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TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS 



FOR 

ADMINISTERING THE LAWS FOR RELIEF OF THE 
POOR IN IRELAND. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY ARCHIBALD WILLIAM EARL OF 
EGLINTON AND WINTON, K.T., 

Lord Lieutenant-General and General Governor of Ireland. 

IJublin, 3rd June, 1859. 

May it please your Excellency, 

1. We, the Commissioners for administering the 
Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland, submit to your Ex- 
cellency this our Twelfth Annual Report, under the Acts in 
force for the relief of the destitute poor. 

2. The following Tables contain the usual series of fifty- 
two weekly summaries, showing the number of persons and 
the classes of persons receiving in-door and out-door relief from 
the week ended 24th April, 1858, to the Week ended 16th 
April, 1859, both inclusive. 
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1 2 Summary of Weekly Returns of Inmates in Workhouses. 

Summary of Weekly Returns of Inmates in Union Workhouses in I re . 
land, from the week ended 24th April, 1858, to the week ended 16th 
April, 1859, both inclusive; distinguishing the several Classes the 
number of Sick and Deaths in each Week, and the Weekly Rate of 
Mortality per 1,000; also the Average Weekly Cost of Maintenance 
per Head. 



Week 



1858. 
April 24 ; 
May 1. 



29, 

June 5, 



July 3, 



■Aug. 7, 
14 , 
21 , 
28, 

Sept. 4, 
11 , 
18, 
25, 

Oct. 2, 
9, 
16, 
23, 
30, 

Nov. 6, 
13, 
20 , 
27, 

Dec. 4, 
11 , 
18, 
25, 



1859. 

I 2,247 
2,300 
2,273 
| 2,304 
2,344 
| 2,387 
2,399 
2,347 
2,322 
2,255 
2,195 
2,167 

26, I 2,100 

A j.rll 2, I 2,092 
9, i 2,060 
16, ! 2,043 



Feb. 



Mar. 



| Able-bodied. 


1 


Sick in Workhouse 
Hospitals. 


1 All other Classes. 


l ^ 








sis, 


i 1 






£ 








3 'S 


| . a 


U ! 








S 




g 


d i 








j . 


I 

£ 


Total. 


■a 

5 | 


Fever 

Other 

Total. 


li 1 Ji 


Total. 


Total N 



IJ2 



2,427 
2,395 
2,287 
2,296 
2,311 
2,258 
2,202 
2 , 212 ; 
2,176 
2,097 1 
2,050 
2,035 
1,949 
1,901 
1,771 
1,714 
1 , 668 ; 

1.644 
1,550 
1,620 

1.645 
1,642 
1,680 
1,694 
1,712 
1,701 
1,698 
1,738 
1,753 
1,804 
1,870 
1,999 
2,042 
2,113 
2,163 
2,220 



7,884; 10,311 
7.806 16,201 
7,549- 9,836' 
7,348' 9,644] 
7,357, 9, 6681 
7,290] 9,548i 
7,050 9,252' 
6,873 9,085| 
6,726 8,902j 
6,434 8.531 1 
6,318 8,368| 
6,190 8,225! 
6,029 7,978| 
5,907: 7,808j 
5,637; 7,408| 
5,342l 7,056: 
4,942' 6,610! 
4,761 j 6,405 
4,617! 6,167) 
4,663 6.283* 
4,773 6,4181 
4,815) 6,457 1 
4,893. 6,573! 
4,892 6,586i 
5,001 6,713: 
5,148! 6,849j 
5,202 6,900 
5,235l 6,973] 
5,345] 7,098! 
5,580| 7,384* 
5,845j 7. 
6,090 8,089 
6,333] 8,375 
6,503; 8,616 
6, 647 j 8'810 
6,720] 8,940 



14,928,1 
14,881 !1 
1 4,61 1 j 1 
14,360 1 
14,365] 1 
14,203 1 
1 4,089] 1 
14,003 1 
13,840 1 
13,599‘l 

I. 3,437 1 1. 
13,395 1 
13,181 l 
12,914 1 

12.623 1 
12,305 

II, 837 
11,527 
11,360. 
11,384' 
11,3871 
11,495] 
11,488] 
11,432 
1 1,500 
11,592] 

11.623 
11,636: 
11,639] 
11,783; 
12,008! 
12,193 
12,379] 
12,490. 
12,5691 
12,587| 



838 

822 

818 

809 

834 

861 

847|l! 

86 ! 

826|1 

830 

855 

829, 

864 

863 



6,920j 9.167 
7,067] 9,367 
7,140] 9,419 
7,296] 9.600 
7,431] 9,775 
7,588; 9,975 
7,597 9,996 
7, 464| 9, Sill 
7,329) 9,851] 
7,113 9,368' 
7,093] 9,288] 
6,967] 9,134 
6,870) 8,970] 
6,792! 8,8841 
6,675* 8,735] 
6,519, 8,562) 



16,103 17,482 2, 18F4, 198 
15,999 17 > 384 l 2,160]4,127 
15,773 17,146 2,178 4,107 
15,434 16,711 2, 118'4,078| 
15,402, 16,673:2, 133 4, 068! 
15,365 16,606*2, 130 4,059 : 
14,890 16,088)2,1304,018 
14,780-16,001 2,142 3, 992, 
I4,638;15,835 2,143 3,93o) 
14,368)15,558 2, 124 3, 921 
14,22815,363 2, 077 ! 3,882| 
14,096]l 5,218)2,089*3,843 
13, 935-15, 014 ; 2,088]3, 896 
13,757 j 1 4,827 ; 2,065 3,843 
13,36514,399 2,002)3,800 
1 3,083 ] 14,04 1 1 1 ,960*3,78 1 
12,696 13,609 1,890 3,652 
12.547,13,4351, 842)3, 616 
12,44613,284)1,835 3,544 
12,37613,198 1,828 
12,405 13,2231,843 
12,467 13,276)1,829 
12,504;i3,338'l,853 
12,579]13,4401,828 
12,656 13,503 1,855 
12,783 13, 645 1, 925 
2,907)13,733 1,933 
12,91713,747 1,959 



13,137 

13,277] 

13,579) 

13,798 



3,560 

3,618 

3,621 

3,653 

3,713 

3,750 

3.765 

3,807 

3,826'| 

)3,884| 

3,934 

4,020| 



13,992 1,976 
14,106 2,045 
14,443 2,104 
14,661 2,143 4,143 
13,979114,810 2,19914,207 
14,101 ; 1 4,969 2,21814,197; 
14,225|l5,087 2,245)4,195 
14,017 14,874 2,259 4,180 



12,842 995 
12,883)1,044 
13,021 ) 1,087 
13,122 1,086 
13,070, 1,1 24 
12,878 1,146 
12,677 i 1, 1 18 
12,585'l,153 



6.379 
6,287) 
6,285* 
6,196 
6 , 201 : 
6,189, 
6,148] 
6,134 
6,073 
6,045] 
5,959 
5,932 
5,984' 
5,908] 
5,802] 
5,741] 
5,542 
5,458) 

5.379 
5,388' 
5,461' 
5,450 
5,506] 
5,541! 
5,605) 
5,690[ 
5,740] 
5,785 
5,860 
5,979 
6,124 
6,286 
6,406 
6,415 
6,440] 
6,439' 



i s. d. 
49, 100j 1 11* 
48,753 1 lli 
47,878)1 11 
46,911 1 11 
46,907 1 10$ 
46,546 1 101 
45,577 1 10$ 
45,223 1 10$ 
44,650 1 10$ 
43,733 1 10$ 
43,127 1 10 
42,770 1 10J 
42, 1 57 i 1 10$ 
4 1,457 1 1 10$. 
40,232; 1 10$ 
39, 1 43] 1 10$ 
37,598: 1 10$ 
36,825)1 10f 
36,190 1 10f| 
36,253] 1 11 
36,489-1 11 
36,678 1 11 
36,905 1 11 
36,999 1 11 
37,321 1 1 Hi 
37,776)1 11 

37.996.1 1U 
38,141:1 Hi 

38.589.1 111 
39,252)1 111 
40,290 1 lli 
41,229 1 111 
41,9707 111 
42,490 1 111 
42,906] ] m| 
42,840) 2 21 



12,732 934 1 4,319] 15,253 2, 2604, 187 
12,864) 946 14,552)15,498 2,328 4,211 
14,899 15,894 2,339 4,230) 
15,215 16,259 2,384 4,291 
15,303 16,390 2,418 4,363 
15,435 16,521 2,429 4,377 
15,674)16,798 2,428 4,3001 
)15, 884)17, 030 2,414 4,283| 
15,814 16.932 2,355.4,2581 
j 1 5,527 16,680 2,3294,201) 
12, 502 1, 14945, 652 16,801 2,317 4,205) 
12,407 1,099)15,622 16,721 2,335 4,184] 
12,311)1,068 15,506)16,574 2,332 4,190) 

15,378 16,513 2,406 4,2481 

15,048 16,172 2,386 4,272! 
14,995)16,115 2,343 4,214 



12,1321,135 
11,888 1,124 
11 , 688 ' 1 , 120 ] 



6,447' 
6,539! 
6,569 
6,675 
6,781 
6,806 
6,728) 
6,697) 
6,613 ! 
6,530] 
6,522! 
6,519 
6,522 
6,654 
6, 658 
6,5571 



43,599 2 0 
44,268:1 111) 
44,724 1 lli 
45,4171 lli 
45,967 1 lli! 
46,424 1 11; 
46,592 1 11 
46,416 1 lli 
45,873 1 11 
45,163 1 11; 
45,113 1 lli | 
44,781 1 11; 
44,377 1 11; 
44,183 1 11 
43,453 1 11 
42,922 1 11 



* : 

221) 4-5 
217' 4-5 
223 47 
225 4-8 
199' 4-2 
181] 3-9 
193! 4-2 
144 3 2 
160] 3-6 
147 3 4 
136) 3-2 
164; 3-8 
138 3-2 
129] 3-1 
132* 3-3 
114' 2-9 
153, 4-1 
113' 3-1 
142] 3'9 
134; 3 7 
110] 3-0 
102 ; 2-8 
104] 2-8 
118! 3-2 
107j 2-9 
136 3-6 
127 3-3 
lOL 2-6 
142* 37 
149; 3-8 
167 4-1 
171! 41 
138; 3-3 
134] 3-2 
131] 3-1 
145, 3-4 



166 3 9 
159; 3-6 
171 38 
182 4'0 
177! 3'9 
186, 4-0 
192, 4-1 
184, 4-0 

167 3'6 
190 4 2 
184 4-1 
173 3 9 
181' 4-1 
154 3'5 

168 3 9 
193] 4-5 



3. By the first of these Tables it is seen that the number of 
workhouse inmates reached its minimum, viz., 36,190, on the 
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Summary of Weekly Returns of Destitute Persons Relieved out of 
the Workhouses in Ireland, from the week ended 24th April, 1858, 
to the week ended 16th April, 1859, both inclusive; distinguish- 
ing those relieved under Section 1 of 10 Vic., c. 31, from those 
not relievable under that Section, and distinguishing Relief in 
Money from that in Kind. 



Week 


Relievable under 
Section 1. 


Not Relievable 
under Section 1. 


Total Relieved 
out of the 
Workhouse. 


Expenditure. 




No. of 


No. of 


No. of 


No. of 




























c,,. 


Persona. 


Cases. 


Persons. 




Persons. 




in Jimd. 






1856. 














£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 






April 


24, 


743 


1,370 


1 


1 


744 


1,371 


38 


11 


6 


29 


3 


11 








May 


1, 


742 


1,362 


1 


1 


743 


1,363 


36 


2 


0 


29 


0 


1 










8, 


726 


1,330 


1 


1 


727 


1,331 


35 


3 


8 


27 


18 


11 


63 








15, 


719 


1,318 


1 


J 


720 


1,319 


36 


0 


10 


26 




11 










22, 


737 


1,382 


1 


1 


738 


1,383 


30 


12 


8 


26 




10 










29, 


738 


1,372 


1 


1 


739 


1,373 


36 


17 


8 


29 


0 


6 


65 


18 


2 


June 


5, 


746 


1,372 


1 


1 


747 


1,373 


38 


6 


2 


27 


9 


0 










12, 


723 


1,310 


1 


i 


724 


1,311 


36 


1 


2 


25 














19, 


716 


1,298 


1 


1 


717 


1,299 


37 


17 


2 


23 


14 


4 


61 








26, 


707 


1,280 


1 


1 


708 


1,281 


36 


8 


3 


24 




6 


60 






July 


3, 


709 


1,309 


1 


1 


710 


1,310 


37 


3 


0 


23 


1 


7 


60 








10, 


687 


1,226 


i 


1 


688 


1,227 


35 


12 


2 


21 


14 


2 










17, 


684 


1,219 


1 


1 


685 


1,220 


35 


1 


2 


21 


13 


11 




15 






24, 


677 


1,223 


1 


1 


678 


1,224 


33 


16 


8 


23 


9 












31, 


678 


1,215 


1 


1 


679 


1,216 


32 


19 


3 


23 


6 


4 


56 






Aug. 


7, 


672 


1,209 


1 


1 


673 


1,210 


32 


19 


8 


23 














14, 


667 


1,168 


1 


1 


668 


1,169 


30 


19 


7 


24 


1 


0 










21, 


649 


1,135 


1 


1 


650 


1,136 


32 


1 


7 


24 


16 


10 










28, 


638 


1.119 


1 


1 


639 


1,120 


29 


3 


1 


21 


6 


9 






10 


Sept. 


4, 


604 


1,043 


1 


1 


605 


1,044 


27 


10 


8 


21 


1 


3 


48 


11 


11 




11, 


608 


1,030 


1 


1 


609 


1,031 


27 


13 


2 


21 


13 


11 










18, 


600 


1,021 


1 


1 


601 


1 .022 


27 


4 


8 


22 


5 


0 


49 








25, 


595 


1,010 


1 


1 


596 


1,011 


26 


3 


9 


21 


18 


6 


48 






Out. 


2, 


587 


967 


1 


1 


588 


968 


24 


13 


2 


21 


6 


1 


45 








9, 


590 


972 


1 


1 


591 


973 


27 


16 


0 


20 


0 


3 










16, 


594 


975 


1 


1 


595 


976 


29 


0 


10 


19 


18 


1 


48 








23, 


603 


1,010 


1 


1 


604 


1,011 


29 


19 


11 


19 


5 


11 










30, 


604 


1,034 


1 


1 


605 


1,035 


29 


9 


6 


18 


13 


l 








Nov. 


6, 


607 


1,024 


1 


1 


608 


1,025 


29 


17 


2 


18 


18 


11 










13, 


622 


1,067 


2 


10 


624 


1,077 


30 


17 


5 


20 


16 


5 


51 


13 


10 




20, 


621 


1,069 


2 


10 


623 


1,079 


30 


5 


2 


21 




4 










27, 


642 


1,107 


2 


10 


644 


1,117 


30 


12 


8 


22 


0 


8 








Deo. 


4, 


649 


1,135 


2 


10 


651 


1,145 


30 


17 


9 


20 


16 


3 


51 


14 






11, 


649 


1,139 


1 


1 


650 


1,140 


32 


0 


9 


21 


6 


11 


53 


7 






18, 


671 


1,194 


1 


1 


672 


1,195 


30 


19 


9 


24 




2 










25, 


688 


1,234 


1 


1 


689 


1,235 


32 


8 


3 


25 


3 










185 


































Jan. 


1, 


695 


1,266 


1 


1 


696 


1,267 


33 


6 


5 


24 


16 


0 


58 


0 


7 




8, 


705 


1,291 


1 


1 


706 


1,292 


32 


7 


3 


23 


17 


7 










15, 


715 


1,308 


1 


1 


716 


1,309 


35 


6 


9 


24 


13 


7 


60 








22, 


733 


1,351 


3 


11 


741 


1,362 


35 


17 


9 


26 


13 


0 


62 


10 






29, 


755 


1,398 




5 


757 


1,403 


34 


19 


3 


27 


9 


3 


62 






I*eb. 


5, 


757 


1,395 


4 


16 


761 


1,411 


40 


4 


1 


27 


7 


9 


67 


11 


10 




12, 


766 


1,430 


10 


33 


776 


1,463 


36 


11 


7 


28 


7 


10 


64 


19 






19, 


778 


1,447 


13 


38 


791 


1,485 


37 


4 


5 


29 


14 


4 


66 


lb 


9 




26, 


777 


1,448 


16 


52 


793 


1,500 


36 


2 


9 


30 


9 


9 


66 


12 


6 


Mar. 


5, 


775 


1,441 


18 


66 


793 


1,507 


38 


9 


2 


28 


18 




67 


7 






12, 


783 


1,462 


21 


76 


804 


1,538 


38 


9 


0 


29 


12 


0 


68 


1 


0 




19, 


768 


1,418 


22 


77 


790 


1,495 


37 


18 


7 


28 


17 


11 


66 


16 


r. 




26, 


74 S 


1,369 


17 


67 


765 


1,436 


37 


5 


8 


29 


9 


6 


66 


15 




April 


2, 


774 


1,398 


4 


24 


778 


1,422 


34 


16 


3 


31 


16 


1 


66 


12 


4 




9, 


758 


1,381 


2 


8 


760 


1,389 


39 


0 


9 


31 


19 


2 


70 


19 


11 




16, 


769 


1,401 


3 


9 


772 


1,410 


38 




0 


29 


2 


4 


67 


4 


4 



28th August, 1858, or one week earlier than last year; since 
which time the number gradually increased to the maximum 
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of the present year, viz., 46,592, on the 12th of February, 
1859. In last year’s series a fluctuation was observable at 
this season through the sudden return of inclement weather, 
but in the present, as in other years previous to 1858, the 
gradual decrease of numbers commencing in February, 
has continued to the present date ; the number according to 
the last return being 42,922. The number receiving out-door 
relief during the fifty-two weeks was inconsiderable, and its 
fluctuation has been marked by very little difference from 
that prevailing in the series of last year. 

4. The rate of workhouse mortality throughout the series, 
presents little or no difference from the extent and fluctuation 
observable in recent years; the months of February, March, 
April, and May, being those in which the greatest number of 
deaths have taken place, as appears, not only from the first 
Table of weekly summaries in paragraph 2, but also from the 
following classification of the causes of death in the workhouses, 
set forth separately for each of the twelve months of the year. 



Classification of Causes of Death in Workhouses, from April 18, 
1858, to April 16, 1859. 



Causes of Death. 


In the Four Weeks ended 


15 th j 12ch| 10 th 
May. June j July. 


7th 

Aug. 


4th 

Sept. 


2nd 

Oct. 


aoth 

Oct. 


27th 

Nov. 


25th 

Dec. 


- 

22nd 

Jan. 


19th 

Feb. 


19 th 
Mar. 


tdth | m . . 
April Total 




113 


98 


62 


74 


59 


39 


52 


91 


81 


103 


116 


125 


106 


1,119 


Apoplexy, . 


4 


4 


1 


4 


3 


. 2 


3 


4 


6 


6 


2 


2 


7 


48 


Asthma, 


8 


3 


11 


10 


7 


4 


11 


12 


6 


14 


14 


18 


11 


129 


Atrophy, 


76 


58 


58 


50 


45 


45 


36 


43 


46 


54 


74 


54 


61 


700 


Brain Disease, 


26 


17 


10 


19 


19 


9 


20 


15 


17 


22 


13 


27 


12 


226 


Cancer, 


16 


6 


8 


8 


11 


12 


8 


11 


2 


II 


15 


1C 


7 


125 


Childbirth, . 


1 


4 


4 


1 


J 


- 


3 


4 


1 


1 




1 


1 


22 


Cholera, 


- 


- 


1 


2 


1 


1 


- 


1 


1 






1 


_ 


8 


Consumption, 


121 


90 


79 


57 


57 


60 


54 


54 


51 


46 


77 


89 


81 


916 


Convulsions, 


19 


22 


21 


11 


15 


17 


12 


12 


18 


24 


24 


11 


22 


228 


Croup, 


2 


1 


- 


} 


- 


1 


2 




1 


1 


« 


2 


- 


13 




46 


23 


24 


17 


24 


16 


12 


14 


23 


35 


30 


31 


21 


321 


Dropsy, 


41 


38 


27 


29 


35 


22 


21 


24 


42 


2£ 


27 


26 


26 


387 


Dysentery, . 


38 


30 


9 


12 


17 


15 


17 


15 


10 


19 


22 


26 


2£ 


259 


Dyspepsia, . ■ . 


1 


2 


1 


1 


2 


1 


- 


1 


2 


3 


4 


4 


l 


23 


Epilepsy, 


3 


1 


3 


3 


5 


3 




5 


2 


2 


2 


5 


2 


38 




75 


60 


64 


42 


41 


34 


43 


50 


43 


44 


48 


50 


5£ 


647 


Gangrene, 




2 


2 


2 


2 


1 


2 


1 


2 


2 


52 


3 


3 


24 




14 


14 


11 


8 


14 


£ 


8 


18 


16 


1£ 


12 


14 


14 


171 


Hooping Cough, . 


4 


5 


2 


2 


2 


1 


» 


2 


5 


3 


6 


6 


4 


49 






3 


2 


6 






5 


2 


7 


3 


5 


3 




52 


Mamma- KidnevSi 


1 


4 




4 


6 


_ 


4 


2 


1 


5 




4 


5 


41 


Conor other j L . • _ 


7 


9 


7 


5 


6 


7 


9 


6 


4 


4 


2 


11 


6 


83 


diseases of . 


118 


84 


83 


67 


65 


55 


61 


110 


68 


110 


65 


89 


80 


1,055 




7 


1 


1 


2 




1 




12 


4 


- 


1 


10 


£ 


42 


Paralysis, . 


23 


21 


19 


17 


19 


15 


12 


25 


23 


22 


22 


19 


30 


267 


Pleurisy, 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




- 




1 


4 


2 


- 


7 


Rheumatism, 


£ 


8 


7 


£ 


- 




1 




3 


6 


6 


4 






Scarlatina, . 


- 


- 


1 


- 


3 


3 


1 


3 




9 


3 


2 


4 


. 29 




34 


24 


27 


11 


16 


9 


11 


17 


12 


S 


17 


16 


22 


225 




5 


4 


£ 


1 


- 


5 


- 


3 




1 


2 


2 


- 


26 




5 


9 


6 


8 


3 


4 


1 


5 


7 


4 


2 


4 


5 


63 


Other Diseases, . 


73 


67 


53 


36 


56 


35 


53 


65 


44 


66 


116 


41 


71 


776 


Total, 


886 


717 




607 


513 


542 




434 




471 


629 


548j 678 


740 


712 


696 


8,173 
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5. There is a further increase of the proportion which the 
sick inmates bear to the healthy, arising from the same causes 
as those pointed out in regard to the same fact in previous 
years, viz., the absolute diminution of the number of the 
able-bodied and other classes not in hospital. 

The following Table shows that the per centage of sick 
inmates has increased from 35-6, on the 3rd April, 1858, 
as shown in bur last Report, to 37-4, on the 2nd April, 
1859:— 



Week ended 


Total 

Number 

of 

Inmates. 


Percentage 
of able- 
bodied 
Males. 


Percentage 
of able- 
bodied 
Females. 


Percentage 

of 

healthy 

Children. 


Percentage 
of other 
, classes not 
inHospital. 


Percentage 

of 

Number 

inHospital. 


3rd July, 1 858, 


43,127 


4-7 


14-7 


31-2 


13-8 


35-6 


2 nd October, 1858, j 


36,999 


4-6 


13*2 


30-9 


15-0 


36*3 


1 st January, 1859, i 


43,599 


5*2 


15*9 


29-2 


14*7 i 


35-0 


2nd April, 1859, . 


44,183 


4*7 


15-4 


27-4 


15*1 


37-4 



6. The number of persons admitted into the workhouses 
during the year ended 29th September, 1858, was 134,913, 
in comparison with 137,711, in the year ended 29th Sep- 
tember, 1857 ; and the following Table shows the proportion 
thereof admitted in sickness, arid the number of births and 
deaths during the year. 

Number of Persons admitted to the Workhouse during the year 
ended 29th September, 1858, distinguishing the number ad- 
mitted in Sickness, also the number of Births and Deaths in the 
Workhouse during the year ; compared with similar statement 
for the year ended 29tli September, 1857. 







Number of Persons admitted during the Year. 






Number 




Number admitted in Sickness. 




Total 


of Births 
in the 
Work- 


Deaths 
in the 


Year end 
Septer 


Suffering 
from Fever 
or other 
contagious 
Diseases. 


Suffering 
under other 
Diseases. 


Suffering 

from 

accidental 

Injury. 


Total 
number | 
admitted | 
in Sickness. , 


admitted 
who were 
nofc Sick. 


number 
admitted 
during the 
Year. 


house 

during 

the 

Year. 


during 

the 

Year. 


1857, 


12,887 


37,110 


2,224 


52,221 


85,490 j 


137,711 


2,369 


9,253 


1858, 


12,771* 


34-, 473* 


2,531 


49,775* 


85,138* 


134,913 


2,454 


9,395 



* The figures for the year 1858 in these four cohimus are not quite accu- 
rate, owing to an erroneous return received from Cork Union ; an amended 
return was received from that Union after the date of the Eeport, and the 
necessary corrections will be found in the Appendix, page 223. 
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i 6 Collection and Expenditure of Poor Rates. 

7. We now pass to the expenditure in relief, and the amount 
of rates collected and disbursed, and have to report that the 
following is the result of the audited accounts for the year 
ended 29th September, 1858, in comparison with the same for 
the preceding year. 



Year 

ended 29th 
September, 




Poor Law Expenditure during the Year. 


Number Relieved 
during the Year. 


Poor-rate , 
Lodged.* 


In-Main- ■ 
tenance : 
and 

Clothing. 


Out- ! 
Relief, i 


| Salaries 
and ' 
Rations of ! 
j Officers, j 


All 

other Ex- 
penses. 


Total. f j 


In-door, j 


Out-door. 


857, 


£ 

585,583 


£ 

292,685 


£ 

2,412 


£ 

102,745 


£ 

101,047 


£ 

498,889 


1 

186,235 


4,588 


1858, 


525,597 


266,136 


3,135 


97,576 


90,788 


457,635 


177,205 


5,851 


Increase, 


_ 


— 


723 


— 


— j 




- 


1,263 


Decrease, 


59,986 


26,549 




5,169 


10,259 ! 


41,254 


9,030 





From this comparison it appears that the expenditure has 
undergone a reduction of 8'27 per cent. ; the number of 
persons relieved of 4-1 per cent. ; and the amount of rates 
collected a decrease of 105 per cent. The amount applied 
to defray the expenses of medical relief under the Medical 
Charities Act, was £92,725, of which a more particular and 
detailed account has already been given in our Report to your 
Excellency, of the 8th of March, 1859, under the provisions 
of that Act. 

8. We place in the Appendix, as usual, detailed accounts 
of the collection and expenditure of poor rates in each Union 
in Ireland, as well as the number of the several classes of re- 
cipients of in-door and out-door relief, derived from the audited 
accounts of each union. In previous years we have been 
enabled to do this without excepting any union; but we 
regret to say that on the present occasion, the accounts of 
the Galway Union are so much in arrear, that we have been 
obliged to use, in the case of that union, an estimate, instead 
of the actual account. The total, therefore, of the union 
accounts must be regarded as involving this necessary excep- 
tion to its completeness. There has been no peculiar difficulty 
attending the administration of relief in Galway Union; but 
a letter which we felt obliged to address to the Guardians, on 

* Including £1,088 lodged in 1857, and £349 lodged in 1 858 from rates 
made before the change of Union boundaries in 1849, 1850, and 1 851 . 

t Including payments, amounting in 1857 to £671, and in 1858 to £298, 
made on account of expenses incurred in the collection of rates, and in the 
settlement of the affairs of certain former Unions, the boundaries of which 
were altered in 1849, 1850, and 1851. 
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Distress in Iniskea Islands — Belmullet Union. 1 7 



the 16th March last, will sufficiently explain the causes of this 
unusual failure.* 

9. There is only one union, that of Belmullet, which we 
feel bound to mention, as presenting any unusual difficulties 
in the administration of relief during the past year. The 
islands of North and South Iniskea, in the Binghamstown 
electoral division of that union, were visited, in July last, by a 
storm, which swept the sea over the cultivated part of the 
southern island, and destined the whole of the potato crop, 
then near its maturity. Representations were at once made 
to the Government, on the subject of this calamity, and re- 
ferred to us, so that we were enabled, by entering into com- 
munication with the Board of Guardians, to adopt the neces- 
sary precautions in due time. It was not found necessary, 
however, to make any extraordinary provision against the 
effects of privation, until near the close of the year, the inha- 
bitants of those islands deriving their principal means of sub- 
sistence from fishing. In the stormy season of the year, 
however, this resource was necessarily withdrawn for a time, 
the native fishing boats being unable to live in the winter seas 
on that coast, and communication with the mainland, about 
five miles distant, being at the same time almost continuously 
intercepted. 

10. In the Belmullet Workhouse, at this time, there was 
room to receive and lodge twice the amount of the whole 
population resident in the two islands ; but such was the re- 
pugnance of these poor people to quit their homes, that up to 
this time, after several months of the severest privation, not a 
single person has been prevailed on to accept admission to 
the workhouse, at those intervals of tranquil weather which 
allowed of their being taken there in safety. 

11. We are happy in being enabled to report, however, 
that not a single death through privation has yet taken 
place, The only expedient which, in the existing state of the 
law, could have prevented the' loss of numerous lives, was the 
special employment of a Relieving Officer on the island, with 
a store of oatmeal at his disposal, the exercise of whose pro- 
visional powers, under the 7th section of 10 Vic., cap. 31, has, 
we believe, been the means of preserving the lives of about 
eighty individuals on the south island, for the space of three 
months. 

12. The rate of cost at which this has been effected, is about 

* Appendix A. II. 

B 
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1 8 Distress in Iniskea Islands — Belmullet Union. 

the same as that which prevailed in the administration of out- 
door relief in food during the general famine ; the effect of 
which in saving life, although at some sacrifice in respect of 
the social evils attendant on it as a continued system of relief, 
may he better appreciated from the opportunity which has 
now. occurred of observing its effects on a smaller scale. 

13. The struggle at Iniskea has to be maintained for some 
months longer, until the new potato crop is matured, and we 
feel bound to point out, that the main difficulty with which 
we are contending, next to the determination of the islanders 
not to part with their homes for a passage to the mainland 
and a subsequent unlimited prospect of maintenance in the 
workhouse, is the existence of that state of the law which 
makes it illegal to relieve the head of a family, as a destitute 
person, so long as he retains the occupation of land exceeding 
a quarter of an acre. The Appendix contains a selection from 
the correspondence on this interesting case, which will illus- 
trate sufficiently the several statements contained in the pre- 
ceding paragraphs* 

14. There is reason to fear that the privations endured by 
the Iniskea Islanders aiid their families may lead to the out- 
break of fever. Should this be the case, we do not doubt the 
Guardians and the Committee of the Dispensary District, and 
their Medical Officers, will do all which the local difficulties 
admit of their doing in order to mitigate the effects of such 
a disaster. There is, however, no Dispensary on these 
Islands, nor could the Medical Officer, on visiting them, when 
the state of the weather permitted, find any accommodation 
for a continued stay; nor could fever patients safely be re- 
moved so great a distance to the fever -ward at Belmullet 
W orkhonse. 

This is one of the cases of islands situate on the Irish coast, 
and separated in most cases by a dangerous sea from the 
main land, which we have already brought under the notice 
of your Excellency, as not having the full benefit of the Poor 
Law or the Medical Charities Acts.f The other cases are 
those of South Arran, North Arran, Lettermore, Clare, Innis- 
boffin, Innisturk, Tory Island, and Rathlin, containing alto- 
gether a population of nearly 10,000 persons. 

15. On receiving, in ordinary course, a copy of the Report 
of the Commissioners appointed by Her Majesty to inquire 
into the state of Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, we felt it 
necessary to address to the Chief Secretary, for your Excel- 

* Appendix A. III. t See Appendix A. IV. 
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Removals from England and Scotland. 19 

lency’s information, some observations on a paragraph con- 
tained in that Report ; and a copy of our letter on that subject 
will be found in the Appendix.* 

16. In our last Report we entered at some length upon 
the existing state of the law of removal of Irish-born subjects 
becoming chargeable in England and Scotland respectively ; 
and set forth the further correspondence which had taken 
place on the subject of such removals, since the month of 
April, 1854, to which date the Return made to Parliament 
of previous correspondence extended. We place in the Ap- 
pendix to our present Report, some further correspondence 
in continuation of that previously published, in the hope of 
drawing attention to what appears to us to be the present un- 
satisfactory state of the law, both in England and Scotland.! 

17. We regret to state that there are at present some 
Roman Catholic Chaplaincies of Workhouses vacant, in con- 
sequence of the salary which we have, in exercise of our 
powers, under the 48th Section of 1 and 2 Vic., cap. 56, fixed 
as adequate to the duties to be performed, not having been 
accepted by the Roman Catholic Clergymen of the parish in 
which the workhouse is situate. The cases we refer to are 
those of Bailieborough, Castlecomer, Youghal, and Mitchels- 
town. Correspondence relating to the two former cases has 
already been laid before Parliament ; and that which has more 
recently occui'red in regard to Youghal, between one of the 
Roman Catholic Bishops and ourselves, we place in the Ap- 
pendix,! as it will serve to show the nature of the difficulties 
which have led, from time to time, to the interruption of the 
regular performance of Divine Service in Irish Workhouses. 

18. A difficulty of another nature has caused a vacancy to 
be made in the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy of Galway Work- 
house. Part of the correspondence on that subject has been 
laid before the House of Commons, and we now place a copy 
of the whole in the Appendix to this Report.§ 

19. For some time past the Commissioners have contem- 
plated a series of amendments of the Poor Law and Medical 
Charities Acts, w'hich they have felt themselves called upon 
to recommend ; and although on several occasions bills have 
been brought before Parliament, with a view to the enactment 
of those proposed alterations of the law, nevertheless, from 
causes unconnected with the administration of the Poor Law, 

* Appendix A. V. f Appendix A. VII, 

t Appendix A. VI. § Appendix A. VIII. 

B 2 
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20 Amendments in the Poor Law and Medical Charities Acts, 

no such legislation lias as yet taken place; the present lias ap- 
peared to the Commissioners a convenient opportunity for 
laying before your Excellency a memorandum relating to 
such of those proposed amendments, as have not been already 
dealt with in preceding Reports. Such a memorandum 
setting forth the grounds on which the several recommenda- 
tions rest, will be found in the Appendix to this Report;* 
together with copies of the official representations, which 
have been made on the subject from time to time. 

20. We beg to draw attention, more particularly, to that 
part of the memorandum which relates to the great difficulty 
of rearing infant children, who are admitted into the work- 
house under two years of age, without their mothers, and the 
great mortality which prevails among this class of children. 
A great rate of mortality prevails everywhere, as well as in 
workhouses, in the class of children under two years of age; 
but that rate is much increased in the workhouses in regard 
to the children who are without mothers ; as it is found im- 
possible to procure for them, in the workhouse, that kind of 
substitute for maternal care and solicitude which is necessary 
to them at that age. There is no doubt that the best substi- 
tute for the mother, in such cases, is obtained by placing out 
the child during infancy, at nurse, with some individual female 
accustomed to the care of children, experience having shown 
that maternal affection is thus created, in a short time, in the 
person who has the sole and constant care of the child ; and 
this course we have recommended that the Guardians of 
unions may be allowed to pursue. 

21. A return of papers relating to the religious registra- 
tion of foundling children in workhouses has recently been 
called for and laid before the House of Commons, part of 
which Return has been printed by order of that House.f The 
effect of the legal opinions given by the highest authorities on 
this subject, is as follows : — Infant children, about the religion 
of whose parents nothing is known, must be brought up in 
the religion of the State, and for this purpose their religious 
denomination must be described in the Register, on admission, 
as Protestant. In such cases baptism by the minister of a 
particular persuasion, before admission to the workhouse, has 
no effect in determining how the child shall be educated ; for 
although in the case of orphans, the godfathers and god- 
mothers have, by the 49th section of 1 and 2 Viet., cap. 56, 
a right to interfere, that provision does not extend to the case 
of an infant not known to be an orphan. 

* Appendix A. IX. t See Appendix A. X. 
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22. Difficulty has been experienced in carrying out the 
law, as above expounded, in some of the unions in Ireland 
the Guardians objecting to permit a child to be registered as 
Protestant m the face of a strong probability that the parents, 
deserting the child, were Roman Catholic. In such cases the 
mode of compelling the adoption of the legal course is an 
application for a mandamus to the Court of' Queen’s Bench ; 
but it frequently happens, in such cases, that the child’s death 
prevents the process being commenced or carried through 
and such is the strength of popular feeling on the subject, that 
if, at any time, it seemed probable that process was about to 
issue, compelling the Guardians to alter the religious denomi- 
nation on the Register, arrangements would be made to remove 
the child from the workhouse and maintain it elsewhere. 



23. Under these circumstances it appears desirable that 
some further legislation should take place on the subject; and 
ive trust that whatever course Parliament may in its wisdom 
adopt, will ^ have the effect of removing an irritating topic of 
discussion from the Board-room of the Guardians, and placing 
the law on a clear and defined basis, and one which will in- 
s' 11 ' 8 a willing acquiescence in its provisions by those who are 
called on, locally, to administer it. 



24. On the 31st March last we issued a Circular to all the 
Boards of Guardians in Ireland on the subject of the dietaries 
m workhouses, having reference to the degree in which the 
union workhouses had latterly assumed the^character of hos- 
pitals,* and recommending on that account, and in relation, 
likewise, to the general improved condition of the labouring 
classes in Ireland, an improvement in the regular daily work° 
house diet. That Circular has been received and acted upon 
by most of the Boards of Guardians in a liberal spirit. A 
copy of this Circular will be found in the Appendix. f 

We have the honour to be, 

Your Excellency’s obedient faithful servants, 

(Signed) A. POWER. 

NAAS. 

THUS. A. LARCOM. 

J. M'DONNELL, M.D 

E. SENIOR. 



See Annual Report for 1 858, par. 4 ; 
par. 29 ; 1854, par. 6 ; and 1853, par. 7, 
T Appendix A. I., No. 5. 



1857, par, 5; 1856, par. 9; ld55, 
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APPENDIX. 



APPENDIX (A.) 

CIRCULARS OF INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED BY THE COMMIS- 
SIONERS, CORRESPONDENCE, &c. 

No Order has been issued in respect to Out-door Relief since the 
Order issued on 21st February, \Sb6-{Eighth Annual Report , Appendix 
A, J\o. I.) 1 



I. — Circulars. 

No. 1 .— Vaccination in Workhouses. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
October 5, 1858. 

There being reason to believe, from the returns of the number of 
persons Vaccinated, as adverted to in the last Report of the Commissioners 
under the Medical Charities Act, that a very considerable portion of the 
population of the country remain unvaccinated, the Commissioners think 
It probable that many of the persons admitted into the Workhouses have 
not been Vaccinated. 

The importance of Vaccination* as a protection not only to the indivi- 
dual hut to the community at large, can hardly be overstated- but it is 
particularly important in such establishments as" Workhouses, where if an 
epidemic of Small-pox should break out, the inmates who had not’ been 
Vaccinated would be peculiarly exposed to the danger of contagion 
The Commissioners think it right, therefore^ at this time— now that 
arrangements are being made, under a recent legislative enactment with 
a view to the more extensive practice of Vaccination generally— to call 
the attention of the Board of Guardians to the subject in reference to 
Vaccination in the Workhouse ; and they suggest that the attention of the 
Medical Officer of the Workhouse should be drawn to that part of his 
duties as set forth in 08th Article of the Workhouse Rules, which requires 
hm to Vaccinate such of the children as may require Vaccination 
The Commissioners suggest, also, that the" Medical Officer should be 
required, m the examination which it his duty under the Workhouse 
Rules (Article 68, No. 2,) to make of all paupers admitted to the Work- 
house, to ascertain whether they have been Vaccinated, and to Vaccinate 
Vacchate™ n0t be6U rreyiously Yacoinated > aud are in a fit state to be 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of each Union. 
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24 Circulars: — Fire Guards — Constabulary. [Apr. A., I 

N<x ^ Propriety of providing Iron Guards for Fire-places in 

Nurseries and School-rooms. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g iK November 18, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire to bring under the consideration of the Board of Guar- 
dians the propriety of providing strong Iron Guards for the fire-places in 
the several Wards of the Workhouse, especially for the School-rooms, 
Nurseries, and other rooms where the children are placed. Steps should also 
be taken for securing, as far as practicable, the continued use of such Guards 
when provided. This may be done by causing the Guard to be securely 
attached to the wall, access to the fire-place being afforded by means of 
an opening, secured by a padlock, the key of winch should remain m the 
custody of the Master or of the officer in charge of the ward. 

The Commissioners are induced to make this suggestion, and to request 
that the Guardians will provide such Guards as above described, it not 
already done, from the circumstance that two cases have lately been re- 
ported to them in which children have been accidentally burned, then- 
clothes having taken fire, owing to their having approached too near to 
the fire in the ward, the fire-place having no protection. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of each Union. 



3 # Information to be furnished to Constabulary with a view 

to facilitating the obtaining of Relief in Urgent Cases. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g m December 29, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire to state, for the information of tlm Board of Guardians, 
that their attention has been lately drawn, by direction of His Lxcellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, to the expediency of furnishing the Constabulary 
with such information regarding the limits of Relief and Dispensary Dis- 
tricts, and the persons competent to afford relief, and responsible for 
affording it, as may enable them promptly to bring under the notice of the 
proper party any case of destitution of an urgent character which may 
come under their observation. 

The Commissioners are informed that the Inspector- General is prepared 
to issue instructions to the Constabulary with this view ; and the Commis- 
sioners request that the Board of Guardians, in furtherance of so desirable 
an object, will be good enough to forward to each Constabulary fetation 
in the district a statement showing the following particulars; and that 
they will from time to time, when any changes occur, forward, in m 
manner, the particulars of such changes: — 

1 . The day of Weekly Meeting of the Board of Guardians. 

2. The precise locality of the Workhouse. 

3. The limits and boundaries of the Union. _ > . , 

4. The limits and boundaries of each Relieving Officer s District. 

5. The Name and Address of each Relieving Officer, and the feta- 

tions at which lie, attends, with the times fixed for his attend- 
ance. _ . . , 

6. The limits and boundaries of each Dispensary District, and tne 

locality of each Dispensary. 
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No. 2-5-] Circulars: — •Guardians' Cheques. 



The Name and Address of each Dispensary Medical Officer, and 
the times fixed for his attendance at the Dispensary. 

8. The Names and Addresses of the several persons authorized to 
give Tickets for Medical Relief under the Medical Charities 
Act. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



To the Clerk of each Union. 



Ho. 4 Exemption of Guabdians’ Cheques from Stamp Dett. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g IK February 8, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Belief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire to acquaint you, for the information of the Board of 
Guardians, that they have recently had a correspondence with the Board 
of Inland Revenue, on the subject of the liability of cheques drawn by 
Boards of Guardians to Stamp Duty, if made payable u to Order,” and 
they have received, through the Comptroller-General, a communication 
from that Board to the following effect:— 

“It appears that the Rules of the Poor Law Commissioners do not pre- 
scribe any particular form of Draft, and that the Draft may be payable to 
Bearer or to Order, provided it be drawn upon the Treasurer, and signed by 
the Chairman and two other Guardians, and countersigned by the Clerk. 
Either form of Draft is exempt from Duty." 

The Commissioners are aware that in many Unions the Guardians have 
already adopted their suggestion of making their Drafts payable “fo 
Order," affixing the penny stamp which has hitherto been thought to be 
necessary when that form of Draft was adopted ; and they trust that, now 
that it has been determined by competent authority that such Drafts are 
not liable to Stamp Duty, the practice of making all Drafts payable to 
Order will be universally adopted as affording increased security m the 
payment of money to Contractors and others having claims against the 

Onion. „ . . 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of each Union. 



No. 5 . — Workhouse Dietaries. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g IRi March 31, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Belief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under their consideration the subject of the Union 
dietaries, in reference more especially to the increased proportion which, 
through the diminution of able-bodied pauperism and other causes, the 
sick inmates now bear to the healthy portion of the inmates of Workhouses. 

Inquiries, moreover, which have recently taken place in particular 
Unions have shown a disposition on the part ot Medical Officers to place 
on medical diet inmates of the aged and infirm class, who cannot property 
be classed as sick, but who may be regarded as persons with whom, in the 
opinion of the Medical Officer, the hall diet does not agree. 

The increased expense consequent on this practice, when earned to any 
great extent, has been shown to be considerable, the medical diet substi- 
tuted for hall diet in such oases involving generally an allowance ot meat. 
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Circulars : — Workhouse Dietaries. [App. A , I 



The part of the hall diet to which most objection has been made is the 
stirabout, used almost universally for breakfast, and, in a few Unions for 
dinner also. 

Under these circumstances it appears to be very desirable that the 
Medical Officer should have it in his power to exempt infirm persons or 
children in delicate health from the use of stirabout, without the necessity 
of placing them altogether on medical diet. ^ 

The Commissioners suggest, therefore, that in such cases the Medical 
Officer should be authorized to place the inmate on a bread and tea diet 
for breakfast ; and that stirabout and milk, which form in ordinary cases 
a most appropriate meal for breakfast, should not be used for dinner for 
any class of inmates, great objections existing, on sanitary grounds to the 
use of the same food for both meals. It is greatly to be desired also on 
the ground of health, that as much variety as possible should be introduced 
in other respects, and the Commissioners recommend that, on some days 
of the week, bread and milk, or bread and rice milk, or potatoes and milk 
should be used instead of bread and soup. 

None of the above recommendations, if adopted by the Guardians, would 
be likely to be attended with much, if any, additional expense. It appears, 
however, to the Commissioners, that the recently improved circumstances 
of the peasantry and of the working classes in Ireland might be held to 
justify a further improvement in the Workhouse dietary, and not at the 
same time infringe the principle that the inmates of Workhouses ought 
not to be better fed at the expense of the poor-rates than persons maintain- 
ing themselves by independent labour. 

_ The Commissioners submit, therefore, to the consideration of the Guar- 
dians of Unions in which meat is not already made an ingredient in the 
soup, to adopt that improvement on some days of the week by the use of 
ox heads, or shins of beef, or other coarse parts of the carcass of beef 
mutton, or veal, as ingredients in the soup. 

The additional expense incurred by this improvement will be found in 
many Unions to be compensated in part, if not altogether, by the dimin- 
ished necessity of placing aged or infirm persons and delicate children on 
medical diet. 

The Guardians of the North and South Dublin Unions have recently 
agreed, on the recommendation of the Commissioners, to assimilate the diet- 
aries of both those Unions, and have adopted, in framing a new dietary, 
some of the improvements above pointed out. 

The Commissioners annex to this Circular a more particular account of 
the recommendations made by them to the Guardians of the Dublin Unions, 
and now submit the same to the consideration of the Guardians of those 
Unions in which the present established dietaries may appear capable of 
improvement by adopting the principles recommended. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 



To the Clerk of the Union. 



B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



Extract from Commissioners’ Letter to the Guardians of the 
North and South Dublin Unions, dated 26th January, 1859, 
containing the Commissioners’ recommendations in regard to the 
Workhouse Dietary, annexed to the foregoing Circular. 

“The first point to which the Commissioners would call attention is the 
fact that the dinner on two days of the week in North Dublin Workhouse, 
and on three days of the week in South Dublin Workhouse, is a repetition, 
or nearly so, of the breakfast on those days, consisting, like the breakfast, of 
meal made into stirabout, and milk. Now one of the reasons which seems to 
operate most in causing the Medical Officers to place inmates not in Hospital 
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• v diet i« that with certain inmates who are delicate,, hut not actually 
on sick diet . , ^oes not agree. The Commissioners are also of 

treatment sto ltd ^ F m&teSf that , for the sake of variety, 

tKnnershS differ, if possible, from the breakfast on every day of the 

’'“There are however, a large class of inmates in every Workhouse for 
, Th 51hout and milk for breakfast is a most appropriate diet, and what 
whom stna mpnd in regard to this point, to both Boards, is to 

the Commission st ; ra b 0 ut and milk as materials for dinner, continuing 

do away entire y j . day’s breakfast, and giving a discretion 

them, ^ eve TvSpr to Substitute bread and tea in cases of delicate health 

be attended with much in- 

crease of cost appears to be in both Workhouses 

sa 4 le nint of new milk, and on the two remaining days a smaller allow- 
with one Jhiric rice-milk porridge would attord a proper variety in 

ih C l » lS fm all classes of healthy inmates, and make the three classes of 
that°^ to sajq the soup, the milk, and the rice dinners about equiva- 

^Thege^proposetf clianges 'would have not only the advantage of nearly 
equalizing the^anmunt or^mises,^!)^ also 

° S Sift reason at the same time to expect, from what has been stated 
• i Gr ™ v>, r tbp Medical Officers, that the additional expense incurred 
to ttSloved MlS would be compensated by the diminished necessity 
ta"g de?fcate persons on sick diet, and especially on meat diet. 

^The" 1 following Unions use meat-soup, prepared .however, with very 

dalk Duno-annon, Dunshaughlm, Gorey, Larne, Lisbuin, y, 

L«fri Magherafelt, Naas, Navan, Newry, Newtownards 

Omagh, and Strabane. The medium quantity the Co “ mls “™ e ’® b ? t e ' f 
to be about three ox heads to 100 inmates, or an equivalent quantity of 

to the SaS in Article 13, No. 14 of the Workhouse Regulations, 
viz. : _in the proportion of half a pound of tea and two pounds of sugar 
to eight gallons of water and two quarts of new milk. 
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II.— Correspondence with the Board of Guardians of 
Galway Union on the Subject of the Appointment 0 f 
Clerk of the Union. 



No. 1.— Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
S,B ’ 16 March, 1859. ’ 

The Commissioners tor administering the Laws for Belief of tlm 
Poor in Ireland acknowledge the Resolution of the Guardians of Gahrav 
Union of the 11 th instant, relating to the recent appointment of Mr 
Matthew Quin to the office of Clerk of the Union. 

The Commissioners have declined to receive this as the appointment of 
a fit person for the office of Clerk, on the ground that Mr. Quin had 
formerly, for acts of very serious misconduct, been removed by the 
Guarchans themselves, from the office of Assistant Schoolmaster 

Ihe Guardians, m their present Resolution, request Mr. Quin to con. 
suda himself their officer, and to assume the duties of his office imme- 
diately, notwithstanding the opinion of the Commissioners ; by which as 
it is further observed, the Guardians, are sought to be deprived of all 
their most ordinary functions. 

Ill reply, the Commissioners have to state that nothing would be more 
satisfactory to them than to see the Guardians of Galway Union assume 
the discharge of their ordinary functions without creating any necessity 
forthe interference of the Commissioners or the exercise of their authority 

Ihe important function, however, of selecting a Clerk of the Union has 
n0 , t ’ i l JT e tim ? Pf 8 t been eser <ased by the Guardians in a manner 
calculated to sustain their own character as a public body, or to promote 

the interests of the ratepayers of the Union. F 

Since the removal of Mr. O’Grady in 1856, the latter part of whose 
cai eei , through the misplaced confidence reposed in him by the Guardians 
was marked by a system of frauds and forgeries unparalleled in the history 
° f i V La j w ’ [ 16 Guardians of Galway Union have five times assem- 
bled for the election of a Clerk, and on not one of those occasions has 
their selection been attended by a satisfactory result. 

On the occasion of Mr. Mahon’s election in August, 1856, the Guar- 
dians will recollect that the Commissioners remonstrated on the around 
of the physical incapacity of that gentleman, and declined for a consid- 
erab e time to ratify that appointment. The Commissioners having 
finally yielded to the unanimous wish of the Guardians, sustained by 
medical certificate, it followed, that on the decease of Mr. Mahon in 
eighteen months after his appointment, the accounts of the Union fell 
into a state of arrear and embarrassment from which they have not yet 
recovered. J J 

m Xt a PP“ nt ”ent_that of Mr. Tierney-the Guardians pre- 
sented that officer with an extra remuneration- of L30 for bringing up the 
arrear of business left by Ins predecessor. This officer, however, it was 
soon afterwards found necessary to remove, for gross delinquency of the 
same kind on his own part; and on his removal by sealed order, although 
sustained by repeated declarations of confidence on the part of the Guar- 
dians, Ins accounts have been found in as bad a state of arrear and con- 
fusion as a,t any tune prevailed during the period since Galway Union 
was established. J 

The next selection made to this important office by the Guardians was 
that of Mr. Macnamara, twice an insolvent, and whose answering in 
arithmetic was very bad, and very inferior to that of several candidate, 
who were on that occasion competing for the office. 
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This appointment the Commissioners declined to receive, and the 
Guardians proceeded to a further election, which resulted in the choice of 
Mr. Quin, to which appointment the Commissioners have already stated 
their objections. 

The consequence of these proceedings has been that, on three several 
occasions since July, 1856, it has been necessary for the Commissioners to 
provide the services of a Clerk from this Department at the request of 
the Guardians in order to retrieve the business of the Union from the 
disorder into which it had fallen through the incompetence of the local 
officers ; and in the short period of two and a-half years, no less than ten 
months of the time of one of the most valuable of the Clerks in the 
Dublin office has been devoted to the discharge of the duties of the Clerk 
of Galway Union. 

The Commissioners feel, under these circumstances, that a more than 
usual degree of responsibility rests upon them in regard to the future 
administration of the Poor Law in Galway Union, and that it is their 
duty, not only to the ratepayers of that Union, but to the public at large, 
to guard, in every possible way, against the further election of unfit 
persons by the Galway Board of Guardians, especially when it is matter 
of notoriety that the services of highly competent persons have been 
rejected. 

In this determination the Commissioners remain, and again request the 
Guardians to proceed to the appointment of a fit person for the office of 
Clerk of Galway Union. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Presiding Chairman, 

Board of Guardians, Galway Union. 

No. 2. Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians on the 18th 
March, 1859, on reading the above letter : — 

RESOLVED-Th.it the Commissioners’ letter be concurred in so far as it 
relates to the appointment of a Clerk and Returning Officer, and that the 
Acting Clerk be directed to insert an advertisement in the usual way. 



III. — Correspondence on the Subject of Distress in the 
Islands of Iniskea, in the Belmullet Union. 



No. 1. — Memorial from the Inhabitants of Iniskea to His Ex- 
cellence the Lord Lieutenant. 

To His Excellency the Earl of Eglinton, General Governor and 
Governor- General of Ireland. 

The Memorial of the Undersigned Inhabitants of Iniskea Island, 
County Mayo. 

Humbly Siieweth your Excellency — 

That on the 14th ultimo a tremendous storm arose which caused 
the sea to dash over their potato crops, and which did dreadful destruc- 
tion to them, so much so as that an appearance of the stalk it left not to 
be seen. 

Poor Memorialists expected their crops might recover, but, alas, their 
expectations are now lost, for instead of recovering, the very roots in the 
ground decayed to such a degree as that they are now a most heartrending 
spectacle to behold. 
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Poor Memorialists seeing their entire means on -which they and their, 
families depended destroyed, and now that they have no alternative, im- 
plore your Excellency’s charitable feelings, and leave their case for your 
consideration, with the hope that your Excellency may make such endow- 
ments as a means to support a number over 300 beings living on an 
island in the Western Ocean, a distance of ten miles from any land. 

Your poor Memorialists make this appeal to your Excellency’s tender 
feelings, as they have no other from whom they expect relief, as their fate 
is inevitable unless your Excellency is so humane as to take their pitiful 
case under your immediate consideration, 

And your Memorialists will, in duty bound, for ever pray. 

(Signed), Owen Kane. 

John M 1 Ginty. 

Michael M‘Ginty. 

Signed on behalf of the Inhabitants. 



I am aware the crop has been entirely damaged at Iniskea. 

Patrick J. MacHale, p.p., 
Kilruse, Erris. 

I have strictly examined the potato crop on the Iniskea Island, and 
find it to fully concur with the within statement. 

James Rowan, Poor Law Guardian. 

Cloglier, July 3, 1858. 

From being stationed on the island of Iniskea South, I have an op- 
portunity of observing the state of the potato crop ; and I can certify 
that the gale of the 1 4t.h ultimo completely destroyed the potato crop on 
the island, with a small exception. 

Richard Jones, 

G. G. Station, Iniskea, Chief Boatman in charge of Station. 

July 3, 1858. 

I have been on the island for the last three years, consequently I had 
an opportunity of observing the condition of the inhabitants, which I cer- 
tify are much in need of immediate relief, owing to the destruction done 
to their potato crop by the storm on the 1 4th ultimo. 

Martin Caldwell, National Teacher. 

July 3, 1858. 



No. 2 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians 
of Belmullet Union. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, July 14, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland transmit herewith, to be laid before the Board of Guardians of 
the Belmullet Union, a copy of a Memorial addressed to his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant (which they have this day received from the 
Under Secretary) by certain of the inhabitants of the Islands of Iniskea, 
in the Electoral Division of Binghamstown South, representing the de- 
struction of the potato crop in the islands by a storm on the 1 4th ult. ; and 
that the memorialists have been thereby deprived of their entire means of 
support. 
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The Commissioners request that the state of the inhabitants of the 
Islands of Iniskea may receive the immediate attention of the Board of 
Guardians. 

The Commissioners think that the Relieving Officer should be directed 
to visit these islands, and receive any applications for relief -which may be 
made to him. 

In cases of sudden and urgent necessity, such as may be expected to 
arise under the circumstances described, in islands at so great a distance 
from the main land, the Relieving Officer will be enabled to give relief in 
food, but not in money. 

If a special and temporary appointment of an additional Relieving Officer 
should be found necessary, the Commissioners will sanction it. 

The Commissioners have instructed the Inspector to visit Belmullet 
immediately, and the Guardians will have the benefit of his advice and 
co-operation. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk, Belmullet Union. 



No. 3. — Report from Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Ballina, July 24, 1858. 

Immediately upon receipt of your letter of the 14th inst., transmitting 
the copy of a memorial to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant from the 
inhabitants of Iniskea islands, I made arrangements for visiting the 
locality, and upon Monday the 20th proceeded thither from Belmullet, 
taking with me the Relieving Officer, and accompanied by Mr. J. C. 
Walslie, son of the proprietor. 

The two islands of Iniskea (North and South) are situated in the 
Atlantic, about four or five miles from the main land. The north island 
is alow, undulating, sandy strip, about a mile and a-half in length, con- 
taining 464 acres of land, and is separated by a narro-w channel from the 
south island, which is smaller in extent and different in form, the ground 
rising in the centre to a height of about 300 feet, with a slope to the north 
and south ; the area contains about 435 acres ; the soil being better than 
on the north island, and, from its elevation, less sandy. 

The south island lies about N.E. and S.W., the village in which all the 
inhabitants reside being on the S.E. coast, facing the main land, and the 
cultivation occupying the southern end of the hill, with a face both to the 
east and west. 

On the 14th June last these islands, in common with the whole of the 
kingdom, were visited by a storm of unusual violence. The wind, which 
was from S.S.AV., blew with frightful force upon the peninsula forming 
the southern extremity of the south island, dashing the spray over the 
whole neck of land, and inundating field upon field of the cultivated 
ground. The combined effect of wind and sea was fatal to the potatoes, 
which, at that period, had reached an advanced stage. The stalks were 
broken off short at the ground, and the tops, now black and withered, may ' 
still be seen on the spot where they fell. A second growth has been made, 
but no corresponding development appears in the root, where the tubers 
seem as immature as when the storm first checked them. Nothing can be 
expected from fields so devastated, and the complete destruction of the 
crop at this particular spot affects about a fourth of the whole extent under 
potatoes, as far as I could estimate. Proceeding inland from this southern 
point the ravages of the storm appear less severe, and the destruction is 
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but partial ; whilst further in the interior, where the high central land 
affords protection, the loss seems confined to a general check calculated to 
retard the crop and diminish the yield, but not to destroy it. 

The northern island, being protected by the higher ground to the south 
of it, has not been seriously affected by the storm, as I understand, but I 
had not time to visit it ; and, as the complaints in the memorial refer to 
the south island alone, I shall confine my future remarks to it, merely 
adding at the close a few statistics of the north island for your information. 

The population in the south island, according to the Census of 1851, 
was 172. At the present day it amounts to 185, comprising 49 families 
representing 168 individuals ; 6 men of the Coast Guard, who, with their 
families, make up 1 6 individuals, and a schoolmaster. 

The inhabitants are all located in huts of the most wretched description, 
clustered together in a spot near the beach, and protected from the.violence 
of the westerly gales by the high land rising immediately behind. 

The crop chiefly cultivated is potatoes, of which there are, according to 
the best calculation I could make, about sixty statute acres. But there 
is also a small extent of barley, rye, and oats, not exceeding ten or twelve 
acres in all. 

The remainder of the island affords scanty pasturage for stock, of which 
there are at present 1 horse, 25 asses, 31 cows, GO sheep, and 43 pigs. 

The land is held by twelve individuals under a written agreement with 
the proprietor ; and the tillage land is arranged by them into four divisions, 
called quarters, which are subdivided amongst 30 families, representing 134 
individuals. The remaining thirty-four hold no land and possess no stock. 

The crop in the first quarter, which forms the peninsula already referred 
to, seems totally destroyed; that in the second and third quarters, partially; 
and that in the fourth, which lies on the north side of the hill, is least in- 
jured of all. Upon the whole I calculate that one-half of the potato crop 
is destroyed. 

The average return in ordinary years is said to be 8 barrels of 144 stone, 
or 7 tons 4 cwt. to the Irish acre, which is equal to about 4£ tons to the 
English acre. The produce of the 60 acres ought, therefore, to have been 
270 tons, and the loss upon an average crop would amount to 135 tons, 
leaving an equal quantity for food ; but the yield this year is not estimated 
at more than 5 barrels instead of 8 to the Irish acre, or 2f tons to the 
English acre ; and, therefore, the probable supply of food remaining on the 
island may be assumed as 83 tons only. 

In addition to their crops and cattle, the only resource possessed by the 
islanders consists of fish, of which they can take but little, owing to the 
want of boats and of any safe harbour in the island, and the value of kelp, 
of which about three or four tons only were made upon the south island 
last year. 

Under these circumstances it is clear that the visitation which has 
deprived them of their chief, if not only, means of support, and cut off one 
of their best sources of wealth (for they have heretofore sold annually a 
considerable quantity of potatoes) will be severely felt by the islanders. 

Those who hold land may not feel the pressure immediately, but I can 
see no prospect for the thirty-four individuals who are returned as haying 
no resources. Indeed it is difficult to imagine how they have maintained 
themselves up to this time, unless upon the charity of the islanders gener- 
ally, all of whom are more or less nearly related. The thirty-four are 
made up of two married couple and four children ; three widowers and one 
child ; ten widows and two children ; ten adult orphans (being six males 
and four females). 

For these persons I can see no such suitable provision as the workhouse, 
which has ample accommodation for five times the number. 
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For the others, who, as land holders, are by law denied assistance from 
the rates, except in the very last extremity, the same mode of relief is 
available, if they qualify themselves for receiving it by surrendering their 
land ; and, however painful to them this alternative, it would save those 
whom the present calamity may reduce to poverty from protracted suffer- 
ing, and prove, in the end, beneficial to them, and of the utmost advantage 
to the state of the island. 

The condition of these people was taken into consideration by the Board 
of Guardians at their meeting on Thursday the 21st, which I attended, 
and arrangements were made for securing the presence of the Relieving 
Officer in the island once a-fortnight for the purpose of receiving appli- 
cations for relief, and affording, where necessary, provisional relief in food, 
and the means of transport to the workhouse. I look upon these steps as 
quite sutlicient to meet the present exigency of the case, and I concur with 
the Guardians in thinking that relief in the workhouse is the most appro- 
priate as well as the safest remedy that can be applied ; and that it is more 
advisable to permit the Relieving Officer to purchase food for provisional 
relief in the island (which, for the present, at least, can be done) than to 
send him in with a supply of meal, which might lead to the expectation of 
a measure of out-door relief larger than could be legally afforded, having 
regard to the number of land holders, or than would be desirable even if 
it were possible. 

I consider the powers of the Board of Guardians and Relieving Officer 
quite sufficient to meet the difficulty and afford the relief without any 
extension of their power in the direction of out-door relief by means of 
an order under your seal, which the circumstances of the district and the 
state of the workhouse do not at present warrant. And I entertain no 
doubt that by a watchful administration of the law all casualties may be 
prevented, and effectual relief be brought within reach of all those who 
require it. 

The population of the north island in 1851 appears, by the Census, to 
have been 85 ; it is now 108. There are about forty-three acres of pota- 
toes and corn, of which not more than six acres are reported to me as 
destroyed, and the remainder as not much injured by the storm. The 
stock on this island consists of 8 horses, 13 asses, 20 cows, 58 sheep, and 
15 pigs. 

Of the thirty families upon this island all are land holders except six 
individuals (four widows and two young adult males), who will probably 
find no difficulty in continuing to maintain themselves as heretofore. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Richard Bourse. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 4 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary 
of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
SiR, July 28, 1858. 

Referring to their letter of the 14th instant, the Commissioners for 
administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland transmit here- 
with, for the information of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, a copy 
of a report which they have received from their Inspector, Mr. Bourke, 
describing the result of the inquiries made by him, in pursuance of their 
instructions, into the circumstances represented in a memorial addressed 
to Ilis Excellency by certain inhabitants of the Island of Iniskea, South, 
in the Belmullet Union, and communicated by you to the Commissioners. 

C 
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The Commissioners also enclose a copy of a Minute of the Board of 
Guardians of the 22nd instant on the subject, and they desire to request 
His Excellency’s favourable consideration of the course which is suggested 
by the Board of Guardians with reference to the continuance of tie 
Coast Guard on the island diming the temporary distress of the inhabitants. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To Colonel Larcom, r.e., Dublin Castle. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 22nd July, 1858, enclosed in 
foregoing Letter. 

Resolved— That the Clerk do prepare a Memorial to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, by next Board day, stating the necessity of continuing the 
Coast Guards on the Iniskea Island during the temporary distress of the 
population. 



No. 5. — Further Report from Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, 
to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Ballina, August 9, 1858. 

I beg to inform you that I went to Bel mullet on Thursday last, hoping 
to meet the Board of Guardians and assist in arranging about the remu- 
neration to be given to the Relieving Officer for the additional duties 
occasioned by the distress in the Islands of Iniskea, as well as to receive 
his report of proceedings at his last visit. Only two Guardians having 
attended there was no business transacted ; but I made inquiries from the 
Relieving Officer, and learned from him that the impressions derived from 
his last visit fully bear out the opinions I expressed in my report respect- 
ing the condition of the potato crop in the island and the extent of the 
loss. He states that complaints of destitution were made to him by 
several persons, and that out-door relief was. generally demanded, but no 
disposition shown to profit by his offers of admission to the Workhouse. 

The Relieving Officer entertains no apprehension of immediate suffering 
even among that portion of the population of the island which I repre- 
sented in my report as being without land or any ostensible mode of 
existence ; but he believes it to be impossible that those persons should 
continue long able to obtain their support, as at present, by the benevo- 
lence of the other inhabitants who are rather better off ; and that the time 
must shortly arrive when they will be driven to accept relief in the Work- 
house. He has taken an office on the island, and fixed a notice to the 
door stating the periods of his visit, and has made some provision with one 
of the most respectable men in the island for meeting any case of necessity 
which may suddenly arise. 

These arrangements are, in my opinion, quite sufficient to allay any 
anxiety as to the present condition of the islanders ; but I am convinced 
that the greater number of them will submit to suffering of great extent 
and severity before accepting relief in the Belmullet Workhouse, which is 
all that can, according to law, be given to the majority of the inhabitants 
so long as there is room within the Poorhouse for their reception. _ And I 
may, therefore, be permitted to call attention to an opportunity which now 
presents itself of mitigating the sufferings of these people by affording them 
employment, though* the subject is not in any way connected with Poor 
Law administration. 

It appears that at the last Assizes for Mayo, the Grand Jury, upon the 
suggestion of the county members, recommended the appropriation of a 
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balance of the Reproductive Loan Fund, now in the hands of the Treasury 
to the credit of the county, upon certain works for the improvement of 
the channels and harbours along the coast. Amongst other works it was 
suggested that a pier and harbour should be constructed at Iniskea for 
the protection of fishing boats. The recommendation of the Grand Jury 
has been transmitted to the Government, and I perceive by a letter from 
the Chief Secretary to Lord John Browne that steps have been taken for 
obtaining a report upon the nature of the works proposed. If the report 
upon the Iniskea harbour should be favourable, it would be of great 
importance with reference to the condition of the islanders that the work 
should be soon commenced; for, if laid out and entered upon at this season, 
it could probably be continued throughout the winter. And it may, 
perhaps, appear right to you to call attention to this subject, as there is 
no doubt that the expenditure of a few hundred pounds in labour would 
prove a most useful auxiliary to Poor Law relief, and meet cases which it 
could not reach, except by sacrifices on part of the people, which they 
would endure a great deal rather than make. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

R'. Bourke. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 6 . — Letter, from the Commissioners to Mr. Bourke. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, August 14, 1858. 

Adverting to your report dated the 9th inst., on the subject of the 
condition of the inhabitants of the islands of Iniskea, in the Belmullet 
Union, and to the Commissioners’ letter of the 12th inst., relating to the 
suggestion contained in your report, -with regard to the erection of a pier 
and harbour at Iniskea, the Commissioners for administering the Laws 
for Relief of the Poor in Ireland desire to inform you that they have 
not yet received any official answer from the Chief Secretary’s Office on 
the subject of your report ; but they wish you to regard the case of the 
inhabitants of Iniskea, who may become destitute, in reference to Poor 
Law relief alone, and not in reference to any Public W orks which have 
been proposed by the Grand Jury of the county. 

It may be well to estimate as early as practicable what is likely to be the 
extent of the burthen thrown on the Electoral Division to which Iniskea 
Islands belong, as the relief will be chargeable to that Division, and there 
is no fund from which any Electoral Division can now receive assistance. 

The Commissioners observe in the last minutes of the Guardians that 
it is their -wish to charge on the Electoral Division not only the cost of 
the relief, but also the additional expense attendant on the discharge of 
the duties of Relieving Officer; but there exists, in the opinion of the 
Commissioners, no ground for departing from the ordinary rule of charge 
in this respect, and the Commissioners will so inform the Guardians. 

It is stated on the minutes of the Guardians, that of eighty-four persons 
reported by the Relieving Officer to be at this time ■without provisions, no 
less a number than fifty-three are persons who made no tillage. The 
Commissioners presume the inference to be drawn from this is that such 
persons cannot be considered as sufferers from the recent disaster to the 
crops. 

The Commissioners think that, although the fact, if accurately stated, 
has an important bearing on the character of the existing causes of dis- 

c 2 
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tress, the Guardians should be equally prepared to meet the actual desti- 
tution from whatever cause it may arise. 

There may be among these cases some relievable out of the Work- 
house, under the 1st Sec. of the Act 10th Vic. c. 31 ; and it will he for 
the Guardians to determine whether in such cases an out- door allowance, 
in meal or otherwise, should be given on application for relief being made, 
or whether relief in the Workhouse is more suitable, according to the cir- 
cumstances of each case. 

From the state of the Financial Return of the Belmullet Union it ap- 
pears an estimate for new rates ought to be now in progress, and the 
Commissioners request you will assist the Guardians in considering it as 
soon as it is before them. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

W. D. Wods worth, for Chief Clerk. 

Richard Bourke, Esq., Poor Law Inspector, Ballina. 



No. 7. — Report from Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Ballina, December 17, 1858. 

I beg to inform you that I visited Belmullet on Wednesday, and made 
as particular inquiries as possible into the state of the people upon the 
Island of Iniskea south. The weather has been so very stormy of late 
that the Relieving Officer has not been able to visit it since the 8th No- 
vember. At that time he states that the people were not in a very dis- 
tressed state, owing to the large quantity of fish caught and sold diu-ing 
the fine weather ; but. that the produce of the potatoes planted on the 
island was even worse than had been anticipated, and that many families 
were without any store of provision. Since his visit he had had some 
communication with the island through some of the inhabitants who 
had availed themselves of a short interval of calm to approach the main 
land, and his impression was that the condition of some of the poorest of 
the people must have become critical. Two women had come over to beg, 
and were waiting on the shore, where he saw them, for an opportunity of 
returning with a few stone of potatoes which they had collected. 

Under these circumstances it seemed to me that no time should be lost 
in adopting the suggestion you lately made to the Guardians of appoint- 
ing a Relieving Officer to reside on the island ; and upon consideration it 
appeared to me better that an experienced man, in whose judgment con- 
fidence could be placed, should be selected for this duty, than that an in- 
habitant of the island should be selected for the purpose, or a stranger, 
unaccustomed to the duties to be performed, should be specially sent in. 

The position of a Relieving Officer in charge of a supply of food on the 
island is more difficult at the present time in consequence of the with- 
drawal of the coast-guard, who were removed from the island about a 
fortnight ago ; he has no one now upon whom he can rely for assistance 
in protecting the property of the Union in case of any attempt at plunder 
And when it is remembered that these islanders, in the summers of 184/ 
and 1S48, attacked several vessels becalmed off the coasts and robbed 
them, in one of which affrays an islander was shot, and that these outrages 
only ceased when a party of the coast-guard were stationed on the island, 
it cannot be denied that there is some ground for apprehension on the 
score of violence. For these, reasons I recommended the Guardians who 
met at the Board-room on Thursday to detach Mr. Gibbons, one of the 
two Relieving Officers, and place him in permanent charge of the island 
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liis duty on the main land being performed by his colleague, Mr. 

O’Malley. This suggestion was complied with, as will be seen by the 
Minutes, and a ton ol‘ Indian meal was ordered from Ballina, which Mr. 
Gibbons will take into the island as soon after its arrival as the weather 
admits. One of the houses lately occupied by the coast-guard has been 
given for a store ; and as it has recently been thatched and repaired under 
the impression that the continuance of the party would thereby be secured, 
the property of the Union will. probably be safe from injury ; and I trust 
that Mr. Gibbons, with the assistance of the principal man on the island, 
who acts as the landlord’s bailiff, may be able to preserve it from plunder. 
The meal will probably reach Behnullet on Saturday, and can be con- 
veyed into the island on Monday, if the weather shall permit. 

I recommended the Guardians to meet with more regularity once a-week, 
so as to receive' the communications of the Relieving Officers, and they 
resolved upon so doing. 

I trust these measures may guard against any casualty which might 
arise whilst the people were prevented by stress of weather from leaving 
the island. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

The Poor Law Commissioners. Richard Bourke. 

No. 8 . — Letter, from the Commissioners to the Chief Secretary 
of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

My Lord, December 18, 18,58. 

Adverting to previous correspondence on the subject of the probable 
occurrence of distress in the Islands of Iniskea, in Belmullet Union, through 
destruction of the crops by storm, the Commissioners for administering 
the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland desire to forward herewith, for 
the information of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, a copy ot a report 
which they have received from Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, on the 
subject of the increasing difficulties of the inhabitants of these Islands, and 
the steps taken by the Board of G uardians to afford relief in urgent cases. 

The Commissioners are at the same time desirous of drawing particular 
attention to that part of Mr. Bourke’ s report which relates to the recent 
removal of the coast-guard from the Islands, and to the consequent 
absence of all protection for the Relieving Officer whom the Board, of 
Guardians have directed to reside there, and for the store of meal which 
he is about to convey to the Islands. 

The dates of the Commissioners’ previous communications with respect 
to the condition of the Islands of Iniskea, and the representations of the 
Board of Guardians and inhabitants concerning them, are the 14th July, 
28th July, and 10th August last. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Right Hon. Lord Maas, Dublin Castle. 



No. 9 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Chief Secretary 
of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
My Lord, January 3, 1859. 

Referring to previous correspondence, relating to the probable occur- 
rence of distress in the Islands of Iniskea, in Belmullet Union, through the 
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destruction of the potato crop by storm, the Commissioners for adminis- 
tering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland desire to forward to 
your lordship, for the information of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 
an extract from the Minutes of Proceeding of the Board of Guardians on 
the 30th ultimo. 

The coast-guard having been withdrawn, the Commissioners are strongly 
of opinion that an urgent necessity exists for a constabulary force to be 
placed in the Island to protect the Relieving Officer in the safe keeping 
of the store of provisions which he may require to keep there for the pur- 
pose of affording relief. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Right Hon. Lord Naas, Dublin Castle. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 30th December, 1858, 
enclosed in foregoing Letter. 

Relieving Officer’s Report. 

Gentlemen, 

I have to report that up to this I could not get to the Island of Iniskea, 
the weather being too stormy since last Board day. I have the meal in the 
Workhouse in charge of the Master, and have settled with a hooker, which 
is lying at the quay of Belmullet awaiting the first opportunity to proceed 
with the meal to the island. I am anxiously looking out for an opportunity 
to proceed and effect a landing with the provisions, and nothing shall be left 
undone on my part, I hope, to relieve any cases of emergency. 

I remain, &c., 

Richard Gibbons, Relieving Officer. 
Board Room, 30th December, 1858. 



io. Letter from the Chief Secretary of the Lord Lieu- 

tenant to the Commissioners. 

Dublin Castle, January 6, 1859. 

Gentlemen, 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of 
vour letter of the 3rd instant, suggesting that a Constabulary force should 
be sent to the Island of Iniskea for the protection of the Relieving Officer 
in the safe keeping of a store of provisions, and I am to acquaint you that 
the Inspector-General of Constabulary has been directed to send live men 
if that force to the island for the purpose alluded to. 

I am, Gentlemen, your obedient servant. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. Naas, 



ii. Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated Jan. 13, 1859. 

Relieving Officer's Report. 

Gentlemen, 

I have to report that I arrived with a ton of Indian meal on South 
Iniskea Island on the 4th instant, being three days on the passage between 
Belmullet and the island. Since my arrival here I found it necessary to give 
relief infour cases, threeof them being persons permanently disabled bypldage 
and one being an able-bodied man who was to come before the Board with his 
family. they being in a state of starvation. Since my arrival on the island 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




in Iniskea : Belmullet Union. 



39 



No. 9-12.] 



I have made myself thoroughly acquainted with the present state of the in- 
habitants. There are 171 persons on the south island at present, 55 of whom 
are now out of provisions, 76 will have provisions up to the 1st March next, 
and 40 will be able to support themselves throughout the year. There are 
a good many of the able-bodied and their families in distress on the island ; 
in these cases I have offered an order to the Workhouse, and also a mode of 
transit • they refused ; a good many of them have weak families. I received 
a good many applications from the north island. I visited their houses several 
times and I find there is no distress at present on that island. 

I have, &c., 

Richard Gibbons, Relieving Officer. 

Iniskea South, Jan. 12, 1859. 

Anthony Ginty, sen., and Anthony Ginty, jun., from Iniskea, brought 
before the Board for admission, not having brought their respective families 
with them ; but as they respectively hold more than a quarter of an acre of 
land each, the Board were obliged to reject their applications. 



r 0> 12. Letter from the Commissioners to theBoAiiD of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
got January 17, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland have had under their consideration the Minutes of Pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Belmullet Union, on the 13th 
instant, containing a Minute from which it appears that two persons from 
the Island of Iniskea applied for relief, but that their applications were 
refused inasmuch as the persons referred to respectively hold more than 
a quarter of an acre of land. 

With regard to this decision the Commissioners request the attention 
of the Board of Guardians to their circular letter of the 23rd May, 1848 
(a copy of which is enclosed), in which the Commissioners communicated 
the opinion of counsel which the}' had received to the effect that such 
members of the families of persons holding more than a quarter of an 
acre of land as may be destitute can legally be relieved by the Board of 
Guardians. 

The provisional powers of Relieving Officers at once to give relief to 
every class of destitute persons in all cases of sudden and urgent neces- 
sity is also pointed out in the same circular. 

The Commissioners request that the circular and opinion may be im- 
mediately communicated to Mr. Gibbons, the Relieving Officer on Iniskea 
Island. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

The Clerk to the Board of Guardians of 
Belmullet Union. 



Copy of Circular, enclosed in No. 12. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, May 23, 1848. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland have been informed that the families of persons occupying 
more than a quarter of an acre of land suffer in some cases very great pri- 
vation in consequence of the head of the family refusing to give up the occu- 
pation of any part of such land, and being therefore not entitled to receive 
relief under the provisions of 10 Vic. cap. 31, sec. 10. 

The Commissioners have resorted to legal advice on this subject, and I am 
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directed tostate that such members of the family of a person holding more than 
a quarter of an acre of land as may be destitute can legally be relieved in the 
Workhouse of the Union ; or if the Workhouse be full, the Guardians may 
relieve them out of the Workhouse, if an Order of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners authorizing the relief of such persons out of the Workhouse, under 
the 2nd section of the Act, be in operation in the Union in which they reside. 

The Commissioners desire at the same time to point out that the pro- 
visional power given to Relieving Officers under sec. 7 of the Relief Exten- 
sion Act, applies to every class of destitute persons in all cases of sudden 
and urgent necessity, whether the parties be or be not relievable out of the 
Workhouse by the Board of Guardians in virtue of any Order of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, issued under the 2nd section of the Extension Act. 

It is not to be understood, however, from the above observations, that a 
person occupying mor.e than a quarter of an acre is himself relievable either 
in or out of the Workhouse. 

I am to desire that you will call the immediate attention of the Board of 
Guardians to the contents of this Circular, and to the necessity of their at 
once giving instruction to the Relieving Officers of the Union accordingly. 

I have, &e., 

W. Stanley, Secretary. 

To the Clerk of each Union. 



No. 13 . — Report from Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners. 

Ballina, February 17, 1859. 

Gentlemen, 

I attended the weekly meeting of the Board of Guardians of Bel- 
mullet Union yesterday, when a report was received from the Relieving 
Officer at Iniskea Island, detailing the amount of relief afforded during 
the five weeks ending the 5th inst. (total £1 Is. lOrf.) and referring to 
the cases as entered upon his Application and Report Book which accom- 
panied his letter. They were eight in number, and represented twenty- 
seven individuals, and had all received provisional relief. One boy of 
sixteen, who is infirm from deformity, had been sent into the Workhouse 
on the previous Saturday, when the weather happened to permit it. The 
Relieving Officer’s books and Report arrived by the same opportunity, hut 
the violence of the wind since that day had prevented any communication 
between the island and the main land, and none of the parties appearing 
upon the Relieving Officer’s books were present. 

The Guardians made orders upon the cases submitted, to the effect of 
continuing out-door relief in meal to such persons as were legally entitled 
to receive it ; and directing the Relieving Officer to afford provisional 
relief to those not so circumstanced, until an opportunity should offer for 
safely sending them to the Workhouse. 

This order will, I trust, guard against human suffering or danger to 
life in this island, where the circumstances are so exceptional, without in- 
fringing the provisions of the law. 

The Relieving Officer reports “ that all the inhabitants are nearly 
Out of provisions, and the most part of them without means, and very ur- 
gent cases daily applying.” 

He further states that, whilst issuing meal on the 5th inst., a rush was 
made into his store by about forty persons, who threatened him, and that 
he found it necessary to call for the help of the police lately stationed 
there. Aid was promptly afforded, and the serjeant in charge of the party 
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thought it prudent to leave two of his men in the office with the Relieving 
Officer. 

I have the honour to he, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 



The Poor Law Commissioners. * 



R. Bourke. 



No. 14 . — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 10th March, 
1859. 

Relieving Officer’s Report. 

Gentlemen, 

Annexed I send you herewith a Return, showing the number of persons 
relieved at. Iniskea during the weeks ending the 26th February and 5th 
March, J859. I have to report that the state of the people on the south 
island is getting worse. If the weather continues stormy the parties now 
receiving out-door relief, together with a good many more who received 
none as yet, will starve unless the relief is continued to them until such 
time as I would be able to send to the Workhouse such destitute persons as 
are relievable in that manner only, which cannot be done unless in very 
good weather, as a good many of the families of the able-bodied are weak 
and sickly, particularly the children under fifteen years of age, whom 1 
consider it would be dangerous to remove except in fine weather. I require 
two tons of meal on the island with as little delay as possible. 

I have, &c., 

Richard Gibbons, Relieving Officer. 

Iniskea, March 5th, 1859. 

P.S I beg leave to submit to you for your decision the cases in my Appli- 

cation and Report Book from 20 to 38 inclusive. 

Resolved — That the out-door relief given by Mr. Gibbons up to the pre- 
sent date to the Iniskea paupers be sanctioned, and that he continue to 
reside on the island until further orders. 

Ordered— That the Clerk do write to Mr. Levingston of Westport to send 
down two tons of Indian meal by the first boat coming, and that he procure 
bags at the cost of the Board. The Board is informed that Murphy’s boat is 
now r at Westport quay, and will take it down at once. 

Ordered — That 5 cwt. of oatmeal be purchased by the Clerk in Belmullet 
and that it be sent into Iniskea to meet any urgent cases that may arise 
until the Indian meal comes from Westport. 



No. 15. — Report from Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners. 

Ballina, March 30, 1859. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg leave to inform you that I attended the weekly meeting of the 
Board of Guardians, at Belmullet, on Thursday last, the 24th instant. 

The Relieving Officer stationed at Iniskea did not come in from the 
island, detained there probably by stress of weather; nor did he send in his 
books. The latest information as to the condition of the people reached 
to the 10th instant, when the Relieving Officer was last before the Board. 

Upon that occasion he reported that the stock of meal upon the island 
was nearly exhausted, and the Guardians ordered as much as could be 
procured in the town to be bought and taken back by him on his return, 
whilst, at the same time, ordering a larger supply from Westport. I 
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found, upon my arrival at Belmullet on the 21st, that the. Relieving 
Officer had, after some days’ delay, succeeded in gaining the island with 
the small quantity of meal, but no tidings had yet been received of the 
supply from Westport. It was, however, expected in by every tide, and 
arrangements had been made for its prompt conveyance to the island. 

According to the returns delivered in by the Relieving Officer at his 
last visit, there were seventy-five persons in receipt of out-door relief on 
the south island, at the close of the week ending the 5th inst. By an 
examination of the Register, I found that of this number nine persons only 
were relievable under the 1 st sec. of the 1 Oth "V ic. c. 3 1 . The remainder 
must be looked upon as persons provisionally relieved by the Relieving 
Officer, until an opportunity may arise when he can safely remove them 
to the Workhouse. Up to the present moment the season has been of 
such unexampled severity that intercourse between the island and the 
main land has been interrupted for weeks together, and even then practi- 
cable only at some risk, and during very short periods. The boats of the 
island are of the worst description, quite unsuited for the transport of 
women and children in the winter season, and a sailing vessel must be 
sent from Belmullet in order to afford them a safe passage. 

Amongst these persons, thus receiving provisional relief, there are thirteen 
cases, representing thirty-four individuals, where the head of the family is 
in occupation of land exceeding a quarter of an acre. Relief has been 
afforded to the families of these men, but not to themselves, in conformity 
with the terms of the circular of the 10th May, 1848. 

The remaining five cases are those of persons who are not in occupation 
of land, but, nevertheless, are excluded from out-door relief except by 
force of an order from you. 

The Guardians view with some dissatisfaction the continuance of the 
irregular and exceptional state of the relief now afforded in the island, 
and appear resolved to put an end to it as soon as the weather will admit 
of their sending over to the island a boat fit to convey to Belmullet the 
persons now under provisional relief. It is proposed to afford them a pas- 
sage in this boat, and, in the event of their refusal, to withdraw the relief 
now afforded. 

The accounts from the island all concur in representing the distress as 
very severe, but mitigation may be soon expected when the fishing opens. 
A considerable quantity of potatoes has been already planted, the custom 
being to plant them in the islands earlier than elsewhere.. And I was 
informed at Belmullet last week that every family in the islands, down 
to the very poorest, had preserved some seed and planted it, though in 
many cases the quantity was under a bushel. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

R. Bourke. 



N 0 16. — Extracts from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 31st March, 
1859. 

Relieving Officer’s Report. 

Gentlemen, 

I have to report that I relieved 87 persons on Iniskea Island during 
the week ending Saturday the 19th March, 1859: 1 0 of these are relieved 
under section 1, and 77 under section 2 — 68 of whom are relieved under 
Commissioners’ Circular of 1848. The weather for the last week Avas very 
favourable, and a good many of those who Avere getting relief got potatoes 
from the main land, and are busily engaged in making a tillage. . bnder 
these circumstances I have removed fifty-three persons off my Relief List. 
In the meantime I have given an order to the Workhouse in these cases, 
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and have offered the parties a mode of conveyance thereto, which none of 
them would accept. They will be able to support themselves for three or 
four weeks, while they are making the tillage, as they have some seed pota- 
toes, and as long as they are putting the seed in the ground they will not 
starve. In the meantime I beg to remark to the Board that the whole of 
these parties who are making a tillage, with very few exceptions, are in very 
poor circumstances. 

I have, &e., 

' Richard Gibbons, Relieving Officer. 

Iniskea, March 2b', 1859. 

Proposed by Mr. Bingham, seconded by Mr. George S. Bourns— That a 
large boat be sent to Iniskea to take away paupers therefrom, to bring them 
to the Union Workhouse, and that the Relieving Officer go in the boat. 

Proposed by Mr. Bingham, seconded by Mr. D’Arcy — That all out-door 
relief do cease to all parties refusing to come into the Workhouse in pur- 
suance of the former resolution. 

Proposed by Mr. Denis Bingham, seconded by Mr. D’Arcy — That the 
Believing Officer do cease to reside in Iniskea from the day he so brings the 
boat, in pursuance of the former resolution ; but that he do visit it once a 
fortnight or oftener, if necessary, and that the weekly payment do cease ; 
but whenever he may be detained by bad weather he be allowed Is. per day 
while so on the island of Iniskea. 

Resolved — That the Relieving Officer do bring 10 cwt. meal to Iniskea for 
temporary out-door relief. 

Resolved — That the three Electoral Divisions of Binghamstown^ North, 
Binghamstown South, and Belmullet be made into four Electoral Divisions, 
and that the following Townlands comprise each Electoral Division: — 

Binghamstown North. — A ugkadoon, Glenlara, Cloonine, Gladrey, 
Corclogh, Carn-Eowler, Gortnedan. 

Binghamstown South Carn-Kock, Emblvcap, Binghamstown, Bally - 

macksheron. Drum, Drumreagh, Monraghrory, Reenagh, Cross Boyd 
and Cross Common, Leam, Elly Devish, Annagh, Tarmincarrow, 
Emlybeg, North and South, Ardmore, Barranagh, and Aughleam. 

Belmullet. — Attycorrane, Toorglass, Corclogh, Belmullet, Knock- 
shambo, Tallagh, Moyraghaau, Shanaghy, Aughaglashins, Bartrave, 
Pollacopple, and Knocknalina. 

Tarmon Electoral Division. — Mullaghroe, Terrane,Devlane,Cloglier, 
Cartron, Cartron Gilbert, Letterbeg, Sirgeview, Tarmon, Falmore, 
Iniskea North and Iniskea South, and that the Commissioners do 
approve of the Divisions so proposed by the Board. 



No. 17. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, April 4, 1 859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Leland have had under their consideration the Minutes of Proceedings 
of the Board of Guardians of Belmullet Union, on the 31st ultimo, a copy 
of which the Commissioners have received to-day, containing a resolution 
directing that all out-door relief do cease to all parties refusing to leave 
the island of Iniskea and come into the Workhouse, and a further resolu- 
tion that the Relieving Officer shall cease to reside in the island from the 
day that lie brings persons who will enter the Workhouse, to Belmullet. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to state that under 
existing circumstances, affecting the poor inhabitants of the island of 
Iniskea, the Commissioners cannot approve the discontinuance ot the 
Relieving Officer’s residence there, and they request that the Board of 
Guardians will reconsider the resolution proposing to abandon the ar- 
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rangement which was made, after due deliberation, for meeting the pre- 
vailing distress and destitution on the island. 

As regards the resolution to discontinue all out-door relief, the Com- 
missioners have to point out that the Relieving Officer’s responsibility under 
the 7th section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act, to give provisional 
relief in cases of sudden and urgent necessity by affording immediate and 
temporary relief in food, lodging, or otherwise, is not subject to control 
by resolution of the Board of Guardians, and for the proper use of the 
discretionary power vested in him under this section, the Relieving Officer 
must be held directly accountable. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians 
of Belmullet Union. 

Rfo. 18 . — Further Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, April 8, 18.59. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had before them the resolution contained in the Minutes 
of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Belmullet Union on the 
.‘list ultimo, proposing that the three Electoral Divisions of Binghamstown 
North, Binghamstown South, and Belmullet, be formed into four Electoral 
Divisions; and the Commissioners request that the Board of Guardians 
will be so good as to state the grounds upon which the proposal in ques- 
tion is made. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk, Belmullet Union. 



No. 19. — Memorial from the Inhabitants of Iniskea to the Lord 
Lieutenant. 

To His Excellency the Earl of Eglinton and Winton, Lord Lieutenant- 
General and General Governor of Ireland. 

The humble Petition of the Inhabitants of Iniskea South, 
Barony of Erris, County of Mayo, Ireland, 

Humbly Sheweth — 

That your petitioners sometime ago brought under the notice of your 
Excellency the great loss they sustained by a wind which blew right across 
the island, destroying vegetation of every description. 

That your petitioners were then led to believe that they would receive 
that requisite assistance which their dire poverty demanded. Up to the 
present there has been no more than about thirty hundred of meal distri- 
buted among your petitioners, numbering nearly 250. 

That your petitioners are now nearly reduced to real starvation, to 
nakedness, and even many of them to wander by the tide to snatch from 
the reefs a kind of sea-weed to use as food; notwithstanding all their 
sufferings, they would almost rather die of hunger than give up their 
cabins and small pieces of land. 

That any person who may be anxious to visit this island will there see 
poverty of the direst kind, marking the countenances, the raiments, and 
the cabins of your petitioners. 
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That your petitioners applied on different occasions to the Belmullet 
Board of Guardians for out- door relief for the able-bodied poor of the 
island, but all to no purpose; they were told that the law was against such 
a course. Tour petitioners were, therefore, obliged to return to their 
cabins with empty stomachs and sinking hearts. 

That unless there is something done immediately to relieve their distress, 
their once strong and robust frames will soon be reduced to mere skeletons. 
Your petitioners would not for a moment venture, however true, to bring 
their utter wretchedness under the notice of your Excellency, relying upon 
their own statements alone, but they most respectfully refer for the truth 
of them to Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, who visited the island, and 
to many of the Guardians who are aware of their sad condition, together 
with the Relieving Officer, who is at present on the island. 

As your petitioners are cut off from influence of a gentry, a middle 
class, or a professional class, surrounded by every thing wild, and separated 
from the society of any persons who could see their real distress at all times 
and have it fully represented ; under these circumstances your petitioners, 
therefore, humbly hope that your Excellency will see the necessity of using 
your great influence with the Commissioners of Poor Law in Ireland, and 
of prevailing on them to stretch their prerogative in their case, and grant 
to your petitioners out-door relief for the next four months, and your 
petitioners will pray. 

his 

Richard -j- Keane. 

mark. 

Anthony -J- M‘Ginty. 

Michael M‘ Ginty. 

John -{- M‘Ginty. 

John -j- Lavelle. 

Richard -j- Barrett. 

His Excellency .the Earl of Eglinton and Winton, 

Lord Lieutenant-General and General Governor of Ireland, 

Castle, .Dublin. 



No^20. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary 
of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office. Dublin, 
Sir, April 6, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland acknowledge the receipt this day of a memorial (referred from 
the Chief Secretary’s Office) addressed to his Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant by inhabitants of the island of Iniskea, in the Belmullet Union, 
in which they represent the increasing distress of the inhabitants, and seek 
for the extension and continuance of out-door relief. 

In reference to the representations contained in the memorial, the Com- 
missioners desire me to state, for his Excellency’s information, that it does 
not appear by the Minutes of the Guardians’ Proceedings, the reports of 
the Relieving Officer, or the reports of Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, 
that the supply of food sent to the island, for the purposes of Poor Law 
Relief, has hitherto been found insufficient; and, according to Mr. Bourke’s 
last report, dated 30th March, seventy-five persons (by the returns then 
available) were in receipt of out- door relief. A further supply of meal 
was at that time purchased by the Board of G uardians and sent to Iniskea, 
and two tons of meal were ordered from Westport. 
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Mr. Bourke at the same time stated that the Guardians viewed with 
some dissatisfaction the continuance of the irregular and exceptional 
state of the relief then afforded, and appeared resolved to put an end to it 
by sending a boat to the island tit to convey the people receiving provi- 
sional relief to the Workhouse. The accounts from the island, Mr. Bourke 
stated, all concurred in representing the distress as very severe ; but, he 
observed, that mitigation of the distress might soon be expected when the 
fishing opens ; that a considerable quantity of potatoes had already been 
planted, and that every family in the islands, down to the poorest, had pro- 
cured some seed and planted it. 

At the meeting of the Board of Guardians on the 31st ultimo, the 
Minutes of which reached the Commissioners on the 4tli instant, it was 
proposed that all out-door relief should cease to persons refusing to leave 
the island and come into the Workhouse, and that the Relieving Officer 
should cease to reside there. 

There is ample room in the Belmullet Workhouse for all persons from 
the islands likely to require relief ; and the continuance or refusal of out- 
door relief to persons to whom it may legally be given by the Board of 
Guardians is a matter wholly within the discretion of the Guardians; but 
the Relieving Officer remains directly responsible under the 7th section ol 
the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act, for affording and repeating provisional 
relief in all cases of urgency, and this the Commissioners have again, on 
the 4th instant, pointed out to the Guardians, reminding them that the 
Relieving Officer, in this respect, is not subject to their control. The 
Commissioners likewise objected to the discontinuance of the Relieving 
Officer’s residence on the island. 

A communication has been this day received from the Clerk of the 
Union in reply to a letter from the Commissioners of the 1st instant, from 
which it appears that the Relieving Officer was at Belmullet on the 4th 
instant, waiting for a boat which would probably leave on the oth instant 
for Iniskea, with lialf-a-ton of the meal received from Westport. 

As regards the application contained in the memorial for further au- 
thority to the Board of Guardians to give out-door relief, the Commis- 
sioners have to state that under section 2 of the Act 10 Vic. c. 31, they 
have no power to legalize out-door relief to able-bodied persons so long as 
there is room in the Workhouse, and the W orkhouse is not made unavail- 
able by infectious disease. 

The Commissioners desire me to add that they have forwarded the 
memorial to Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, and that they will again 
communicate with you on the subject on receiving a further report which 
they have requested Mr. Bourke to make. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 



To Colonel Larcom, r.e., &c., 
Dublin Castle. 



B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



No. 21. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians, dated April 7, 1859. 

In reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 4th April, No. 7,982, the 
Board have to state that they did make provision according to the terms 
of the 7th section of the 10 Vic. c. 31, and for that purpose ordered that 
1 0 cwt. of meal be sent to Iniskea island ; that it appeared to the Board 
that there was and is abundance of room in the Union Workhouse; and 
that when the weather permits communication with the island, that all 
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paupers who fall within the section 1 of 10 Viet. c. 81, should be brought 
into the Workhouse, and as far as that class is concerned, that out-door 
relief should cease. As to the Relieving Officer’s ceasing to reside on the 
island, he was ordered to visit it periodically for the purpose of giving 
relief to such parties as may become suddenly destitute. 



No. 22. Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the 

Commissioners. 

Belmullet Workhouse, 

Gentlemen, April 10, 1859. 

I beo- to state that I have this day been speaking to Mr. Gibbons, 
Believinc Officer, who arrived here from Iniskea on last night, and that 
he informed me that after his arrival on the island, he went to all the .par- 
ties who were in receipt of temporary relief, and gave them tickets of ad- 
mission to the Workhouse, and offered them a passage to Belmullet in the 
hooker which he hired for the purpose, which passage they declined to accept. 
He gave them no more meal, although they sued very hard to get it, except 
in two instances, where some members of the families were sick and unable to 
avail themselves of his offer, even though they were inclined. He further 
states that from what he can see and learn that a good many families are 
in great distress at present, and that they are neglecting the making of 
the small tillage which they have commenced ; this he attributes to the 
want of sufficient nourishment to enable them to work. He had ho further 
information of any importance to communicate. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

Patrick RrEi.LY, Clerk of the Union. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 23 Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 

Guardians. 

Poor Law .Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, April 12, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under their consideration the Minute contained in 
the Minutes of Proceedings at the meeting of the Board of Guardians of 
Belmullet Union on the 7th instant, in reply to the Commissioners’ letter 
of the 4th instant, objecting to the proposed discontinuance of the resid- 
ence of the Relieving Officer on Iniskea island, from which it appears 
that the Guardians adhere to their resolution on the subject, at the same 
time stating that the Relieving Officer was ordered to visit the island 
periodically for the purpose of giving relief to such persons as may become 
suddenly destitute. 

The Commissioners have also had before them a communication dated 
the 10th instant which they have received from the Clerk of the Union, 
in reply to a letter which they addressed to him on the 6th instant on 
the subject of the condition of the inhabitants of Iniskea islands. From 
this communication it appears that the Relieving Officer arrived at Bel- 
mullet from Iniskea on the 9th instant, and that previous to leaving thp 
island he had discontinued provisional or other relief to all those persons 
who were in receipt of it, and had issued “ no more meal, although, as he 
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stated, tliey sued very hard to get it,” except in two instances where some 
members of the families were sick and unable to avail themselves of an 
offer which he had made to all the parties (but which they had declined) 
of admission into the Workhouse. 

It further appears from the Relieving Officer’s account “ that a good 
many families are in great distress at present, and that they are neglecting 
the making of the small tillage which they have commenced, and this he 
attributes to the want of sufficient nourishment to enable them to work.” 

It. is apparent from this account that there is an immediate prospect of 
sudden and urgent cases of distress arising which the provisional authority 
vested in Relieving Officers by the 7th section of the Irish Poor Relief 
Extension Act is expressly calculated to meet. But if the Relieving 
Officer ceases to reside on the island, in accordance with the proposal of 
the Board of Guardians, it will be impossible, owing to the uncertain and 
precarious means of passing to and from the main land, that he can effectu- 
ally discharge his duty in this respect ; and the Commissioners deem it 
right, therefore, to point out distinctly to the Board of Guardians the 
responsibility they incur, under the existing circumstances, by removing 
him from the island. 

When the small amount of expense necessary to preserve life is con- 
sidered, the Commissioners feel that if any life is sacrificed on this occasion 
to motives of economy, a deep disgrace will rest on the conduct of the 
Guardians of Belmullet Union. 

If the Guardians do not at once reverse their determination to take the 
Relieving Officer away from the island, or appoint another Special 
Relieving Officer to reside on the island, the Commissioners will be com- 
pelled to resort to the exercise of their powers under the 18th section of 
the 10th Viet., cap. 31. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, 

Belmullet Union. 

No. 24. — Reports by Constable Josepii O’IIare on the State of 

Iniskea Islands, received by the Commissioners from the Under 

Secretary to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, April 14, 
1859. 

County of Mayo, Island of Iniskea South, 
January 26, 1859. 

I have to report that I have finished taking the registry of householders 
and other inhabitants of the islands of North and South Iniskea, their 
live stock and means of living, from themselves, in the first instance, and 
afterwards by private inquiry. I have personally visited each dwelling for 
the purpose of enabling me to judge for myself of the people’s circum- 
stances and to make a correct report ; and I must say that, considering 
the comparative plentiness of this year on the main land, I did not expect 
to see so much destitution as exists here. From my own observation, and 
what I have learned from others, I believe the following report to be as 
correct as can be obtained. 

Iniskea consists of two islands, the north and south. In the north 
island, which is separated from the south one by a narrow channel, or 
sound, of about forty yards in breadth at low water, and can be crossed 
only in fine weather, I find that the people are much better off than in 
the" south island, as the blight which nearly destroyed the potato crop in 
the latter only partially injured it in the former island. It is not, how- 
ever, without destitution. Owen Caine and family (in all six persons) 
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Lave had nothing to subsist upon for the last three months but a kind of 
shell-fish, called “limpets,” and such other fish as he can take in the sea 
when the weather permits. Two other families, consisting of three aged 
females, are very destitute. About twelve families either have enough to 
subsist on or can procure it, and the remainder will have little or nothing 
left when the seed corn, and potatoes are taken from the present stocf 
The population of North Iniskea consists of 23 families, numbering 118 
persons; and the number of live stock is, 21 cows, 7 horses, 28 sheep, 19 
pigs, and 12 asses. 

boutli Iniskea contains 3 1 families, numbering 181 individuals and of 
these not more than three families have enough to subsist on. ’ About 
twenty families ai e in great distress, not having, on an average, more than 
a fortnight's provisions ; five are getting out-door relief, and the remainder 
have hardly more than will suffice for seed. Another want that presses 
severely on the poorer people is the scarcity of fuel, as the island produces 
none, and they are entirely dependent to the main land for a supply. 
Their houses, with a few exceptions, are of the most wretched description. 
The Guardians have sent in a ton of meal to be given in out-door relief to 
the most destitute. None of them that I have spoken to are willing to go 
to the Workhouse ; they all prefer retaining possession of their land, and 
taking chance of fine weather soon setting in to enable them to fish and 
purchase provisions for the produce. They all assure me that no attempt 
will be made to plunder the meal ; but hunger compels people to do thinks 
that they otherwise would not. But I am certain that if Owen Caine 
(the man in whose house the meal is deposited) were appointed to distri- 
bute it to the few paupers who are getting it, which, I am sure, he would 
do for a trifing salary, and as he has great influence in the island, there 
would be no occasion either for a Believing Officer or a party of police 
residing in it. 

Joseph O’Hare, 3,673, Constable. 



Further Report of Destitution on tlie above Island. 

County Mayo, Iniskea Island, South, 
April 9, 1859. 

Referring to my report of the 26th January, I have now to state that 
after three months' residence on this island, and a more intimate know- 
ledge of the circumstances of the people and their means of living, there is 
scarcely any thing in that report that requires to be changed as regards 
the north island. Out of the twenty-three families living there, about 
sixteen can support themselves ; the remaining seven are very poor and 
will not he able to do so, and of these, three families are in abject distress. 
I would particularly mention the case of Owen Caine, as stated in my first 
report. There is a large quantity of potatoes sowed on this island, and 
should the season prove favourable they will have an abundant harvest. 

Of the thirty-seven families inhabiting the south island, eighteen are 
in extreme want, one only is independent, and about nine others can 
struggle on ; the remaining nine families are also so destitute that I am 
scarcely justified in making a distinction between them and the others, 
but, as they have some cattle, I 'do so. However, with regard to the 
cattle, I beg to observe tliat their value is only nominal. The best cow 
in the island would hardly go over 10.s. in any market ; and this is not to 
be wondered at when it is considered that a mouthful of hay or straw is 
out of the question for them, and the poor, tottering skeletons have 
nothing to eat except sea-weed, which they pick off the rocks on the 
beach as other cows would grass. 

D 
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The chief dependence of these poor people was on cod- fishing; but 
unfortunately, the weather has been so bad up to this, that they could not 
fish any, until within the last few days that they killed some, and even this 
Source of profit is, I may say, stopped as soon as available, as the fish are 
now spawning, or after doing so, and towards the latter end of this month 
they will be quite worthless. I have known several families to boil and 
eat the gills and entrails of fish ; and when I asked if it was a usual thing 
with them to do so, they told me it was not, but that they had nothing 
else to eat ; and I do think that nothing but the keenest hunger could 
induce any human being to partake of such repulsive food. 

That no death from destitution has as yet occurred is to be attributed 
to the fact of the Guardians having distributed something over a ton of 
meal in out-door relief ; and, whilst I am writing this report, the Relieving 
Officer has arrived with a sailing boat to take any person to the Work- 
house who chooses to go there, and he now informs me that they all refuse. 
It is very strange with what feelings of aversion they all regard the Work- 
house in the midst of this destitution. What other steps are about being 
taken by the Guardians to alleviate this distress I do not at present know, 
and I have only now respectfully to withdraw the suggestion I made in my 
first report, viz., that Mr. Owen Caine be appointed and the police 
withdrawn. I now see that this would not do, on account of the violence 
of the people towards the Relieving Officer ; and I think I would scarcely 
be doing my duty if I withheld the information I have received, and 
which, I think, is very reliable, that these people, only for the presence of 
the Constabulary on the island, would immediately commence plundering 
vessels at sea, which was a common practice with them in the former years 
of famine ; but I -will take good care that it does not occur this time. 
Under all these circumstances I do not feel it safe to recommend the 
withdrawal of my party sooner than about the 1 5th of next August. In 
the hurry of preparing my first report for the boat that was just starting, 
I omitted giving the number of “live stock” on the south island, but I 
now beg to supply the omission such as they are — viz. : 34 cows, 2 horses, 
20 sheep, 1 7 pigs, and 16 asses. 

Joseph O’Hare, 3,673, Constable. 



No. 25 . — Report from Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Ballina, April 15, 1859. 

I have to report, for your information, that at the meeting of the 
Board of Guardians of Belmullet Union, at which I was present yester- 
day, directions were given to the Relieving Officer to return to Iniskea 
island, according to the recommendations contained in your letters to the 
Board; and I enjoined him to proceed at once to the point of embarka- 
tion, so that advantage might be taken of the comparatively calm state of 
the weather to reach the island the same evening. 

In a report which I shall endeavour to send forward by this post, 
I intend to enter more at length into the condition of the inhabitants ; and 
I need, therefore, only add here that the instructions of the Guardians to 
the Relieving Officer, when recalling him from the island, were to cease all 
provisional relief, but that the allowances of meal issued to the classes in 
section 1 of the Poor Relief Extension Act were continued. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

R. Bourke. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 
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No. 26. — Report from Mr. Bourke, Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Ballina, April 15, 1859. 

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
6th instant, transmitting a memorial addressed to his Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant by certain inhabitants of Iniskea island, and requesting a 
report from me as to the present condition of the inhabitants of the islands. 
I have delayed my reply until the present time, that I might have the ad- 
vantage of seeing the Relieving Officer and obtaining the latest informa- 
tion upon the subject; and having returned from Belmullet last night, I 
hasten to submit the following report. 

The effects of the storm which visited these islands last summer was 
limited (as stated in my report of the 24th J uly) to the south island, of 
which the population is 168. When the memorialists, therefore, refer to 
the inhabitants as numbering 250, they must include the north island, 
where no destitution prevails. But as regards the residents upon the south 
island, it may be desirable to state what steps have, up to the present 
date, been taken for their relief. 

During the autumn occasional visits were made to it by the Relieving 
Officer, but as the fish were then abundant on the coast, and met with a 
ready sale, no distress requiring relief from the poor-rates arose until the 
weather became severe. It was then thought right by the Board of Guar- 
dians to station a Relieving Officer upon the south island, and the arrange- 
ment was carried out at their meeting on the 1 6th December. 

Out-door relief commenced during the week ending the 8th of January, 
the aged and infirm, and the widows having two children, being first re- 
lieved; and as the distress became more general, relief being extended to 
other classes of the inhabitants in the shape of provisional aid, until some 
available opportunity should arise of sending such persons to the Work- 
house. During the ensuing months the weather was so severe that no 
such opportunities arose, and, indeed, all communication with the main land 
was interrupted, on more than one occasion, for several weeks. During 
this period out- door relief, in food, continued to extend until, in the week 
ending the 1 9tli March, it was afforded to eighty-seven individuals (or 
more than one-half of the whole population), at an expense of £1 19 a-. 6d. 
per week. I may mention that the scale of allowance adopted was similar 
to that used in the years of the famine, viz. : — one pound of meal per day 
to persons over nine years of age, and one -half pound to those below it. 

During the week ended the 26th March the Relieving Officer, having- 
observed that some families to whom he had given relief had procured 
potatoes for seed, and were planting them, thought it right to reduce the 
numbers on relief from eighty-seven to seventy-seven, and on the follow- 
ing week, for the same reasons, to thirty-four. 

At this period, the weather having much improved, and access to and 
from the island being easy, the Board of Guardians (as stated in my 
report of the 30th March) deemed themselves precluded by law from con- 
tinuing this provisional relief, when abundance of room was available in 
the Workhouse, and no impediment existed to the removal of the poor ; 
and they accordingly engaged a safe and commodious sailing vessel from 
Belmullet- quay, which arrived at Iniskea on the 7tli instant, and remained 
there for two days, during which period the Relieving Officer tried, but in 
vain, to induce some of the poorest persons, not legally relievable under 
present circumstances out of the Workhouse, to avail themselves of the 
boat and accept the admission offered. But not a single person would 
consent to quit the island ; and, in accordance with the directions of the 
Guardians, the Relieving Officer thereupon struck off from relief all those 

D 2 
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who had hitherto received it provisionally — issuing, however, a week’s 
supply to the aged and infirm, the widows and orphans, and to two cases 
where, owing to sickness, a removal to the Workhouse was impossible- 
and upon the 9th he returned to Belmullet, where he remained until yes- 
terday, when, by order of the Board, at your urgent recommendation 
he was sent back to take his place there once more. 

Such is the detail of the relief, up to the present time, extended to the 
inhabitants of South Iniskea. I entertain no doubt that, up to the depar- 
ture of the Relieving Officer, it was sufficient to meet the destitution. 
It equalled the estimate which I had made of the probable wants of the 
people; and, upon a further review of the returns prepared by me, with 
regard to the circumstances of every family in the island, I have satisfied 
myself that the most destitute have been relieved. Those persons who 
signed the memorial to his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant are amongst 
the number of those who I considered would not need relief, at all events 
until later in the year. They are amongst those who hold the most land 
and have the most stock, their rent varying from £3 106’. 8d. to £1 10s. 
a-year, and all of them having some cattle and sheep. I have no doubt that 
notwithstanding these facts, they are in distress, but their circumstances 
are not such as could entitle them to relief under the Poor Law. Indeed 
the continuance of provisional relief to those receiving it up to the 19tli 
March seems to me only justifiable as necessary for the preservation of 
human life, as it is certainly contrary to the letter of the Acts of Parlia- 
ment upon the subject. The distress in Iniskea could have been easily 
and amply met by the Guardians of the Poor of Belmullet Union if the 
inhabitants could have been brought to consent to leave the island and 
enter the Workhouse; but, at the present moment, there seems no chance 
of this, and the Guardians have, therefore, taken all necessary steps to 
guard against loss of life, though they feel they are somewhat exceeding 
their powers, in deference to the obstinate persistence of the people who 
are content to emperil the lives of the young and weak in their families, 
rather than abandon their cabins and land, to which they probably imagine 
they could never return. The peculiarity of their tenure (as explained in 
my report of the 24th July) gives some colour to this apprehension. 

In conclusion, I have to add that, though I believe the distress in the 
island is severe, I cannot find that any of the inhabitants are (as stated in 
the memorial) living on sea-weed. There are, undoubtedly, many very 
much straitened for provisions; and the Relieving Officer informs me that 
some of the children are looking poorly, owing to want of food and also 
of fuel, the only supply generally available being now the stalks of the 
sea-weed. 

I am further informed that the fishing will not open much sooner than 
the 15th May. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 



The Poor Law Commissioners. 



R. Bourke. 



No. 27. — Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of 
Guardians at a Meeting held on Thursday, the 14th day of April, 
1859. 

Relieving Officer’s Report. 

Gentlemen, 

In accordance with the resolution of the Board of the 31st ultimo, 
I beg to state that I procured a hooker and proceeded to Iniskea island 
on the 7th instant; I kept the hooker two days at the island, in order to 
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give those parties who were in receipt of out-door relief, and not included 
under the 1st section, an opportunity of coining to the Workhouse, still 
none of them would accept of my oiler; under these circumstances I gave 
no further provisional relief, except in two cases, where part of the family 
were sick and could not with safety proceed to the W orkliouse, even if 
they were inclined to do so. As to the present state of the inhabitants, I 
beg to state that they are all out of provisions, with very few exceptions, 
and that their cases are daily growing worse, as a good many of them look 
poorly, particularly the children under fifteen years of age, who appear to 
have suffered much for want of food ; still I find that they continue to hold 
the same number of cattle, &c., which they had when first I went to the 
island, with the exception of the number of pigs which they then had, and 
of which they have since disposed of, and three cows, which they killed. 
Two of them were killed by parties who have no provisions, and to whom 
I afterwards gave relief, and another by a man named Gaughan, who re- 
quires no relief at present. 

I am, &c., 

Richard Gibbons, Relieving Officer. 

Board Room, 14th April, 1859. 

Proposed by Mr. Atkinson, seconded by Mr. Thomas J. Reilly. In 
reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 12th April, 1859, No. 8,979/59, 
the Board of Guardians have. to inform the Commissioners that the relief 
given under section 1, 10 Vic., c. 31, in no case has ceased to be given, 
and that there are ten such cases getting out-door relief; the relief the 
Guardians directed to cease only referred to cases failing within the 10th 
section. of the above Act, and who, during the stormy weather, the Guar- 
dians, feeling such persons could not get provisions from the main land, 
allowed relief to be given to, and also such persons as could come to the 
Union Workhouse, where there is abundance of room, the Guardians con- 
sidering that they had no right to give such relief while there was room 
in the Union Workhouse, and refer to section 2 of the above-mentioned 
Act; and the Guardians have further to inform the Commissioners that, 
with the view of affording every facility to the destitute persons to come 
to the Workhouse, they sent the Relieving Officer, on the 7th April, with 
a large boat of twelve tons, and lie informs the Board that he remained on 
the island for two days, and personally applied to each such destitute per- 
son not included under section I, and urged them to come back with him 
to the Workhouse, and handed to each such person also a ticket to go to 
the Workhouse, which they positively refused to do. Under these circum- 
stances the Board feel great difficulty in giving out-door relief to persons 
who refuse to come to the Workhouse. The Board feel as deeply as any 
person can for the distress that many of the inhabitants of the island of 
Iniskea are suffering under, but, to the best of their judgment, many of such 
cases are not such as should be relieved under the Poor Law Acts ; but 
that some other means should be resorted to, to give relief, either by the 
proprietor of the island or by public subscription. The Clerk informs the 
Board that, in his letter to the Commissioners, he did not intend to include 
the relief given under section 1, or section 7, under both which sections 
relief is given. In compliance with the Commissioners’ request, the Board 
have directed the Relieving Officer to again go to reside on the island, and 
give relief under section 7, but to keep in mind the enactments of sec- 
tion 10. 

Proposed by Mr. Reilly, seconded by Air. Minaghan : — That a copy of 
the Commissioners’, letter respecting the distress in Iniskea island, and the 
reply of the Guardians thereto, be forwarded to John Walsh, Esq. 
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In reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 8th April, 1859, No. 7,982 
the Guardians have to state that the valuation of the three divisions sought 
to be altered are in valuation one-half the amount of the Union, and that 
the rest of the Union is divided into twelve electoral divisions ; that if the 
division of the three electoral divisions were made smaller, proprietors 
would pay greater attention to the destitution of the inhabitants; that 
there are only three elected Guardians returned from this one-half of the 
Union, against ten elected Guardians from the other half; the Board are 
unanimous in their wish to have the change made. 



No. 28. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, April 23, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under their consideration the resolution passed at the 
meeting of the Board of Guardians of Belmullet Union on the 14th inst., in 
which the Guardians, in reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 1 2th inst., 
explain that the relief to persons in the islands of Iniskea, which they 
directed to cease, only referred to cases coming within the provisions of 
the 10th section of the Act 10 Vic., cap. 31 ; and they detail the steps 
which they have taken for affording relief to the destitute there. The 
Guardians further inform the Commissioners that, in compliance with the 
Commissioners’ request, they have directed the Relieving Officer to go 
again to reside on the island for the purpose of discharging his duties. 

In reference to this resolution the Commissioners desire to state that 
they have every reason to think that the Guardians have acted with the 
utmost anxiety to give effect to the provisions of the Poor Law Acts in 
relieving the destitution in the islands of Iniskea, and, at the same time, 
to observe as scrupulously as possible the restrictive enactments of that 
law. 

When, however, the Guardians proposed to -withdraw the Relieving 
Officer from constant residence in the islands, the Commissioners could 
not but feel that the best available security for preserving the lives of the 
most destitute of the inhabitants was about to be abandoned, inasmuch as 
the provisional powers of that officer have been held, by very high legal 
authority, to be applicable to the relief of the wives and children of persons 
whose occupation of land excluded the parties themselves from relief 
without first relinquishing such occupation. 

The Commissioners are much gratified by the final acquiescence of the 
Board of Guardians in their views by their sending the Relieving Officer 
back to reside at Iniskea. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of the Belmullet Union. 



No. 29. — Further Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, April 23, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under their consideration the resolution passed at the 
meeting of the Board of Guardians of Belmullet Union on the 14th instant, 
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stating the grounds upon which the Guardians have proposed that the 
alteration of the Boundaries of Electoral Divisions of the Union, specified 
in the Minutes of their Proceedings on the 31st ultimo, should be made ; 
and in reference thereto the Commissioners have to state that they are 
most unwilling to make any alteration in the existing Electoral Divisions 
without some necessity being shown for it, and except for the purpose of 
rendering more effectual the relief of the destitute poor under the Poor 
Law Acts. 

The Commissioners will, however, give their best attention to the 
subject, and make inquiry whether the recommendation of the Boundary 
Commissioners was founded on any erroneous information in this case. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, 

Belmullet Union. 



No. 30. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of May 5 , 1S59. 

Relieving Officer's Report. 

Gentlemen, 

I have to report that during the week ending Saturday the 30th 
April, 1859, I found it necessary to give relief under the Commissioners' 
Circular of 1848. I was also under the necessity of giving 140 lbs. of 
meal, by way of loan, to parties who have means, and whom I consider 
not objects for relief. ’ In consequence of the roughness of the weather 
during the week they could not attempt to venture to the main land for 
provisions. The appearance of the weather is very good, and I expect to 
use the Workhouse test for the future as far as possible. Still I shall keep 
in view the provisional power given me under the 7th section of the Irish 
Poor Relief Acts. 

I am, &c., 

.Richard Gibbons, Relieving Officer. 



IY. — Extract from Letter to tlie Under Secretary to ’his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant on the subject of Medi- 
cal Relief in Islands on the Irish Coast. — Dated 23rd 
March, 1859. 

There are several other cases of islands on the Irish coast similarly 
situated to Rathlin island, in which, from no defect in the law or its 
administration, but from geographical position only, neither the Medical 
Chanties Act nor the Poor Law Act can be said to be in satisfactory 
operation, partly through distance from the centre of the Unions to which 
they are respectively attached and to which they contribute rate, and 
partly from the communication with the main land being so uncertain at 
particular periods of the year. 

The attention of the Commissioners has been given to these cases for 
•some time past, and they have recently brought them under the notice of 
the Chief Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant in reference to a fund raised 
during the famine by the Society of Friends, the contributors to which 
have signified a disposition to place a balance of about £10,000 at the 
disposal of the Commissioners for the purpose of establishing a Blind 
Asylum for Inmates of Workhouses. Circumstances have since arisen 
which seemed to the Commissioners to render unnecessary the application 
of so large a sum to that purpose, and they have proposed to apply the 
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greater part of it to the purpose of establishing on certain islands siting 
like Kathlin, a building at the cost of about £1,000 in each case, in whirl? 
besides a dispensary for the island and apartments for the Medical Officer 5 
there should be likewise provided two hospital wards, one for each sex £ 
the reception and treatment of sick persons on the island requiring hosiS 
treatment, when it is found impracticable or inexpedient to remove then, 
to the main land. Ul 

Ihe following extract from a memorandum prepared on this subject 
several months since will more fully explain the general views which the 

j ? n ^ llssl ® ner] entertain on this subject ; and it seems only necessary to 
add that Kathlin island is one of those particularized in that memorandum 
as one of the places requiring aid from some external source for the nurnose 
in question: — r 1 

“ The remedy of these defects is not within the reach of the Poor Lair or 
at least, of any measures which the Poor Law Commissioners would feel’ 
themselves justified m adopting, on account of the very heavy taxation 
which would be imposed thereby on the island itself, or the Electoral Divi- 
sion ot which it forms a part. To provide for the salary of a medical man 
alone on l ory island -would be 14s. 7 d. in the pound ; on Arranmore, 9s. 4d • 
and onlniskea, 21s.— if the island were made for that purpose a separate 

Electoral Division and a separate Dispensary District. 

“ Even if the General Dispensary District now containing the island were 
taxed for the purposes of the island alone, the additional rate would be such 
as the Commissioners would scarcely feel justified in imposing, when it is 
considered that in none of those islands is there a proper residence for a 
dispensary^ 5 ° F an ^ Elding conv er tible to the uses either of a hospital or 

“ It is to be observed that the difficulties of the case do not arise from the 
present state of the law, but from geographical position, and from the fact 
that the valuation of each of the islands is in a very low ratio to the number 
of the inhabitants residing upon it. 

‘‘ In some, at least, perhaps in all the cases mentioned, if there existed a 
building on the island consisting of a dispensary, two small hospital wards, 
T ^ e : and apartments for a Medical Officer (estimated outlay 

about £1,000 for the whole), the Commissioners would feel themselves justi- 
fied in requiring the Union at large to support the establishment charges, 
including part of the Medical Officer’s salary, the Dispensary District to bm 
the lemamder of that salary, and the Electoral Division to pay the cost of 
maintenance, if any, in the wards of the building. Of all these charges the 
island itself would partake the burden more or less, according to the nature 
o the case; but this would not be attended with any excessive taxation upon 
it beyond the present amount, or by any which would not be amply compen- 
sated by extending the benefits of the Poor Law and Medical Charities Acts 
to the inhabitants. 

“The object of the proposal is. in fact, not to relieve the proprietors or 
occupiers of these islands from their present taxation, but rather somewhat 
to increase it, and thus to provide for individual cases of sickness, accident, 
or extreme destitution in ordinary times; and in times of famine and pestilence, 
either local or general, to supply a nucleus for the more extensive operations 
which might be necessary in such emergencies.” 
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V.— Letter to the Chief Secretary to His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, on the subject of a Passage in the 
Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry into the Lunatic 
Asylums in Ireland, which relates to the Management of 
the Hardwicke Cells at the House of Industry. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

My Lord, November 13, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have the honour to state, for the information of his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, that having received on the 5th instant, in the 
ordinary course in which copies of printed public documents are trans- 
mitted to this department, a copy of the Report of the Commissioners of 
Inquiry into the state of the Lunatic Asylums in Ireland, their attention 
has been drawn to the following passage in that Report : — 

“In addition to the institutions for the custody of the insane maintained 
out of the public rates, to which we have already referred, there existed, at 
the. time our Commission commenced its labours, an establishment connected 
with the House of Industry of the city of Dublin, called the Hardwicke Cells, 
containing thirty-two male and seventy-six female lunatics, who were sup- 
ported by an annual vote of Parliament. 

“ These lunatics are gradually diminishing in number, as no new cases can 
be received. They are the remnant of the lunatics belonging to different 
parts of Ireland formerly admitted into the House of Industry, which was 
maintained by Parliamentary Grant. This establishment was, by law, 
under the control of the Poor Law Commissioners ; but it does not appear 
that any regular inspection was made by their officers, or that any effectual 
steps were taken for securing the good order and government of the institu- 
tion. At the period of our visit we found these cells and their wretched 
inmates in a most unsatisfactory state, and reflecting much discredit on all 
who were connected with its government. 

“Happily the attention of the Lord Lieutenant was called to the condition 
of this establishment, so disgracefully conducted, although under the control 
of officers appointed by the Executive Government, supported by Parlia- 
mentary Grant, and in the metropolis, within easy access of the several 
departments connected with the control aud inspection of the institution. 
The result was that the patients were, in the early part of 1857, removed by 
order of Government to a new establishment at Lucan.” 

It is not stated by the Lunatic Asylums Commissioners in what particular 
respect they found the inmates of the Hardwicke Cells in a most unsatis- 
factory state, or in what particular respects they considered that establish - 
ment to be disgracefully conducted ; so that there is no specific statement 
of fact to which any precise explanation can be directed. The Poor Law 
Commissioners, therefore, are unable to do more in reference to this pas- 
sage, so far as it applies to them, than to make a general statement in 
reply to the strong terms used in condemnation of the treatment of these 
lunatics. 

The security which existed for the proper treatment of the lunatics in 
the Hardwicke Cells at the time of the visit of the Lunatic Asylums Com- 
missioners may be inferred from the following statement of the arrange- 
ments then existing for their accommodation and superintendence : — 

1. There were at that time thirty-two males and seventy-three females 
m the establishment, all cases of a harmless character and requiring no 
measures of restraint ; each inmate having a separate cell, and each sex a 
separate day-room and airing-yard. The established dietaries were ample, 
with extras at discretion of the Medical Officer, subject to the control of 
the Governor. 
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2. The male department was under the charge of a male superintendent 
who had two keepers or deputies to assist him. 

3. The female department was under the charge of a female superin- 
tendent, who had three nurses under her control. 

4. The medical care of these lunatics was confided to a physician 
appointed by the Lord Lieutenant, and this gentleman had a house-pupil 
resident within the walls of the hospitals, and ready at hand in any case 
of sudden emergency. 

5. The immediate superior control of the Hardwicke Cells, as well as 
the other departments of the Hospitals of the House of Industry, was 
exercised by a physician, appointed as Governor of the institution by the 
Lord Lieutenant, in the year 1847, at a salary equivalent to £380, per 
annum, including residence and perquisites. 

6. The House of Industry, and the several departments comprised in it 
were as regularly under the charge of the Poor Law Inspector in charge 
of North Dublin Union as any Workhouse comprised within his district! 

7. Finally, by the 24th section of the 8th and 9th Vic., cap. 107, the 
Lunatic Asylum of the House of Industry was expressly included within 
the sphere of the duties of the Lunatic Inspectors appointed by the Lord 
Lieutenant under that Act. Those duties are defined by the same section 
to be as follows : — 

“ One of the said Inspectors shall, once or oftenerin each year, on such day 
or days, and at such hours of the day, and for such length of time as thev 
shall think fit, visit every Asylum for Lunatics, or liouse for the reception of 
the same ; and every Gaol, Union Workhouse, or House of Industry in which 
there shall be, or alleged to be, any lunatic ; and shall inquire whether the 
provisions of the law have been carried out in the management of such estab- 
lishments respectively ; and also to the regularity of the admissions and 
discharges of patients therein and therefrom, and whether divine service is 
performed therein, and whether any system of coercion is in practice, and 
the result thereof; and as to the classification or non-classification of patients 
therein, and the number of attendants on each class, and as to the occupa- 
tions and amusements of the patients, and the effects thereof; and as to the 
condition, as well mental as bodily, of the patients when first received, and 
also as to the dietary of the patients ; and shall also make such other in- 
quiries as to every or any such asylum, and all such inquiries as to the 
lunatics as aforesaid, as to such Inspectors shall seem meet.” 

From each of the three last-named officers, viz., the Governor of the 
House of Industry, the Poor Law Inspector, and the Inspectors of Luna 
tics, the Poor Law Commissioners were entitled to expect an official re- 
presentation of any matter which they might consider to be wrong or 
defective in regard to the treatment of the lunatics, to which it was in the 
power of the Commissioners to apply a remedy. Such representations 
have from time to time been made to the Commissioners regarding the 
inmates of the House of Industry, not only by the three classes of func- 
tionaries referred to, but also by the physicians and surgeons of the estab- 
lishment, either as a body or individually. 

On all such occasions the Commissioners affirm that they have given 
their best attention to the statements laid before them ; have applied, when 
necessary, the powers of inquiry incident to the Commission, and have 
also applied the other powers of the Commission, so far as they extended, 
to the remedy of every evil which was proved to them to exist ; and the 
inmates of the Lunatic Asylum have at all times had the benefit of that 
interference in the same manner as the other inmates of the House of 
Industry. 

An abstract of correspondence which the Commissioners have directed 
to be prepared will show the dates of the several occasions on which such 
interference was exercised, and the nature of the circumstances calling 
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for it, as likewise the result, a perusal of which would show that such in- 
terference was always exercised for the benefit of the inmates of the Hos- 
pitals, arid that the chief difficulty presented to the Commissioners was 
the difficulty of effectually controlling officers placed by law under their 
control, but appointed by the Government and not removable by the Com- 
missioners. . . 

The records of this department have been carefully examined, and it is 
found that, previously to the visit of the Lunacy Commissioners, no com- 
plaints have been made regarding the personal condition, health, and 
comfort of the inmates of the Hardwicke Cells, with the exception of a 
complaint of the impurity of the water supplied to the Hospitals generally, 
and this the Commissioners took immediate steps to remedy. It must 
also be observed, that on the occasion of the visit referred to, no commu- 
nication was made to this department by the Lunatic Asylums Commis- 
sioners, or by any one on their behalf, pointing out any existing evil 
affecting the condition and comfort of the inmates, which it might be pre- 
sumed their interference would avail to remedy. 

On the other hand, at dates immediately subsequent to that visit, the 
Commissioners have the assurance of their own Inspector, as to the satis- 
factory appearance and condition, and most especially the good bodily 
health, of the inmates, which the Inspector of Lunatic Asylums, Dr. 
Nugent, confirmed in the following official report : — 

“On my inspection this day of the Hardwicke Cells I found in it 105 
patients, of whom two only were confined to bed, but not seriously ill. The 
bedding was dry, the linen clean, and altogether the state of the establish- 
ment satisfactory.” 

The impression conveyed by the language of the report of the Com- 
missioners of Lunatic Asylums is, that the removal of the lunatics from 
the Hardwicke Cells to another asylum, which was effected in the month 
of April, 1857, about six months' after their visit to that asylum, took 
place in consequence of the attention of the Lord Lieutenant having been 
called to the disgraceful way in which the establishment was conducted. 
The Poor Law Commissioners have no reason to suppose that any repre- 
sentation of that nature was at any time made to the Lord Lieutenant, 
neither could any statement from the Lunatic Asylums Commissioners 
have had that effect ; for the actual reasons for the removal were in ex- 
istence long before the creation of the Lunatic Asylums Commission. The 
Poor Law Commissioners know on the other hand that the Hardwicke 
Cells were personally visited by. His Excellency the Earl of Carlisle him- 
self, accompanied by two of their body, in the month of May, 1855, and 
that no dissatisfaction with the conduct of the establishment was expressed 
from any quarter at that time. 

It must certainly be felt to be a just ground for surprise that the true 
causes of the removal of the inmates of the Hardwicke Cells to another 
asylum should be apparently unknown to the Commissioners who signed 
this Keport ; and the Commissioners now submit to His Excellency the 
following statement of those causes according -to their knowledge and 
beliefl 

The primary cause of such removal was the very unsuitable character 
of the Hardwicke Cells, and especially of their situation, to the. purposes 
of a lunatic asylum; and the secondary and immediately pressing cause 
was the transfer of the premises to the present Board of Governors of the 
Hospitals who were unwilling to take the charge, of a lunatic asylum, or 
to apply funds intended for a different purpose to its maintenance. 

The unsuitableness of the Hardwicke Cells for a lunatic asylum is a 
point on which no difference of opinion at any time existed or could exist, 
having been recognised both by the Government and the Legislature so 
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far back as the year 1845 ; for in the District Asylums Act of that ckto 
(8 and 9 Vie., cap. 107), the 18th section expressly provides that so soon 
as accommodation has been provided in District Asylums “ all patients 
in any Lunatic Asylum or Ward connected with any House of Industrie' 
may, by order of the Lord Lieutenant, be removed without delay to the 
asylum for the district, within which such House of Industry shall be 
situate. This provision could not have been intended to apply to anv 
other lunatic asylum than that of the Dublin House of Industry for 
there was at that time no other House of Industry in Ireland to which the 
language was applicable. It was clearly intended by the Legislature at 
the date of the above enactment that the Lunatic Asylum of the House 
of Industry should be closed as soon as other accommodation could be 
provided, but so great was the difficulty arising at that time, and subse- 
quently, through the pressure of the number of lunatics on the accommo- 
dation, that the Commissioners were obliged, at the urgent and repeated 
instance of the Government, to receive incurable patients from the Rich- 
mond District Asylum in order to relieve that institution ; and that system 
of transfer was pursued until a very short period before the closing of the 
liardwicke Cells. ° 

The Governor of the House of Industry, and the two Inspectors of 
Lunatics, Dr. White and Dr. Nugent, in their respective examinations 
before the Lunatic Asylums Commissioners, appear to have testified 
their opinion of the unsuitableness of the liardwicke Cells for a lunatic 
asylum; and Dr. Nugent stated to them that he had had a lono- series of 
communications with the Under Secretary as to the steps which the 
Government might take for removing them to a more proper locality. 

finally, Lie Lunatic Asylums Commissioners themselves inspected the 
Hardwicke Cells, and could not fail to bo struck by the character of the 
building and its situation. 

The immediate and pressing cause, however, of the removal which took 
place to Lucan Spa in April, 1857, is traceable in the first place to a re- 
commendation in a report concerning the Hospitals of the House ofln- 
clustry, of the date 4 th December, 1855, made to tbe Lord Lieutenant by 
Lord lalbot de Malahide, Dr. South, and Mr. Stephenson, which recom- 
mendation was in the following terms : — 

“ We are also of opinion that the establishment should be relieved from 
the lunatics which it now has in charge; and we recommend that immediate 
measures be taken for their reception into the Richmond District Lunatic 
Asylum, or for their disposal in such other manner as your Excellency may 
consider most proper and advisable.” 

It will further be found, on referring to the correspondence in the 
Appendix to the . Report of the Lunatic Asylums Commissioners, that 
Colonel Larcom, in a letter to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, 
assigns the following reason for the removal of the lunatics. 

“The Board of Superintendence of the Dublin Hospitals, in carrying out 
the arrangements intrusted to them by the Act of last Session (19 and 20 
Vic. cap. 110), and the reports and views of the previous Commissioners of 
inquiry have represented the necessity of removing these lunatics, &e. at as 
early a period as possible, that the building occupied by them, in which they 
are very badly accommodated, may be devoted to the use for which it is 
intended. 

“Ilis Excellency has accordingly had under his consideration the various 
ways m which this can be accomplished.” 

This letter was referred from the Treasury to the Lunatic Asylums 
Commissioners for their opinion as to the course proposed. 

Whatever grounds, therefore, the Lunatic Asylums Commissioners may 
consider they had for describing the management of the Hardwicke Cells 
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as disgraceful, the Poor Law Commissioners submit that the removal of 
the lunatics to another asylum was not the result of any representation 
made to the Lord Lieutenant on that subject, as is obviously the effect 
conveyed by the paragraph of their Report above quoted. 

The arrangements finally made by the Lord Lieutenant for the future 
care of these lunatics in a licensed private asylum at Lucan Spa, appear 
to have been made after reference to the Lunatic Asylums Commissioners 
for their opinion, and after the expression of their approval of the course 
intended. The Lunatic Asylums Commissioners further report as follows : 
“We have since visited these lunatics in their new abode, and were much 
gratified at their evidently improved health, and the happy change which their 
removal from the Uardwicke Cells had produced. The house is commodious, 
airy, and cheerful, and every care and attention appeared to be paid to the 
wants of the inmates of whom there were ninety-eight at the period of our 
visit.” 

It is worthy of observation that the securities described in the former part 
of this letter as existing for the proper treatment of the lunatics in the 
Uardwicke Cells are the same as those existing at Lucan Spa, with two 
exceptions. They are under the same Governor, the same superintendents, 
the same keepers and nurses, and under the supervision of the same 
Lunatic Inspectors. And one of the latter, Dr. Nugent, states in his 
observations on the Report of the Lunatic Asylums Commissioners, that 
“They have the same beds, bedding, linen, clothes, furniture, and a very 
similar dietary to the dietary in use when the Lunatic Asylums Commissioners 
visited them in the House of Industry.” 

The two exceptions are, that they have no longer the professional ser- 
vices of the very eminent physician who attended them in the House of 
Industry; and the Governor and servants of the institution are no longer 
subject to any control on the part of the Poor Law Commissioners. 

It is unnecessary to deny that the former circumstance has in any way 
contributed to the happy change described in the condition of the lunatics. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, however, feel called upon by the language 
used regarding them to say, that while they rejoice sincerely, for the sake 
of the lunatics, in the change which has taken place, the altered con- 
dition of those poor persons is mainly due to the change of the premises 
provided by Government for their accommodation ; and they humbly 
submit to His Excellency that any inference which might be drawn from 
the Report of the Lunatic Asylums Commissioners, to the effect that such 
favourable change was due to the withdrawal of the Governor and other 
officers of the asylum from the control of the Commissioners, is without 
proof, and, they venture to add, without foundation. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



VI. — Correspondence on the subject of Removals from 
England and Scotland. 

Tullamore Union. 

No. 1. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 4tli June, 1858. 
Gentlemen, Workhouse, June 4, 1858. 

From inquiry, I find that Edward Neill, a tailor, the father of the five 
children who were admitted to this Workhouse on last Board day, left the 
town of Tullamore about seventeen years ago, and went to London, where 
he remained, it is supposed, about three years ; he then went to Beccles, 
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on the borders of Norfolk and Suffolk, where he resided for a period of 
nine years continuously, but in consequence of losing employment he 
rambled about for six months, when he again settled in London, and lived 
there for the last four years. His wife left him about twelve months ago 
and being again out of employment, and having no means of supporting 
himself or his family, he was forced to seek admission into the Workhouse 
of St. James, Westminster, where he remained about six weeks, when lie 
took his discharge, and deserted the children. A warrant was issued for 
his arrest ; he. was taken about eight months afterwards, and lodged in 
gaol for a period of one month ; at the expiration of this time he and his 
five children were given in charge to John Phillips, to be conveyed to 
Ireland, but the father, Edward Neill, again deserted them in Plymouth 
while on his way to this country. Phillips accompanied the children to 
this Workhouse, where he was detained until he received from his em- 
ployer, Mr. Frost, of Wapping, agent for the transport of Scotch and Irish 
poor, satisfactory documents that he was the person authorized to bring 
the children over, as there was, in the first instance, some reason to doubt 
his statement, in consequence of having no written authority in his pos- 
session for the removal of the children from England to this country. The 
children were all born in England, and Edward Neill was married in 
England. 

James M‘Kenna, Master, Workhouse. 

To the Board of Guardians, 

Workhouse, Tullamore. 

The above statement is placed on the Minutes for the opinion of the 
Commissioners thereon, and with a request that they communicate them 
to the proper authorities in London, with a view to the redress of this 
great injustice. 



No. 2. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Poor Law Board in 
England. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
My Lord, June 12, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland forward, for the information of the Poor Law Board in Eng- 
land, the accompanying extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of Tullamore Union, on the 4th instant, relating to the re- 
moval from England to this country of five children, unaccompanied by 
their father, Edward Neill, with whose removal, together with his chil- 
dren, from the parish of St. James, Westminster, an officer named John 
Phillips had been charged, who accompanied the children to Tullamore, 
the father having escaped from his custody at Plymouth. 

The Commissioners have informed the Board of G uardians of Tullamore 
Union, that although a right of appeal exists against an illegal warrant of 
removal, there is nothing in this case leading to the supposition that the 
children were removed under' an illegal warrant, and they do not think it 
desirable that the Guardians should make application to the Poor Law 
Board in England with a view to an appeal against the warrant. 

Inasmuch, however, as the 2nd section of the Act 8 and 9 Vic., c. 117, 
provides that where parochial relief is obtained by a native of Ireland, re- 
siding in England, “such person, his wife and children,” are liable to be 
removed to Ireland ; and seeing that the form of warrant requires the 
officer to whom it is directed to convey “such person, his wife and chil- 
dren, to Ireland,” the Commissioners think that the removal of the children 
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after the escape of their father from the officer at Plymouth, ought not to 
have been persisted in. The Commissioners have, therefore, thought it 
right to bring the matter under the notice of the Poor Law Board. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Viscount Courtenay, &c., 

Poor Law Board, Whitehall, London. 

jjo. 3 , Letter from the Poor Law Board in England to the 

Commissioners: 

Poor Law Board, Whitehall, S.W. 

Sxk July 15, 1858. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Board, with reference to the letter 
which you addressed to them on the 12th of June last, to forward here- 
with for the information of the Commissioners for administering the Laws 
for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, a copy of a letter which the Board 
have received from the Guardians of the Poor of the parish of St. James, 
Westminster, with whom they have been in communication respecting the 
case of the pauper, Edward Neill, whose children were removed from that 
parish to Ireland. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Courtenay, Secretary. 

To B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 

Copy Letter from the Guardians of the Poor of the Parish of St. 
James, Westminster, enclosed in No. 3. 

St. James, Westminster, 

Parochial Office, Poland-street, Oxford-street, 

My Lord, July 9, 1858. 

In reply to your Lordship’s letter of the 28th ultimo, respecting an accom- 
panying extract from the Minutes of the Guardians of the Tullamore Union, 
relative to a family named Neill, I beg to inform your Lordship that on the 
8th June, 1857, Edward Neill, a tailor, was admitted into the Workhouse of 
this parish, with a family of five children; and to avoid being passed to Ire- 
land he took his discharge therefrom, with his family, on the 24th of the 
same month. In the evening of the same day the children returned to the 
Workhouse without their father, stating that he had left them in Coventry- 
street, near the Haymarket, and had told them to come back to this ‘Work- 
house. The children were then re-admitted into the House. On the 19th 
April last the said Edward Neill (his children being still chargeable to the 
parish) was apprehended for deserting them, and sent to prison for one 
month. On his discharge therefrom, on the 17th May last, he was admitted 
into the Workhouse, his family still being chargeable, and on the following 
day he was, with his said family, taken under a magistrate’s warrant of 
removal to John Frost, of High-street, Wapping, the appointed agent of this 
parish for the removal of Irish Poor, for the purpose of being passed to Kil- 
bride, in the King’s County, in Ireland, the place of his birth, he not having 
gained any settlement in England. 

From a communication received from this agent on the 6th instant, it 
appears that the said Edward Neill, -while on his passage to Ireland, in charge 
of the agent’s servant, made his escape from the ship at Plymouth, and again 
deserted his family, talcing with him all the provisions laid in for their use; 
the agent’s servant, in ignorance of the fact of the children’s birth in Eng- 
land, proceeded on with the family alone to Tullamore, in Ireland, and de- 
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livered them over to the authorities there, instead of returning with them to 
England, which he would have done had lie been acquainted with the laiv of 
removal. 

It is scarcely necessary to state that the Governors and Directors of the 
Poor of this parish had no intention of acting with any injustice towards the 
Guardians of the Tullamore Union, and, under the circumstances, they are 
prepared to instruct their agent to fetch the children back again to this 
parish, that further inquiries may be made into their alleged births in 
England. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient 
servant, 

(Signed) George Buzzard, Clerk. 

To the Right Hon. Lord Courtenay, 

Secretary, Poor Law Board, Whitehall. 



No. 4. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, July 20, 1858. 

Adverting to the resolution contained in Minutes of Proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of Tullamore Union on the 4th ultimo, relative to 
the removal to the Union, from the parish of St. James, Westminster, of 
five children, named Neill, all of whom are at present inmates of the 
Tullamore Workhouse, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland forward, for the information of the Board of 
Guardians, the accompanying copy of a letter which they have received on 
the subject from the Poor Law Board in England, transmitting a copy 
of a communication from the Clerk to the Guardians of the parish of St. 
James, from which it appears that, as the father of the children did not 
accompany them to Ireland, the Guardians are prepared to instruct their 
agent to fetch the children back again, in order that further inquiries may 
be made into their alleged births in England. 

In reference to this offer the Commissioners have to observe, that if the 
children are desirous of returning to the parish of St. James, Westminster, 
the fact might properly be communicated to the authorities of that parish. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of the Tullamore Union. 



No. 5. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 8th October, 
1858. 

On Tuesday, the 28th September, 1858, John Phillips, a person em- 
ployed by Mr. Frost, agent for the removal of Scotch and Irish Poor, 
conveyed to this Workhouse an old woman named Margaret Flynn, for 
the purpose of having her admitted, but as she resided for the last thirty 
years in England, and never at any period of her life lived in Tullamore 
Union, she was refused admission; he was, therefore, under the necessity 
of bringing her to Dublin, where the warrant for her removal stated she 
was born. Phillips brought with him from this Workhouse the five Neills 
who were improperly removed from London to this Workhouse in the 
month of May last. 

James M‘Kenna, Master. 
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North Dublin Union. 

No. 6 . — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 16th June, 1858. 

Relieving Officer Donaldson’s Report. 

I beg leave to report, that on 25th May, an orphan child, named 
Francis Irvine, aged seven years, and brought from Glasgow Union by 
John Hamilton, a Removing Officer, who made application to me for his 
admission into the North Dublin Union; I refused to take the child from 
him, he not having his removing warrant, and the boy belonging to 
Wexford. 

The boy’s statement to me is, that Mr. Hamilton took him to Wexford; 
that he saw his sister there, who refused to take charge of him, and he 
then returned to Dublin with him, and put him in a lodging-house ; gave 
him a shilling and told him to remain there for the night, and the next 
morning to inquire for the North Dublin Union, which he did ; came, and 
was admitted. 

Mr. Crawford will please read this. 



No. 7. — Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Crawford, Poor 
Law Inspector. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, June 22, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland forward to you the accompanying copy of a report of Mr. 
Donaldson, one of the Relieving Officers of North Dublin Union, inserted 
on Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians on the 1 6th instant, 
respecting the removal from Glasgow to Dublin of an orphan child, named 
Francis Irvine, aged seven years, now an inmate of the Workhouse of 
North Dublin Union; and the Commissioners request that you will be so 
good as to hold an inquiry in regard to the circumstances under which 
the child was removed, and report to them thereon. 



By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To C. S. Crawford, Esq., &c., 

109, Lower Gardiner- street. 



No. 8 . — Report from Mr. Crawford, Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Dublin, June 25, 1858. 

I have the honour to inform you, that in conformity with your 
instructions of the 22nd instant, No. 14,677, I have made inquiry relative 
to the removal of an orphan child, named Francis Irvine, from Glasgow 
to Dublin. 

It appears from the statement of Mr. Donaldson, one of the Relieving 
Officers of the North Dublin Union, that on the 28th of May last a party 
representing himself to be John Hamilton, a Removing Officer from 
Glasgow, came to the North Dublin Workhouse with the child in ques- 
tion, and requested Mr. Donaldson to admit him as an inmate. Mr. 
Donaldson asked for the warrant of removal, when Hamilton stated he 
aad not got one ; and Mr. Donaldson, finding the boy had been born in 
Wexford, refused admission. Hamilton then threatened to leave the boy. 
out Mr. Donaldson stating he would report him if he did so, he then left 

E 
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the Workhouse, accompanied by the child, who, however, returned again 
to the Workhouse on the 1st of June, being on this occasion unaccom- 
panied by any party, and was then admitted into the establishment. 

The statement of tbe boy—an intelligent child of seven or eight years 
of age— is to the effect, that he is an orphan, his father having been dead 
for some time, whilst his mother died recently in Glasgow, after residing 
there about a period of twelve months. He states that four days after 
his mother's death lie was taken by his aunt (in whose house his mother 
had died) to Mr. Hamilton, who, after having had him examined by a 
doctor, at once proceeded to bring him over to Ireland. 

It appears from the boy’s statement that after Mr. Donaldson refused 
to give him admission into the Nort h Dublin Workhouse on the 28th May, 
that Hamilton took him to Wexford, where he seems to have been born, 
and where his sister is at present residing. He was taken to the bouse 
where slie was living as a servant, but she refused to take charge of him, 
being unable to do so ; whereupon Hamilton at once brought him hack to 
Dublin and placed him in a lodging, giving him a shilling, and saying 
that he would call for him on the following' 'morning, which he failed to 
do : but on tbe succeeding day a letter arrived from Hamilton desiring 
that he should go to the Workhouse, which he accordingly did. 

The case appears to be one which should be represented to the Scotch Poor 
Law Authorities, as, so far as appears, no legal authority for the removal 
of fhe boy had been obtained, and the manner in which he seems to have 
been left in Dublin most irregular and improper. 

I have the honour to be your most obedient servant, 

Charles S. Crawford, Poor Law Inspector. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Minutes of Evidence enclosed jn No. 8. 

William Donaldson sworn: lam one of. the Believing Ofticers of the North 
Dublin Union. On the 28th of May last a person representing himself as a 
Bemoving Officer from tile Glasgow Union, of the name of John Hamilton, 
came with a boy named Francis Irvine, to the North Dublin Workhouse. I 
saw him there. He told me I would oblige him very muck by taking the 
bov from him. He said the boy belonged to Wexford ; but, as he had been 
delayed leaving paupers at Castleblayney longer than he expected, he would 
feel obliged by my taking the boy, in order to prevent the necessity ot taking 
him to Wexford. I asked him for his removing warrant or authority .to 
bring the boy here, when he said he had not got one. I declined, m conse- 
quence, to admit the boy, when he said he would leave him here. I saiu 1 
would report him if lie did so. He then went away, taking the toy with him, 
and I did not see him again. ., - , 

On the 1 st of June, tlie boy, Francis Irvine, returned to me at the office at 
the North Dublin Workhouse, about the hour of half-past eleven o clock, A-M- 
Tasked him what he wanted, when he said he wanted admission 1 to the 
Workhouse. I asked him where he had slept on the preceding night, when 
he said that he had slept in a lodging-house on the quay, having been brought 
from Wexford on tile preceding day by John Hamilton, the Bemoving 
Officer who gave him a shilling, and told him to go on the following day tq 
the North Dublin Union Workhouse. The hoy stated that the Re™™ 1 ? 
Officer had taken him to Wexford, where his sister was residing ; that lie W 
seen his sister, who was living in service there, but who had refused to taw 
charge of him. I asked the boy if be hud beeD taken to the Workhouse at 
Wexford, hut he said he had been taken to no place except where his sister 
was livin I then gave him provisional admission to tlie Workhouse, which 
admission was confirmed by the Board on the following Monday. 

William Donaldson. 
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Francis Irvine states: That he believes he was born in Wexford, as lie has 
heard his mother say so. My father died at a place called Eichhill, in the 
north of Ireland. My mother afterwards took me to Glasgow. I lived with 
her there for about a year, when she died. She died in the house ot my aunt, 
and not in the Workhouse. Four days after my mother died my aunt took 
me to Mr. Hamilton. Mr. Hamilton took me to the doctor, but I do not 
know what' passed between them. Mr. Hamilton then took me off to the 
train, and put me on board a vessel sailing for Belfast. There was a woman 
and her child also came with us. On arriving at Belfast he took us on the 
train to Dundalk. He left me there for some time whilst he took the woman 
and child to Castleblayney. He then brought me to Dublin. After staying 
a day in Dublin he took me to Wexford. I saw my sister there, who saild 
she could not keep me, as she could scarcely keep herself. Mr. Hamilton 
then brought me back to Dublin by the night-coach. He took me to a 
lodging-house, and said he would come for me the next morning. He left 
me a shilling to pay for my lodging. He did not come the next morning ; 
hut on the following day the woman in whose house I lodged told me she had 
a letter from Mr. Hamilton directing me to go to the Workhouse. I accord- 
ingly went up to the Workhouse, finding my way by making inquiries. 
The woman did not accompany me. I was never in a Workhouse until I 
came here. 



No. 9 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Super- 
vision in Scotland. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, July 3, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire to state, for the information of the Board of Supervision 
for Relief of the Poor in Scotland, that the Board of Guardians of North 
Dublin Union have recently brought under their notice the case of an 
orphan child, named Francis Irvine, aged seven years, at present an 
inmate of the Workhouse of that Union, who was recently removed from 
Glasgow to Dublin under the following circumstances, as reported to the 
Commissioners by Mr. Crawford, Poor Law Inspector, whom they 
instructed to hold an inquiry on the subject.. 

A copy of the evidence taken by Mr. Crawford is enclosed herewith, 
and it appears from the statement of Mr. Donaldson, one of the Relieving 
Officers of the North Dublin Union, that on the 28th May last a person 
representing himself to be John Hamilton, a Removing Officer, went to 
the Workhouse of North Dublin Union with the child in question, and 
requested him (Mr. Donaldson) to admit the child as an inmate ; that Air. 
Donaldson asked for the warrant of removal, when Air. Hamilton stated 
he had not got one ; and that Air. Donaldson, finding that the bov had 
been born in Wexford, refused him admission. Air. Hamilton then 
threatened to leave the boy ; but on Air. Donaldson stating he would 
report him if he did so, he left the Workhouse, accompanied by the child, 
who, however, returned again to the Workhouse on the 1st June, being, 
on this occasion, unaccompanied by any party, and he was then admitted 
to the Workhouse. 

The statement of the boy himself, who is represented to be an intelli- 
gent child of seven or eight years of age, is to the effect, that he is an 
orphan, his father having been dead for some time, and that his mother 
died recently in Glasgow, after having resided there for about twelve 
months ; that four days after his mother’s death he was taken by his aunt 
(in whose house his mother died) to Air. Hamilton, who, having had him 
examined by a doctor, at once proceeded to bring him over to Ireland , 
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that after Mr. Donaldson refused to give liiin admission to the Worldiouse 
on the 28th May last, Mr. Hamilton took him to Wexford, where he 
seems to have been born, and where his sister is at present residing; that 
liavino- been taken to the house where she is a servant, she refused to take 
chartre of him, being unable to do so ; whereupon Mr. Hamilton at once 
brought him back to Dublin, and placed him in a lodging, giving him a 
shilling and saying that he would call back for him on the following 
morning, which, however, he failed to do ; but on the succeeding day a 
letter arrived from Mr. Hamilton desiring that the boy should go to the 
Workhouse, which he accordingly did. 

In reference thereto the Commissioners desire to state that the case is 
one of apparent impropriety, both as to the removal of so young a child 
from his connexions in Scotland, and also as to the cost of his future 
maintenance being fixed on North Dublin Onion by the illegal act of the 
officer in charge of him. 

Bv Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To William Stuart. Walker, Esq., &c„ 

Board of Supervision, Edinburgh. 



No. 10. Letter from the Board of Supervision in Scotland to 

the Commissioners. 

Board of Supervision, Edinburgh, 
g IR ^ October 13, 1858. 

I am directed to state, for the information of the Commissioners for 
administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, that the 
Board of Supervision having made inquiry into the circumstances con- 
nected with the removal to Ireland of the orphan child, Francis Irvine, 
ao-ed seven years, referred to in your letter of the 3rd J uly, are of opinion 
that the removal to Ireland of an orphan chiH who was born in Ireland, 
and of Irish parents, who had not a settlement in Scotland, is not illegal; 
but, although the statute 8 and 9 Vie., cap. 83, sanctions the removal to 
Ireland, with their own consent, of poor persons who are removable, the 
Board are not satisfied that a child of seven years of age is capable of 
giving such consent as the statute contemplates. It would appear, how- 
ever, from the declaration of Mr. Hamilton, a copy of which is enclosed, 
that’ the mother of the boy, on her death-bed, had specially and urgently 
requested that the boy should be taken to his relations in Ireland ; and it 
may be that the consent might, in such circumstances, be held sufficient 
to satisfy the requirements of the statute. But, however this may be, the 
Board are of opinion that Mr. Hamilton was not justified in leaving the 
boy as he did in lodgings in Dublin, and returning to Scotland without 
having handed him over to any responsible person. 

The Board will intimate that opinion to the Parochial Board of Gorbals, 
from which parish the boy was sent ; and will recommend that, in future, 
no child, removed otherwise than with one or both parents, shall be removed 
to Ireland without a warrant. 

At the same time, the Board are desirous to direct the attention of the 
Commissioners to the effect which the proceedings of the Poor Law Officers 
in Ireland, regarding this case and some others, may possibly exercise 
upon the views and proceedings of the Parochial Boards of Scotland m 
regard to removals to Ireland. 

In consequence of repeated and urgent complaints from the Poor Law 
Authorities at the ports where Irish paupers removed from Scotland were 
usually and legally landed, this Board recommended Parochial Boards to 
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incur the additional cost of removing an Irish pauper to the Union to 
which lie was known or represented himself to belong, although they were 
not by law bound to do so. Many of‘ the Parochial Boards have acted 
upon this recommendation, and, instead of handing over all Irish paupers 
to the authorities at the port of landing, have incurred the trouble and 
expense of conveying them to the Union to which they belonged, or in 
which their relations resided. But in this case (and the same has happened 
in other cases), after the Parochial Board of Gorbals had conveyed the boy 
from Belfast to Dublin, and from Dublin to Wexford, where he found and 
was recognised by his sister, the Poor Law Authorities refuse to take 
charge of the pauper. There is reason to fear that a frequent recurrence 
of such difficulties might lead the Parochial Boards to fall back upon, and 
confine themselves to, the obligations imposed upon them by law, and 
these would be fulfilled by removing the pauper to Belfast, Dublin, or 
such other port in Ireland with which there is a regular communication, as 
would afford him the greatest facility for arriving at the place of his ulti- 
mate destination. 

The Board would be glad to receive from the Commissioners any 
suggestions they may be good enough to offer, with a view to give the 
Parochial Boards greater security, that when they voluntarily incur the 
cost of removing paupers to places beyond the ports with which there is a 
regular communication, they may not find the difficulty of handing them 
over to the Irish Poor Law Authorities thereby increased. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

W. S. Walker, Secretary. 

B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 



Declaration of Mr. James Hamilton, enclosed in No. 10. 

Report, by Janies Hamilton, Inspector of Poor for the Parish of Gorbals, 
Glasgow, of his official actings and proceedings anent and concerning the 
case of poor Margaret Gallacher, or Irvine, and her child, Prancis Irvine, as 
follows, viz. : — 

On the 4th day of February, 1858, application was made to me, James 
Hamilton, Inspector of Poor for the Parish of Gorbals, Glasgow, by a Mrs. 
Reid, residing in Main-street, Gorbals, to the effect that I would visit a 
woman, named Margaret Gallacher, or Irvine, who was a lodger in her (Mrs. 
Reid’s) house. When Mrs. Beid made this application I interrogated her as 
to her knowledge of the party for whom she was applying, when she informed 
me that the woman, Irvine, was a widow, and had one child, a boy named 
Francis, and that they were both natives of Ireland ; that they came from 
Ireland about a year before, and during that time they had occasionally 
lodged with her. Further information she could not give, as they were 
otherwise utter strangers to her, and not in any way related to her. 

On the same date I visited Irvine at Mrs. Reid’s house, when I found her 
confined to bed and in a very infirm state of health. 1 inquired at her if it 
was with her knowledge that application was made to the Parochial Board, 
and if so, what she applied for. In reply she stated that she wanted the 
parish doctor to visit her, and see if he could do any thing for her. At same 
time she also requested temporary relief for a few days, till she should recover 
a little, and, if she so recovered, she expressly stated her earnest application 
that she and her boy be sent home to Ireland, to where they belong. She 
also stated that she came from Ireland this last time about eight or nine 
months previously, but she had been in Scotland on different occasions, for 
a few months each, some time before ; that she was born in the county Fer- 
managh, Ireland; that her husband, John Irvine, carpenter, deceased, was 
born in Dublin, and her boy, Francis, in the county of Wexford, Ireland. 
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The application for medical and temporary relief was granted, and the 
Medical Officer, under date 8th February,] 858, certifies applicant as “wholly 
unfit,” thereby meaning that she was unfit either to work for her support or 
to bear removal to Ireland. On the same day, the application being reported 
by me to the Relief Committee of the Parochial Board, they approved of 
what had been done in the case, and awarded her a weekly aliment, and 
instructed that the Medical Officer continue his attendance upon her. This 
was continued till her death, which took place on 19th May. During the 
time she was chargeable she was frequently visited by me. The date of last 
visit was on 19th April, under which date my written report is, “Visited 
applicant ; found her confined to bed ; she is getting much emaciated— appa- 
rently in a dying state ; is in lodgings, but seems well attended to. ’ On 
visiting her this time she seemed quite aware she was fast dying, and ex- 
pressed an earnest desire that her boy would be sent home to Ireland, and 
that he be .taken to his sister (her daughter) at Ballyrankin House, in the 
county of Wexford, where she would see he was taken care ot. I reluctantly 
promised to do all in my power to comply with this request, and which 
seemed to be a great relief to the anxiety of the poor dying woman. 

After her death, Mrs. Reid, the. party with whom she lodged, came to me 
and urgently requested that the boy be immediately taken aw ay from her 
house, and either taken to Ireland, or admitted into the Poorhouse, or some 
where else, as she was no relation of his, and had. no occasion to be troubled 
with him, as she had been at plenty of trouble with the mother. 

I duly reported the whole facts of the case to the Parochial Board of 
Gorbals ; and, on 24tli May, having received instructions from the Board to 
remove a pauper lunatic and her child to Ireland, they instructed “the 
Inspector to take deceased’s child, Francis, to Ireland,” and endeavour to 
find out his friends. Accordingly, on 25th May, I removed to Ireland the 
lunatic referred to, taking the boy, Francis Irvine, along with me. After 
getting the lunatic safely handed over to the proper authorities, which occu- 
pied much more of my time than I anticipated, I proceeded to Dublin to get 
the boy’s case disposed of. I arrived in Dublin late on the evening of the 
27th May, and the first thing I did was to procure lodgings and some food 
for the boy, which I obtained with considerable difficulty, owing to the late 
hour of the night. Next morning I called at the boy’s lodgings and paid the 
keeper of the house his charges. Then we proceeded to the North Union 
Workhouse and inquired for the Master. On seeing him I made inquiry as 
to the Irish law in such cases as the one in question, to which I was answered, 
that if the boy slept last night on the “ north side,” and was destitute, it was 
the duty of the Relieving Officer to take up and dispose of the case. I ex- 
plained that the object of my calling there was to get the boy, who had come 
along with me, admitted to the workhouse ; that it was my intention whenl 
left Glasgow to have proceeded to Wexford where the boy has a sister, but, 
being detained longer on the way from Glasgow than I expected, I found i 
would scarcely have time to reach that length and be back to Glasgow to 
attend my business arrangements as on the 1st of June ; and as I had ascer- 
tained that Dublin was the birthplace of the boy’s father, I considered that 
Union the proper place for him. At first the Master agreed to admit the boy 
to the Workhouse, but after a little he recollected that one of the Relieving 
Officers would be there in the course of two hours, lie requested I would call 
back, when there would be no difficulty whatever in getting the boy taken 
charge of. The boy and I left the Workhouse, and in Course of two hours l 
returned alone (the boy having been left in safe and proper keeping at the 
lodgings), and found a person -who represented himself as being a Relieving 
Officer, but whose name I was not told. To this individual I stated the case 
as before narrated. He began by making excuses as to his inability to take 
the boy off my hands. The first was, I should have left him at the first sea- 
port I came to, which, of course, meant Belfast, as he was aware I came tna 
way. Having met that objection by stating that Dublin was the place wine i 
seemed, to me liable in the first place, in respect of it being the father s bir - 
place, he started a second objection to the effect, that I was bound to ta 
him on to Wexford, his own birthplace. Again, he thought I should a 
him on to Fermanagh, where his mother had been born. Latterly, fie we 
and brought a document which he endeavoured to make me beheve was u 
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Irish Poor Law Act, but which I discovered to be an old warrant for the 
removal of some Irish paupers from England to Ireland. On this being dis- 
covered, he made inquiry for the warrant for removal of the boy. He was 
informed there was no warrant, and that warrants were only applied for in 
cases of compulsory removal, which are now of very rare occurrence. He, 
however, still declined to receive the boy, and went on to state that, in 
absence of evidence that he belonged to Ireland, he would have nothing to 
do with him, but gave me to understand that, if proof was produced, he 
would take care of the boy. I stated that although I had no person with me 
who could give that evidence, still it could readily be obtained, and offered 
him the address of the boy’s sister. This he also refused, , saying it might be 
a mere sham for me to get out of the way and leave the boy behind. I 
offered him my address, which he treated in the same manner. I then said 
to him, “1 may have been in error in not putting myself in communication 
with the sister and getting her statement previous to coming here with the 
boy; but, to put that right, I will proceed to the county Wexford and find 
out the sister.” 

I refrain from making any remarks on the rude and very insulting manner 
in which the said Relieving Officer treated me while in the discharge of my 
duty. 

In this state of matters I resolved to obtain proof of the boy’s claim on 
Ireland, and on the same day I proceeded to Ballyrankine House, in the 
county of Wexford, taking the boy, Erancis Irvine, along with me, in order 
that no mistake might arise as to his identity. We arrived next day at 
Ballyrankine, and when within three or four miles of the house, the boy was 
able to point out the nearest road to it. On arriving there I found the sister. 
He and she recognised each other instantly. His sister informed me he (the 
boy, Francis Irvine) had been frequently to Ballyrankine House, along with 
his mother, calling on her ; the last time was about two years ago. She 
further stated she believed her mother had had no settled place of residence, 
but for the last nine or ten years had been leading a vagrant life, wandering 
from place to place in Ireland, with the exceptions of the occasions she was 
in Scotland for a short time, as before stated. I informed her of her mother’s 
dying request that Fraiieis be brought to her (the sister) in order to be taken 
charge of. She stated that for years she had been kept in poverty remitting 
all she could spare, and sometimes more than she could properly afford, to 
her relations, her mother getting a good share of it ; and she distinctly refused 
to have any tiling to do with the boy as to his maintenance. 

Her master and mistress (Dr. and Mrs. Devereux) were then sent for to 
see if they would not do something for the boy. They sent for two members 
of the Board of Guardians of that Union. When they came and had the 
matter explained to them, they stated that nothing could be done for the boy 
there, and that I might take him any other place I pleased, but I was not to 
leave him there, and they distinctly refused to order his admission to the 
Workhouse. 

I then determined to obtain proof of the boy’s birthplace and that of his 
parents’, and accordingly asked the sister to give me a letter stating her 
relationship to the boy and where lie was born, &c. She complied readily 
to this, and gave me a letter of which the following is a true copy : — 



“Ballyrankine House, County Wexford, 
“May 29, 1858. 

“The bearer, Francis Irvine, is a half-brother of mine and a native of 

Ireland. His father was Irvine, and our mother, Margaret Gallaeher, 

both dead. I cannot say to what county in Ireland his father belonged. 
My mother, Margaret Gallaeher, was born at Kesh, in the county Ferman- 
agh, where her family were well known, and where, I believe, I have ail 
uncle, named John Gallaeher, formerly a labourer, now, I suppose, a butcher. 

“(Signed), u Marvann Acheson, Servant. 

... “ My earnings are very small, and I am wholly unable to do any thing for 
the bearer. 



“ (Initialed), 



‘ M. A.” 
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At the same time Dr. Devereux gave me a letter from his hand, of which 
the following is a true copy: — 

“ I certify that when I was Rector of Drumkeevan, post-town Kesh, and 
county Fermanagh, in 1S47, I engaged an orphan girl, named Maryann 
Acheson, as a servant, who has continued to live in my serviee from that 
period up to the present time. She was brought up and cared for by her 
grandmother, Ann Gallaeher (her mother, Margaret Gallacher, alias Irvine, 
having totally neglected this girl, excepting upon one or two occasions when 
Margaret Irvine and her husband, as strollers, called to see the girl, Maryann 
Acheson, at my house in the County Wexford). 

“ I also certify that, upon many occasions, money had been remitted to 
the grandmother and mother by the girl in question for their relief, although 
she could ill spare these contributions out of the small wages that she obtains 
from me and her mistress. 

“This is all I know of the family or persons before alluded to. Mr. 
Acheson, post-master at Kesh, could certify as to the money-orders that 
were remitted on that post-office in favour of Margaret Gallacher, the grand- 
mother. 

“ Signed by me at Ballyrankine House, Ferns, this 29th day 
“ of May, 1858. 

“(Signed), 

“Nicholas Devereux, D.D., Rector of Rebust, 

“ Diocese of Ferns, County Wexford.” 

Having got the two letters of which the above are true copies, and finding 
I could not get the boy taken charge of at Wexford, I returned direct to 
Dublin that evening, taking the boy' along with me. On arriving there the 
following (Sunday) morning, I took the boy to the same lodgings he was in 
before, and gave him 2s. (j d. to keep him till I would call for him on the 
Monday morning. As I had then found ample evidence to satisfy any person, 
in the first place, that he and both of his parents were natives of Ireland, and 
had never acquired any settlement elsewhere ; and, in the second place, I 
considered I had fully discharged my duty, both morally and legally, in so 
far as I had taken him to his sister, his only known and nearest relation, 
who refused to have any thing to do with him, and in bringing him to Dublin 
where his mother informed me his father had been born. 

My own official duties peremptorily demanded my presence in Scotland 
next day (Tuesday) ; but, in order that no reflection might be cast on mein 
the discharge of my duty, I resolved to go to the county Fermanagh to find 
out the uncle referred to in the sister’s letter, and for that purpose started 
on the Monday morning, having been informed I could go there and return 
to Dublin in time to catch the train to Belfast running in connexion with 
the Glasgow steamer ; but on my way thence I discovered my information 
was incorrect, and I could not possibly accomplish the journey in that time, 
and then found I would not have time to return to Dublin myself and take 
the boy to the Workhouse. Being confident, however, that the letters con- 
tained ample evidence of what the person whom I saw at the North Union 
Workhouse of Dublin required, I enclosed the two principal letters to the 
keeper of the lodging-house, with a request that they would be handed to the 
boy, and direct him the way to the Workhouse. 

I observe that in the eommuications received by the Board of Supervision 
from the Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, no mention is made of these 
letters further than that on the succeeding day “a letter arrived from Mr. 
Hamilton desiring that the boy should go to the Workhouse, which he 
accordingly did.” And as I am satisfied these would also be handed to the 
Relieving Officer, it would appear to me they have been purposely suppressed 
by him. 

(Signed), 

James Hamilton, Inspector of Poor, Gorbals. 

At Glasgow, the 2nd day of September, 1 858, in presence of David Dreg- 
horn, Esq., one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the county of 
Lanark : 
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Compeared James Hamilton, Inspector of Poor of the Parish of Gorbals, 
Glasgow, who solemnly declares that what is written on the thirteen pre- 
ceding pages is a true and correct lvport of his official actings and proceed- 
ings anent and concerning the case of poor Margaret Gallacher, or Irvine, 
and her child Francis, botli of which are more fully therein referred to; all 
which he declares to be truth, 

(Signed), 

James Hamilton, Inspector of Poor, Gorbals. 

I). Dreghorn, j.p. 



No. n t — Letter fronrthe Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g 1E) October 19, 1858. 

Adverting to previous correspondence respecting the removal from 
Glasgow to Dublin of an orphan boy named Francis Irvine, who became an 
inmate of the Workhouse of North Dublin Union, the Commissioners 
for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland transmit 
herewith, for the information of the Board of Guardians, a copy of 
a report made to the Board of Supervision for Relief of the Poor in 
Scotland on the subject, by Mr. James Hamilton, Inspector of Poor for 
the Parish of Gorbals, Glasgow. # 

The Commissioners desire at the same time to state, that the Board ol 
Supervision expresses an opinion tliat an orphan child of seven years of 
are is legally removable to Ireland, but disapproves the conduct of the 
Inspector” in leaving the child in lodgings hi Dublin, and in not having 
handed him over to any responsible person. 

The Board of Guardians will, no doubt, think it right to obtain Be- 
lieving Officer Donaldson’s explanation in regard to the conduct imputed 
to him. And the Commissioners request that they may be furnished with 
a copy thereof, as it is their intention to address the Supervision Board 
again on the subject. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, 

North Dublin Union. 



]\f 0 . 12 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Supervision in Scotland. 

Boor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
S 1Kj October 27, 1858. 

’ I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Belief of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your commu- 
nication of the 13th instant, relating to the case of an orphan child, 
named Francis Irvine, aged seven years, who, some time since, was re- 
moved from Scotland to Ireland, and left in Dublin by Mr. Hamilton, 
Inspector of the Poor of the Parish of Gorbals. 

In reply I am to state, for the information of the Board of Supervision, 
that the Commissioners have communicated to the Guardians of North 
Dublin Union, Inspector Hamilton’s Report and Declaration ; and like- 
wise the opinion of the Board of Supervision that the child in question 
was legally removable to Ireland. Also that the Board of Supervision 
have expressed their disapproval of the conduct of the officer in leaving the 
child in lodgings in Dublin, instead of handing him over to some respon- 
sible person. 
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The Commissioners have requested the Guardians to require from 
Relieving Officer Donaldson an explanation of his conduct as described in 
Inspector Hamilton’s report. 

As regards the alleged refusal of two Guardians of Wexford Union to 
lake charge of the pauper, the Commissioners have not thought it neces- 
sary to req uire explanation, because Guardians of the Poor in Ireland are 
expressly forbidden to act otherwise than at an assembled meeting of the 
Board of Guardians; and the officer appears to have failed to apply to 
any competent authority in the Wexford Union. 

In reference to the wish of the Board of Supervision to receive from 
the Commissioners some suggestion which may give the Parochial Boards 
in Scotland greater security, that when they voluntarily incur the cost of 
removing paupers to places beyond the ports where they are landed, they 
may not find the difficulty of handing them over to the Irish Poor Law 
authorities thereby increased, I am to state that the Commissioners would 
gladly, if they could, communicate any suggestion which would appear to 
them likeiy to afford such security. 

It, is, however, their opinion, that the present state of the law of re- 
moval of Irish-born subjects from Scotland makes it extremely difficult 
for the authorities in that country to do more than remove to some port 
on the Irish coast, inasmuch as, according to the terms of the statute, that 
is all which they are legally required to do ; and when, with the most 
proper motives they attempt, at their own expense, to go further, and to 
remove the pauper to some other Union than that which , comprises the 
place of landing, they are met by the difficulty, that the law indicates no 
particular Union to which the pauper ought to be removed. 

Whatever may be the ground For choosing a particular place in Ireland 
as the place properly responsible for the future maintenance of the pauper; 
whether it be that it is the place of his own birth, or that of his parents’ 
birth, or previous residence, or the place where his connexions still reside, 
or the place which it is his own wish to go to, no such grounds are recog- 
nised in Ireland as creating chargeability under the Poor Law Acts, and; 
therefore, it is too much to expect that any Union authorities in Ireland 
should voluntarily accept the future maintenance of a pauper deported 
from Scotland to Ireland when formally tendered to them by the Scotch 
authorities for that purpose on any of those grounds. 

The simple rule of chargeability in Ireland is, that the pauper is en- 
titled to relief from the Union in which he is destitute and makes appli- 
cation for relief. If any accidental circumstance, therefore, brings such 
a charge on a particular Union, it is usually submitted to by the au- 
thorities at once ; but when a pauper is designedly brought to a Union, 
and the charge of his maintenance is sought to be fixed on it for some 
reason not recognised by law, a refusal to accept the pauper from the 
hands of the Removing Officer is the natural consequence ; nor, in the 
opinion of the Commissioners, could any state of the law be effectual and 
satisfactory under which the question of the place to be charged with 
such a liability should be left dependent either on the choice of the pauper 
himself, or that of the officer removing him. 

Another consideration present to the minds of the Irish Poor Law 
authorities in such cases is that the obligation to relieve commences only 
when the party becomes destitute, and while he is in the hands of an 
officer who legally has charge of him, and who is not authorized by law to 
transfer that charge to another authority, he cannot in strictness be held 
to be destitute. 

The case of Francis Irvine appears to illustrate the state of things above 
described completely. He is brought by the officer to Dublin because 
his father is said to have been bom and to have resided there ; and from 
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Dublin be is taken to Wexford because bis sister is in service there at 
present, neither of these circumstances affording legal grounds for removing 
Slim to either place in particular. The authorities of Dublin and Wexford 
would naturally decline to accept him on either of these grounds, but as 
soon as he is abandoned by the officer in Dublin destitution commences, 
and in this, as in all other like cases, the Poor Law authorities of the 
'(Jnion in which the abandonment took place discharge their duty by af- 
fording him the necessary relief. 

In the existing state of the law the only suggestion which the Com- 
missioners can make is that whenever the Poor Law authorities in Scot- 
land may remove a pauper in the custody of an officer to any Unioil in 
Ireland, such removal should in all cases be made to the Workhouse of 
the Union, inasmuch as relief in the Workhouse appears to be the most 
suitable form of relief in such cases ; and it is desirable that as soon as the 
destitution of the person removed commences within the Union, the know- 
ledge of it should reach the principal officer in charge of the Workhouse 
as soon as possible, that officey having power to admit provisionally in all 
cases of sudden and urgent necessity in the interval between the weekly 
meetings of the Board of Guardians. The Believing Officers of Unions 
have similar provisional powers, but it is not likely that those officers may 
at all times be found at their offices or usual places of residence, and very 
frequently they would be found at the Workhouse, in which case applica- 
tion on behalf of the destitute person removed can be made to them at 
the Workhouse, or, in their absence, to the Master, or other superior 
officer in charge at the time. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To William S. Walker, Esq., Secretary, 

Board of Supervision, Edinburgh. 



Ho. 13 . — Letter front the Board of Supervision to the 
Commissioners. 

Board of Supervision, Edinburgh, 
Slh, December 16, 1 858. 

I am directed by the Board of Supervision to transmit to you for the 
information of the Conunissioners for administering the Laws for the 
Relief of the Poor in Ireland, the enclosed copy of a circular, numbered 
II., 1858,, which the Board have considered it requisite to send to every 
parish in Scotland. 

I am, Sir, your .obedient servant, 

W. S. Walker, Secretary. 



B. Banks, Esq., 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 



Enclosure in No. 13. 

Board of Supervision, Edinburgh, 
November 25, 1858. 

I ani directed by the Board of Supervision to ihform you that they have 
recently had some correspondence* with the Commissioners for administering 
the Laws for Belief of the Poor in Ireland, upon the subject of certain diffi- 
culties which have arisen in the removal of Irish-born paupers to Ireland. 

* The correspondence referred to consists ot the Letter of the Board of Supervision, 
dated 13th October, 1858, and the Commissioners’, reply, dated 27th October, 1858. 
See Nos. 10 and 12, pages 68-73. 
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The difficulties referred to appear to be occasioned by a want of harmony 
between the manner in which removals to Ireland are at present effected, 
and the provisions of the Irish Law for the Relief of the Poor. They will be 
sufficiently explained by the letters, of which copies are annexed to this Cir- 
cular. 

With a view to prevent the occurrence of these difficulties in future, and 
to obviate all reasonable ground of complaint on the part of the Irish Poor 
Law authorities, the Board have instructed me to transmit to you the fol- 
lowing recommendations : — 

J. That all removals of poor persons to Ireland shall be made under the 
authority of a warrant from the Sheriff, and that the warrant of removal 
shall set forth the place to which the removal is to be made, and the Union 
or county in which that place is situated. 

2. That all paupers so removed shall be conveyed to the Workhouse of 
the Union in which the place specified in the warrant is situated, and there 
left in charge of the Relieving Officer, or, in his absence, of the Master or 
other superior officer of the Workhouse in charge at the time. 

• I have to request that you will submit this communication to your Paro- 
chial Board at their next meeting. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

W. S. Walker, Secretary. 

To the Inspector of Poor. 



No. 14. — Letter, from the Commissioners to the Chief Secretary 
of the Lord Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Mr Loud, December 30, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor Ireland transmit herewith, for the information of His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, a copy of a circular letter which has been issued by the 
Board of Supervision for Relief of the Poor in Scotland to the several 
parishes in that country, and copies of which were forwarded to the Com- 
missioners by that Board on the 16th instant. The Commissioners also 
enclose copies of some correspondence which preceded that which is 
printed with the circular, and a copy of the statement of Inspector 
Hamilton, which is alluded to therein. 

In forwarding this correspondence the Commissioners think it right to 
observe that, in their letter of the 27th October last, addressed to the Board 
of Supervision, they did not express any opinion to the effect that it would 
be legal to remove, or keep in custody, for the purpose of removing, a 
pauper to any Union in Ireland other than the Union comprising the place 
at which he might be landed; or that an officer removing a pauper to 
Ireland could legally transfer the charge of such pauper to any Poor Law 
Officer in that country; on the contrary, it was distinctly pointed out that 
no ground for the removal of a pauper to any Union other than the Union 
in which the pauper might be landed, would be recognised by the Poor 
Law authorities in Ireland as a legal ground for fixing the chargeabilily 
of the pauper on such Union. 

The Commissioners have thought it right to bring this correspondence 
before his Excellency on account of the important bearing it appears to 
have on the administration of the Poor Law both in Ireland and in Scot- 
land. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Right Hon. Lord Naas, ju.p., 

Castle. 
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Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 7 th December, 1858. 

Dr. Reid reports— That Peter M'Farlane states, that for several months 
nast he has been suffering under venereal disease; that he was recently 
dismissed from the Edinburgh Infirmary; then entered the Edinburgh 
Poorhouse, from which he was forwarded to Belfast. He is now under 
treatment in the Lock ward of the Hospital for secondary syphilis. 

Ordered— That Henry Robinson, Esq., Poor Law Inspector, be re- 
quested, at convenience, to inquire into the particulars of 1 eter M -bar- 
lane’s removal from Edinburgh. 

Dr Mulholland reports— I beg leave to report to the Board ot Guar- 
dians that Dr. Reid and I examined Michael Gallagher, and are of opinion 
that he is of unsound mind; and as he appears to possess a suicidal pro- 
pensity, we consider that it would be unsafe for him to leave the ork- 
house,' except in charge of some friend or caretaker. ... 

Ordered— That Henry Robinson, Esq., be requested to inquire into this 
case of removal at convenience. 



j( 0i qg. Retort from Mr. Robinson, Poor Law Inspector, to the 

Commissioners. 

Holywood, Belfast, 

Gentlemen, " ' December 10, 1858. 

The Guardians of Belfast Union having, at their meeting on the 7th 
instant, requested my attention to the recent removal of two persons from 
Scotland to Belfast, I have inquired into the circumstances of the cases 
referred to, and I beg to make known to you tbe following particulars: — 

Michael’ Gallagher, aged twenty-eight, was admitted to the Belfast 
Workhouse on the 26tli ultimo, having been sent to Belfast by tbe au- 
thorities of the parish of Earlston, near Edinburgh, accompanied by an 
officer. He is of unsound mind, so much so that I would not administer 
an oath to him; but he states that he is a native of Bundoran, in the 
county of Donegal; that he had been for several months an inmate of 
Mornmgside Lunatic Asylum, and tha\ having there expressed a wish to 
return to his native place, he was taken from Morningside and sent to 
Belfast. Both Medical Officers of the Belfast Workhouse concur m 
stating that he is insane and unable to take care of himself, and that he 
could not, with due regard to his safety, be permitted to take bis discharge 
from the Workhouse. I send you their evidence, on oath, on the subject, 
and the removal order which was given to the Relieving Officer of Belfast 

Peter M'Earlane, aged thirty-two, was admitted to the Belfast Work- 
house on the 26th ultimo, having been removed from Edinburgh under 
the annexed order. He states that lie had been in an Infirmary m Edin- 
burgh for some time, and on being discharged applied for admission to a 
Workhouse. He was admitted to a Workhouse there, and in the course of 
a few days sent to Belfast. On his arrival he was admitted to the Belfast 
Workhouse, and was at once taken into Hospital. He has been m bed 
ever since, as he is suffering from the effects of venereal. 

Neither of these men had a settlement in any parish in Scotland, and 
were, therefore, liable to be removed; but I think it right to inform you 
of the facts, in case you may consider that the following points call lor 
notice: — 
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As to Michael Gallagher : 

1 st. The fact of his being insane, at the time of his removal, and unable 
to take care of himself. 

2nd. The hardship of sending him to, and leaving him in Belfast, when 
there is regular steam communication between Glasgow and Londonderry 
which is so much nearer to Bundoran. 

And in the case of Peter M‘Farlane : 

His state of health, when sent over from Edinburgh, and the absence of 
all evidence of a medical certificate having been obtained previous to his 
removal. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Henry Robinson. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 

Minutes of Evidence, enclosed in No. 16. 

James Seaton Reid, Esq., m.d., Medical Officer of the Belfast Union 
Workhouse, having- been duly sworn, states:— I have seen and examined 
Michael Gallagher, and I believe him to be of unsound mind and unable to 
take care of himself. I do not believe that lie could be discharged from the 
Workhouse with due regard to Ms safety, as he expresses a wish to die, and 
might commit suicide. 

J. Seaton Reid, m.d. 

Sworn before me, this 8th of December, 1 858. 

Henry Robinson, Poor Law Inspector. 

Cunningham Mulholland, Esq., m.d., Medical Officer of the Belfast Work- 
house, having been duly sworn, states:— I saw Michael Gallagher the day 
after his admission to this Workhouse, and he has been since under my care. 
1 believe he was insane at the time he was admitted to this Workhouse, and 
that he is so at present. I believe him to be quite unable to take care of 
himself. He has shown suicidal propensities, and I do not think it would be 
safe to allow him to take his discharge from the Workhouse. 

Cunningham Mulholland, m.d. 

Sworn before me, this 10th of December, 1858. 

Henry Robinson, Poor Law Inspector. 

Order of Removal of Michael Gallagher, enclosed in No. 16. 

Unto the Honourable the Sheriff of the County of Berwick and his 
Substitutes. 

Tjie Petition anj Complaint of Robert Smith, Inspector of Poor for the 
Parish of Earlston, 

Sheweth — 

That Michael Gallagher, sometime residing at Craigsford, now at Morn- 
ingside, near Edinburgh, is a native of Ireland, and in the course of receiv- 
ing parochial relief from the Parochial Board of said parish, and is now ac- 
tually chargeable, by himself as a pauper, to the said parish. 

That the said Michael Gallagher has not acquired a settlement in any 
parish or combination in Scotland, or, if ever acquired, such settlement has 
not been retained, and he is, therefore, liable to be removed therefrom to 
Ireland. 

That the health of this said Michael Gallagher is such as to admit of his 
removal to Ireland, as appears from the certificate, on soul and conscience, by 
James Andrew, a regular medical practitioner, produced herewith. 

May it* therefore, please your Lordship to grant an order for the removal 
of the said Michael Gallagher to Ireland. 

According to Justice, &c. 

Robert Smitr. 
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At Edinburgh, the 2Qth (lay of November, 1858, in presence of Robert 
Beli, Esq.., Sheriff of the county ofiBerwick— 

Compeared the complainer, the said Robert Smith. 

Combeared the defender, the said Michael Gallagher, who, being interro- 
ted declares :— I am a native of Bundoran, in Ireland ; I came to Scotland 
for the first time about ten years ago ; I tookup my residence at Calderbank, 
in the west, of Scotland, and remained there about six months ; I then re- 
moved to Peeblesshire, and resided sometimes in West Linton, and sometimes 
in Peebles, for between three and four years ; I then removed to Earlston, 
aiid resided, not ' continuously, hut chiefly there for between three and four 
hears ■ I then removed to Bowden, Stow, and several other places, for upwards 
of two years; I am at present chargeable to the Parochial Board of Earlston 
as a pauper ;’r never resided five years continuously in any parish or com- 
bination in Scotland. All which I declare to be truth, as I shall answer to 
God • and I declare I cannot write. 

Robeet Bell, 

Sheriff of Haddington and Berwick. 

At Edinburgh, the 20th day of November, 1868. 

I the said Robert Bell, Sheriff of Berwickshire and Haddington, having 
considered the foregoing petition and complaint of the said Robert Smith, 
with thfe declaration of thfe said Michael Gallagher, defender, medical certi- 
ficate produced and attached hereto, find that the said defender, Michael 
Gallagher, was born at Bandon, in Ireland, and that he has not acquired a 
parochial settlement in any parish or combination in Scotland, or, if acquired, 
that he has not retained such settlement, and that lie lias actually become, 
and is now actually chargeable to tile Parochial Board of the parish of 
Earlston ; and I do hereby order and adjudge the said Michael Gallagher, 
defender, to be removed to Ireland, by and at the expense ot the said Paro- 
chial Board of the said parish, in pursuance of the provisions of an Act made 
and passed in the eighth and ninth years of the reign of Queen Victoria, 
intituled, “An Act for the Amendment and better Administration of the 
Laws relating to the Relief of the Poor in Scotland, (4 th August, 1 845) ; and 

also of another Act made and passed in the tenth and eleventh years of the 
reign of Her sqid Majesty, intituled, ‘ * An Act to Amend the Laws relating 
to the Removal of Poor Persons from England and Scotland,”— (21st June, 

' Robert Bell. 

I hereby certify, on soul and conscience, that the health of Michael 
Gallagher is such as to admit of his removal to Ireland. 

Witness my hand this 2Qth day of November, 1868. 

James Andrew, m.d., Cantab. 

Obdek of EpioyAL of Peter, MTaklane, enclosed in Dfo. 16. 

Order for removal to Ireland. 

Council Chambers, Edinburgh, 
November 24, 1858. 

We, James Blaokadder and James Hill, two of the Justices of the Peace 
of the city of Edinburgh, do hereby order and adjudge Peter M'Earlane, a 
native of the county Leitrim, in Ireland, who has become, and is now actu- 
ally chargeable to the parish of Edinburgh, to be removed and conveyed to 
Ireland, in pursuance of the provisions of an Act made and passed in the 
eighth and ninth years of the reign of Queen Victoria, intituled, “An Act 
for the Amendment and better Administration of the Laws relating to the 
Relief of the Poor in Scotland,”— (4th August, 1.845); and also of another 
Act made and passed in the tenth and eleventh years of the reign of Her 
said Majesty, intituled, ‘ ‘ An Act to Amend the Laws relating to the Removal 
of Poor Persons from England and Scotland,” — (21st June, 1847). 

James Blackadder, j.p. 

James Hill, j.p. 
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No. 17. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
Sir, December 14, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Belief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire to state, for the information of the Board of Guardians 
of Belfast Union, that they have received a report from their Inspector 
Mr. Robinson, relative to the removal of Michael Gallagher and Peter 
M‘Farlane from Scotland to Belfast, adverted to in the Guardians’ Minutes 
of the 7th instant; and the Commissioners will submit the case of Michael' 
Gallagher to the Board of Supervision for the Relief of the Poor in Scot- 
land, as they think that a great irregularity has occurred in removing a 
lunatic on his declaration of facts. 



By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



The Clerk, Belfast Union. 



No. 18. — Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Robinson. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, December 14, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your report, dated the 1 0th instant, 
relative to the removal of Michael Gallagher and Peter M‘Farlane from 
Scotland to Belfast ; and in reference thereto, the Commissioners desire to 
state that they will submit the case of Michael Gallagher to the Board of 
Supervision for the Relief of the Poor in Scotland, as they think that a 
great irregularity has occurred in removing a lunatic on his declaration of 
facts. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To Henry Robinson, Esq., 

Holywood, Belfast. 



No. 19. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Supervision in Scotland. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, December 14, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering'the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had their attention drawn to the case of a man named 
Michael Gallagher, who was removed from the parish of Earlston, near 
Edinburgh, to Ireland, and admitted into the Workhouse of Belfast 
Union on the 28th ult. ; and the circumstances of the case are such, that 
the Commissioners deem it right to submit them to the Board of Super- 
vision for the Relief of the Poor in Scotland. 

From a report which the Commissioners have received from Mr. 
Robinson, the Inspector in charge of Belfast Union, it appears that Michael 
Gallagher is a lunatic ; that he had been for several months an inmate of 
Morningside Lunatic Asylum ; and that having there expressed a wish to 
return to his native place (Bundoran in the county of Donegal), he was 
taken from Morningside and sent to Belfast. 

The Medical Officers of Belfast Workhouse concur in opinion that 
Michael Gallagher is insane and unable to take care of himself, that he 
has shown suicidal propensities, and that he could not, with due regard to 
his safety, be permitted to take his discharge from the Workhouse. 
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From the documents which were given by the Removing Officer to the 
Relieving Officer of Belfast Union, it appears that the order of removal 
made by the Sherifl of Haddington and Berwickshire is unsupported by 
any evidence whatever beyond the lunatic’s own declaration as to his 
place of birth or last legal settlement, although the 77th section of the 
Scotch Poor Law Act appears to require evidence on oath as the founda- 
tion of an order of removal. 

The Commissioners will feel obliged by being favoured with the views 
of the Board of Supervision on this case, as it appears to the Commis- 
sioners that a great irregularity has occurred in removing a lunatic on his 
oivn declaration of facts. 



By Order of the Commissioners, 



To IV. S. AValker, Esq., Secretary 
to the Board of Supervision for 
Relief of the Poor, Edinburgh. 



B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



No. 20 . — Letter from the Board of Supervision in Scotland 
to the Commissioners. 

Board of Supervision, Edinburgh, 
® IR i January 14, 1859. ° ’ 

I have laid before the Board your letter of the 14th December, 1858 
regarding the case of a man named Gallagher, who was removed from the 
pwish of Earlston to Ireland, under a warrant from the Sheriff of Had- 
dington ; and I am to state, for the information of the Commissioners that 
having inquired into the circumstances, the Board have seen no reason to 
doubt that Michael Gallagher was born in Ireland, and that he was 
legally removable; but it appears to them that the warrant for his re- 
moval was not granted m the manner contemplated by the statute and 
that the legality of his removal may be questioned upon that ground. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

n n i -n , W. S. Walker, Secretary. 

R Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, 1 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 



Sis, 



No. 21. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
January 24, 1859. 
the Bt?fWn S ' t0 ^Commissioners’ letter to the Board of Guardians of 
Miehael C n T ° f T 4 1 ultlm0 ’ relating to the case of a man named 
BawSTf' re,n . ov . ed from the P™sh of Earlston, near 

Mef ofrtl P ® ’ T, C ° m j m ? SIOners for administering the Laws for 

Board nf P P r° r m 1 Ireland d <^e to state, for the information of the 
Cd of s ‘l lat ° n *o 14th ult, they addressed a letter to the 

fcfl! 5 ™ 0 ; f tte P ehef of the Poor in Scotland, stating that 
Lin S oTfro IOnel ’i' f^ reCelVed / rep0rt from tlleir Inspector] Mr. 
ST 1 i n Wbl0h !t ?PP eared that Micha ®l Gallagher is a lunatic, 
Asylum ond 5“,“^ months an inmate of Morningside Lunatic 
place nim ? tha ‘ T mg tW ex P ressed a wish to return to his native 
side and TtTn ?« tle c , ounty ofDono gal) ke was taken from Moming- 
ZZJt • B ? UiS u ; tb £ ‘ heMedical 0ffi oers of theBelfast Workhouse 
in opinion that Michael Gallagher is insane and unable to take 
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care of himself; that he had shown suicidal propensities, and that he 
could not, with due regard to his safety, be permitted to take his discharge 
from the Workhouse ; that from the documents which were given by the 
Removing Officer to the Relieving Officer of Belfast Union, it appeared 
that the order of removal made by the Sheriff of Haddington and Berwick- 
shire was unsupported by any evidence whatever, beyond the lunatic’s 
own declaration as to his place of birth or last legal settlement, although 
the 77th section of the Scotch Poor Law Act appears to require evidence on 
oath as the foundation of an order of removal, and that the Commissioners 
would feel obliged by being favoured with the views of the Board of 
Supervision on this case, as it appeared to the Commissioners that a great 
irregularity had occurred in removing a lunatic on his own declaration 
of facts. 

The Commissioners have received a communication from the Board of 
Supervision respecting this case, dated the 1 4th inst, in which it is stated 
that the Board, having inquired into the circumstances, see no reason to 
doubt that Michael Gallagher was born in Ireland, and that he was legally 
removable, but that it appears to them that the warrant for his removal 
was not granted in the manner contemplated by the statute, and that the 
legality of his removal maybe questioned upon that ground. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, 

Belfast Union. 



No. 22. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 2oth January, 1859. 

Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 24th inst. 
relating to the case of Michael Gallagher, removed from the parish of 
Earlston, near Edinburgh, to Belfast. 

Ordered That the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to require 

the authorities of Morningside Asylum or other to whose province it may 
belong, to relieve this Board of Guardians by the removal from this Work- 
house of Michael Gallagher, so improperly placed upon this Union; and 
that the Commissioners be further requested to take such measures as to 
them may seem right, so as to prevent such infractions of the law in 
future. 



No. 23. Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 

Supervision in Scotland. 



Sir, 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
January 31, 1859. 



Adverting to previous correspondence relating to the case of a man 
named Michael Gallagher, a lunatic, who was removed from the parish of 
Earlston, near Edinburgh, to Belfast, the Commissioners for administering 
the Laws for Belief of the Poor in Ireland transmit herewith, for the in- 
formation of the Board of Supervision for the Belief of the Poor in Scot- 
land, a copy of a resolution passed by the Board of Guardians of the 
Belfast Union, on the 25th inst., on the subject. 

The Commissioners desire at the same time to state, that they fear no 
means exist of relieving the Board of Guardians of Belfast Union from 
the charge in question ; but they submit that the practice of sending in- 
sane persons from Scotland to Ireland, upon their own evidence alone, is 
not justified by the provisions of the Poor Law Act for Scotland, inasmuch 
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as the information required to be taken on oath, from the chargeable 
person, previous to removal, cannot be effectually taken in any such case. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To W. S. Walker, Esq., Secretary, 

Board of Supervision for Relief 
of the Poor, Edinburgh. 



No. 24.-— Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
SiR, January 31, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland have had before them the resolution of the Board of 
Guardians of the Belfast Union on the 25th inst., in reference to the 
Commissioners’ letter of the 24th inst., relating to the case of a man 
named Michael Gallagher, a lunatic, who was removed from the parish 
of Earlston, near Edinburgh, to Belfast. The Guardians request that 
the Commissioners will require the authorities of Mornings! de Asylum, 
or other to whose province it may belong, to relieve the Union, by the 
removal from the Belfast Workhouse of Michael Gallagher; and they 
also request that the Commissioners will take such measures as to them 
may seem right, so as to prevent such infractions of the law in future. 

In reply, the Commissioners desire to state that there is no power of 
appealing against an illegal removal from Scotland. 

The Commissioners have, however, transmitted a copy of the Guardians’ 
resolution to the Board of Supervision for the Relief of the Poor in Scot- 
land ; and they will also transmit a copy of the whole correspondence for 
the information of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 



By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, 

Belfast Union. 



No. 25. — Letter from the Board of Supervision in Scotland 
to the Commissioners. 

Board of Supervision, Edinburgh, 
Sir, February 18, 1859. 

With reference to your communication of the 31st ultimo, regarding 
the removal of Michael Gallagher from the parish of Earlston to Ireland, 
I am directed to inform you, for the information of the Commissioners 
lor administering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, that the 
Board of Supervision are of opinion that the Court of Session could reduce 
a warrant illegally issued ; but whether the Poor Law Commissioners in 
Ireland have the means of prosecuting an action for that purpose must 
depend upon the terms of the statutes under which the Commissioners act. 



I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

W. S. Walker, Secretary. 

B. Banks, Esq., Poor Law Commission 
Office, Dublin. 



F 2 
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No. 26. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Supervision in Scotland. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
S, Ki February 22, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 18th 
inst., with thanks, relating to the removal of Michael Gallagher, a lunatic, 
from Scotland to Ireland. 

It is stated in your communication that the Board of Supervision are 
of opinion that the Court of Session could reduce a warrant illegally is- 
sued ; but whether the Poor Law Commissioners in Ireland have the 
means of prosecuting an action for that purpose, must depend upon the 
terms of the statutes under which they act ; and in reference thereto, the 
Commissioners request to be informed whether it would follow as a con- 
sequence of the order being reduced, that the person who has been con- 
veyed to Ireland, and has become chargeable to one df the Unions in that 
country, would be removed back to Scotland by the Poor Law authorities 
of Scotland. 

The Commissioners desire at the same time to state, that there is cer- 
tainly under the Irish Poor Law no power for the Guardians of a Union 
to remove a person under any circumstances. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To W. S. Walker, Esq., Secretary 
of the Board of Supervision for 
Relief of the Poor, Edinburgh. 



No. 27. Report from Mr. Robinson, Poor Law Inspector, to the 

Commissioners. 

Belfast, January 14, 1859. 

Gentlemen, 

The Board of Guardians of the Belfast Union having recently di- 
rected my attention to the removal of certain persons from Scotland to 
this country, I inquired into the circumstances of the cases referred to, 
and I beg to bring one of them under your notice. 

The person I allude to is Anne Buchan, who was admitted to the Bel- 
fast Workhouse on the 4th inst.; and you will observe from the sworn 
testimony of the Medical Officer of that establishment, that she is weak- 
minded, unable to take care of herself, and incapable of giving a comet 
and coherent account of her previous residence. 

I would not, under the circumstances, administer an oath to her, but 
she alleges that she is a native of the county of Roscommon ; and from 
her own statement it would not appear that she had effected a settlement 
in Edinburgh, ... . 

In the course of a short examination which I made, she contradicted 
herself several times, which evidently arose from want of intellect, and not 
from any desire to suppress the truth. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Henry Robinson. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 
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Minutes of Evidence enclosed in No. 27. 

James Seaton Reid, Esq., m.d., Medical Officer of the Belfast Work- 
house, having been duly sworn, states:— “ I have seen and examined Anne 
Buchan, recently removed from Scotland. I believe her to be -weak-minded, 
to be unable to take care of herself, and to be unable to give a coherent and 
correct account of her previous life and residence. She was in this state 
wlien she was admitted to this Workhouse. 

“ J. Seaton Reid, m.d." 

Sworn before me this 14th day of January, 1859. 

Henry Robinson, Poor Law Inspector. 

Order of Removal enclosed in No. 27. 

Order of Removal to Ireland. 

Council Chambers, Edinburgh, 
December 31, 1858. 

We, Janies Hill and James Gray, two of the Justices of the Peace of 
the city of Edinburgh, do hereby order and adjudge Anne Buchan, a native 
of the county Roscommon in Ireland, who has become, and is now actually 
chargeable to the parish of Edinburgh, to be removed and conveyed to 
Ireland, in pursuance of the provisions of an Act made and passed in the 
eighth and ninth years of the reign of Queen Victoria, intituled, “ An Act 
for the Amendment and better Administration of the Laws relating to the 
Relief of the Poor of Scotland,” — (4th August, 1845); and also of another 
Act, made and passed in the tenth and eleventh years of the reign of Her 
said Majesty, intituled, “An Act to Amend the Laws relating to the Re- 
moval of Poor Persons from England and Scotland,”— (21st June, 1647.) 

James Hill, j.p. 

James Gray, j.p. 



No. 28. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Super- 
vision in Scotland. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, January 18, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire to state, for the information of the Board of Supervision 
for Relief of the Poor in Scotland, that they have received a report from 
Mr. Robinson, Poor Law Inspector, respecting the case of a woman, 
named Anne Buchan, who was recently removed from Scotland to Ireland, 
and who was admitted to the Workhouse of Belfast Union on the 4th 
instant. 

It appears from the sworn testimony of the Medical Officer of the 
Workhouse, which was taken by Mr. Robinson, a copy of which is here- 
with enclosed, that this woman is weak-minded, unable to take care of 
herself, and incapable of giving a correct and coherent account of her pre- 
vious life and residence. 

Mr. Robinson states that, under the circumstances of this case, he did 
not administer an oath to the woman referred to, and that in the course 
of a short examination which he made, she contradicted herself several 
times, which evidently arose from want of intellect, and not from any desire 
to suppress the truth. 

In reference thereto the Commissioners desire to observe that it would 
appear that the removal in this case was made whilst the party was weak- 
minded, and that there is no evidence to show that she was medically ex- 
amined previously to her removal. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To W. S. Walker, Esq., 

Board of Supervision, Edinburgh. 
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No. 29 . — Letter from the Board of Supervision in Scotland to 
the Commissioners. 

Board of Supervision, Edinburgh, 
Sir, February 11 , 1859. 

I have laid before the Board of Supervision your letter of the 18th 
January, regarding the case of a woman, named Anne Buchan, who 
was removed from the parish of Edinburgh to Ireland, under a war- 
rant from two of the Justices of the Peace for the city of Edinburgh, and 
I am to state, for the information of the Commissioners, that, having in- 
quired into the circumstances, the Board have seen no reason to doubt 
that Anne Buchan was born in Ireland, and that she. was legally remov- 
able; but it appears to them that the warrant for her removal was not 
granted in the manner contemplated by the statute, and that the legality 
of her removal may be questioned upon that ground. 

The attention of the Clerk to the Justices has been directed to the 
terms of the statute, which requires evidence, on oath, and which do not 
appear to have been adverted to by the Justices. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

W. S. Walker, Secretary. 

B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 



No. 30. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, February 14, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland desire to state, for the information of the Board of Guardians 
of the Belfast Union, that they recently received from Mr. Robinson, Poor 
Law Inspector, a report relating to the removal, from Scotland to Ireland, 
of a woman, named Anne Buchan, who was admitted to the Belfast Work- 
house on the 4th ultimo, and who is described by Mr. Robinson as being 
a person of weak intellect, unable to take care of herself, and incapable of 
giving a correct and coherent account of her previous life and residence; 
and under these circumstances Mr. Robinson states that he did not ad- 
minister an oath to her. 

In consequence of this report the Commissioners addressed a letter, 
dated the 18th ultimo, to the Board of Supervision for the Relief of the 
Poor in Scotland, calling attention to the fact that the removal in this 
case would appear to have been made whilst the person referred to was 
weak-minded, and stating that there was no evidence to show that she was 
medically examined previously to her removal; and the Commissioners 
have received a reply from the Board of Supervision, dated the 1 1th instant, 
in which it is stated that, having inquired into the circumstances of this 
case, they have seen no reason to doubt that Anne Buchan was born in 
Ireland, and that she was legally removable ; but that it appears to them 
that the warrant for her removal was not granted in the manner contem- 
plated by the Statute, and that the legality of her removal may be ques- 
tioned on that ground. 

It is further stated by the Board of Supervision that the attention of 
the Clerk to the Justices has been directed to the terms of the statute, 
which requires evidence, on oath, and which do not appear to have been 
adverted to by the Justices. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of the Guardians, Belfast Union. 
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No. 31. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Under Secretary 
of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sib, March 12, 1859. 

Adverting to previous correspondence relating to the removal of 
poor persons from Scotland to L-eland, the Commissioners for administer- 
iiio- the Laws for Relief of the Poor in L’eland transmit to you herewith, 
for the information of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, a copy of cor- 
respondence which' has recently taken place between the Board of Super- 
vision for the Relief of the Poor in Scotland and the Commissioners, and 
the Board of Guardians of the Belfast Union, relating to the removal from 
Scotland to Ireland of two persons, named Michael Gallagher and Anne 
Buchan, respectively. 

The Commissioners desire to state that they forward this correspond- 
ence because the law, under which these removals have been effected, 
appears to them to be in a very unsatisfactory state. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To Colonel Larcom, r.e., &c., 

Dublin Castle. 



VII. — Correspondence with the Eight Eev. Bishop Keane, 
od the subject of the Boman Catholic Chaplaincy of the 
Workhouse of Youghal Union. 

No. 1. Letter from the Commissioners to the Right Rev. 

Bishop Keane. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Right Rev. Sir, October 21, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland desire to inform you that the Rev. John Tuohig, having 
resigned his office of Roman Catholic Chaplain of the Youghal Workhouse, 
they have made a tender of the office, at a salary of £60 per annum, the 
amount fixed in October, 1855, and at which the clergymen who have 
held the office since that period have been paid, to the Rev. Mr. Murphy, 
the priest of the parish in which the Workhouse is situate, and to his 
curates, the Rev. Mr. Murray and the Rev. Mr. Leader, by all of whom 
it has been declined on the ground that their parochial duties were of such 
a nature as to preclude the possibility of their undertaking it. 

The Commissioners much regret the unwillingness of the parochial 
clergy to accept the office, inasmuch as a preference is expressly given to 
them by the 48th sect, of the Irish Poor Relief Act, and they request that 
you will have the goodness to assist them in procuring for the Youghal 
Workhouse the services of a Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

As the Rev. Mr. Tuohig considered the salary of £60 .as not affording 
him a sufficient remuneration, the Commissioners desire to inform you that 
the salary was originally fixed at £50 per annum, at which amount it re- 
mained until the 25th of January, 1851, when, owing to the necessity for 
a second Mass on Sundays and holidays at one of the Auxiliary Work- 
houses, the number of paupers at that time in receipt of indoor relief in 
the Union being nearly 1,700, the salary was increased to £70 per annum, 
on the express condition that the Chaplain should provide such second Mass. 
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The necessity for the second Mass having subsequently ceased the Com- 
missioners felt called upon, in the month of October, 1855, when the num- 
ber of paupers had diminished to 580 (about one- third of the number that 
were in the Workhouse at the time the Chaplain’s salary was fixed at£7o 
per annum), to. place the salary upon the same footing as the salaries of 
Roman Catholic . Chaplains of other Workhouses containing about the 
same number of inmates as that of Youghal Union, and where only one 
Mass was celebrated on Sundays and holidays. 

The Commissioners accordingly fixed the salary at £60 per annum 
being^£10 above its original amount, and since that period the number in 
the Workhouse has been still further diminished to the extent of upwards 
of one-half, the number of inmates at present being about 250. 



To the Right Rev. 



Rv Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Bishop Keane, Fermoy. 



No. 2 . — Letter from Bishop Keane to the Commissioners. 

® IR ’ Fermoy, October 29, 1858. 

When your letter, No. 22,766, dated the 21st instant, having reference 
to the Chaplaincy of the Youghal Workhouse, arrived here, I was absent 
from home, and thereby prevented from sending an earlier reply. 

The Commissioners ask me to assist them in procuring for the Work- 
house in question the services of a Roman Catholic Chaplain. I am will- 
ing to do so when informed by them that a sufficient provision is to be made 
for his support. The clergymen already in the parish have too much work 
to be able to undertake the Chaplaincy ; they can have nothing to do 
either with the duty or with the salary. Hence another clergyman must 
be sent there, who, whether the duty be light or heavy, must have adequate, 
means of living. 

.Cases of exclusive Chaplaincies like the present deserve the serious con- 
sideration of the Commissioners. They are aware that the inmates of the 
Mitchelstown Workhouse were for a long time deprived of the consola- 
tions of religion. Since the appointment of a Chaplain for that house I 
am paying to him out of my own pocket as much as with the insufficient 
salary of fifty pounds, allowed by the Board, exceeds the sum of sixty pounds. 
-Lhe Commissioners cannot consider this to be a fair arrangement, nor can 
they expect it to be adopted in the case of Youghal. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 



To B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, 
Poor Law Board, Dublin. 



William Keane. 



No. 3. — Letter from the Commissioners to Bishop Keane. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Right Rev. Sir, December 2, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th of 
October last, in which, in reply to their letter of the 2 1st October, you 
express, your willingness to assist them in procuring a Roman Catholic 
Chaplain for the Youghal Workhouse on being informed that a sufficient 
provision has been made for the support of the clergyman who may be ap- 
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pointed to that office : the parochial clergy being too much occupied to 
admit of their undertaking the duties thereof. 

In reference thereto the Commissioners desire to state that they cannot 
assent to the principle of obtaining from the poor-rate a sufficient endow- 
ment for a separate clergyman — a principle on which various demands 
have from time to time been founded, sometimes the amount demanded 
being as low as £50, and at other times as high as £80 per annum — the 
Commissioners’ rule being not to estimate the amount that may be re- 
quired for the maintenance of a separate Chaplain, but to fix the salary 
in reference as nearly as possible to the extent of duties to be performed. 

The Commissioners must, in this instance, consider that £60 per annum 
affords adequate remuneration for the Roman Catholic Chaplain’s services, 
and must, therefore, decline to increase it. 

The Commissioners, at the same time, desire to observe that the pro- 
posed salary fully equals the average of salaries allowed to the Roman 
Catholic Chaplains of other Workhouses classed with that of Youghal, as 
well as the amount allowed in some other cases in which the clergymen 
who hold the office are not connected with the parish. It also exceeds 
by £10 per annum the amount named by the Roman Catholic prelates 
assembled in Dublin in the year 1841 as the salary that should be allowed 
to Roman Catholic Chaplains of Workhouses containing no greater number 
of Roman Catholic inmates than 500. 

The Commissioners regret that, by an inadvertence, an earlier answer 
has not been sent to your letter. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

To the Right Rev. Bishop Keane, B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Fermoy. 



No. 4 . — Letter from Bishop Keane to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Queenstown, December 9, 1858. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of a letter, addressed to Fermoy, 
from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 2nd instant (No. 25,945), 
in reply to mine of the 29th of October, on the Chaplaincy of the Youghal 
Workhouse. 

In reference thereto I have again to request the serious consideration of 
the Commissioners to the question at issue in the cases of exclusive Chap- 
laincies, in which the parochial clergy cannot undertake the duty, and in 
which they are not, in any shape or form, to have a share of the salary. 
In such cases the arguments urged by the Commissioners can have no 
force. 

They say that their rule is, not to estimate the amount that may be 
required for the maintenance of a separate Chaplain, but to fix the salary 
in reference as nearly as possible to the extent of duties to be performed ; 
and they add, that between the Board and the Catholic Prelates assembled 
in Dublin in 1841 there was an understanding about an allowance of £50 
a-year. 

Generally speaking the parochial clergy can undertake the duties of the 
Chaplaincy. Let it for the moment be supposed that in such cases the 
observations of the Commissioners may have weight, it remains still to be 
asked — how they can be made applicable to the cases which the Youghal 
and Mitchelstown Workhouses present ? I feel obliged to say that this 
is a question which, in all their correspondence on these two Unions, the 
Commissioners have not fairly met. 

It is useless to suppose that, however light the duty may be, a clergyman 
<*an, by any rule made in Dublin, be enabled to live for less than what his 
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support indispensably requires. The Commissioners are already aware 
that from the day of his appointment — nearly twelve months ago— I am 
paying, out of my own revenue, an addition to the insufficient salary 
allowed the Mitchelstown Chaplain. They cannot expect that a course 
the hardship of which is felt, will be again followed in the Youghal Union’ 
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

„ „ . _ * William Keane. 

B. Banks, Esq., Secretary, 

Poor Law Board, Dublin. 



No. 5 . — Letter from the Commissioners to Bishop Keane. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
Right Rev. Sir, December 18, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant on the 
subject of the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy of the Youghal Workhouse 
and they desire to express their regret that a salary of £60 per annum’ 
which, for a Workhouse circumstanced like that of Youghal, appeal’s to the 
Commissioners a reasonable amount, cannot procure the services of a 
Chaplain for the Roman Catholic inmates, either by the addition of 
another curate, to the number of the parochial clergy, or by some other 
means. 

The Commissioners have given then’ best attention to the observations 
in your letter, but, on the grounds already stated to you, they decline to 
increase the amount at which the salary has been fixed. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Right Rev. Bishop Keane, 

Queenstown. 



No. 6. — Letter from Bishop Keane to the Commissioners. 
Sir, Queenstown, January 7, 1859. 

The letter of the Commissioners of the 18th ultimo reached me in 
due time. Immediately on its receipt I was obliged to leave for different 
parts of the diocese, where pressing duty has hitherto prevented me from 
acknowledging it. In replying to it now I am induced to refer as well to 
the arguments urged by the Commissioners in their former communica- 
tions, as to the suggestions offered by them in their last on the mode of 
providing a sufficient salary for the Catholic Chaplain of the Youghal 
Workhouse. While thus taking in the whole case at one view, I feel that 
I am under the obligation of doing what I can to secure the consolations 
of religion for the inmates ; and, therefore, if the Commissioners think that 
their arguments or their suggestions are either misunderstood or deprived 
of their full force, or that my replies are either obscure or inconclusive, I 
have to request that they -will point out where the defect lies. 

First, as to the arguments. The rule, made by the Commissioners and 
so often quoted, which fixes the sum of £50 for the Catholic Chaplain of 
the Mitchelstown Workhouse, and £60 for the Chaplain of the Youghal 
Workhouse, can, it is clear, command respect only in proportion to the 
weight of the reasons on which it is founded. In the whole of the corres- 
pondence on those two Unions only two reasons have been assigned, to 
wit — 1st, a supposed understanding with the bishops assembled in Dublin 
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in 1841, limiting the salary for houses of about 500 inmates to £50 ; and, 
•>nd the lightness of the duty to be assumed by the Chaplain in Work- 
houses like those in question. 

The understanding with the bishops I am unwilling to admit or to 
deny ; but assuming for the moment that such an understanding was come 
to X may be allowed to ask the Commissioners — 1st, whether, since that 
time the Workhouses have not been made common centres for all the 
contagious diseases of the Union, the dangerous duty of exposure to which 
must, in the case of every patient, be encountered by the Chaplain ; and 
whether there is not such a rise in the pi-ice of all the necessaries of life that 
housekeeping expenses could as easily be met seventeen years ago by £50 
as they can now be met by £00 V 2nd, I may be allowed to ask them, 
whether they do not give, and -with the full conviction that they are dis- 
charging a duty, £60, or more than £60, a-year to Workhouses having 
only as many, or yet fewer, inmates than Workhouses to which, at the 
beginning, they gave but £50, thus admitting that the figure “£50” 
cannot, at the present period of Poor Law administration, be maintained? 
3 rd, I may be allowed to ask, whether the bishops or Commissioners could 
have contemplated the application of such a standard, be the sum £50 
or £60, to cases of exclusive Chaplaincies like those of Youghal and 
Mitchelstown ? I hope to be able to show they could not. Before doing 
so, however, I must advert to the argument founded on the lightness of 
the duty to be performed. 

Duty may become so light that the question of entirely dispensing with 
the services of a Chaplain may, under certain circumstances, be raised ; 
but, clearly, when the duty is such as to require a Chaplain, the support 
of such an officer must be provided for, and no rule made in Dublin will 
enable him to live for less than his wants indispensably require. 

Secondly; the suggestions made by the Commissioners in their last 
letter clearly imply that they do not think the sum of £50 or £60 to be 
sufficient for the support of a clergyman ; for, in reply to the question put 
by me— “ Whence is to be derived the difference indispensably neces- 
sary?” they say — “From the appointment of another curate, or from 

some other means.” 

With reference to the appointment of another curate, probably a sup- 
posed parallel case may best show the injustice, apart from the impossi- 
bility, of such a course. Canon law gives to parish priests the security 
•which the law of the land gives to the judges of Her Majesty’s courts, 
while curates hold, in some measure, the position of officers appointed 
under, and removable at the will of, the Government. _ When the judges 
or a board of officers, charged with the administration of any law, are 
performing their duties to the satisfaction of all concerned — when they are 
so occupied that they cannot assume additional duties, even under a pro- 
mise of increased pay — what, under these circumstances, would be thought 
of a proposal, coming from any other quarter — say from a spiritual autho- 
rity — saying: “Gentlemen, you are doing your duty in a most efficient 
manner; you are so occupied that you want neither increased work nor 
increased salary ; but, even so, a new office is to be created within your 
department ; and the authority which creates it being unwilling to allow 
a merely sufficient salary for the officer to be appointed to it, expects that 
you will each deduct a something from your own salaries in order to make 
a decent provision for him?” 

This is precisely what the suggestion ol the Commissioners, regarding 
the appointment of another curate, proposes in the cases of Youghal and 
Mitchelstown. In these two parishes the clergymen are distinguished for 
learning, zeal, and efficiency ; they are equal to every parochial duty, and 
they are discharging that duty in the most exemplary manner ; they have 
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so much work that they can have nothing to do with the duties' or wit], 
the salary of a Workhouse Chaplain ; and yet the Commissioners say to 
them— • Gentlemen, we are, without consulting you, or without referem* 
to your wishes, about to erect a Workhouse in your parish, to which flip 
poverty and the sickness of the Union are to he brought ; we are bound tn 
have a Chaplain to attend the inmates; and as you can accept neither the 
office nor the salary, another clergyman will be appointed, but without a 
sufficient provision for his support, and your incomes are to be taxed tn 
make up the required addition.” 

A residence since 1841 in different parishes having Workhouses has 
brought before me various cases connected with Poor Law administration' 
i am, therefore, aware that in some parishes the erection of a Workhouse 
either, in the first instance, suggested, or, at least, rendered permanent 
the appointment of an additional curate, the parish priest and curato 
beni| induced by increasing parochial duty to accept the assistance of 
another clergyman. These, and these alone, must have been the eases 
contemplated in the supposed understanding with the bishops in 1841 
On the other hand, the Commissioners have, in the case of exclusive 
Chaplaincies, made a sufficient provision for the support of the Chanlain 
without any reference whatever to the parochial clergy, when the latter 
could have nothing to do with either the office, or the salary. Why not 
apply this rule to the Mitchelstown and Tonghal Unions? or, why force 
on the deserving clergy of these parishes the obligation of contributing 
any portion whatever of the income they derive from the discharge of 
duties to which they are quite equal, and which they are performing in a 
manner satisfactory to their superiors and to their parishioners, when they 
say— VV e had nothing to do with the erection of a Workhouse in our 
parish ; we cannot accept its Chaplaincy ; we do not want its salary ; all 
we desire is to be let alone.” The Commissioners may be quite assured ’ 
that neither does canon law nor the spirit of fair play giye to bishops the 
power ot inflicting such an injustice on the parochial clergy. 

from the alternative suggested by the Commissioners'Tt appears that 
they do not believe this expedient of appointing an additional curate to 
be applicable to all cases, for they add the words, “ or some other means.” 

. , 1S not ea 7 t0 de fi no wh at these general words, “ some other means," 

imply, as understood by the Commissioners. The state of the Irish 
missions precludes any other meaning except this— that the Workhouse 
Chaplain may get assistance from doing the additional duty of a convent 
Chaplaincy, or else from the gratuitous bounty of strangers. It is, there- 
fore, right that the Commissioners should understand the position of the 
parochial .clergy with regard to convents. 

In the great majority of cases the clergy receive no remuneration what- 
ever from the conventual institutions in their parishes, being quite satisfied 
with the immense benefits conferred on their parishioners by the untiring 
labours of the nuns m promoting religious, literary, and industrial educa- 
tion. borne few, either from the dowries of deceased members, or from 
charitable donations, may be able to pay a small salary, which, however, 
when the parochial clergy discharge the duty, becomes a part of their 
parochial revenue, and can no more be interfered with than what they 
derive ^ from any other source. Others, still fewer, have a Chaplain 
exclusively for themselves. 

Of this last class there are only two in the diocese of Cloyne, Toughal 
and another, which, being neither Mitchelstown nor Tonghal, need not be 
further no(ice.d ; and m these two places, limited as are the pecuniary 
resources of the communities, and light as is the duty, a far more liberal 
provision is made for the Chaplains than the £60 proposed by the 
commissioners. In I oughal the Convent Chaplain has a second mass to 
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say on Sundays and holidays at an asylum, which is, in some measure, 
supported by the community ; and the Commissioners arc aware that this 
circumstance alone prevents the possibility of uniting the Convent and 
Workhouse Chaplaincies. 

There remains, therefore, only one way of meeting the difficulty, and 
that is, the way adopted in Mitchelstown, where the inmates of the 
Workhouse were, for more than twelve months, deprived of the services 
of a Chaplain — to which, however, the law gives them a right — and 
where the Commissioners already know that to procure the consolations 
of religion for the poor, I am. for the last twelve months, paying out of 
m y own pocket, a supplemental salary in addition to the £50 the Chaplain 
receives from the Union. 

But is such a proceeding as this consistent with the dignified adminis- 
tration of the law ? Is it respectful to the ratepayers of a large, and 
respectable, and independent Union ? Or, can it be gratifying to them to 
learn that, if no stranger come forward to volunteer gratuitous relief, 
their poor cannot enjoy the religious consolations they so highly prize ? 

If in this letter the Commissioners notice either omission, or mistake, or 
obscurity, they are requested to say where it lies. 

I have only to add, that in the Youghal case I cannot undertake to pay 
attain out of my own revenue ; and that as soon as the Commissioners 
make a provision merely sufficient for the support of a Chaplain, I will 
send a clergyman to undertake the duties. The power of doing so is 
vested in them by the law which they are appointed to administer ; and 
if they decline to exercise that power, they cannot decline the responsi- 
bility thereby incurred. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

William Keane. 

B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, 

Poor Law Office, Dublin. 



Ko. 7 . — Letter from the Commissioners to Bishop Keane. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Right Rev. Sir, January 22, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the t th instant, 
relating to the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy of Youghal Union, for which 
the Commissioners have fixed a salary of £60 per annum, stating that as 
soon as the Commissioners make a provision merely sufficient for the 
support of a Chaplain you will send a clergyman to undertake the duties. 

In this letter you describe the Roman Catholic Chaplaincies of Youghal 
and Mitchelstown Workhouses as “ exclusive Chaplaincies,' or, in other 
words, Chaplaincies for which it is assumed to be necessary that a separate 
clergyman must be appointed — exclusively engaged for that duty alone. 

It must be borne in mind, however, that these exclusive Chaplaincies 
do not exist by the desire of the Commissioners, but in direct opposition 
to their views, and have been created by a process which it is not in the 
power of the Commissioners to control, and which may be applied with 
equal facility to every Union in Ireland. 

An exclusive Chaplaincy may be created in either of the following 
modes The parochial clergy can, of themselves, with the approval of 
the Bishop, decline the Chaplaincy of a Union Workhouse situate in 
their parish ; or, when apparently willing to accept it, can be prevented 
from doing so by the Bishop ; and, in either case, the necessity is made to 
arise for an exclusive Chaplain. 
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The demand, therefore, of a stipend, which in all such cases should I, 
adequate to the support of a separate clergyman, would, if complied wit! 
by the Commissioners, at once constitute an endowment of Roman Catholi 
clergymen at the expense of the poor-rates to an extent which it would b! 
entirely out of the power of the Commissioners to control. 

The extent to which such a system might possibly proceed may be 
inferred from the fact that the number of inmates in Mitchelstown Work 
house— for which an exclusive Chaplaincy has thus been created—was' 
on the 1st January, 1859, only 197 — a less number than that contained fit 
the same date in more than half the Workhouses in Ireland. 

The Commissioners are acting under an impression that such a system 
of endowment as that above referred to was not contemplated by the 
Legislature in framing the Roor Laws for Ireland, inasmuch as the Com- 
missioners are expressly required by the 48tli section of 1 and 2 Vic c" 
56, to give a preference, in appointing Roman Catholic Chaplains ’ to 
some Roman Catholic clergyman acting as such in the parish within which 
tlie Workhouse is situate. 

Twenty years’ experience of the working of the Act has shown the 
propriety and wisdom of that provision ; but if it were not so, the Com- 
missioners would be constrained to carry it out hi its letter and its spirit 
so long as it remained the law of the land ; but it is the fact that no 
alteration of that state of the law has ever been proposed to Parliament 
from any quarter. 

No doubt it was perceived by the framers of the statute that where the 
duties of the Chaplaincy were undertaken by the parochial cleroy, the 
best guarantee would exist for the due performance of the duties, and 
that,, at the same time, the stipend payable from the poor-rates, whatever 
it might be, would be turned to the best account as a compensation for 
the duty. Probably it occurred, also, that the Workhouse of the Union 
would, in most eases, be situate in or near the most populous part of it, 
and that thus the ministry of their own parochial clergymen would con- 
tinue to be enjoyed by a large part of the poor inmates of the Workhouse, 
while the labours of the parochial clergy, as to the most indigent part of 
their poor parishioners, would be considerably lightened by their bebw 
congregated in one place instead of being scattered through a large tract 
of country. 

For example, the population of the parish ofYoughal, in which the 
Workhouse stands, is 13,895, that of the whole Union being 32,585 ; but, 
in the course of an inquiry made not very long since it appeared that two- 
thirds of the pauperism in Youghal Union proceeded from the liberties of 
Youghal, which are wholly within that parish ; and the latest return shows 
that the inmates of the two Flectoral Divisions comprised within the parish 
are very litt.le below the same proportion. 

It is under such circumstances that the parochial clergy of Youghal 
have declined the -Chaplaincy of the Workhouse, the salary fixed for it 
being £60 per annum, and the total number of inmates being at present 
355 ; and, consequent on such refusal, you propose to establish a claim 
for a salary sufficient to maintain a clergyman exclusively devoted to the 
duty. 

You state that you are unwilling to admit or deny that an understanding 
was come to, regarding Roman Catholic Chaplains, in 1841, with the 
Roman Catholic Bishops. That the following letter, however, was 
addressed to Mri Nicholls on the 12th November, 1841, is a fact which is 
beyond all question : — 
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‘■Letter from Dr. Crolly, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Armagh, 
oil behalf of a Meeting of Prelates, to the Poor Law Commissioners. 

“ Marlborough Presbytery, 

(( g IE “November 12, 1841. 

u xhe Roman Catholic prelates now assembled in Dublin, being impressed 
with the conviction that some uniform plan as to the appointment and salary 
f the Chaplains to Poorhouses would contribute much to promote harmony 
-md prevent dissension in the different localities where the Workhouses are 
situate, beg leave respectfully to submit the following points to the Commis- 
sioners’ for their approval 

“ 1 st That, as the bishops, in recommending Chaplains, will, in most 
instances select the pastors of the parish in which the Workhouses are 
situated 'such pastors be permitted to associate with them their own curates 
in the discharge of the various duties which will devolve on the Chaplain. 

“ ondly. Tlpese duties are so numerous, so important, and so very onerous, 
that'in most parishes where Workhouses are, an additional clergyman will 
be absolutely necessary. The inmates of a Poorhouse will be a constantly 
moving population ; they consist generally of the most ignorant and neglected 
classes of society ; the instruction of those of every age ; the attention to the 
schools, both male and female ; the daily and often hourly attendance on the 
sick the dying, and the dead ; the arduous duties of the confessional, and the 
necessity of mass on Sundays and festivals of obligation, render it generally 
impossible for the Chaplain to devote any portion of his time or attention to 
the discharge of parochial duties. The prelates, therefore, respectfully 
submit that £50 should be the minimum salary of a Roman Catholic Chap- 
lain to a Workhouse, and that this sum should be increased in consideration 
of increased duties and labour whenever the Roman Catholic inmates exceed 

°°“ Srdly That a proper recess (to be shut up except at the time of Divine 
Service, and at the hours of confession) be provided in the different Work. 

« i n proposing this arrangement, the Roman Catholic prelates feel they 
ask nothing but what the decent maintenance of the Chaplain, and a just 
remuneration for very arduous duties, as well as a due regard to the spiritual 
interests of the inmates, strictly require. 

“ Signed on behalf of the meeting, 

“ W. Crolly, Chairman. 

“ To George Nicholls, Esq., 

“ &c., &c.” 

As to a supposed change of circumstances since 1841, the date of the 
letter above quoted, the Commissioners are not aware of any such differ- 
ence between the prices of food and clothing in the year 1841 and those 
of the year 1859 as will support your proposition, that £60 is not now 
an equivalent to £50 at the time when the Roman Catholic prelates pro- 
posed the latter sum for the Roman Catholic Chaplaincies as a general 
rule, on the express ground that an additional curate would, in most cases, 
be pecessary. 

The fact that Fever Hospitals have, since that time, been established 
in connexion with most of the TV orkhouses, as is the case in TTouglial 
Union, is referred to as causing additional danger to the life of the clergy- 
men attending the patients in Hospital. 

On the other hand, the Commissioners confidently submit, that, so far 
as this portion of the duty of the parochial clergy is attended with danger, 
which, no doubt, is the case, to some extent, that danger is greatly 
diminished by Fever Hospitals having been annexed to the Workhouses, 
and by the security thus afforded against the spread of contagious disease ; 
while, in reference to the individual patients attended, the clergyman is 
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certainly in far less danger of contracting fever from his attendance on 
them in the fever wards of an Hospital, than from his attendance on fever 
patients in the cabins of the peasantry. r 

Ton suggest, as a general rule of action, in regard to Roman Catholic 
Chaplaincies in Ireland, the following course:— 

“ T ^ e dut T ma 7 become so 6ght that the question of entirely dispens- 
ing with the services of a Chaplain may, under certain circumstances be 
raised ; but, clearly, when the duty is such as to require a Chaplain ’the 
support of such an officer must be provided for." 

The Commissioners quote the above passage from your letter in order 
to show the tendency of that general view, in accordance with which 
exclusive Chaplaincies have been contended for atYoughal and Mitchels- 
town, and for the purpose, at the same time, of recording their entire 
dissent from your proposition. 

The principle, in fact, on which the Commissioners are proceeding and 
intend to proceed, is the reverse of that which you propose for their 
guidance. In accordance with the provisions of the Poor Law Act the 
Commissioners take order for the performance of Divine" Sendee accord- 
ing to Roman Catholic persuasion by the appointment of a Roman Catho- 
lic Chaplain to every Workhouse in which there are Roman Catholic 
inmates. 

As the number of such inmates differs in different W orkhouses, ranging 
in fact, from 20 to 2,000, the salary of Roman Catholic Chaplains is fixed 
in due proportion to the number, and is neither regulated nor limited by 
the consideration of what is sufficient maintenance for a Roman Catholic 
clergyman ; the assumption being, that in all cases the Chaplaincy is the 
privilege of the parochial clergy, if they are willing and are permitted to 
accept it. 

. This rule appears to the Commissioners to adapt itself to every descrip- 
tion of case : firstly, where the duties are so light as to add little to the 
ordinary duty of the parochial clergy ; secondly, where they are such as 
to require an additional curate ; and lastly, where the duties are more than 
one clergyman could discharge unassisted, which has sometimes been the 
case. 

This rule has the further advantage of rendering it unnecessary for the 
Commissioners to take into their consideration peculiar circumstances 
connected with the ecclesiastical arrangements in the parish, with which 
it is manifestly inconvenient that they should concern themselves, having 
no responsibility in that, regard. 

Finally, this rule of fixing the salary in reference to the extent of the 
duty, and in reference to no other consideration, is equally adopted by the 
Commissioners in the case of the Protestant, as of the Roman Catholic 
Chaplaincies, and has never been the subject of remonstrance either from 
Protestant clergymen or Protestant bishops, nor has it ever led to such a 
proposition as that of exclusive Chaplaincies for the Protestant inmates. 

To this rule it is the intention of the Commissioners to adhere; and 
they trust that, having been thus placed in possession of the general views 
which the Commissioners have felt themselves constrained to adopt, you 
will.no longer consider that they have applied' those views in an illiberal 
spirit to the cases of either Mitchelstown or Youghal ; and that, in the 
hitter case, you will use your influence with the parochial clergy of 
Youghal parish in favour of their acceptance of the duties of the Chap- 
laincy at the proposed amount of salary, viz., ,£60 per annum. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

To the Right Rev. Bishop Keane, B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Queenstown. 
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No. 8 . — Letter from Bishop Keane to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Fermoy, January 26, 1859.. 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of the 22nd 
instant, which the Commissioners, in reply to mine of the 7th, addressed 
to Queenstown, and which, re-sent thence, reached me here in Fermoy. 

I am glad that the Commissioners have entered upon explanations, have 
given their reasons, and have stated clearly and distinctly their objections 
to my proposal, because I believe that by the frank and free discussion of 
the subject the spiritual interests of the poor will be greatly served. In 
replying to it now I intend to take their observations seriatim , though not 
strictly in the order in which they present themselves in the letter, request- 
ing, however, that I may be reminded of any omission. 

The allusion to the Protestant bishops and clergy leads to contrasts 
which it would be as well to avoid. In many parishes the Protestant 
rectors derive four or five times as large, perhaps even a larger, income 
than do the parish priests and curates from the territory which constitutes 
the Catholic parish of the latter ; the Protestant rectors have, in some 
parishes, nothing whatsoever to do beyond receiving their income ; and in 
all cases their duty, when compared to that of the Catholic priests, is very 
light; and they can, as they please, undertake to give service as often as 
time will permit on all the Sundays of the year. It is not so with the Catholic 
clergy, whose duties are numerous and heavy, and who, only with the sanc- 
tion of the Holy See given through the bishop, and never, unless under 
exceptional circumstances, can undertake to say two masses on a Sunday 
or Holiday of obligation, one mass being throughout the whole Catholic 
world the strict rule. 

If the Commissioners can cite a single instance of a Protestant rector so 
overwhelmed with parochial duty that he is obliged to pay, out of his own 
income, two curates, with whose aid he can fully and satisfactorily come at 
every thing he is bound to do, and who, when asked by his bishop to take 
another curate, gives the clearest and most convincing reasons to show why 
he ought not to sacrifice yearly forty or fifty pounds ; and a case, finally, in 
which the Protestant bishop steps in and says, “well, under these circum- 
stances, I see clearly that it would be a hardship to insist on what I have 
no title to require; but rather than that the poor should be deprived 
of spiritual consolation, I will contribute, out of my own income, to the 
support of the Workhouse Chaplain, whom you are iustified in refusing to 
receive as a curate.” 

Has such a case occurred in any of the Protestant Chaplaincies with 
which the Commissioners have had to deal ? When it may, the Commis- 
sioners will be in a better position to form comparative judgments between 
the Catholic and Protestant clergy. 

I have to thank the Commissioners for the copy of Dr. Crolly’s letter, 
in 1841, which, however, does not affect in any way my reasoning about 
the fifty pound standard, inasmuch as, though I had never seen the letter 
before, I assumed the figure “ fifty” so frequently mentioned in their several 
communications. 

The Commissioners are requested to refer again to my remarks about 
sixty being now an equivalent for fifty in ’41 ; and they will see that by 
then* manner of quoting what I said, they change altogether the meaning. 
In that part of the letter I had in view the Mitchelstown case, which, 
instead of being weakened, is made still stronger by the correspondence 
with Dr. Crolly. For, in his Grace’s letter, the sum fifty is laid down as 
the minimum salary at a time when the Chaplains attending fever patients 
had all the advantages of the superior accommodation of Workhouses as 
contrasted with the peasants’ cabins, referred to by the Commissioners; 
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but before Workhouses were made common centres for all the fever cases 
of the Union, and before the increased cost of housekeeping “could as 
easily be met seventeen years ago by fifty, as it can now be met by sixty 
pounds,” and before the Commissioners gave sixty to houses having as 
few or fewer inmates than houses to which at the beginning they gave only 
fifty. Why, then, if fifty in ’41 was to be the minimum salary, as accepted 
by the Commissioners, and if, for the various reasons just mentioned, sixty 
now is only an equivalent for fifty then (I did not say that “it is not an 
equivalent,” as I am made to say in their last letter), why propose for 
Mitchelstown only fifty, and leave the inmates for more than twelve months 
without the consolations of religion? 

Again, for the purpose of further explanation, I repeat my proposition 
regarding the necessity of providing for the support of a Chaplain incases 
where his services cannot be dispensed with. Clearly, he must be sup- 
ported, and the only question that can be raised is, “ Whence are the 
means to be supplied?” 

The history of nearly twenty years’ experience will give the answer. In 
many cases the parochial clergy undertook the duties without being obliged 
to call in an additional clergyman; in other cases the parochial clergy, 
when accepting the Chaplaincy, had to procure the services of another 
curate ; for whose support they had to contribute from their own revenues; 
and, finally, it sometimes has happened that the parochial clergy being 
unable to assume the charge, the Commissioners provided for the support 
of the Chaplain solely out of the resources at their command — that is, out 
of the poor-rates. 

Of the Chaplaincies not requiring an additional curate no more need be 
said. For the due appreciation of the cases where an additional curate was 
accepted, it is necessary to refer to the date of Dr. Crolly’s letter. When 
it was written in ’41, the country was prospering, the population multiply- 
ing, duty increasing, and the revenue of the Catholic clergy increasing in 
proportion; so that, in many instances, even without a Workhouse, the 
services of another priest would have become indispensable. 

Since then came the famine and all its terrible consequences. The 
Commissioners would be surprised at the difficulties which, to my personal 
knowledge, many of the Catholic clergy had to contend with. Few places 
suffered as much as Youghal, and Mitchelstown was almost equally 
afflicted. 

In the best of times a parish priest and two curates were, in both 
parishes, equal to the whole duty, which the same number of clergymen 
are now, with a diminished population, efficiently discharging. No doubt, 
like other parts of the country, Youghal and Mitchelstown have greatly 
recovered; but it will require a long time to restore to Youghal the lost 
prosperity of past years. In June, 1857, I came to this diocese. Shortly 
after my arrival I communicated to the parish priests of both places, in 
writing to Youghal, and orally to Mitchelstown, my views regarding the 
Chaplaincies, and long before I had the slightest notion that I should have 
to open a long correspondence with the Commissioners. 

From the first introduction of the Poor Law I have been always of 
opinion that, for the reasons alluded to by Dr. Crolly, as well as for other 
reasons. suggested by experience, the parish priest should be the “named” 
Chaplain. But, when on signifying this opinion to the parish priests, I 
received the following answer: — “ AYe had nothing to do with the erection 
of a AVorkhouse in our parishes; we are now with a diminished population, 
and consequently a diminished revenue, doing every duty : we cannot afford 
to lose forty or fifty pounds by taking another curate, whose services we 
do not want; and if the bishop and the Commissioners require a Chaplain, 
let them pay him out of their own pockets, but not out of ours ; all we ask is 
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to be let alone.” What reply can be made? The Commissioners ought 
to be aware that the bishop lias no right to insist, under such circum- 
stances, on forcing another curate on the parochial clergy; and it is 
clearly useless to urge a request which is, upon such reasonable grounds, 
declined. 

Let me impress on the Commissioners that, in the two cases of Youghal 
and Mitchelstown, this is the turning point. The solution I have found 
for the difficulty is, to tax my own personal income to eke out support for 
the Mitchelstown Chaplain. 

The Commissioners observe that the necessity for exclusive Chaplains 
may be created, that the bishops may prevent the parochial clergy from 
undertaking the duty on any other terms, and that thus an endowment in 
favour of the Catholic clergy may be fastened on the poor-rates. 

From what has been stated above it is clear that the necessity for ex- 
clusive Chaplaincies can arise only in very rare instances ; that the Com- 
missioners have already provided, in such cases, for the support of the 
Chaplain ; that I have gone as far as I could, not to prevent, but to induce, 
•the parish priests of Youghal and Mitchelstown to accept the Chaplaincies ; 
and that I desisted from urging my views only when their replies appeared 
to be unanswerable. 

The bishops and clergy of Ireland have more than once put on record 
their fixed determination never to accept of an endowment ; and the Com- 
missioners may be fully persuaded that, while they reject an ample pro- 
vision from the public treasury, they do not intend stealthily to creep into 
an endowment at the expense of poor-rates. I never heard or thought of 
such a project till I read the letter to which I am now replying. 

To Union Chaplaincies, with either a small or a full salary, the Catholic 
clergymen prefer parochial missions, which sometimes suffer from the 
withdrawal of curates for Workhouse purposes. 

For some time past the scarcity of priests has prevented me from sup- 
plying assistance in parishes where it is wanted and called for ; and thus, 
Youghal and Mitchelstown, instead of affording an opportunity of provid- 
ing tor disengaged clergymen, add to the embarrassment already felt. 

All that I have said in this letter, and in the letter of the 7th, is intended 
to show to the Commissioners that on them devolves the responsibility of 
providing for the two cases in question; and that a rigid adherence to a 
rule, however calculated to facilitate the routine of office, is not calculated 
to provide for the spiritual interests of the poor in cases to which it is not 
applicable. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

^ William Keane. 

B. Banks, Esq., Secretary, &c. 



No. 9 . — Letter from the Commissioners ' to Bishop Keane. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Right Rev. Sir, February 3, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland are obliged by your communication of the 26th January, in 
reply to them letter to you of the 22nd of that month, on the subject of 
the Roman Catholic Chaplaincies of Mitchelstown and Youghal Unions. 

The Commissioners referred, in their former letter, to the subject of the 
Protestant Chaplaincies of Workhouses in Ireland, because they thought it 
would be satisfactory to you to know that, in fixing the salaries of Chap- 
laincies in proportion to the extent of the duties to be performed, rather than 
in relation to parochial arrangements, they apply the same rule of practice 
to the Protestant as to the Roman Catholic Chaplaincies; and, inasmuch as 
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there are Workhouses in Ireland in which the number of Protestants con- 
siderably exceeds the number of Roman Catholic inmates of the Mitchels- 
town and Youghal Workhouses, but in which the Protestant Chaplains’ 
salaries are not regulated, either by reference to parochial arrangements 
or by the amount necessary for the maintenance of a separate clergyman 
the comparison appeared to the Commissioners not to be so much out 
of place as you seem to consider it to be. 

It may be well to add that, in their correspondence with Protestant Chap- 
lains on the subject of salaries, it has often been urged upon the Commission- 
ers, as a reason for making the salaries equal to those of the Roman Catholic 
Chaplains, that the greater number of inmates in charge of the latter was 
no criterion of a greater extent of duty, the requirements of duty beino- 
much more onerous in the Protestant than in the Roman Catholic Church, 
a position exactly the reverse of that maintained by you. The Commis- 
sioners, however, have always endeavoured to proceed, in the regulation of 
the salaries of the Chaplains of both persuasions, as if the extent of duty 
were the same in both, in reference to the number of inmates. 

In reply to your observations on the late Archbishop Crolly’s letter, the 
Commissioners beg to observe that they referred to it as showing what, in 
1841, was the view taken by the Roman Catholic Hierarchy, as to an ade- 
quate stipend in the case of an additional curate being made necessary by 
the additional duty of the Workhouse, when the number of inmates did not 
exceed 500. The expression u minimum salary ” in that letter seems to 
have been suggested by the anticipation that, in most cases, an addi- 
tional curate would become necessary. 

That, however, as you truly observe, has not proved to be generally the 
case ; and there never was at any time, on the part of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, any acceptance of the proposal that £50 should be the minimum 
salary of a Roman Catholic Chaplain. Your argument, therefore, that if 
£60 now be held to be an equivalent to £50 in 1841, the salary at Mit- 
chelstown ought to be £60, falls to the ground ; and the Commissioners 
are not aware of any instance in which £60 has been allowed for any Chap- 
laincy, whether Protestant or Roman Catholic, where, as in Mitchelstown, 
the number of persons to be attended to was less than 200. It must be 
also borne in mind, as before stated, that if Mitchelstown be an exclusive 
Chaplaincy, it was not with the assent of the Commissioners that it be- 
came so. 

It is very satisfactory to the Commissioners to learn that the two cases 
of Youghal and Mitchelstown are considered by you to be of an ex- 
ceptional character, and such as can very rarely occur. They are also 
gratified by your assurance that you have “ gone as far as you could, not 
to prevent, but to induce, the parish priests of Youghal and Mitchelstown 
to accept the Chaplaincies.” 

If there were any state ©f circumstances under which the Commissioners 
would fee! justified in foregoing the principle on which they have deter- 
mined to act in adjusting Chaplains’ salaries, they would be disposed to do 
so in respect of the satisfactory assurances contained in your present com- 
munication, and of the very moderate views expressed by you throughout this 
correspondence. They feel it necessary, however, to look at this question, 
not in reference to yourself alone, or in reference to the Mitchelstown and 
Youghal Unions only, but to treat it as a general question, and to found 
their conclusion on grounds generally applicable throughout the country. 

What has occurred at Mitchelstown and Youghal has occurred several 
times already elsewhere, and may hereafter occur frequently elsewhere; 
the refusal namely of the; parochial clergy, either with or without the 
approval of their Diocesan, to accept the charge of the Workhouse Chap- 
laincy. 

It is possible that where a very reasonable or even a very ample stipend 
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has been offered, the duties of a Workhouse Chaplaincy could not be ac- 
cepted by the parochial clergy without inconvenience; but, in such cases, 
the question arises whether the inconvenience caused by an increase of duty 
within the parish, ought not to be submitted to by the parochial clergy, 
whether Protestant or Roman Catholic. 

The Commissioners trust, therefore, that you will not think them pre- 
sumptuous in stating that they do not feel, as you appear to have felt it, 
the force of the appeal made to you by the parish priest, when he said, 
“We had nothing to do with the erection of a Workhouse in our parish;” 
and “if the bishop and the Commissioners require a Chaplain, let them 
pay for him out of their own pockets, and not out of ours ; all we ask is 
to be let alone.” 

The Commissioners most respectfully submit to your further judgment 
on this point that such expressions as these do not convey a conclusive or 
a proper answer to you when you signified to the parish priest the opinion, 
which it is most satisfactory to find you have always entertained, that the 
parish priest should be the named Chaplain ; and when, in pursuance of 
that opinion, you intimate your desire to the parish priest that he should 
accept the Chaplaincy. 

Surely it is not an irrelevant fact, either to this question or to the 
question of the amount of salary, that, in parishes like that of Youghal, a 
very large proportion, certainly more than half of the inmates of the XV ork- 
house, consist of the most indigent class of previous residents within the 
parish, who, if there were no Workhouse, would require the ministrations 
of the clergy, with far greater difficulty of access, and who, in sickness and 
old age, would naturally desire to continue under the spiritual care of them 
parochial pastors. The Commissioners venture once more to draw your 
attention to this point, and are emboldened to do so by your desire that 
any argument which you have omitted to reply to should be indicated. 

With regard to the subject of then* own responsibility, the Commis- 
sioners will state to you, without reserve, the position in which they con- 
sider themselves to be placed. 

They are called on by Act of Parliament to take order for the perform- 
ance of Divine Service in 'Workhouses, by the appointment of Chaplains, 
and to fix the salaries of those Chaplains ; and the Commissioners feel 
satisfied that they will be held discharged of their official responsibility in 
this behalf, if they can show that they have fixed an adequate salary for 
the duty, and have done all in their power to procure a Chaplain, though 
they may not have succeeded in that endeavour. 

If, however, it were made to appear to those whose duty it might be to 
pass judgment on the official conduct of the Commissioners that, in the 
administration of the law, they have done injustice, by fixing an amount 
of salary inadequate to the duty, and have refused, on remonstrance and 
complaint, to afford redress, their conduct would be open to grave censure ; 
on the other hand, they feel that they would be liable to just condemna- 
tion if, in administering an Act framed for the purposes for which the Poor 
Law Acts were framed, they permitted the clergy of any religious persua- 
sion to dictate the terms on which they should accept the Chaplaincies of 
Workhouses. 

The Commissioners beg to assure you, in conclusion, that it will be a 
subject of the greatest satisfaction to them if any considerations which 
they have ventured to suggest should enable you to influence the parish 
priest of Youghal to accept the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy of Youghal 
Workhouse, at a salary of £60 per annum. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

To the Right Rev. Bishop Keane, B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Fermoy. 
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No. 10. — Letter from Bishop Keane to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Fermoy, February 9, 1859. 

Various pressing duties have prevented me from immediately replying 
to your letter of the 3rd, which came to hand on Friday last. 

In it the Commissioners advert to the “ moderate views” I have put 
forward. Truth and justice can always afford to be moderate. Since the 
introduction of the Poor Law I had occasion only twice to bring any sub- 
ject under their notice; and if they refer to the correspondence that took 
place at the time they sent Major Bolton to the Midleton Union, they will 
find that all that I asked was exclusively for the benefit of the poor, and 
that they had in the end to adopt as their own the views I had urged. 

In the letter of the 22nd ultimo it is said that the rules of the Com- 
missioners “ have never been the subject of remonstrance either from Pro- 
testant clergymen or from Protestant bishops,” though in their last it is 
mentioned that Protestant Chaplains have “ often” remonstrated on the 
question of salary, and that they have been insisting on an equality with 
Catholic Chaplains for a reason which appears rather singular, to wit— 
that their duties are more onerous. 

Any attempt to disprove such an assertion would only provoke a smile 
on the part of even well-informed Protestants. The assertion, however, 
proves that much remains yet to be known before an accurate estimate 
can be formed of the extent and of the weight of the laborious duty to be 
encountered by the Catholic clergy. Were there the slightest reason for 
supposing that the Commissioners agreed in opinion with the Protes- 
tant Chaplains, the subject would not here be so summarily disposed of. 

At length it has come out that the oft-quoted letter of Dr. Crolly has 
never been, “accepted” by the Commissioners. This appears rather strange; 
and yet it contains an instructive lesson to the Catholic bishops of Ireland, 
lest the proposals of unsuspecting candour, at first courteously received, 
may afterwards be made to subserve the ends of one-sided justice. 

The 'Commissioners say that they did not assent to the creation of ex- 
clusive Chaplaincies. Certainly not. They had as little to do with the 
creation of exclusive Chaplaincies as a certain person in past times had to 
ho do with the size, high or low, of those whom by a severe process of 
stretching or shortening he forced to fit to the exact measure of a dreaded 
couch. The necessity for exclusive Chaplaincies arises from circumstances 
which neither Commissioners nor bishop can control; and the mistake 
would consist in violently endeavouring to force on such cases the adapt- 
ation of the “iron-bedstead” rule. 

The Commissioners have called my attention to the greater facility of 
access to the poor which the Workhouse affords to Catholic Chaplains. 
There cannot be a better or a more direct way of meeting the argument 
than a plain statement of facts. 

In Mitchelstown and Youghal the parish clergy say Mass and preach in 
the public chapel open to all, and with only the same labour if a few hun- 
dred be added to or taken from the congregation. In the same chapel 
they hear confessions and they catechise in English and Irish, and in the 
parochial schools they visit, examine, and catechise, the different classes 
of boys and girls — all, without much additional labour on the part of the 
old or young who may be fit subjects for a Workhouse. 

But when a portion of the parishioners are taken away and placed in'a 
Workhouse, the case is different. Distinct duties in every respect must 
be undertaken; and the clergyman who is saying Mass, preaching, cate- 
chising, or examining in his own chapel and schools, cannot by possibility 
be at the same time similarly engaged elsewhere. These general remarks 
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derive additional force in tlie cases under consideration from the position of 
chapel, schools, and Workhouses in Mitchelstown and Youghal. 

Iii Mitchelstown all these buildings form one group with the clergyman’s 
house, while the Workhouse is at least a mile from them ; and the town is 
so convenient that a sick-call could be attended in the time that a walk to 
and from the Workhouse would require. _ Nearly the same may be said of 
Youghal. Add to this the poverty and sickness of the whole Union j and 
let it not be forgotten that the parish clergy in the discharge of their or- 
dinary duties stand in their natural position of responsibility to their 
spiritual superior; whereas, when they accept a Chaplaincy, whatever 
may be the salary, they become liable to bye-laws, to rebuke, and to dis- 
missal, from laymen. 

The Commissioners say that they will not allow the clergy of any per- 
suasion “ to dictate” the terms of arrangement. It is to be hoped that 
there will be dictation on neither side except the dictation of which 
reason and justice can always claim the right. 

Fair play is said to be the characteristic of Englishmen ; and it is not 
difficult to* anticipate the opinion they would entertain, if informed that 
all the arguments of Commissioners, appointed by Government to carry 
out a law, dwindled down into a request to the bishop u to dictate’’ to the 
parochial clergy submission “to the inconvenience,” which, considering 
their moderate incomes, would to them be a serious one, of losing forty or 
fifty pounds a-year in supporting another clergyman whose services the 
paiish does not want. 

Dictation of this kind the English legislature could neither contemplate 
nor sanction. The Commissioners will, therefore, excuse me, if perfectly 
satisfied with the reasons already assigned, I decline to assume the undue 
right of compelling the clergy of Mitchelstown and Youghal to submit to 
an injustice. Lest, however, between Commissioners, bishops, and clergy, 
the spiritual interest's of the poor should suffer, I here make a bona fide 
proposal to the Board, which, unusual as it may appear, ought to be con- 
sidered more fair than any attempt to dictate to others “submission to an 
inconvenience.” It is this: In every case in which neither the Commis- 
sioners nor the bishop can prevent an exclusive Chaplaincy let the difference 
of salary necessary for the Chaplain’s support be paid in equal parts out 
of their own pockets. They "will then have a joint interest in preventing 
as far as can be done all such Chaplaincies. 

To the only supposed omission in my former letters a reply is- given 
above. In now closing the correspondence, I have to request its reperusal 
by the Commissioners, that they may the more clearly see how many points 
they have passed unnoticed, in order to arrive at a request of submission 
to an inconvenience. If a salary merely sufficient for the support of a 
Chaplain be provided out of the rates, or as above proposed, a. clergyman 
will be sent to Youghal, and the priest uowin Mitchelstown will continue 
there; if this provision be not made in either of these two ways, the poor 
must be deprived of the religious consolations to which the law gives them 
a right. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 



To B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, 
Poor Law Office, Dublin. 



^ William Keane. 
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No. 11 . — Letter from the Commissioners to Bishop Keane. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
Right Rev. Sir, February 19, 1859. ’ 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws tor Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland, in reply to your letter of the 9th instant, received by them 
on the 12th instant, desire to state that in compliance with your request 
they have reperused the correspondence with you on the subject of the 
Roman Catholic Chaplaincies of Youghal and Mitchelstown Unions; and 
that while the conclusions they have already announced to you remain 
unchanged, they have nothing to add to what they have already set forth 
in support of those conclusions, beyond the few remarks which are called 
for by the terms of your present letter. 

With regard to your observations on Protestant Chaplaincies, it is clear on 
reference to the language used, that what the Commissioners stated in their 
letter of the 3rd February on that subject is not only consistent with but 
confirmatory of, what they stated on the same subject in their letter 
of the 22nd January'. 

You compare the mode in which the letter of Archbishop Crolly i B 
1843, was received by the Commissioners with the use which has recently 
been made of it ; and you describe the former as courteous, and the latter 
as unjust. 

The facts are, that on receipt of Archbishop Crolly’s proposal of £50 
for a Workhouse, in which the number of inmates did not exceed 500 as 
the amount “strictly required for the decent maintenance of the Chaplain 
and a just remuneration for very arduous duties, as well as a due regard 
to the spiritual interests of the inmates,” a reply was given almost imme- 
diately by the Commissioners. That reply, conveyed, no doubt, in cour- 
teous terms, contains the following, among other proposed arrangement, 

on the part of the Commissioners, and -there the correspondence ceased:— 

“ That where the Workhouse is calculated for more than 600, and the 
Roman Catholic inmates on an average exceed that number, but do not 
exceed 1 ,000, the salary of the Roman Catholic Chaplain to be £50. 

“ And where the house will contain, and the number of Roman Ca- 
tholic inmates amounts to more than 1,000, and not more than 1 500 the 
salary to be £60.” 

The above, then, was the scale of Chaplains’ salaries proposed by the 
Commissioners in 1841 — viz., £50 for any number of inmates between 
600 and 1,000 ; and £60 for any number between 1,000 and 1,500. 

At the present time the Commissioners allow £60 for Youghal Work- 
house, containing 350 inmates, and £50 for Mitchelstown, containing less 
than 200 ; and both are declared by you to be inadequate. In support of 
them views the Commissioners refer to the proposals originally made by 
the Roman Catholic prelates and communicated by Archbishop Crolly in 
1841, as showing the estimate made at that time by the ecclesiastical au- 
thorities of the proper allowance for the service of the Chaplaincy where 
an additional curate was rendered necessary ; and when you state that the 
archbishop’s letter is thereby “ made to subserve the ends of one-sided 
justice,” the Commissioners are at a loss to understand in what way these 
terms can be conceived to be applicable to this proceeding on their part. 

You state that exclusive Chaplaincies arise from circumstances which 
neither Commissioners nor bishop can controi. They are, however some- 
times created by the will of the bishop, if not always with his consent; and 
it seems from the present case to be in the power of the parochial clergy 
of themselves to create that description of Chaplaincy by refusing to 
undertake the office. The Commissioners are aware that reasons quite 
independent of the amount of the salary have caused the parochial clergy 
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to decline the Workhouse Chaplaincies; but whatever may be the cause 
in any such case, the Commissioners believe themselves to be acting in 
accordance with the spirit of the Poor Laws when they decline to use then- 
power of fixing Chaplains’ salaries in such a way as to encourage the 
creation of exclusive Workhouse Chaplaincies. 

You have addressed a part of your present letter to the fact urged on 
your attention by the Commissioners, that a large proportion of Work- 
house inmates usually belong, as previous residents, to the parish in which 
a Workhouse is situate. Your observations conclusively show that by the 
establishment of a Workhouse additional duty is imposed ; and this, so 
far from being denied by the Commissioners, forms the ground for estab- 
lishing a paid Chaplaincy in each case ; but the Commissioners sub- 
mit that your observations leave untouched the inferences which they 
have derived from the premises referred to in favour of the acceptance 
of the Workhouse Chaplaincy by the parochial clergy, and the appoint- 
ment for that purpose of an additional curate, if such be necessary. 

The Commissioners deeply regret to find that although you yourself are 
of opinion that the Chaplain of the Workhouse ought to be the pastor of 
the parish in which it is situate, and have urged this view in the case of 
Youghal, yet you do not feel justified in requiring the clergy of that 
parish to receive an additional curate for this purpose. 

In reply to your suggestion that in such a case as this the difference of 
salary necessary for the Chaplain’s support should be paid in equal parts 
by the Commissioners and the bishop from their own pockets, in order that 
they may then have an equal interest in preventing all such Chaplaincies, 
the Commissioners have to state that they do not think the course pro- 
posed would facilitate the object in view, and that for their own part they 
do not need any additional interest to stimulate the objection which they 
have felt and expressed to the system of exclusive Chaplaincies. 

As already intimated at the commencement of this correspondence, “the 
amount necessary for the support of a Chaplain” is a vague expression, and 
one which experience has shown to be capable of being variously interpreted 
when made the ground of demand for an increase of salary : the same expres- 
sion having heretofore been used on different occasions in support of claims 
for £50, for £60, for £70, and for £80 per annum. To go no further than 
the present correspondence, the Commissioners do not understand you to 
be contending for the same amount of Chaplain’s salary in Youghal as in 
Mitchelstown ; for in the latter Union you state you have yourself made 
good the difference by an allowance from your own funds of more than 
£10 in addition to the £50 allowed by the- Commissioners; and you 
further state that in Youghal, where the Commissioners propose £60, an 
additional curate receiving that stipend would be a burthen on the paro- 
chial clergy to the extent of £40 or £50 per annum. 

The Commissioners still trust that on reconsideration of the whole 
matter, as now laid before you, you will not determine to withdraw the 
present Chaplain from Mitchelstown, and to refuse an additional clergy- 
man at Youghal, at the salaries respectively proposed in each case. 

By order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Right Rev. Bishop Keane, Fermoy. 

No. 12. — Letter from Bishop Keane to the Commissioners. 

Sir, Fermoy, February 23, 1859. 

Absence from home has prevented me from sending some words of 
explanation in reply to the last letter of the Commissioners dated the 19tli 
instant, and received here on the 20tli. 
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The loss of forty or fifty pounds to the parish clergy can be easily 
shown. In such towns as Youghal and Mitchelstown a curate, with all his 
charges and drawbacks, cannot live for less than one hundred a-year. This 
is the lowest possible figure, and it may be safely taken for granted that his 
income, taking together liis share of parish revenue and other perquisites 
would exceed that sum. Hence in Youghal, with only sixty from the rates' 
the clergy would certainly lose forty; in Mitchelstown the allowance of 
fifty would suppose a loss of fifty ; and in both cases the Commissioners 
may be sure that the loss would be greater. 

Workhouse Chaplains not being obliged to keep a horse or to meet 
other expenses to which the parish clergy are liable, do not require so 
much ; but even in the Unions under consideration, whatever may be said 
of large cities, it does not appear possible that a clergyman could live at 
present for less than eighty pounds a-year. More than this sum the Mit- 
chelstown Chaplain is getting ; and I beg to assure the Commissioners that 
the allowance over and above eighty will be increased by me if his support 
require it. 1 

The Commissioners often referred to Dr. Crolly’s letter in a manner 
that led their correspondents to believe that there was an understanding 
between them and the Catholic bishops assembled in Dublin in 1 84 1 , and con- 
sequently that there was an implied obligation on the part of the Catholic 
clergy to accept the terms then agreed on. Taking these premises, as 
given by the Commissioners, I argued from the various changes that have 
since taken place that the salary offered for Mitchelstown should be on 
their own reasoning at least sixty ; and it was in reply to this line of 
argument I heard, and only for the first time, that on their side they had 
never accepted Dr. Crolly’s letter. 

The Commissioners say that they have, at my request, reperused the 
correspondence. Have they found in any of their letters an answer to the 
real difficulty in the cases under consideration : to wit — how can it be ex- 
pected that Catholic clergymen will accept the responsibility of an appoint- 
ment which implies a certain loss of at least forty or fifty pounds to be 
given for the support of an additional priest, whose services they do not 
want? In truth, the only answer they can give is to request of the clergy 
44 to submit to the inconvenience.” 



The Commissioners may be convinced of my anxiety to settle the ques- 
tion in the way best calculated to meet the interests of all in any way con- 
cerned. Eighty pounds being the lowest possible sum on which a clergy- 
man can live, if the Commissioners allow this sum for Youghal and for 
Mitchelstown, the services of a Chaplain will be secured to both; if not, 
I can neither send a priest to the first, nor keep him in the second-named 
Union — a course which, for the sake of the poor, I must deeply regret. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

William Keane. 

B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk, Dublin. 



No. 13. — Letter from the Commissioners to Bishop Keane. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Right Rev. Sir, February 26, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland have received your letter of the 23rd instant, in which 
you state that if they will allow <£80 per annum as the salary for the 
Roman Catholic Chaplaincies of the Youghal and Mitchelstown Work- 
houses, the services of a Roman Catholic Chaplain will be secured to both; 
but that if not, you will neither send a priest to Youghal, nor keep one at 
Mitchelstown. 
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In reply to this definite proposal, the Commissioners have to state that 
the salary which they have fixed for the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy of 
the Workhouse of Mitclielstown Union is £50 per annum, and that which 
they have fixed for the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy of the Workhouse of 
Youghal Union is <£60 per annum, and that they are not prepared to alter 
the amount of the salary in either case. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Right Rev. Bishop Keane, Fermoy. 



VIII. — Correspondence relating to the Removal of the 
Rev. Peter Daly, p.p., from the office of Roman Catho- 
lic Chaplain of the Workhouse of Galway Union. 

No. 1. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 3rd 
December, 1858. 

The Roman Catholic Chaplain reported he “christened a foundling 
child, found at the gate of William H. Butler, and from that and other 
circumstances named the child John Butler.” 

Mr. J. W. Cusack called • the attention of the Board to the report on 
the Chaplain’s book, in which a foundling child was reported to have 
been baptized by the Roman Catholic Chaplain under the name of John 
Butler. 

Mr. Cusack observed, that from the peculiar and unusual mode adopted 
by the Chaplain, and from the special reasons suggested in his report, he 
must be aware of the parentage of the child to justify him in the course 
he pursued. 

The Board was anxious to have an explanation from the Roman 
Catholic Chaplain before committing themselves to his act, and the Clerk 
was directed to communicate with the Rev. Mr. Daly on the subject. 



No. 2. — Letter from Mr. J. W. Cusack to the Commissioners. 

Knockbane, Galway, 

Gentlemen, December 4, 1858. 

I shall feel obliged by your informing me in what religion a foundling 
admitted into a W orkhouse is to be brought up, as a case has occurred in 
the Galway Union where a child admitted was baptized by the Roman 
Catholic Chaplain, the Rev. Peter Daly, and named by him, and is now 
entered on the Register as a Roman Catholic. This proceeding, as far as 
I can ascertain, is contrary to law, as the child should have been baptized 
in the religion of the State. I wish to have your opinion on the subject, 
as it will be a guide to me in proceeding in the matter. 

I remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

James W. Cusack, Poor Law Guardian 
for the Electoral Division of Slieveenena, Union 
of Galway. 

To the Commissioners for administering 
the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland. 
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No. 3 — Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Cusack. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
Sir, December 9, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland acknowledge the receipt of yourletter of the 4th inst., in "which 
you refer to the case of a foundling child lately admitted to the Work- 
house of the Galway Union, who, it appears, has been baptized by the 
Roman Catholic Chaplain, and entered in the Workhouse Register as a 
Roman Catholic ; and in reply, the Commissioners desire to state, that it 
appears that the Board of Guardians have requested an explanation on 
the subject from the Roman Catholic Chaplain ; and the Commissioners 
await the result of the further consideration of the case by the Board of 
Guardians. 

As regards the question in your letter as to the religion in which a 
foundling child should be educated, the Commissioners desire to draw 
your attention to their Eighth Annual Report, pp. 330 and 331 , containing 
copy of the opinion given by the Right Hon. F. Blackburne, when 
Attorney- General, on the subject.* 

A copy of the Report is enclosed herewith. 



By Order of the Commissioners, 



To James W. Cusack, Esq., 
Knoekbane, Galway. 



B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



No. 4 . — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 10th 
December, 1858. 

Read letter from Rev. P. Daly, Roman Catholic Chaplain to the 
Galway Union Workhouse, acknowledging a communication from the 
pierk, in which an explanation was requested of the circumstances which 
induced him to have a foundling child who had been placed on the Regis- 
try as J ohn J oyce, baptized as J okn Butler, by which name he now ap- 
pears on the Registry. The Rev. Gentleman’s letter was couched in the 
following terms : — 

‘ £ St. Yincent’s-avenue, December 7, 1858. 

“ Sir, 

“ In reply to your letter of the 6th, received this morning, in which you 
say that you are directed to request of me some explanations of the reasons 
that induced me to give the name of John Butler to a child baptized by me 
in the Workhouse on the 28th ultimo, I have to say that, for any practical 
purpose, the entry I have made of that baptism on the Chaplain’s Book 
seems to require no further explanation than that when a foundling is pre- 
sented to a priest for baptism, lie may be' induced by any circumstance at- 
tending the finding of the child to give it a name, and such was the case in 
that instance. The child being found in a particular locality derived its 
appellation from that circumstance ; and a clergyman may also have other 
reasons for adopting such a course, which he may not judge either prudent 
or necessary to explain, nor in this case is there any reason for seeking any 
such. What is meant by ‘ confirming the proceeding I have adopted’ is a 
phrase I don’t comprehend, as my proceeding in baptizing a child presented 
to me for that purpose, and having no other authorized" to give it a name, 
neither requires confirmation, nor is there any authority to confer it. 

“I am, &c., yours truly, 

“ Peter Daly.” 

* See App. A., X., No. 2, page 154. 
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Upon the Registry being produced for signature, the Chairman drew 
the attention of the Board to the change made in the Registry in the 
name of John Joyce to that of John Butler. 

Mr. J. W. Cusack objected to have the name of John Butler on the 
Registry, there being no such person in the house ; and he contended 
that the Master having once entered the child as John Joyce on the 
Registry, he had no power to change that name without coming before 
the Board, and that he had acted illegally in doing so. 

The Master explained that the child was left at the Workhouse by the 
Relieving Oflicer, Mr. Cullen, with the name John Joyce attached —that 
being the name of the person who found the child on the highway — and 
that the Roman Catholic Chaplain having attended the house officially, 
the circumstance was explained to him, when he called for the child, and 
had him baptized in the name of John Butler, making a special report of 
same in the Chaplain’s Book. 

Mr. Cusack persisted that the Chaplain had no right to baptize the 
child, who, by law, should have been baptized in the religion of the State, 
and that the Master should not therefore have changed the name upon 
the Registry. 

Messrs. Commins and Carter contended that the child had no name but 
the one given in baptism, Mr. Cullen having no authority to confer one, 
and that, therefore, the name John Butler was the only one by which the 
child should have appeared on the Register. 

The Chairman having put the question of confirming the Registry as 
it stood, it was carried on a poll by a majority of 8 to 5. 



Ro. 5 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, December 16, 1858. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under their consideration the Minutes of Proceedings 
at the meeting of the Board of Guardians of Galway Union on the 1 0th 
inst., on the subject of the registry of a foundling recently admitted into 
the Workhouse, from which it appears that the child was originally 
registered by the Master of the Workhouse as a Roman Catholic, under 
the name of John Joyce (the name of the man who found the child), but 
that he subsequently changed the name in the Register to John Butler, 
that being the name by which the child was christened by the Roman 
Catholic Chaplain in the Workhouse. 

The Commissioners observe that the Board of Guardians have confirmed 
the latter registry of the child, after some discussion of the circumstances, 
and in reference thereto the Commissioners are desirous of being informed 
whether any thing be now known regarding the parentage of the child in 
this case, the identity of the mother only being in question if the child be 
illegitimate. 

The Commissioners have at the same time to state that, if nothing be 
known regarding the child’s parentage, the Register should now be cor- 
rected in conformity with the opinion given by the present Lord Justice ol 
Appeal when Attorney -General, a copy of which opinion will be found in 
the Commissioners’ Eighth Annual Report, pp. 330, 331. 

It appears that when the child was first registered by the Workhouse 
Master, its parentage was unknown to him, and he ought to have regis- 
tered it a Protestant, in accordance with the opinion above referred to. 
If the Master fails to do his duty on any like occasion hereafter, the Corn- 
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missioners would have to consider the propriety of his removal from lii s 
office, as he is bound to make the original entry in the Registry correctly 
and on his own responsibility, under the 42nd section of 1 & 2 Vic., chap 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians 
of Galway Union. 



Ho. 6. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 17th 
December, 1858. 

Read Poor Law Commissioners’ letter, dated 16th December, 1858, 
referring to the proceedings of the previous Board day relative to the 
foundling child registered as John Joyce, and re-registered as John Butler, 
and inquiring if any thing had been since ascertained of the parentage of 
the child, the identity of the mother only being in question, and directing, 
in the event of no such information having been had, that the Register be 
corrected in accordance with the opinion of the Lord Justice of Appeal, 
when Attorney- General, applying to such cases, and cautioning the Master 
as to the course to be pursued by him under similar circumstances in 
future. 

After consideration of the Commissioners’ communication, No. 29,322, 
it was moved by Mr. Harrison — That our Clerk be requested to write to 
the Rev. Mr. Daly, stating that unless he can give the Guardians some 
satisfactory information as to the parentage of the foundling child bap- 
tized as John Butler, the Guardians must, under the order of the Com- 
missioners, have it registered as John Joyce, and entered on the Register 
as a Protestant, to which an amendment was moved by Mr. Thomas 
Commins, seconded by Mr. Joseph Grealy — That time be afforded to the 
Guardians to make inquiry as to the parentage of the child baptized John 
Butler. Amendment carried on a poll by 9 to 5. 

Moved by Mr. W. Cusack, seconded by Mr. Bernard O’Flaherty, and 
agreed to : 

Resolved — That our Clerk be directed to send a copy of the Commis- 
sioners’ letter to the Reverend Peter Daly, and to request of him to 
afford any information he may think necessary in respect thereof. 



No. 7. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 31st 
December, 1858. 

Read letter from Reverend Peter Daly in reply to the resolution of 
Mr. J. W. Cusack, carried at a meeting of the Board of Guardians on 
the !7th inst., and which, with the Commissioners’ letter of the 16th, 
No. 29,322, was transmitted to him with a view of affording him an op- 
portunity of replying to the same if he should think proper. 

Whereon it was moved by J. W. Cusack, Esq., seconded by Captain 
Hare — That the full time having been given for making inquiries con- 
cerning the parentage of the child registered John Butler, and no infor- 
mation having been tendered, that the corrections contained in the Com- 
missioners’ letter be complied with. 

To which an amendment was moved by Thomas Commins, Esq., seconded 
by Joseph Grealy, Esq — That the time be prolonged for another fort- 
night, which amendment was carried in the affirmative by 5 to 4. 
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No. 8. — Letter from Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners. 

Galway, January 7, 1859. 
Gentlemen, ^ 

I take leave to report, for your information, that the foundling child 
admitted during the past month into the Galway Union Workhouse, 
registered by the Master under the name John Joyce, Roman Catholic, 
but subsequently baptized by the Rev. Peter Daly, Roman Catholic 
Chaplain, by the name of John Butler, died on yesterday. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Brodie. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Custom House, Dublin. 



No. 9 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, January 11, 1859. 

Adverting to the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians 
of the Galway Union, on the 31st ult., the Commissioners for adminis- 
tering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland desire to state that it 
appears that a communication was received by the Guardians from the 
Rev. Peter Daly, Roman Catholic Chaplain of the Workhouse, and read 
at the Board on that day, relating to the case of the child, John Butler ; 
and the Commissioners request that they may be furnished with a copy 
of the letter referred to. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of the Galway Union. 



No. 10. — Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the 
Commissioners. 

Board Room, Galway Union, 

Gentlemen, January 12, 1859. 

In reply to your communication, dated 1 1 th instant, requiring a copy 
of the communication from the Rev. Peter Daly to the Board of Guar- 
dians of this Union, referred to in the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board 
on the 31st ultimo, I beg leave to enclose herewith the copy of the letter 
referred to, 

And have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 
Martin J. Tierney, Clerk of Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, 

Custom House, Dublin, 

Letter from the Rev. Peter Daly, p.p., and Roman Catholic Chap- 
lain of the Workhouse, to the Board of Guardians, enclosed in 
No. 10. 

^ IR ’ St. Vincent’s-avenue, December 31, 1858. 

My many and, I hope, useful avocations, especially at this time, render 
it peculiarly onerous to expend either time or thought on the subject of the 
letter from the Commissioners of the Poor Law, a copy of which you have 
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sent me by direction of tlie Guardians of the Galway Union, yet, in courtesy 
to the Guardians, I beg leave to make a few observations in reply. J 

It is admitted in the document from the Poor Law Commissioners that 
the child was originally registered as a Roman Catholic, under the name of 
John Joyce. I would then ask, what right have the Commissioners to change 
the religion of that child ? Oh, but the name was changed. I say the name 
of the child was not changed ; it had no name affixed to it entering the Work- 
house. Surely Cullen had no authority to give it a name. It was entered 
under the temporary designation of John Joyce, from the circumstance of 
its having been brought to the house by a man of that name, in order to 
determine its identity until it got a permanent name from proper authority 
and I presume the Commissioners will not deny my right to that authority! 
If Cullen, then, gave a temporary designation from an accidental circum- 
stance, I suppose it will be admitted that it lost that mark of identity and 
received a permanent and authoritative mark of its identity when I, in. 
lluenced by another accidental circumstance, gave it a name. That name 
has been entered on the Registry of the Workhouse and confirmed by the 
Guardians. What more do the Commissioners require? Forsooth, to enter 
it a Protestant. Upon what grounds, I would ask? That it was found 
abroad. But by whom? By a Roman Catholic who, for a moment, lent it 
his name and religion until the Roman Catholic priest should regenerate it 
in the waters of baptism. Did that Roman Catholic enter that poor child as 
a Protestant ? If not, who had or has so good a right to determine its reli- 
gion as the man who saved its life and put it into the charge of , a public 
institution, supported by a tax, a great part of which is contributed by 
Catholics ? 

It is asserted in the letter of the Commissioners that as the parentage of 
the child was unknown to the Master at the first registry, he ought to have 
registered it as a Protestant, in accordance with an opinion of an Attorney- 
General. I repudiate such a doctrine ; it is the doctrine of the infamous 
times of Charles II. The child was saved by a Catholic from death ; it was 
brought to the house by a Catholic ; it was found at the door of a Catholic; 
it is supported in an institution where the whole Protestant flock amounts, 
generally, to two persons; where, then, is the evidence of its Protestantism, 
or what would justify the Master in calling it a Protestant ? The Guardians, 
I presume, have more regard to their consistency, to the desire of preserving 
the peace of this community, which has hitherto been preserved from reli- 
gious strife and rancour ; more respect for their own deliberate act than to 
interfere with the registry, or stultify" their proceedings ; and, in future, I 
shall have it published from every church and chapel in this town, that if 
such an unfortunate be found, it is to be brought to the Catholic Church to 
be baptized, and named as the priest or the person so bringing it may think 
proper, and then, as a matter of right, put it into the Workhouse as a 
Catholic. 

1 am, Sir, truly yours, 

Peter Daly, p.p., Chaplain. 

M. J. Tierney", Esq., Clerk of the Union. 



No. 1 1 Letter from tlie Commissioners to tlie Rev. Peter Daly. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Rev. Sir, January 13, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have this day received an official copy of the letter which you 
addressed to the Guardians of Galway Union, dated 3 1st of December last, 
written by r you to the Guardians, in the capacity of Roman Catholic Chap- 
lain of the W orkkouse. 

In that letter you advert to a letter of the Commissioners addressed to 
the Guardians on the 16th of December last, which contains the following 
passage, and which was sent to you by direction of the Board of Guardians: 
“ If nothing be known regarding the child’s parentage, the Register should 
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now be corrected in conformity with the opinion given by the present Lord 
Justice of Appeal, when Attorney-General, a copy of which opinion will be 
found in the Commissioners’ Eighth Annual Report, pp. 330, 331. 

“It appears that when the child was first registered by the Workhouse 
Master, its parentage was unknown to him, and he ought to have registered 
it a Protestant, in accordance with the opinion above referred to. If the 
Master fails to do his duty on any like occasion hereafter, the Commissioners 
would have to consider the propriety of his removal from his office as he is 
bound to make the original entry in the Register correctly, and on’ his own 
responsibility, under the 42nd section of 1 and 2 Vic., c. 56.” 

• To this passage you apply the following language: — 

“It is asserted in the letter of the Commissioners that as the parentage of 
the child was unknown to the Master at the first registry, lie ought to have 
registered it as a Protestant, in accordance with an opinion of an Attorney- 
General. I repudiate such a doctrine; it is the doctrine of the infamous 
times of Charles II. The child was saved by a Catholic from death ; it was 
brought to the house by a Catholic; it was found at the door of a Catholic- 
it is supported in an institution where the whole Protestant flock amounts’ 
generally, to two persons; where, then, is the evidence of its Protestantism’ 
or what would justify the Master in calling it a Protestant ? The Guardians,’ 

I presume, have more regard to their consistency, to the desire of preserving 
the peace of this community, which has hitherto been preserved from reli° 
gious strife and rancour; more respect for their own deliberate act than to 
interfere with the registry, or stultify their proceedings ; and, in future, I 
shall have it published from every church and chapel in this town, that if 
such an unfortunate be found, it is to be brought to the Catholic Church to 
he baptized, and named as the priest or the person so bringing it may think 
proper, and then, as a matter of right, put it into the Workhouse as a 
Catholic.” 

This language appears to the Commissioners so extremely improper, and 
so entirely incompatible with the position which you at present hold in the 
administration of the Poor Law, that they will feel it their duty to remove 
you from the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy of Galway Workhouse if you 
do not send to them your resignation of that office. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Rev. Peter Daly, r.p., 

Roman Catholic Chaplain of the Workhouse, 

Galway Union. 



No. 12. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians, enclosing copy of No. 11. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, January 13, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have received your letter of the 12th instant, forwarding a copy 
of the letter addressed to the Board of Guardians of Galway Union on 
the 31st of December last, by the Rev. P. Daly, Roman Catholic Chap- 
lain of the Workhouse; and the Commissioners enclose herewith, for the 
information of the Board of Guardians, a copy of a letter which they have 
this day addressed to the Rev. Mr. Daly, on the subject of his communi- 
cation above referred to. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, 

Galway Union. 

H 
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No. 13 Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 14th January, 

1859. 

Read letter, No. 1,183/59, from Poor Law Commissioners, dated 13th 
January, 1859, acknowledging receipt of copy of the Rev. Mr. Daly’s 
communication to the Board, on the 31st December last, and enclosing a 
copy of a letter addressed to him by the Commissioners on the subject of 
same. 

Read copy of Commissioners’ letter to the Rev. P. Daly, above ad- 
verted to, recapitulating the principal points of the correspondence, animad- 
verting upon the language of the Rev. Mr. Daly, to which the re-regis- 
tration of the child of John Butler had given rise, and expressing it to be 
their duty to remove him therefore from the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy 
if he did not send them his resignation of that office. 

Moved by Mr. M. F. O’Flaherty, seconded by Mr. John Mahon:— That 
we have heard with extreme regret and surprise the tenor of the Poor 
Law Commissioners’ communication read this day at the Board, intimating 
then* intention to remove our Catholic Chaplain, owing to the purport of 
the letter addressed by this gentleman to the Board, on the subject of the 
late foundling, John Butler. We now beg respectfully but firmly to 
protest against such a course of action, repugnant as it is to the feelings, 
views, and wishes of the Board, and the spiritual interests of the house. 

To which an amendment was proposed by Mr. J. W. Cusack, seconded 
by Mr. R. N. Somerville:— That with every respect to the Rev. Mr. Daly, 
we do not feel at liberty to support him in his views, which are in opposition 
to the law of the land, but that the matter be left in the hands of the 
Commissioners. 

Sir Thomas Redington felt startled at the phrase in the amendment that 
the law of the land had been contravened; the law, he apprehended, was 
silent on the subject. 

The opinion of one Attorney- General being the grounds on which the 
Commissioners acted, there being the opinion of another and later Attorney- 
General given in a directly opposite sense. 

The amendment being put was polled and lost, the numbers being three 
for, twenty-seven against. 

The original resolution was then put and carried by twenty-six to four. 



No. 14. — Letter from the Rev. Peter Daly to the Commissioners. 
Si R ^ Galway, January 18, 1859. 

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of the 1 3th, which ar- 
rived here in my absence ; and before I could adopt any course of action 
relative to it I would respectfully request to know what particular senti- 
ments or expressions contained in my letter to the Guardians of the Galway 
Union of the 31st December the Commissioners consider so extremely im- 
proper and incompatible with my position as to justify the threat con- 
tained in the conclusion they come to in your letter. 

As soon as you inform me of those particulars I shall be prepared to 
adopt such a course as I may be advised, being at present persuaded that, 
my letter was quite adapted to the case to which it applied. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, very truly yours, 

Peter Daly, p.p. 

Chaplain to the Galway Workhouse. 

B. Banks, Esq., Chief Clerk. 
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No. 15. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. Peter Daly. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, January 20, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have received your letter of the 18th instant, inquiring what 
particular statements or expressions in your letter to the Guardians of 
Galway Union the Commissioners consider extremely improper and in- 
compatible with your position as Roman Catholic Chaplain of the Galway 
Workhouse. 

The Commissioners have already clearly stated to you, in their letter 
of the 13th instant, the particular statements and expressions which you 
ask them now to particularize. 

The following passage is an extract from a letter written by the Com- 
missioners to the Guardians of Galway Union, a copy of which letter was 
sent to you by the Guardians, namely : — 

“If nothing be known regarding the child’s parentage the Register should 
now be corrected in conformity with the opinion given by the present Lord 
Justice of Appeal when Attorn ey-General, a copy of which opinion will be 
found in the Commissioners’ Eighth Annual Report, pp. 330 and 331. 

“It appears that when the child was first registered by the Workhouse 
Master its parentage was unknown to him, and he ought to have registered it 
a Protestant in accordance with the opinion above referred to. If the Master 
fails to do his duty on any like occasion hereafter, the Commissioners would 
have to consider the propriety of his removal from his office, as he is bound 
to make the original entry in the Register correctly, and on liis own respon- 
sibility, under the 42nd section of 1 & 2 Viet., cap. 56.” 

On that passage you addressed to the Guardians the following obser- 
vations : — 

“It is asserted in the letter of the Commissioners that as the parentage 
of the child was unknown to the Master at the first registry he ought to have 
registered it as a Protestant in accordance with an opinion of an Attorney- 
General. I repudiate such a doctrine; it is the doctrine of the infamous 
times of Charles II. The child was saved by a Catholic from death ; it was 
brought to the house by a Catholic ; it was found at the door of a Catholic ; 
it is supported in an institution where the whole Protestant flock amounts 
generally to two persons; where then is the evidence of its Protestantism, or 
what would justify the Master in calling it a Protestant? The Guardians, I 
presume, have more regard to their consistency, to the desire of preserving 
the peace of this community, which has hitherto been preserved from religious 
strife and rancour ; more respect for their own deliberate act than to interfere 
with tlm Registry or stultify their proceedings ; and, in future, I shall have 
it published from every church and chapel in this town, that, if such an 
unfortunate be found, it is to be brought to the Catholic Church to be baptized 
and named as the priest, or the person so bringing it, may think proper, and 
then, as a matter of right, put it into the Workhouse as a Catholic.” 

You have had full opportunity to re-consider the language above 
quoted from your letter, and you state that you are persuaded that such 
language was quite adapted to the case to which it applied. 

This being so, the Commissioners now repeat to you that they will 
remove you, by an order under seal, from the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy 
of Galway Workhouse, unless you send to them your resignation of that 
office. 

They will await the receipt of a reply from you, until Monday next, 
the 24th instant. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

The Rev. Peter Daly, p.p., Roman Catholic 
Chaplain of the Galway Union Workhouse, Galway. 

ii 2 
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N 0> 1 6 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g IR January 20, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have had under their consideration the resolution passed at the 
meetino- of the Board of Guardians of Galway Union, on the 14th instant, 
on the subject of the communication addressed by the Commissioners, on 
the 13th instant, to the Rev. Peter Daly, requiring his resignation of the 
office of Roman Catholic Chaplain to the Workhouse, in consequence of 
the nature of the language used by him in his letter to the Guardians, of 
the 31st ultimo. 

In reference to this resolution the Commissioners have to state that 
they deeply regret to find so large a majority of the Guardians determined 
to support the Roman Catholic Chaplain in his avowed intention to oppose 
himself, with all the influence at his command, to the administration of 
the Poor Law being carried on in accordance with legal opinions obtained 
from the highest authority, and adopted by the Commissioners for their 
own guidance and that of the Boards of Guardians in Ireland. 

The opinion given by Mr. Blackburne, the present Lord Justice of 
Appeal, when Attorney- General, has been expressly concurred in by an 
Attorney- General who held that office more recently, Mr. Brewster, and lias 
never been controverted by any law officer of the Crown, or by any other 
counsel, whose opinion has been made known to the Commissioners. 
That opinion is to the effect that infants admitted to the Workhouse as 
foundlings, or deserted children, must be brought up in the religion of 
the State, if no information exist regarding the religion professed by the 
parents of such children. 

The Commissioners have -already stated that if the Master of Galway 
Workhouse should hereafter, as in the case of the child “Joyce,” now 
deceased, register an infant, admitted under similar circumstances, as of 
any other than the Protestant denomination, they will remove him from 
his office. 

In reference to the Roman Catholic Chaplain the Commissioners desire 
to state that further correspondence has taken place between them and 
that officer, a copy of which is enclosed, from which the Guardians will 
see that the Commissioners are about to remove him from the Chaplaincy, 
unless his resignation reaches them on or before Monday next. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

The Presiding Chairman of the Board 
of Guardians of Galway Union. 



No. 17. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 21st Jan. 1859. 

Read letter, No. 1,540, M. 1859, from the Poor Law Commissioners, 
dated 20th January, 1859, on the subject of the communication addressed 
by them, on the 17th instant, to the Rev. Peter Daly, requiring his resig- 
nation of the office of Roman Catholic Chaplain to the Workhouse, in con- 
sequence of the nature of the language used by him in his letter to the Guar- 
dians, of the 31st ultimo. The Commissioners express their regret to find 
so laro-e a majority of the Guardians determined to support the Roman 
Catholic Chaplain in his avowed intention to oppose himself, with all the 
influence at his command, to the administration of the Poor Law being 
carried on in accordance with legal opinions obtained from the • highest 
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authority, and adopted by the Commissioners for their own guidance and 
that of the Boards of Guardians in Ireland. The Commissioners state 
that the opinion given by Mr. Blackburne, the present Chief Justice of 
Appeal, when Attorney- General, has been expressly concurred in by an 
Attorney- General who held that office more recently, Mr. Brewster, and 
has never been controverted by any law officer of the Crown, or by any 
other counsel whose opinion has been made known to the Commissioners. 
That opinion is to the effect that infants admitted to the Workhouse as 
foundlings, or deserted children, must be brought up in the religion of 
the State, if no information exist regarding the religion professed by the 
parents of such children. The Commissioners further state that if the 
Workhouse Master should hereafter, as in the case of the child “ Joyce,” 
now deceased, register an infant admitted under similar circumstances as 
of any other than the “ Protestant denomination,” they will remove him 
from his office. The Commissioners enclose copy of correspondence 
between them and the Chaplain, from which the Guardians will see that 
they are about to remove him from the Chaplaincy unless his resignation 
reaches them on or before Monday next. 

Letter from the Rev. Peter Daly, Roman Catholic Chaplain, soliciting 
from the Board of Guardians an authoritative testimony as to the line of 
conduct he has pursued during the eighteen years he has acted as 
Chaplain of the Workhouse, to which office he states his position as Parish 
Priest legally entitles him. The Rev. Mr. Daly furnishes copy of his reply 
to the Commissioners, and adds as follows : — 

January 21st, 1859. 

“I have just received a letter in reply to this from the Commissioners 
reiterating their threat unless I resign by Monday next, which, of course, I 
do not mean to do. 

“(Signed), P. Daly.” 

When the Minutes of the former day’s proceedings were about being 
signed by the chairman it was proposed by Sir Thomas Redington, and 
seconded by Thomas Redington, Esq. — That the Minutes be amended 
before the chairman confirm them. 

The following order was made thereon — confirmed, except the para- 
graphs in “ brackets ;” the paragraphs are as follows : — 

[Sir Thomas Redington felt startled at the phrase in the amendment that 
the law of the land had been contravened ; the law being, as he apprehended, 
silent on the subject. The opinion of one Attorney-General being the 
grounds on which the Commissioners acted, there being the opinion of an- 
other and later Attorney-General given in a directly opposite sense.” . . ] 

Moved by Thomas Commins, seconded by J. Martin — That we feel no 
ordinary pleasure in responding to the wish expressed in the letter of our 
respected Chaplain, read this day at the Board, desiring an expression of 
our approval of his conduct during the long period of his official connexion 
■with this establishment, which has been marked by singular efficiency, 
.zeal, and uniform kindly feeling towards all parties ; and we feel ourselves 
called upon to approve and to uphold his line of action on this qccasion. 
Unanimous. 



No. 18 . — Letter from the Ret. P. Daly, to the Commissioners. 
Sir, Dublin, January 23, 1859. 

I have received here the resolution of the Guardians of the Galway 
Union, passed unanimously by that body, at their meeting of Friday last, 
and which, of course, has been made known to the Commissioners of the 
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Poor Law. In that resolution the Board of Guardians, the best judges 
of the fact, bear testimony to the complete fulfilment of my duty as Chap- 
lain of the Workhouse for eighteen years ; and I refer the Commissioners 
to it as one of the motives that induce me not to follow the advice of the 
Commissioners to resign my charge of the flock committed to my care by 
the Church of God, and specially put into my charge by the law of the 
land, which, I suppose, the Commissioners have not the power to render 
void. 

I am, Sir, very truly yours, 

Peter Daly. 

B. Banks, Esq. 



No. 19 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. Peter Daly. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Rev. Sir, January 25, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rd instant, 
declining to resign the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy of the Galway Union 
Workhouse ; and, in reference thereto, the Commissioners have to state 
that, as already intimated in their previous communications, they feel that 
they have no alternative but to remove you from the Chaplaincy, and an 
order under seal, to that effect, has accordingly been issued, a copy of 
which is enclosed herewith. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Rev. Peter Daly, Galway. 



No. 20. — Copy of Order enclosed in No. 19. 

Galway Union. 

To the Rev. Peter Daly, p.p. ; to the Guardians of the Poor of the 
Galway Union ; and to all other Persons whom it may concern. 

Whereas, by an Order bearing date the Sixteenth day of September, 
1856, We, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, in pursuance of the provisions of an Act passed in 
the Second Year of the Reign of Her present Majesty, Queen Victoria, 
entitled u An Act for the more effectual Relief of the Destitute Poor in 
Ireland,” did appoint the Reverend Peter Daly, being a Clergyman of the 
Roman Catholic Church, to be a Chaplain of the Workhouse of the 
Galway Union : 

And Whereas We have deemed it necessary to remove the said Reverend 
Peter Daly from the office of Chaplain of the said Workhouse: 

Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers vested in Us in this behalf, 
We do hereby remove the said Reverend Peter Daly from the office of 
Chaplain of the Workhouse of the Galway Union. 

Sealed with our Seal, this Twenty-fourth day of January, in the Year 
of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-nine. 

(Signed,) A. Power, 

J. M‘Donnell, 

E. Senior. 
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No. 21. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, January 25, 1859. 

Adverting to their letter of the 20th instant, relating to the commu- 
nication recently addressed to the Board of Guardians of Galway Union, 
by the Reverend Peter Daly, Roman Catholic Chaplain of the Workhouse, 
the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland forward herewith, for the information of the Guardians, a copy of 
a letter which they have received from Mr. Daly, declining to resign the 
Chaplaincy. 

A copy of the Commissioners’ reply, together with a copy of the sealed 
Order of removal, which the Commissioners intimated to the Reverend Mr. 
Daly that they felt it would be their duty to issue, if he did not send in 
his resignation, are also enclosed herewith. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

The Presiding Chairman, Board of Guardians, Galway Union. 



No. 22. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 28tli Jan., 1859. 

Proposed by Bernard O’Flaherty, Esq., seconded by Thomas Comins, 
Esq. — That the Commissioners having disregarded the strongly and re- 
peatedly expressed unanimous opinion of this Board, in reference to the 
removal of our respected Chaplain, we now beg to request that gentleman 
to continue his official connexion -with this house as our Chaplain — 16 for 
and 2 against. 



No. 23. — Report from Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Galway, January 28, 1859. 

I have the honour to report, that in pursuance of the instructions con- 
veyed to me in your letter of the 25th instant, No. 2,132, I this day 
waited upon the Right Reverend Dr. M‘Evilly, Roman Catholic Bishop, 
and explained to him all the circumstances attending the removal of the 
Rev. Mr. Daly from the Chaplaincy of the Workhouse. 

Dr. M‘Evilly entered very fully into the case, but declined, for the 
present, to do more than promise that the spiritual wants of the Work- 
house inmates shall be attended to and cared for. 

In the course of a long and rather non-official conversation, he expressed 
himself to the effect, that he felt some difficulty in coming to an immediate 
decision with regard to the application which I had made to him, in con- 
sequence of the Commissioners having, on a former occasion, removed the 
same reverend gentleman from the Chaplaincy of the Workhouse, subse- 
quently withdrew their “ Order under Seal,” and reinstated him in the 
office from which they had, but a short time before, removed him ; and 
that if he, Dr. M‘Evilly, were, in the present instance, to act in a decisive 
manner, he could not be certain but that the Commissioners would adopt 
a similar course, and thereby embarrass him. • He further stated, that he 
was informed it was the intention of the Rev. Mr. Daly to question, by 
proceedings in the “ Queen’s Bench,” the Commissioners’ power to re- 
move him from the office of Chaplain, and that if he, Dr. M‘E\illy, were 
to act, pending those proceedings, it might be taken as a prejudging of the 
case. 
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I have every reason to believe that Dr. M>Evilly will not sustain the 
Rev. Mr. Daly, and that he will, perhaps, ere long, name one of the offici- 
ating clergymen of the parish in which Hie Workhouse is situate to the 
vacant office. 

If I might be permitted to offer a suggestion, it would be that no 
further step, so far as offering the Chaplaincy to one of the curates of the 
parish, be taken for at least one week, as the illegal resolution which was 
adopted by the Guardians, at their meeting on this day, may induce the 
Bishop to act in a decisive manner. 

The following is a copy of the resolution referred to : — 

“Moved by Bernard O’Flaherty, seconded by Thomas Cornmins— That 
the Commissioners having disregarded the strongly and repeatedly expressed 
unanimous opinion of this Board, in reference to the removal of our respected 
Chaplain, we now beg to request that gentleman to continue his official con- 
nexion with this house as our Chaplain Carried, 16 to 2.” 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

P- -Brodie. 

No. 24. — Report from Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners. 

Galway, January 30, 1859. 

Gentlemen, 

Adverting to my report of the 28th instant, on the subject of the 
interview which I had with the Right Rev. Dr. M‘Evilly, Roman Catholic 
Bishop, on that day, I now take leave to call your attention to the pub- 
lished report of the proceedings of the Galway Board of Guardians, at 
their meeting on Friday last, as also to an editorial article in reference 
thereto, and a memorandum purporting to be the particulars of a conversa- 
tion between the Bishop of Galway and Doctor Brodie, Poor Law Inspector 
on January the 28tli, touching the question of the Workhouse Chaplaincy. 

After the reading of the Commissioners’ letter of the 25th, enclosing 
copy of “ sealed, order,” removing the Rev. Mr. Daly from the Roman 
Catholic Chaplaincy of the Workhouse, the following question was put to 
me by Mr. Bernard O’Flaherty : — 

“ I would be glad to know from our Inspector if it would be against the 
law for Father Daly to say Mass in the Workhouse now, if we, the Guar- 
dians, asked him to say Mass there.” 

It immediately struck me that the question, coming from such a quarter, 
was put with a view to embarrass the Commissioners, in the event of the 
paupers being left without Mass on the following Sunday ; I, therefore, 
gave a very guarded reply. It was as follows : — 

“The only answer I can give you is to refer you to what occurred on a 
previous occasion, when the Rev. Mr. Daly was removed from the Chaplaincy 
by an ‘ Order under Seal.’ He did say Mass here ; but you will understand 
me as not giving any legal opinion whatever on the question.’’ 

I further added — 

“ That the Guardians were well aware that the Rev. Mr. Daly could not 
be paid for any services which he might render at the Workhouse subsequent 
to the date of the issue of the Order under Seal.” 

A resolution — copy of which I embodied in my report of the 28th — was 
then handed to the Chairman ; and finding that the Guardians were, in 
contravention of the law, about calling upon the Rev. Mr. Daly to con- 
tinue his official connexion with the house, as their Chaplain, I observed, 
as reported — 

“ That I was in a position to state, the spiritual wants of the Workhouse 
inmates would be cared for. ” 
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The resolution was then put and carried, on a division of 16 to 2. 
Now as regards the editorial article and the u Memorandum.” 

I had occasion to call at the Vindicator Office at an early hour on the 
following day, Saturday, and was asked by the editor of that paper if the 
statement made by me on the previous day was on the authority of the 
Bishop. I replied, that I made no mention, either directly or indirectly 
of the Bishop’s name, and repeated to him the exact words which I had 
made use of at the Board’s meeting on the previous day. The proprietor 
of the paper then observed, that the Bishop was under the impression that 
I had made the statement on his authority, and felt rather annoyed at it. 
I again repeated the words which I had used, and which were accurately 
taken down by his reporter at the Board’s meeting on the previous day. 
Judge, then, of my surprise on reading, in the Galway Vindicator , the 
editorial article and the memorandum before referred to. I take for 
granted that the latter was furnished by the Bishop, and it is satisfactory 
to me to find an admission of his having promised that “ the spiritual 
wants of the Workhouse inmates would not be neglected.” 

I trust that the course pursued by me will merit your approval, and 
have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Brodie. 



To the Boor Law Commissioners. 



Extract from the Galway Vindicator of Saturday, January 29, 
1859, enclosed in No. 24. 

The Chaplaincy of the Workhouse. 

“It appears from certain words used by Dr. Brodie yesterday, at the Poor- 
house, that our venerated Bishop had authorized him to declare that the 
spiritual wants of the inmates would be cared for in the event of Father Daly 
being discontinued as Chaplain. A general impression prevailed, for a time, 
that the Right Rev. Dr. M ‘Evilly would lend his sanction to the appointment 
of another Chaplain. We need not say that this statement was without any 
foundation. We are fighting those Poor Law despots in the cause of the 
religious liberty of Ireland, and it would not be the course for a Catholic 
Bishop to hinder or mar such a contest for the rights of the people. We have 
now authority to state that the Bishop has not interfered in this controversy, 
only in as much that provision should be made for the religious instruction 
of the poor, until some settl ement shall have been arrived at. He does not 
sanction any new appointment, nor has he given jurisdiction to another 
clergyman to officiate in the room of Father Daly. 

“ We again express a strong hope that the Guardians will unflinchingly 
discharge their duty to the public. Their Chaplain lias not committed auy 
official act to disentitle him to their confidence ; and they would be the 
merest slaves of a Poor Law despotism if they submitted to the ukase of the 
irresponsible triumvirate. 

“ The following is the memorandum of a conversation which took place 
between the Bishop and Dr. Brodie : — 

“Memorandum of a Conversation between the Bishop of Galway and 
Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, on yesterday, January 28, touching 
the question of the Workhouse Chaplaincy. 

“1st. The Bishop told Dr. Brodie that, pending the unpleasant contro- 
versy between the Very Rev. Peter Daly, appointed by the Board of Guar- 
dians, and the Commissioners, he would see that the spiritual wants of the 
poor would not be neglected. In this lie expressly stated, that he would not 
promise that they would have Mass in the Workhouse. 

“2ndly. The Bishop declared, in the most explicit terms, that, pending 
the controversy, he would do nothing in the way of permanent arrangement 
that would tend to prejudge the case. 

“3rdly. The Bishop by no means sanctioned any new appointment, nor 
has he given any other party jurisdiction as Chaplain of the Workhouse.” 
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No. 25. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians 
Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 
Sir, February 3, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland have had under consideration the Resolution passed at 
the meeting of the Guardians of Galway Union, on the 28th ultimo on 
the subject of the removal of the Rev. Peter Daly from the office of 
Roman Catholic Chaplain to the Workhouse, containing a request to Mr. 
Daly to continue his official connexion with the Workhouse as Chaplain. 

With regard to this Resolution the Commissioners desire to state that 
the Commissioners are in communication with the Roman Catholic Bishop, 
through their Inspector, Dr. Brodie, in reference to the appointment of a 
successor in the Chaplaincy. 

Until such appointment is made there can be no recognised Roman 
Catholic Chaplain to the Workhouse, nor can any payment be made by 
the authority of the Guardians in recognition of the performance of the 
duties of the Chaplaincy. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of the Board of Guardians, Galway Union. 



No. 26. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 4th Feb., 1859. 
% The following Report was read from the Master’s Journal : — 
“Sunday, 30th January, 18.59 “Divine service celebrated by the Pro- 

testant Chaplain to the Workhouse. “The Roman Catholic inmates were 
without the celebration of Mass on this day.” 

Read No. 2,686/59, letter from Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 
3rd February, on the subject of the resolution passed at the meeting of 
the Board of Guardians, on the 28th ultimo, containing a request to Mr. 
Daly to continue his official connexion with the Workhouse, as Chaplain, 
in which the Commissioners state that they are in communication with 
the Roman Catholic Bishop, through their Inspector, Dr. Brodie, in refer- 
ence to the appointment of a successor in the Chaplaincy, and that, until 
such appointment is made, there can be no recognised Roman Catholic 
Chaplain to the W orkhouse ; nor can any payment be made, bv the autho- 
rity of the Guardians, in recognition of the performance of the duties of 
the Chaplaincy. 

Read the following letter from the Rev. Peter Daly, addressed to John 
Harrison, Esq., late Honorary Clerk to the Guardians, in reference to the 
resolution passed by the Board, on the 28th ultimo. 

u St. Vincent’s-avenue, 

“ My Dear Sir, “February 3, 1859. 

‘ ‘ My absence from home, until this day, prevented my earlier reply to 
your kind note of the 29th ultimo. 

‘ ‘ I now beg of you to offer my grateful acknowledgments to the Guar- 
dians for their appreciation of my long, and, at one period, very arduous 
efforts as Chaplain of the Galway Union, and to assure them that I will 
cheerfully act in the same capacity as they desire, and endeavour to sustain 
the rights of my parish and station against the tyranny that would attempt 
to degrade me. It is indeed a consolation that the men who work for the 
poor without reward, and who are daily witnesses of the performance of every 
duty belonging to my office, should so kindly, and justly, and firmly sustain 
a persecuted officer of their establishment, simply because he has the feelings 
of a free and independent man. Many thanks for your kind note. 

“Very truly yours, 

(Signed,) “ Peter Daly, Chaplain of the Galway Union.” 

Ordered to be inserted on the Minutes. 
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No. 27 — Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Brodie. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, February 16, 1859. 

Adverting to your Report of the 28th ultimo, stating the result of 
your interview with the Right Rev. Dr. M‘Evilly, Roman Catholic Bishop, 
relating to the appointment of a Clergyman to the Roman Catholic Chap- 
laincy of Galway Union Workhouse, the Commissioners for administering 
the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland request that you will have the 
' goodness to renew your communication with the Roman Catholic Bishop ; 
and, in the event of Dr. M‘Evilly not being prepared to make any recom- 
mendation on the subject of the appointment, that you will proceed to 
offer the Chaplaincy to the senior of the Roman Catholic Clergymen act- 
ing as such in the parish in which the Workhouse is situate ; and, in the 
event of refusal, to each of them in succession. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, Galway. 



No. 28. — Report from Dr. Brodie to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Galway, February 17, 1859. 

In pursuance of the instructions conveyed in your letter of yesterday’s 
date, No. 3,226, I this day waited upon the Right Rev. Dr. M ‘Evilly, 
Roman Catholic Bishop, and renewed my communication with him, rela- 
tive to the appointment of a clergyman to the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy 
of Galway Union Workhouse. He, as on a former occasion, received me 
in a most courteous manner, and requested of me to state to the Poor 
Law Commissioners that, “pending the controversy between them and 
the Rev. Mr. Daly, he will not interfere; the more especially as the spiri- 
tual wants of the Workhouse inmates are being attended to by that rev- 
erend gentleman.” 

The Bishop having thus declined to interfere in the matter, I waited 
upon the senior officiating curate of the parish in which the Workhouse 
is situate, and tendered to him the office of Chaplain. He requested of 
me not to press him for an immediate answer, but to allow him time to 
consult with his colleague ; I at once acceded to what appeared to me to 
be a reasonable request. 

He promised to give me a definite answer on Saturday next, which I 
shall in due course communicate to you. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Brodie. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 29. — Report from Dr. Brodie to the Commissioners. 
Gentlemen, Galway, February 19, 1859. 

Adverting to your communication to me of the 16th instant, No. 
3,226, and to my reply thereto of the following day’s date, in which I 
detailed the result of my interview with the Right Rev. Dr. M‘Evilly, as 
also with the Rev. Mr. Phew, the senior officiating curate of the parish in 
which the Galway Union Workhouse is situate, I have now the honour 
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to report for your information, that I, this day, waited by appointment 
upon the latter named clergyman to whom I had on the 17th instant 
offered the Chaplaincy of the Workhouse, and who upon that occasion 
requested of me not to press him for an immediate or definite answer until 
after he had consulted on the subject with his colleague. In the interview 
which I had with him on this day he declined to accept of the Chaplaincy. 
I then, in accordance with your directions, proceeded to offer it to the 
Rev. Mr. Good, the other clergyman officiating in the parish ; he also 
declined the offer on the grounds, as stated by him, “ of liis unwillingness 
to place himself in antagonism to the Board of Guardians.” 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Brodie. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 30 . — Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Brodie. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, February 21, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 1 9th inst., of 
the result of your interviews with the Roman Catholic Clergymen officiat- 
ing in the parish in which the Galway Union Workhouse is situate, on 
the subject of the Chaplaincy of the Workhouse ; and the Commissioners 
request that you will have the goodness to report to them whether the 
Rev. Mr. Daly is exercising the office of Roman Catholic Chaplain of the 
Workhouse, and to lay before them such information in proof thereof as 
you may be enabled to procure. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, Galway. 



No. 31 . — Report from Dr. Brodie to the Commissioners. 

Genteemen, February 24, 1859. 

In reply to your letter of the 21st inst., No. 4,361, requesting of me 
to report “ whether the Rev. Mr. Daly is exercising the office of Roman 
Catholic Chaplain of the Workhouse, and to lay before you such informa- 
tion in proof thereof as I may be enabled to procure,” I have now the 
honour to submit the following: — 

On Friday the 28th January, the Board of Guardians passed a resolu- 
tion of which the following is a copy : 

Moved by Bernard O’Flaherty, seconded by Thomas Commins— “That 
the Commissioners having disregarded the strongly and repeatedly expressed 
unanimous opinion of this Board in reference to the removal of our respected 
Chaplain, we now beg to request that gentleman to continue his official con- 
nexion with this house as our Chaplain.” 

In reply to this resolution the Rev. Mr. Daly, on the 3rd February, 
addressed a letter to the gentleman who was then acting as “ Honorary 
Clerk” of the Union, of which the following is a copy: 

“St. Yincent’s-avenue, 

‘ ‘ My Dear Sir, “ February 3, 1 859. 

“My absence from home, until this day, prevented my earlier reply to 
your kind note of the 29th ultimo. 
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t[ T now beg of you to offer my grateful acknowledgments to the Guardians 
to their appreciation of my long, and, at one period, very arduous efforts as 
Ptonlain of the Galway Union ; and to assure them that I will cheerfully act 
in the same capacity, as they desire and endeavour to sustain the rights of 
"srisli and station against the tyranny that would attempt to degrade me. 
t is indeed a consolation that the men who work for the poor without reward, 
nil who are daily witnesses of the performance of every duty belonging to 
office should so kindly, and justly, and firmly sustain a persecuted officer 
nf their establishment, simply because he has the feelings of a free and inde- 
pendent man. Many thanks for your kind note. 
v “Very truly yours, 

“Peter Daly, Chaplain of Galway Union.’’ 



Since the date of the foregoing letter, the Eev. Mr. Daly lias discharged 
the usual duties of Chaplain, and has, after the celebration of Mass, on 
each Sunday, made an entry in his (non handwriting, m the Chaplain’s Book. 
The following are copies of the entries 

“ Celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

“Peter Daly, Ch. 

“February 6.— The Irish Catechism taught under my care, by my Clerk. 

“Peter Daly, Ch." 

“February 13. — Celebrated tlie Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 

“Peter Daly, Ch. 

“February 20. Celebrated the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, administered 

the Holy Communion, and preached from St. Matthew. 14th chapter. 

J “Peter Daly, Ch. 

“ The Irish Catechism taught under my care by my Clerk. 

“Peter Daly, Ch. 

Should any further evidence be required, the officers of the house will, 
as a matter of course, be able to supply it. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Brodie. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 32. — Extract from Guabdians’ Minutes, dated 1st April, 1 859. 

The finance business being before the Board, it was proposed by G. E. 
Hare, Esq., seconded by the Honourable Mr. Campbell, and resolved— 
“ That the salary of the Eev. Peter Daly be paid, up to the date of his 
removal by a sealed order.” _ 

The Guardians having divided on this resolution, there appeared tor it, 
14 ; against it, 22. The resolution was declared lost. 



No. 33.— Extbaot from Guabdians’ Minutes, dated 8th April, 1859. 

The following letter from the Eev. Peter Daly was read :— 

“St. Vincent’s-avenue, 

“ Gentlemen, “ April 8, 1859. 

“ There being half a-year’s salary due to me as Chaplain, on the 25th day 
of March, I would respectfully request you to pay it to-day, if your l'unds 
will permit you to do so conveniently, as a portion of it is to he paid to my 
coadjutors, who serve in the parish and in the establishment. 

“I have, &c,, 

“Peter Daly, Chaplain. 

“To the Guardians of the Galway Union.” 
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Upon this letter being read, it was proposed by Thomas Commins, Esq 
and seconded by Joseph Grealy, Esq., and resolved — “ That the Roman 
Catholic Chaplain of the Galway Union Workhouse be paid his salary 
due and ending the 25th March last, his official duties having hJn 
punctually performed.” 

Dr. Brodie drew attention to the Commissioners’ letter of the 3rd 
February last (on the subject of the resolution passed at the meeting of 
the Guardians, on the 28th of January last), in which the Commissioners 
state that they are in communication with the Roman Catholic Bishop 
through their Inspector, in reference to the appointment of a successor in 
the Chaplaincy, and that, until such appointment is made, there can be no 
recognised Roman Catholic Chaplain to the Workhouse, nor can any 
payment be made by the authority of the Guardians, in recognition of the 
performance of the duties of the Chaplaincy. 

The Guardians divided on the resolution ; when there appeared for it 
9 — namely, Joseph Grealy, James Davis, E. D. Burth, Thomas Commins* 
John Redington, Thomas Redington, Thomas Kyne, Malachy J. Ryanj 
Francis B. Foster, j.p. ; against it, 8 — viz., Thomas Skilling, J. W. Cu- 
sack, George Morris, j.p., G. E. Hare, j.p., The Honourable Mr. Camp- 
bell, Robert Stephens, James Blake, Pierce Joyce, j.p. 

The resolution was declared earned by a majority of one, and a cheque 
ordered to be drawn, in favour of the Rev. Mr. Daly, for the sum of £35 
half year’s salary to the 25th March last. 



No. 34 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, April 14, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland observe, by the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Guardians of 
Galway Union of Friday last, the 8th instant, that, in compliance with a 
demand made by the Rev. Peter Daly, late Roman Catholic Chaplain of 
the Workhouse, for payment of salary as Chaplain to the 25th March 
last, a majority of the Guardians present determined to pay the salary to 
the 25th March accordingly. In making this payment, the Guardians 
were perfectly aware that the difference between the amount of salary due 
to the 24tli January (the date of Mr. Daly’s dismissal by a Sealed Order 
of the Commissioners) and the amount of the cheque given to the Rev. 
Mr. Daly was an illegal payment. In an ordinary case of this nature the 
Commissioners would draw the Auditor’s attention to the item, with a 
view to the disallowance of that part of it which is illegal ; and after such 
disallowance, the Auditor would be enabled to recover the sum disallowed 
by him under the provisions of the 28th section of the 10th Vic. c. 31. 

The circumstances of this case, however, are not of an ordinary cha- 
racter. It was in pursuance of a request deliberately made to him by the 
Board of Guardians that the Rev. Mr. Daly illegally usurped the office of 
Chaplain, and exercised its functions. He has now, by an act of the 
Board of Guardians, done in wilful contravention of the law, illegally 
received and appropriated the emoluments of that office. 

The Commissioners believe, as at present advised, that they will be 
justified in treating this misapplication of the Poor Rates of Galway 
Union as a breach of trust on the part of certain members of the Board 
of Guardians; and their present intention is to proceed against those 
Guardians in a Court of Equity, by way of Information, according to the 
precedents furnished by the cases of the Bill filed in Chancery against 
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the Guardians of Bolton Union, in England, and a similar proceeding 
ainst certain Guardians of the Haas Union, in Ireland. 

Proceedings will also be taken, in the Court of Queen’s Bench, against 
the lice. Mr. Daly, by an Information in the nature of a guv warranto, 
as illegally usurping the office of Roman Catholic Chaplain of the Galway 
Union” and the Solicitors of the Commissioners have been instructed to 
take the- necessary steps accordingly. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Presiding Chairman 
of the Board of Guardians, of Galway Union. 



35 Extract from Guardian s’ Minutes, dated 15th April, 1859. 

Read Poor Law Commissioners’ letter, dated the 14th inst., relative to 
the payment of salary, to the 25tli ultimo, made at the meeting held on 
the 8th inst., to the Rev. Peter Daly, late Roman Catholic Chaplain of 
the Workhouse. „ , . . . a , 

After some discussion on the subject of this letter, it was proposed by 
Thomas Commins, Esq., and seconded by Joseph Grealy, Esq.-- “That 
as the Commissioners have refused to withdraw their sealed order in regard 
to the Rev. Mr. Daly, we hereby call upon them to appoint a Catholic 
Chaplain to discharge the duties of the said office.” 

A poll was taken when there appeared for the resolution 6 — against it 
8. The resolution was accordingly declared lost. 

The following resolution was proposed by John Harrison, Esq., seconded 
by A. W. Blake, Esq., and— “ Resolved, that a special meeting of the 
Board be summoned for this day fortnight to take into consideration the 
Commissioners’ letter with respect to the Rev. Mr. Daly.” Carried 
unanimously. 



Ro.36. Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, April 28, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland have learned from the Minutes of the Guardians of Galway 
Union, of the 15tli instant, that a special meeting of the Guardians has 
been summoned for Friday the 29th instant, to consider the letter of the 
Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, of the 14th, apprizing them ol 
the legal proceedings the Commissioners are compelled to adopt in reference 
to the Rev. Mr. Daly’s illegal usurpation of the office of Roman Catholic 
Chaplain of the Workhouse, and the payment of salary to him, by the 
Guardians, in respect of that office, for a period subsequent to his removal 
from it. 

As the Annual General Election has recently taken place, and some 
members of the Board may be present at the special meeting who took no 
part in the former proceedings on the subject, the Commissioners wish to 
place before the Board the state of the question which they have been 
specially summoned to consider. _ 

Under the provisions of the 48th section of 1 & 2 Vic. cap. 56, the Com- 
missioners believe that they possess the power of removing a Chaplain of 
a Workhouse. They have exercised that power on various occasions, and 
if any doubt could at any time exist upon the construction of the statute, 
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sucli doubt must have ceased since the exercise of that power was brought 
before the Court of Queen’s Bench, in the case of the Queen at the 
prosecution of the Rev. T. McCarthy against the Poor Law Commissioners 
The Commissioners do not enter on the subject of their reasons for re- 
moving the Rev. Mr. Daly, further than to say that those reasons are con- 
fined to the terms of the letter written by him to the Guardians -which 
bears date the 31st December last. If the grounds of that proceeding 
were inadequate, they in no way affect the legal validity of the order of 
removal, but would in that case bring a deserved censure upon the conduct 
of the Commissioners for an improper exercise of their authority. No such 
censure has reached the Commissioners from any quarter, although the 
correspondence was fully laid before Parliament on the 4th of March last. 

The course adopted by the Board of Guardians, on the occasion of the 
sealed order removing Mr. Daly being placed before them, involved a 
direct resistance to the authority of the Commissioners, and a manifest 
infraction of the law, which it is their public duty as ex-officio or elected 
guardians to administer ; and it is to their present position in this respect 
that the Commissioners wish to call the attention of the Guardians at their 
special meeting on Friday next. 

The resolution passed on the occasion referred to was the follow- 
ing, moved by Mr. Bernard O’Flaherty, and seconded by Mr. Thomas 
Commins : — 

“ That the Commissioners having disregarded the strongly and repeatedly 
expressed unanimous opinion of the Board in reference to the removal of our 
respected Chaplain, we now beg to request that gentleman to continue his 
official connexion with this house as our Chaplain.” 

To that resolution must be attributed the illegal course since pursued 
by the Rev. Mr. Daly and the Guardians themselves ; by the former in 
usurping an office to which he has no legal title, and by the latter in 
illegally voting a payment from the poor rates to Mr. Daly in respect 
of that office. 

The necessary consequence has been a commencement of legal proceed- 
ings by the Commissioners which are not likely to terminate until the 
Guardians have altered the position in which they stand at present, by 
rescinding the resolution above referred to. 

It is true that no notice of motion to rescind that resolution has been 
given ; but the Commissioners call the attention of the Guardians to the 
terms of the 1 3th Article of the General Regulations, which, in requiring 
fourteen days’ notice of a motion, to rescind a resolution previously adopted, 
excepts expressly the case in which the Guardians are requested by the 
Commissioners to rescind such resolution. 

The Commissioners, therefore, in pursuance of the terms of that article, 
hereby request the Guardians to rescind their resolution of the 28th 
January, 1859, by which they called on the Rev. Mr. Daly to continue 
his official connexion with the Workhouse as one of its Chaplains. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk of the Board of Guardians, 

Galway Union. 



No. 37. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 29 th April, 1 859. 

After considerable discussion the following resolution was proposed and 
carried ; Mr. Cusack and Captain Hare protesting against it : — 
Proposed by Sir Thomas N. Redington, seconded by A. W. Blake, 
Esq — That, considering that the Rev. Mr. Daly has never shown himself 
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unfit or incompetent to discharge the duties of Chaplain of this Union, 
and that he has not refused or neglected to discharge the duties of that 
office • and the Commissioners having, for three months, failed to appoint 
a proper person to discharge the duties of Chaplain, they be requested to 
call on the Rev. Mr. Daly to resume his office. 



jf 0i 3S. Repoet from Dr. Bkodie to the Commissioners. 

.Gentlemen, Galway, April 29, 1859. 

I attended the meeting of the Board of Guardians of Galway Union, 

held on this day, and have to report— . , . 

That there was a large attendance of Guardians, including 10 ex-officio 
members of the Board. 

That when the Commissioners’ letter of yesterday s date, on the subject 
of the Guardians’ proceedings, in regard to the removal of the Rev. Mr. 
Daly from the office of Roman Catholic Chaplain to the Workhouse, 
ivas'read, Sir Thomas Redington— after a rather lengthened statement, in 
which lie found fault with the course pursued by the Commissioners, the 
conduct of the Board of Guardians, and of the Rev. Mr. Daly— moved a 
resolution of which the following is a copy :— 

“That, considering that the Rev. Mr. Daly has never shown himself un- 
fit or incompetent to discharge the duties of Chaplain of this Union, and that 
lie has not refused or neglected to discharge the duties of that office; and 
the Commissioners having, for three months, failed to appoint a proper per- 
son to discharge the duties of Chaplain, they he requested to allow the liev. 
Mr. Daly to resume his office.’’ 

This resolution was seconded by Andrew Blake, .Esq., ill. 

Mr. Cusack moved an amendment, which was seconded by E. C. Burke, 
to the effect, “That the Guardians’ resolution of the 28th January be 
rescinded.” 

Mr. E. C. Burke, previous to the resolution of Sir Thomas Redmgtou 
being put from the Chair, withdrew his name as seconder of the amend- 
ment. The resolution was then put from the Chair, and declared carried; 
Messrs. Cusack and Hare being the only dissentients. 

At a subsequent stage of the Board’s proceedings, Mr. Cusack handed 
in a protest, of which the following is a copy : — 



“We, the undersigned, hereby protest against the resolution moved by 
SirT. Redington, and seconded by Andrew Blalce, Esq., n.L., as being cal- 
culated to promote a resistance to the authority of the Boor Law Commis- 
sioners, and that just administration of the law which it is our duty and 
interest to support.” „ 

Signed, J. Cusack, 

A. Hare, 

T. Skilling. 



Sir Thomas Redington and other members of the Board objected to 
the protest being received or entered on the Minutes. 

Mr. Cusack expressed his intention to forward a copy of the protest to 
the Commissioners. .. , 

During the discussion on the Rev. Mr. Daly’s case, I explained to tlie 
Guardians the true cause of his removal from the Chaplaincy. 

I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

T. Brodie. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



I 
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No. 39 Letter from Mr. J. W. Cosack, (a Member of the Board 

of Guardians,) to the Commissioners. 

' Knoi'kham', Galway, April 29, 1859 , 

Gentlemen, 

I beg to enclose a protest which I, this day, laid before the Board 
of Guardians of the Galway Union, with a request that the same might 
be entered on the Minutes. The Board having declined to comply -with 
my request, I informed them that I would forward it to you. 

I remain, Gentlemen, yours obediently, 

J. W. Cusack, 

To the Commissioners for administering 
the Laws for the Relief of the Poor. 



Protest enclosed in No. 39. 

. “We, the undersigned, hereby protest against the resolution moved by 
Sir Thomas Redington, and seconded by Andrew W. Blake, Esq., as being 
calculated to promote a resistance to the authority of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, and that just administration of the law which it is both our duty and 
interest to support.” 

J. W. Cusack, 
Gustavus Hare, 
Thomas Skilling. 



No. 40.-^Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of 
Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Si:r, May 5, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the' Poor 
ih Ireland acknowledge the resolution of the Guardians of Galway Union, 
df the 29th April last in reply to the request of the Commissioners that 
the Guardians would rescind their resolution of the 28th January, calling 
on the Rev. Mr. Daly to continue his official connexion with the Guar- 
dians, as a Chaplain of the Workhouse, notwithstanding his removal from 
that office by the Commissioners. 

The present resolution is thus recorded on the Minutes : — 

“Proposed by Sir Thos. N. Redington, seconded by A. W. Blake, Esq.— 
That, considering that the Rev. Mr. Daly has never shown himself unfit or 
incompetent to discharge the duties of Chaplain of this Union, and that he 
has not refused or neglected to discharge the duties of that office ; and the 
Commissioners having, for three months, failed to appoint a proper person to 
discharge the duties of Chaplain, they be requested to call on the Rev. Mr. 
Daly to resume his office.” 

In reply, the Commissioners feel compelled to state, that this resolution 
appears to them neither well-timed nor consistent ; the Guardians being 
aware, when they passed it, that the Commissioners were engaged in legal 
proceedings against Mr. Daly, in order to compel him to relinquish the 
privileges of an office of which he is endeavouring to hold adverse possession, 
in pursuance of the request of the Guardians themselves, but in defiance 
of the authority of the Commissioners, and of the law by which the office 
in question was created. 

The Guardians observe that Mr. Daly 44 has never shown himself unfit 
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or incompetent to discharge the duties of a Chaplain of the Union,” and 
if this observation relates merely to the competency and fitness of Mr. 
Daly, as a clergyman, the Commissioners cannot express any opinion 
different from that of the Guardians, having no jurisdiction on that point ; 
but there is another sense applicable to the word “ fitness,” and, therefore, 
to the word “ unfitness,” as was clearly established by the judgment of the 
Court of Queen's Bench, in the case of the Queen versus the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, on the prosecution of the Rev. F. M‘Carthy. 

On the very few occasions, not exceeding four, on which the Commis- 
sioners have found it necessary to remove a Chaplain, either of the 
Established Church, or the Roman Catholic Church, by Order under sedt, 
on account of his conduct, the grounds of that proceeding have not been 
unfitness or incompetency in a clerical sense, but unfitness in the sense oi 
having committed some great official impropriety, or having adopted a 
course of persevering contumacy, or having acted in open defiance and 
contempt of the authority of the Commissioners, and of the law which 
created the office of Workhouse Chaplain. 

All these elements of misconduct are combined in the case of the Rev. 
Mr Daly, and, in order to satisfy the Guardians that the formal mode of 
removal, ’as well as the grounds of removal, differ in no way from the 
official precedents in this department, the Commissioners forward, for 
their information, a copy of an Order dated 12th September, 1848, re- 
moving the Rev. Luke Ryan from the office of Roman Catholic Chaplain 
of the' Tuam Union, on the ground of “ Contumacy, and a violation of thS 
implied conditions on which he accepted his office from the Commissioners.” 

This Order, it will be seen, was signed, in his capacity of Poor Law 
Commissioner, by Sir Thomas Redington, the mover of the present reso- 
lution. . . . ' 

The Commissioners are aware of the very high estimation m which the 
character of Mr. Daly is held, for his public services as a citizen of the 
town of Galway ; conscious of the influence which he thus possesses in the 
Union, the reverend gentleman ventured, on a former not very remote occa- 
sion, to stigmatise a resolution of the Guardians (requiring his presence 
at the Board,) as “ a dastardly insult to himself, which he repelled with 
contempt and scorn, and as an act of cowardly espionage which it was 
shameful to see countenanced by personsin authority ; and, on these grounds, 

. declined to attend the meeting of the Guardians, in his capacity of Chap- 
lain ; ” adding, that “ if he attended that meeting from curiosity, it would 
he to observe the proceedings, as a large rate-payer of a tax which he did 
not consider to be well administered.” The Commissioners having re- 
moved Mr. Daly, by an Order under seal, for his refusal to retract this 
offensive language, the Guardians proceeded, at a subsequent meeting, to 
lament the precipitancy of that step, and to request the Commissioners to 
withdraw their Order of removal, rejecting an amendment by which it 
was proposed that Mr. Daly should, at the same time, be called on to with- 
draw his offensive expressions. . 

The Commissioners bring these finds to the recollection of the Guar- 
dians because they think it their duty to point out to them that they are 
sacrificing the respect which they owe to themselves, as a public body, to 
the respect which they entertain for Mr. Daly, in other relations than that 
in which he stands toward them as an officer of the Union ; and the h orn - 
missioners have been desirous, at the same time, to take the opportunity of 
observing that, although on Mr. Daly’s finally retracting liis offensive 
language to the Guardians they reinstated him in the office of Chaplain 
on the former occasion, they cannot consent that the present proceedings 
should terminate in the same way. . . , 

The course of defiance pm-sued by Mr. Daly towards the Commissioners 

I 2 
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authority is not limited to the terms of his letter of 31st December last 
but has since developed itself in a series of illegal acts, terminating with 
his demand and receipt of the salary of an olfice of which he had been 
legally deprived. 

There is no future state of circumstances, therefore, under which the 
Commissioners would feel themselves justified in re-appointing Mr. Daly 
to the Chaplaincy of Galway Union, as they believe they could not do so 
without risking the future harmony of the proceedings in administration 
of relief in Galway Union particularly, and without presenting to public 
notice an example which might tend to impair, by its effect, the harmony 
which prevails, with little exception, throughout Ireland, between the 
Commissioners, the Boards of Guardians, and the Roman Catholic Clergy, 
in the administration of the Poor Law. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, 

Galway Union. 



No. 41 .— Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Brodie. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, May 5, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor 
in Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 29th ult., of the 
proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Galway Union, at their meeting 
on that day, with reference to the removal of the Rev. Peter Dal)' from 
the office of Roman Catholic Chaplain of the Workhouse ; and the Com- 
missioners forward to you herewith a copy of a letter which they have this 
day addressed to the Board of Guardians on the subject. 

Tou will perceive that the last paragraph of this letter has an important 
bearing on the ground which the Bishop assigned to you for not interfer- 
ing with the case, by recommending a clergyman for appointment. 

However, as proceedings are still pending in the Court of Queen’s Bench 
between the Commissioners and Mr. Daly, it may be desirable to await 
the issue before any further application is made to the Bishop on the 
subject. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

To Dr. Brodie, Poor Law Inspector, 

Galway.. 



No. 42. — Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commis- 
sioners. 

Board Room, Galway, 

Gentlemen, May 6, 1859. 

On reading the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of the 29 th ult. 
my attention -\vas drawn by Dr. Brodie to the words “ call on” appearing 
in the Minute of the letter, in reference to the Kev. Mr. Daly, instead of 
the word “ allow,” and on referring to the original resolution it appeared 
most like “ call on,” but from recollection Dr. Brodie stated the word 
should be “ allow” — the Minutes were, by direction of the Board, so 
amended. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




133 



Ko.MO-43.] of Rev. Peter Paly: Galway Union. 

r jinne therefore, you will be good enough to direct that the Copy 
Minutes forwarded by me on the 3Uth ult. be altered accordingly. 

" I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Daniel Cahmody, 

Clerk of Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



-Memorandum on tlie Proposed Alterations oi the 

Poor Law and Medical Charities Acts. 

1 Lands heretofore vested in the Commissioners to he vested in Boards of 

Guardians. It is proposed to give the legal estate m the Workhouses and 

other real property of the Union, heretofore vested in the Commissioners 
to the Boards of Guardians. This will have the effect of placing the Irish 
Boards in the same position, in this respect, as the English Boards, and is 
necessary to alter a state of affairs which is quite anomalous. . 

At present the Commissioners have all the responsibilities of ownership, 
but are wholly dependent upon the Guardians for funds, and the Guardians 
have absolute possession of the premises, but neither as owners 01 tenants 
This position is attended by difficulty in all transactions which result in 

legal process, the only remedy for which appears to be the Lmisfei pro- 
posed! subject to certain securities against any misuse of the Woikliouse 
Lperty. J Generally Boards of Guardians have not objected to rennbuise 
the Commissioners for legal expenses incurred by them about Union pro- 
perty • but the G uardians of Middleton Union, m a case in which a valu- 
able property was secured to them by legal process on the part of the 
Commissioners, undertaken at their desire, repudiate liability for the costs 
and the late law officers of the Crown advised the Commissioners that 
there was no legal remedy which would enable the Commissioners to 

‘XrsimilL^nanner the Guardians of Clonmel Union have repudiated 
the payment of sums expended by the Commissioners in litigation with 
the contractor for building the Workhouse ; and a suit is now pending 
between the Commissioners and the Guardians with a view of compe 1 g 
the Guardians to reimburse the Commissioners for those payments. 

In a still more recent case the Guardians of Armagh Union have de- 
manded the conduct of a suit by their solicitor, m which suit the Commis- 
sioners are the responsible parties; and there is little doubt that the 
necessary refusal of the Commissioners to intrust a suit for which they ai e 
officially responsible to any other than their own solicitors will expose 
them to the risk of costs at the expense of their olhce funds. 

2. Belief to Orphans and Deserted Children up to a certain 
proposed to authorize and require Boards of Guardians to P™vide rdief 
for orphans and deserted children up to a certain age out of the Work 
house The grounds on which this provision lias been recommended by 
the Commissioners arc set forth in a letter to the Lords J^tices^ dated 
12th May 1857, a copy of which will bo found annexed (A) , and with 
the viewof endeavouring to discover the parties guilty of the desertion 
and also of guarding against collusion with the parents of the chddf it is 
proposed to accompany this provision with clauses requiring the Master of 
the Workhouse and the Relieving Officers, immediately on becoimng aware 
of any case of desertion, to make known the jptiento Ae 

nearest Constabulary station; and also to reqmre the parties presenting 
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any deserted child for relief to make a declaration stating all which such 
person may know regarding the finding of the child, its parentage, and the 
residence of its father or mother. 

3. Buildings not occupied at the time the Rate is made to he chargeable 
with a portion of the Rate only , proportioned to the time during which thee 
may he occupied. — It is proposed to provide for an alteration of the law 
regarding unoccupied houses which has long been called for, and which is 
the only apparent remedy for the universal doubt and uncertainty now 
existing and arising from conflicting legal decisions on the subject. At 
the present time the Commissioners are obliged, instead of recommendino 
a uniform course, to advise the Guardians of Unions to conduct the ratine 
of unoccupied houses in accordance with the known decisions of the 
Assistant Barrister of the District, as it has been found impracticable 
hitherto to obtain a decision of the highest tribunal which would afford a 
rule applicable to all cases. The opinion which most generally prevails at 
the bar, and especially among the assistant barristers, is, that a building 
not occupied at the time of signing the rate cannot be legally rated, con- 
sequently the whole rate, whether for a year or less period, is wholly lost. 
The effect of the alteration now proposed will be to render such premises 
liable to rate during occupation, and no further; exempting them alto- 
gether if unoccupied during the entire of the period to which the rate 
applies ; but charging them, if occupied during any part of such period 
with a portion of the rate proportioned to the period during which they 
may have been occupied. 

4. Preference at present given to County Cess Collectors as Collectors of 
Poor Rates to be abolished.— It is proposed to repeal so much of the 73rd 
section of the Irish Poor Relief Act as gives to County Cess Collectors a 
right to be appointed Poor-rate Collectors in preference to other persons. 
This proposal involves a change which is of great practical importance 
and very urgently required, inasmuch as the Commissioners have, in order 
to meet the requirements of that section, felt constrained to throw open 
the appointment of Collector on the making of every successive rate, and 
the old, tried, and trustworthy Collectors have thus been obliged to en- 
counter a competition which is most injurious to this heretofore well- 
conducted branch of the Poor Law service. This evil has lately been 
aggravated by the income tax, for the collection of which poundage is 
paid, and for which Poor-rate Collectors and County Cess Collectors me 
eligible. The Cess Collectors often now claim the poor-rate collection, 
and will sometimes accept it for an almost nominal poundage in order to 
secure the collection of income tax. Independently, however, of tie 
income tax, it is obvious that a tried and good Collector should, like any 
other officer, hold his office during good behaviour. A letter from the 
Chairman of the Londonderry Board of Guardians, which sets forth the 
inconveniences of the present practice, is annexed (B). 

It is proposed to make several alterations in important matter’s of detailin 
relation to the election of Guardians, namely : — 

5. Provision for better description of property and interest in claims to vote 
made by non-occupying Rate-payers. — It is proposed to require non-occu- 
pying rate-payers to give a better description of the property in respect of 
which they claim to vote than at present, by the adoption of a provision 
which was contained in a bill which was brought into the House of Com- 
mons by the present Lord Chancellor and Mr. Grogan in 1856, the object 
being to facilitate the identification of the property out of which the claim 
to vote is made, and the interest which the party claiming has in the pro- 
perty. The law, as it now stands, merely requires “ the description of the 
property” to be given (see. 1 and 2 Vic. cap. 56, sec. 84, and 6 and 7 
Vic. cap. 92, sec. 24.) In practice tbe Commissioners have always felt 
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Hio-pd to hold that these words mean such a description of the property 
Sd serve for its identification ; but it is frequently found, on inquiry 
L 0 disputed elections, that parties by whom claims are made hare not 
tafthe same reading of the words. Cases are of frequent occurrence 
?Hich the ririit to rote is disputed because the claim does not give the 
>n of the house (if in a street) out of which the claim is made ; or 
because the word “upper” or “lower,” “great” or “little” rs omitted 
ivhere there are two streets of the same name so distinguished , 01 because 
the name of the townland or the name of the parish is not given at all or 
Tnot riven correctly-the locally recognised name being given, and that 
name being different from the legally recognised name according to the 
nr finance survey. It seems very desirable that some guide should be 
afforded by Act of Parliament as to what is to be regarded as the de- 
scription of the property,” and that some more definite statement of the 
interest of the party claiming than is at present held to be necessary 

should also be made imperative. . , . 

' R Duration of claims to vote, by non-occupyirig Rate-payers and their 
proxies, to be limited , and number of proxies to be held by one person to be 
2 limited.— It is also proposed to limit the duration of claims to vote by 
non-occupying rate-payers, and their proxies to a certain defin.te period, 
Za also to limit the number of proxies to be held by one person to a 
Stated number. A provision similar to that proposed is contained in the 
English Poor Law Act (7 and 8 Vic. cap. 101, sec. 15), under which 
proxies are only good for two years, and the number of proxies that can 
The d by one person is only four. The object in view is to prevent the 
peat abuses and frauds which are alleged to have resorted o m 

Wring fictitious claims to vote, and retaining claims to vote on the 
eita after the party claiming had ceased to have the interest in respect 
ofwhich the claim was made. From the very_ great number of proxies 
frequently held by one person (in some cases, it is said, over one thousand) 
great practical difficulties have been found in checking such abuses and 
k detecting the guilty parties. On this point some papers relating to ail 
inquiry respecting a large number of proxy papers lodged with the 
Returning Officer of Korth Dublin Union a short tune before the election 

“ ^^meTor immediate Lessors rated under 6 and 7 Vic. cap.92,secsA 
andi 12 and 13 Vic. cap. 91, sec. 63, and 12 and 13 Vic. cap. 104, sec. 10„ 
to be authorized to vote as if the occupiers were rated -It ms i tether pio^ 
posed to authorize owners or immediate lessors i rated under the 6th and 
7th Vic cap. 92, secs. 1 and 4, tlie 12tli and 13th \ic. cap. 91, see. 63, 
L the 12th and 13th Vic. cap. 104, sec. 10, to vote as if the occupiers 
were rated. Up to a very recent period it was held by the Commissioners 
on the authority of an opinion obtained from veiy eminent couns^ that 
the immediate lessor who is, under the provisions of the 6th and 7th \ ic. 
cap. 92, made liable to the rate was entitled to vote, becanse, although po 
in point of fact the occupier, yet, under the 8 1st sec of the 1st and 2nd 
Vic cap. 56, and the provisions of the 6th and 7th V ic. cap. 9_, he was 
the person rated and liable to pay the rate. Shortly before the elec ion 
for the year 1857 the attention of the Commissioners was called to opinions 
which had been obtained on the point from Mr. Brewster and the present 
Lord Chancellor to the effect that immediate lessors rated under the ^p o- 
visions above referred to are not entitled to vote in respect of the property 
for which they are so rated, they being neither occupiers paying i»te, ao 
landlords froin whose rent a sum of money is deducted on account of ate , 
and that the votes of such lessors, or of any oth® persons who are not 
rate-payers according to the definition given by 

(1 and 2 Vic. cap. .56, sec. 80), ought not to he allowed. The view thus 
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expressed having been confirmed by the joint opinion of the Attorney i 
Solicitor General (Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr. Christian), who were consuls 
by the Commissioners on the subject, the Commissioners felt it their dit 
to issue an Instructional Circular to Keturning Officers apprizing then. Is 
the opinions which had been given (see Circular in Tenth Annual Report 
page 16), and those opinions are now acted upon throughout Ireland 
the election of Guardians. The result is that a very large amount If 
property is unrepresented in such elections and a large class of rate-paver, 
disfranchised, and hence the necessity for the proposed amendment of the 



8. Number of votes to he limited by the amount of the valuation.— j, 
proposed, at the same time, to limit the number of votes to be given bv 
owners or immediate lessors so rated, in proportion to the valuation in 
order to meet cases (which are very numerous in Dublin and other W 
towns), where houses are let in separate apartments, or lodgings, and are 
rated to the immediate lessor, who, from this mode of letting, obtains an 
amount of rent three or four times as great as the amount of the valuation 
and who, consequently, if allowed a number of votes proportioned to the 
amount of rent received (as is the case with landlords under ordinary cir- 
cumstances), would have votes much beyond his fair proportion. 

The general principle by which the number of votes is regulated appears 
to be, that, within certain limits, the votes should be in proportion to the 
amount of rate paid (see scale, in section SO of the Irish Poor Relief Act) 
the number of votes of an occupier being computed according to the valu- 
ation (each pound of value representing a certain amount of rate), and 
the votes of a landlord being computed according to the amount of rent 
received and retained by him (each pound of rent having been liable at 
the time the Act was passed, to a deduction of one-half the poundage of 
the poor rate) . In the cases referred to, however, the rent received by the 
immediate lessor is. enormously out of proportion to the valuation ; and 
such rent, even if it were liable to deduction on account of poor rate 
would only be liable to a deduction to the extent of one-half the amount 
paid, and could not, therefore, be regarded as affording a fair measure of 
the number of votes to be allowed. The proposed provision would place 
landlords who are rated in place of the occupiers under the provisions 
referred to, m the same position as if they were occupiers paying rent, and 
would appear to meet the case equitably. 

9. Number of votes to be given by rent receivers to be limited by the 
amount of the valuation . — A similar limitation to that just referred to is 
proposed to be made in the number of votes to be allowed to persons 
claiming to vote in respect of rent received out of premises, the occupiers 
ot which are rated. 

A provision to this effect was contained in the Bill already mentioned 
as having been brought into the House of Commons by the present Lord 
Chancellor and Mr. Grogan. The grounds on which the Commissioners 
recommend the adoption of the clause are set forth in a letter from the 
Commissioners to the late Chief Secretary, dated 20th January, 1858, 
communicating a request made by the Board of Guardians of North 
Dublin Union, that a clause to this effect might be inserted in the Bill, 
which was then before Parliament. The following is an extract from the 
letter referred to : 



t> T i e i r - e i S A D0 doubt ? hat the provision in the 81st section of the Irish 
Jroor Keliet Act, assigning a number of votes in proportion to the rentre- 
ernved and retained, had relation to the corresponding provisions in sections 
74 and 1 5 of the same Act, that where the person occupying the rateable 
property shall be liable to pay a rent in respect of the same, he may deduct 
trom such rent, for each pound of the rent which he shall be liable so to pay, 
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one-half of the sum which he shall have paid as rate in respect of each pound 
of the net annual value ; and that where a person receiving rent in respect 
of such property shall also pay a rent in respect of the same, he shall be en- 
titled to deduct from the rent so paid by him a sum bearing such a propor- 
tion to the amount of rate deducted from the rent received by him as the 
rent paid bears to the rent received by him. 

“ By a subsequent enactment (12 and 13 Vic., cap. 104, sec. 11), the re- 
payment by the owner was limited to one-half the amount paid by the occu- 
pier, and there is no longer any reason why the votes of the owner who 
receives and retains a rent exceeding the valuation should be measured by 
the amount of the rent received and retained, instead of by the amount of 
net annual value ; and by the substitution of the latter a great deal of un- 
certainty in the calculation of landlords’ votes will be removed.” 

10. Poor Law Inspectors to be empowered to act under Medical Charities 
Act, and Medical Inspectors to act under Poor Relief Acts. — It is proposed 
that Poor Law Inspectors shall be empowered to act under the Medical 
Charities Act, and Inspectors appointed under that Act empowered to act 
under the Poor Law Acts. The Commissioners anticipate considerable 
benefit to the public service, both economically and practically, from this 
arrangement ; the advantages of which are more fully set forth in a letter 
to the late Chief Secretary, dated the 27th November, 1857, an extract 
from which is annexed (I)). It has been suggested, however, that the 
proposed powers should be so restricted as to prevent the non-professional 
Inspectors from acting in any professional matter. To this suggestion 
there are great practical objections. It cannot always be known before- 
hand whether any professional matter will arise in the course of an 
inquiry ; and should it do so unexpectedly, the inquiry, being in the hands 
of a non-professional Inspector, would necessarily break down ; and it is 
not too much to suppose that parties averse to an inquiry might contrive 
to introduce professional matter after the inquiry had begun, for the pur- 
pose of raising a question as to the jurisdiction of the Inspector; and, if 
the inquiry should still be proceeded with, omitting the professional 
matter, it would be open to the charge of incompleteness. 

Generally, however, there would appear to be nothing to prevent a non- 
professional Inspector inquiring into matters in which professional con- 
siderations are involved, as he is merely the medium through which the 
evidence is placed before the Commissioners, with whom the decision rests, 
and one of their number is, necessarily, a professional man. In England, 
when any matter for inquiry has arisen which appeared peculiarly to re- 
quire professional knowledge, it has been customary to appoint a profes- 
sional man temporarily for the special purpose ; and this course has also 
been adopted in Ireland in some cases. ... 

If the powers of the Poor La w Inspectors are to be limited m the way 
suggested, the same principle should, a fortiori, apply to inquiries by them 
into the conduct of W orkhouse Medical Officers : experience, however 
has not shown any necessity for such limitation. 

11. Further powers for cancelling Tickets for Medical Relief, and power 
for recovering the Cost of the Relief in cases where _ the party is of sufficient 
ability. — It is proposed to give additional powers in regard to the cancel- 
ling of tickets for medical relief, by enabling any person who may have 
given a ticket for relief under the Medical Charities Act, to cancel such 
ticket on being satisfied that the person on whose behalf it has been given 
is not a proper object for Dispensary relief; and, also, to enable the Dis- 
pensary Committee to recover the cost of the medical relief which may 
have been <dven, or a portion thereof, in cases where the ticket lias been 
cancelled, and where the Committee is of opinion that the person who ob- 
tained the ticket is of sufficient ability to pay such cost, giving the Com- 
mittee, at the same time, the power of determining that a portion of the 
sum so recovered shall be paid to the Medical Officer. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



138 Memorandum on Proposed Alterations of the [App.A., 

12. Provision for carrying on Relief under the Medical Charities Act in 
the event of a dissolution of the Board of Guardians. — It is also proposed 
to make provision for carrying on tlie local administration of the Medical 
Charities Acts, in the event of a dissolution of the Board of Guardians— 
a contingency for which no provision exists in the present Poor Law or 
Medical Charities Acts ; the powers of the Committees being continued 
to them, notwithstanding a dissolution of the Board, and the paid officers 
appointed on the dissolution having the functions of the Board under the 
Medical Charities Act devolved upon them. 

13. Persons becoming qualified as Ex- Officio Members of Dispensary 
Committees may act , notwithstanding the fact that their so doing will increase 
the number of Members of the Committee beyond the fixed number — It is pro- 
posed, to enable persons becoming qualified as ex-officio members of Dispen- 
sary Committees, after the number of members of the Committee is com- 
pleted, to act, notwithstanding the fact that their so doing may make the 
number of members of the Committee greater than the number fixed. The 
difficulty which is proposed to be removed by this provision arises thus:— 
The Commissioners are required to fix the number of members of the 
Committee of Management, and the Guardians are thereupon required to 
elect such a number of rate-payers as will, together with the Guardians 
having the requisite qualification, make up the required number. It has 
happened, however, in several cases that a Guardian has become qualified 
after the requisite number of rate-payers has been elected, arid the number 
of members of the Committee fixed by the Commissioners filled up ; hence, 
supposing the number of members of the Committee to be fixed by the 
Commissioners at twenty and the number of qualified Guardians to be 
fifteen, five qualified rate-payers will be elected, and the Committee is 
thus complete. If, under these circumstances, a Guardian who was not 
qualified at the time of the election to be a member of the Committee, 
subsequently becomes qualified, the number of the Committee would be 
twenty-one, although the number fixed, as required by the Act, is only 
twenty ; and there does not appear to be any power to remove one of the 
rate-payers duly elected, so that there would be twenty-one persons by 
law entitled to act, while at the same time the number of persons 
authorized by law to act is limited to twenty. 

1 4. I 1 he qualification for rate • payers as members of Dispensary Com- 
mittees to be the same in amount as that for the office of Guardian. — It is pro- 
posed to amend that provision of the Medical Charities Act which requires 
liability to rate on a net annual value of £30, as the qualification for a 
member of a Dispensary Committee, by providing that the qualification 
shall be of the same amount as that required for the office of elected 
Guardian, which varies (up to £30) at the discretion of the Commission- 
ers. The necessity for this clause is shown by the fact that there are 
districts in which it has been found by experience that there is not a 
sufficient number of persons rated at £30, to afford the means of selection. 
In the Island of Arran, for instance, which forms a separate Dispensary 
District, there are only two persons qualified to act on the Committee. 
The qualification for the office of Guardian in Arran Electoral Division is 
only £20. 

It seems inconsistent to have the qualification for members of Dispensary 
Committee higher than the qualification for a Guardian of a Union, all 
Guardians being made ex-officio members of the Committee in which 
they reside or have property. 

15. Paid Officers to be disqualified for the office of Guardian. — It is 
proposed to disqualify paid officers, and persons who haring been paid 
officers, of a Union, shallhavebeen dismissed within the previous five years, 
from serving as Guardian. There is a similar provision in force in the 
English Poor Law. 
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16. Salaries (if Dispensary Medical Officers not to be altered for a year 
after approval — It is proposed to provide against' capricious alterations in 
the salaries of Dispensary Medical Officers by declaring that no such 
alteration shall take effect until one year after the same shall have been 
approved by the Commissioners, and also to give the existing, medical 
officers a prior claim to other candidates, in the event of new appointments 
becoming necessary, in consequence of alterations in dispensary districts.. 

17. Establishment of Asylum for Blind Inmates of Workhouses — It is 
proposed to authorize the Commissioners to establish an asylum or 
Asylums for Blind Inmates of Workhouses, the Board of Management of 
such asylum to consist of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman, and Deputy Vice- 
Chairman of the Union in which the asylum is situate, and of each of the 
Unions immediately adjoining it, and live other persons to be named by 
the Commissioners. The circumstances under which the Commissioners 
recommended these clauses, and the mode in which it is provided for 
setting up and maintaining the establishment, are fully set forth in a 
letter °to His Excellency, dated the 18th January last, a copy of which 
is annexed (E.) 



Documents refereed to in the foregoing Memorandum. 



(A) Letter as to the Relief of Orphan and Deserted Children. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
gilt, May 12 th, 1857. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Belief of the Poor in 
Ireland desire to bring under the consideration of their Excellencies the Lords 
Justices tbe following resolution, which was passed by the Board of Guar- 
dians of North Dublin Union on tbe 29th ultimo, relative to the present state 
of the law, for the maintenance of deserted children in the city of Dublin : — 
“On motion of Captain Lindsay, seconded by Mr. M‘Barlane-Besolved 
that the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to make a special report to 
Goyernment respecting tbe state of the law with regard to children deserted 
in Dublin ; as by a recent decision of tbe Chief Justice of the Queen’s Bench, 
be has ruled that only £5 can he raised for the maintenance and education 
of each child, whereas in all other parishes in Ireland, £5 can be raised every 
year for the maintenance and education of each deserted child, until such 
child is twelve years old. The Guardians of the Dublin Unions, will, there- 
fore, he obliged to receive such children into the Workhouse at so early an 
age, that under the present Act for ttie relief of the poor they can have very 
little chance of preserving their lives, a result that would he repugnant to 
every feeling of humanity and religion.” 

The subject of providing relief in the Workhouse for very young children 
who have been deserted by their parents, has on many occasions been brought 
under the consideration of the Commissioners by other Boards of Guardians 
besides that of North Dublin Union ; and although there is no doubt that the 
Guardians are empowered to admit such children into the W orkhouse, if, in 
the exercise of their discretion, they deem them to be. destitute, still as the 
law has made other provision for the maintenance of such children, there 
being a power in the Grand Jury Act to raise £5 per annum for each child 
up to the age of twelve years ; and as experience has shown that very young 
children without their mothers cannot be nurtured iu the confined area of a 
Workhouse so successfully and satisfactorily as when put out to nurse, as 
they may he under the provisions of the Parish Vestries Acts, or the Grand 
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Jury Acts; the Commissioners have usually recommended Boards of Guar- 
dians not to admit such children into the Workhouse, until they had obtained 
the age of three years at least. In regard to the city of Dublin the Com- 
missioners have always felt that the objections to admitting this class of 
children were as great, or perhaps greater, than in other Unions, the Work- 
houses of which are not situated in large towns or cities, while at the same 
time they were aware that the provisions of the law were different, inasmuch 
as the Grand Jury Act which authorizes the annual presentment of £5 fo r 
each deserted child, up to the age of twelve, does not apply to the city of 
Dublin ; the Commissioners were also aware that great doubts existed as to 
whether the power of the overseers, under the Vestries Acts, was not limited 
to one sum of £ 5 ; but as it was known that no such limitation prevailed to 
any considerable extent in practice, and as the Board of Guardians of North 
Dublin Union were anxious, for the sake of the children themselves, not to 
admit them to the Workhouse, and as they appeared to entertain doubts of the 
soundness of that view of the law by which it was held that the provision for 
the maintenance of this class of Children (otherwise than under the Irish 
Poor Belief Acts,) is limited to £0 for each child, it was thought by them 
advisable to resist an attempt made by the overseers of the Parish of St. 
Mary’s, to compel them to admit certain deserted and destitute children 
belonging to that parish. The Commissioners did not think it right to raise 
any objection to the adoption of this course by the Board of Guardians, but 
merely advised them to take the opinion of eminent counsel on the point 
before proceeding further in the matter. This was done, and the Guardians 
having shown cause against a conditional order for a mandamus which had 
been obtained, commanding them to admit certain deserted children into 
the Workhouse, the Court of Queen’s Bench disallowed the cause shown, 
and granted the mandamus, the Court being of opinion that the Guardians 
were bound, in the exercise of their discretion, under the Irish Poor Belief 
Acts, to admit the children. , 

It was in consequence of this decision that the resolution of the Board of 
Guardians which is above quoted was passed. 

In submitting the subject to the consideration of their Excellencies the 
Commissioners desire to state that they are of opinion that the law relating 
to the maintenance of deserted children is in an unsatisfactory state, not 
only in Dublin but also in other parts of Ireland, where the provision for 
their maintenance, independently of the Poor Laws, is not so limited as it 
has now been decided to be in Dublin. The main ground on which the Com- 
missioners consider that the law is in an unsatisfactory state arises from the 
fact that in consequence of there being different modes of providing for the 
maintenance of such children, the responsibility of the different parties con- 
cerned is lessened, each of them relying more or less upon the other. The 
overseers, whose duty it is to provide, for such children under the Parish 
Vestry Acts, are aware that if they fail to do so, resort may be had to the 
provisions of the Grand Jury Acts, while cess-payers, who might otherwise 
be induced to apply for presentments for deserted children under those Acts, 
not unfrequently refer to the Irish Poor Belief Acts as making the requisite 
provision for such children. The only form of relief, however, which can 
be afforded to such children under the existing Poor Law Acts, is relief in 
the Workhouse, and that is a description of relief which experience has shown 
to be not well suited to this class of cases. 

Under these circumstances the Commissioners respectfully suggest that, 
should their Excellencies deem it right to recommend any amendment of the 
law on this subject, provision should be made to limit the responsibility of 
providing for the maintenance of deserted children to some one body or 
authority; and in the event of that body or authority being the Board of 
Guardians, the Commissioners further suggest that power should be given 
to provide for the maintenance and nurture of such children out of the Work- 
house, up to the age of five years. 

By Order of the Commissioners, 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk, 

To Colonel Larcom, b.e,, Dublin Castle. 
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Letter as to the Appointment of Collectors for each 

successive Bate. 

The Farm, Londonderry, 

DEAR Sir, September 26, 1854. 

As you are doubly responsible both as Poor Law Commissioner and as 
die adviser of the Lord Lieutenant who confirms their orders, I beg to state 
difficulty which is likely to arise under that part of the Commissioners’ 
Order of 19th January, 1852, which requires that no collector shall be deemed 
to hold such office after the Guardians shall have withdrawn his warrant, but 
that each should be re-appointed annually, or before each collection. 

In order to be understood, I take, the case of the Londonderry Union, of 
which I am Chairman— our rates in most Electoral Divisions are made in 
Seotember, and the collection was completed in fourteen out of twenty-two 
of them before the 25tli of March, and in six others the total sums due did 
not exceed £15, so that those collectors may be deemed to be out of office 
about that time ; but the Parliamentary Voters Act (13 & 14 Viet. cap. 69,) 
requires among other duties, that the Poor Kate Collector assist the Clerk 
oo) in making the lists and objections, in July, in each year ; and though 
the 60th section gives the Assistant Barrister power to summons the collector 
for the past year to attend, the clerk has no such power, so that there is 
danger that the registration of voters may be frustrated, as the Clerk may 
fairly refuse to make objections on oath where he may have no personal 
knowled ^e. 

We experienced on our last Board day another inconvenience, as a wealthy 
farmer who had been proceeded against for his rates, proposed a collector at 
slower remuneration, and might have succeeded in preventing the re-election 
of a good officer, for the attendance of Guardians was small, because no notice 
had been given to the Guardians further than those in the newspapeis. X 
hew therefore, your attention to the “ Orders,” with a view of altering it, 
as an annual change of collectors would in this district at least be an unmiti- 

0 ated evil. j have the honour to be, &e . , 



To the Chief Secretary, &c., Dublin Castle. 



Robert Ferguson. 



(Q\ — Copy of Return to an Order of the Honourable the House 
of Commons, dated 3rd May, 1855 ; — for a copy “of the Minutes 
of Evidence taken, and of the Report made to the Poor Law 
Commissioners (Ireland), by Charles S. Crawford, Esq.,. Poor 
Law Inspector, on an Investigation held as to the \ alidity of 
certain Claims to Vote by Proxy at the Election for Guardians 
of the North Dublin Union, and lodged with the Clerk of that 
Union on the 1st day of February, 1855.” 

William Stanley, Secretary. 

Poor Law Commission Office, 

Dublin, 11th May, 1855. 

(No. 7294, 1855.) 

Minutes of Evidence taken by Mr. Crawford on the Investigation. 
Inquiry into Proxy Papers. 

James Henry Crean, sworn : I am clerk and returning officer of the North 
Dublin Union ; I. received the several proxy papers forwarded by me to the Poor 
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Law Commissioners on the 1 st of February last ; I do not know the party by 
whom they were delivered ; I had not to my knowledge seen the party before 
and I could not say that I would now be able to identify him ; Mr. Francis 
Byrne came to the Workhouse subsequently, and signed the proxy papers 
for the North Dock Ward, and Mr. Patrick Byrne signed the papers for 
the Inns Quay Ward in my presence ; the papers were all delivered in one 
parcel; the Messrs. Byrne, on signing the papers, cancelled the former 
signature. 

J. II. Crean. 



John Bagnall, sworn: I reside at No. 24, Mary’s Abbey, Dublin; I look 
at the proxy papers for the North City Ward, now submitted to me; the 
signature of John Bagnall, as proxy, was not written by me, nor did I 
authorize any party to attach my signature to those papers ; I was not asked 
by any party to give authority to do so ; I think I was told some time last 
autumn by Mr. Thomas Arlcins, that I might expect proxies for the North 
City Ward ; I was not aware of my name having been attached to any proxy 
papers until after I received a summons to attend here to give evidence this 
day ; I do not know any of the parties who profess to have appointed me 
their proxy; I decline to answer any further question asked me relative to 
any conversation I have had with Mr. Arkins relative to the lodgment of 
these proxy papers ; I cannot recollect at present the name of the landlord 
to whom I pay rent for my house at No. 24, Mary’s Abbey ; it is not Mavis; 
Pullin ; I now recollect it is Whitelaw, of A.rdrass, Celbridge ; I have lived 
for twenty-three years in that house, and never knew any party of that 
name to have an interest in the premises ; there are many landlords having 
intermediate interests in the premises in Mary’s-abbey ; I have a lease of 
my house at £60 per annum, but the rent is reduced to £50 ; I do not know 
any thing more of the proxy papers than I have already stated ; but I still 
decline, under the directions of counsel, to answer any further question 
relative to my having had any conversation with Mr. Arkins on the subject, 
in addition to what I have already stated ; I am ready to adopt the signature 
to these proxy papers, if correct. 

John Bagnall. 



Michael Lynch, sworn : I reside at No. 5, Capel-street ; I look at the sig- 
nature, Michael Lynch, to proxy papers for the North City Ward, now sub- 
mitted to me ; the signature is not in my handwriting, nor did I authorize 
any party to sign my name to those papers, but I said I was ready to adopt 
any papers which would be sent to me ; I think that since the last election 
I was informed by several parties that I was likely to be entrusted with 
proxies ; I said that any parties who entrusted me with their proxies, I 
would take care to have proper votes given for them ; I cannot recollect the 
particular parties who spoke to me ; I did not authorize any party to attach 
my name to these papers now produced to me ; I pay four different landlords 
rent for my premises in Capel-street ; I believe one of these pays tAvo head 
rents out of the rent he receives ; I do not know the handwriting in which 
any of the proxy papers is filled up ; a person of the name of James Jenkins 
may have an interest in the premises in Capel-street, but I am not aware of 
it ; I am ready to adopt those proxy papers, if they be correct ; I think one 
of the parties who told me I was likely to be given proxies was Mr. Charles 
Grace, of Capel-street ; I think I talked to at least fifty people in the ward 
about the matter ; I was about a fortnight ago coming to the Workhouse to 
sign any proxy papers that might be lodged there for me, but did not do so, 
having heard that the Commissioners had stated it was not necessary to sign 
them myself. 

• Michael Lynch. 



James Murphy, sworn: I reside at No. 8, Crane-lane, Dame-street; I 
look at the signature, James Murphy, to the proxy papers for Mountjoy 
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Ward now submitted to me ; I did not sign these papers, nor did I authorize 
any party to attach my signature to those papers ; I was not aware of my 
name having been attached to those papers until I came into the room this 
day 1 I would be happy to adopt the signature to those papers if I knew they 
were correct, but I know nothing about them. 

James Morphy. 

Patrick Byrne, sworn: I reside at No. 153, Church-street; I look at thd 
signature, Patrick Byrne, on some proxy papers for Inns Quay Ward, now 
submitted to me ; the signature is in my handwriting ; I signed them in the 
Board-room of the Union on the day on which they are dated ; the original 
signature was not in my handwriting ; I was told by Mr. Thomas Arkins 
that I had been appointed proxy ; he read an extract from some paper about 
the signature to voting- papers, in consequence of which I thought it neces- 
sary to come to the Workhouse to sign the papers ; I do not recollect any 
other party speaking to me about these proxies except Mr. Arkins ; the con- 
versation occurred in our house at Church-street ; I might have authorized 
Hr. Arkins to sign my name to proxy papers, but I will not say that I 
recollect distinctly having- done so ; I do not know any one of the individuals 
who purport to have appointed me proxy, and never communicated either 
personally or by letter with any of those individuals ; I know nothing more 
of these papers than Having found them in the Board-room, and told by Mr. 
Arkins that I had been appointed proxy ; I do not know the handwriting in 
the body of any of these papers ; I have no recollection of the exact words 
used by Mr. Arkins in the conversation, but its substance was such as I 
have stated; after receiving the summons to attend this inquiry, I went to 
Mr. Arkins, who told me there was no secret in the matter, and to tell the 
whole truth about it. 

Patrick Byrne. 

Prancis Byrne, sworn : I reside at No. 153, Church-street ; I look at some 
proxy papers for the North Dock Ward, now entrusted tome; the signature, 
Prancis Byrne, to those papers is in my handwriting ; I signed them in the 
Board-room of the Union; the original signature was not in my handwriting, 
nor had I authorized any party to sign my name to them ; I was told by Mr. 
Arkins that I had been appointed proxy, and that the papers had been lodged 
in the Board-room, and that it was necessary for me to sign them ; I do not 
know any individual of them professing to appoint me as their proxy, nor 
had I any communication, either personally or by letter, with any of these 
parties ; Ido not know the handwriting of the body of those papers ; I cannot 
say how long before I signed the papers I had the conversation with Mr. 
Arkins ; Mr. Arkins told me the papers were all right ; it might be that he 
only said he thought they were right. 

Francis Byrne. 

Thomas Arkins, sworn : — I am one of the Guardians of the North Dublin 
Union ; about the middle of the month of February last, after receiving the 
letter which had been written by the Commissioners relative to the signature 
of proxy papers, I spoke to Thomas and Patrick Byrne ; I told them that I 
bad seen in the Board-room papers in which they were appointed proxies,' 
and that the Commissioners, having stated that it was desirable that the pa- 
pers should he signed in person by the party appointed. I told them I thought 
it would be necessary for them to take that course ; I told them I knew no- 
thing of the papers, but from having seen them on the Board-room table ; I 
do not recollect having any particular conversation with Mr. Bagnall, or 
Mr. Murphy, or Mr. Lynch, about proxy papers ; I do not know any of the 
individuals who purport to have appointed proxies, and have never commu- 
nicated with any of them ; I am not aware of having seen any of those pa- 
pers before I saw them in the Board-room of the Union ; I refuse to answer 
whether I know the handwriting in the body of these papers ; I decline to 
state whether I signed proxy papers produced to me, on the ground that I 
believe it is intended thereby to institute a comparison of handwriting be- 
tween genuine and impeached papers. 

Thomas Arkins. 
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Frederick Carolin, sworn I am one of the Guardians of the North Dub- 

lin Union; I know the houses Nos. 13, 14, 15, Lower Mecklenburgh-street 
North Dock Ward; (No. 7 13) I receive the rents from these houses; I pay 
head rent to Mrs. Deverill, who holds in fee ; no party of the name of John 
M ‘Mullen, of Kenmare, can have any interest in those premises ; I know the 
house No. 28, Lower Abbey-street (No. 6 1(>); it belongs to my nephews 
who hold it in fee ; no party of the name of John A. Dease can have any inte- 
rest in that house ; I know the house No. 39, Lower Gardiner- street (No. 
655) ; it belongs to Mr. Robinson, who pays a small headrent to Mrs. Deve- 
rill ; I know nothing of a person of the name of Mary Coraghan -having any 
interest in it, and I do not think it possible she could have it without my 
knowledge. 

Frederick Carolin. 



Benjamin Norwood, Esq., sworn : — I reside at No. 1 1 , Nelson-street (No. 
686) ; I called at No. 2 <), Blessington-street, and made inquiry for William 
Holmes, and was informed no such party lived there ; I went to 16, Stoney 
Batter, and inquired for Bernard Fagan, and no such person known there- 
I went to No. 6, George’s hill, and inquired for Patrick Downs, and no such 
person was known there ; I went to No. 2, Back-lane, and found no such 
party was known as George Williams ; I went to the addresses given on pa- 
pers, numbered .699, 7 00, 701, 756, 761, 7 6 3, 764, 76 5, 76 6 , 76 8, 746, 748 
711, 716, 725, 726, 755, 705, 693, 683 ; I got a similar reply in every case 
that no such party was known there ; I called and made inquiries in each 
case, in the Inns-quay papers, in which the address was given in Dublin. I 
made inquiry with respect to the ownership of the property named in papers, 
Nos. 732, 751, 704, 728, 682, 753 ; I called at the places in which the pro- 
perty stated in those claims is mentioned as being located, and I was in- 
formed, in those instances, that the party who claimed an interest had none 
in them. 

Benjamin Norwood. 



Charles Dunne, sworn : — I reside at No. 1 2, Charleville-mall, and am the 
owner of property in that neighbourhood ; I own Nos. 4 and 6, and No. 1 1 
belongs to my sister, Mrs. Tronson ; I know of no such party as Peter Adams, 
of Clogher, Ty'-rone, and no such party could have any interest in these pre- 
mises ; I hold the property by a lease from my brother, who holds directly 
under the owners in fee. 

Charles Dunne. 



Balph S. Cusack, Esq., sworn; — I am Chairman of the North Dublin 
Board ; I know the house No. 15, Upper Sackville-street, it is the Friendly 
Brothers’ Club-room, held in trust by Sir J. K. James and two other gentle- 
men for the debenture-holders ; no party of the name of John Patterson is a 
debenture-holder ; the house is held in fee. 

Ralph S. Cusack. 



Matthew M'Donough, sworn : — I look at the voting papers now produced 
to me ; I do not know any thing respecting them ; I am not acquainted with 
the handwriting in the body of those papers ; I have been employed by Mr. 
Arkins to get proxy papers from parties entitled to give 'them ; Mr. Arkins 
desired me to be particular in getting no papers except such as were correct, 
and from parties entitled to give them, and to take care that they were 
bona fide papers; these were the instructions he gave me from the first; he 
has frequently made me go and get fresh papers, when any erasure or blot- 
ting occurred on the paper. Another party was also employed to procure 
proxies by Mr. Arkins; his name is John Condon, of 13 or 14, Chatham- 
street. No party, to my knowledge, except John Condon and myself, were 
employed to fill papers for Mr. Arkins. The handwriting in the body of 
paper No, 791 is John Condon’s; so is that in 793, 784, 799; the handwrit- 
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. in the hotly of 641 is mine, hut I will not say whether I wrote the word 
( Lj after Keegan’s signature ; the handwriting in the filling up of the 
nroxy of paper 642 is mine, but that in 1 205 I do not know, nor do I know it 
1 1190 . I did not alter any paper in the office since it was lodged. The 
handwriting in the body of 1164 is mine; when I filled it up, the paper had 
heen signed and the property inserted. I filled the heading of No. 1547 after 
the signature had been affixed to it, and the property entered. 

Matthew MTIonough. 

(No. 7,294, ’55.) 



Repoet from Mb. Crawford to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Dublin, March 6, 1855. 

I have the honour to inform you, that in accordance with your instructions 
of the 27th ultimo. No. 6189, I have made inquiry relative to the proxy pa- 
pers enclosed with your communication. 

r It appears from the testimony of the returning officer, that the papers in 
question were delivered to him in one parcel, on the 1st of February last, by 
a party with whom he was entirely unacquainted, and whom he is doubtful 

whether he could now identify. . . 

With respect to the forty-five papers professing to appoint John Bagnall, 
ofNo 24, Mary's-abbey, as proxy in the North City Ward, I examined that 
gentleman, who states that the signature, John Bagnall, was not written by 
him, and that he had not authorized any individual to attach his signature 
to those papers, which is therefore in each case a forgery ; he states, that un- 
til after having been served with a summons to attend on the inquiry, he was 
not aware of his name having been attached to any papers of this description, 
hut believes that he heard from Mr. Thomas Arkins last Autumn, that it 
ivas probable he might be appointed a proxy for parties claiming to vote in 
the North City Ward ; hut he refused to answer whether he had any other 
conversation with Mr. Arkins relative to this matter, notwithstanding my 
informin'* that he was bound to answer the question, and rendered himself 
liable to a penalty by his refusal. Mr. Bagnall stated his entire ignorance of 
any of the parties professing to appoint him proxy; although it appeared that 
one of these parties was a person of the name of Maria Pullen, who claimed 
an interest in the house in which Mr. Bagnall himself resides. 

With respect to the forty-six papers professing to appoint Mr. Michael 
lynch as proxy in the North City Ward, that gentleman states that he did 
not sign any such papers, or did not authorize any party to sign them on his 
behalf. He states he had heen informed by several parties that it was likely 
he was to be appointed as a holder of proxies, but did not authorize any indi- 
vidual to affix his signature to any of these papers, the signature being, 
therefore, in each case a forgery. 

One of the parties professing to appoint Mr. Lynch as proxy claims from 
an interest in the houses Nos. 4 and 5 Capel-street, occupied by Mr. Lynch ; 
but Mr. Lynch is not aware of any such party having an interest in those 
premises. „ . . . . „ T 

With respect to the ninety-two papers professing to appoint Mr. James 
Murphy as proxy in the Mountjoy Ward, that gentleman professes his entire 
ignorance relative to those papers, the signature, James Murphy, not having 
been written by him, nor by any party authorized by him to do so ; not hav- 
ing known of his name having been attached to any papers until he attended 
at the inquiry, the signature, James Murphy, is therefore in each case a 
forgery. 

With respect to the eighty-seven papers for Inns-quay Ward, professing 
to appoint Mr. Patrick Byrne as proxy, and the 100 papers for North Dock 
Ward, professing to appoint Mr. Francis Byrne in the same capacity , they 
appear to have heen lodged under conditions precisely similar to the other 

K 
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cases previously mentioned, the original signature of the proxy not haying 
been written by the party himself, or by any party authorized by him to do 
so. Mr. Patrick Byrne states that he might have authorized Mr. Arkins to 
attach his signature, but has no distinct recollection of having done so- and 
it is quite evident, from Mr. Arkins’ evidence, that the authority, if d ven 
was not exercised by him. • 

It appears, however, that subsequent to the lodgment of the papers, Mr 
Thomas Arkins called at the house of the Byrnes, and informed them that it 
was desirable that the proxy papers which had been lodged in their names 
with the Returning Officer should be signed by themselves, in consequence 
of which they proceeded to the Board-room of the Workhouse on the 16th of 
February last ; and having obtained the proxy papers, cancelled the former 
signature, and signed the papers themselves. 

The Messrs. Byrne professed entire ignorance of any of the parties profess- 
ing to appoint them as proxies, and Mr. Arkins stated he knew nothing of 
those papers further than having seen them in the Board-room. 

Mr. Carolin gave evidence respecting three papers claiming an interest in 
the North Dock Ward, showing that no such parties had an interest in the 
premises mentioned. 

Mr. Norwood proved that he had made inquiries at the address in Dublin 
given by twenty-four parties lodging claims for the Inns’-quay’ Ward, and 
was informed in each case that no such party was known ; and in six other 
cases, in which the address was not given as being in Dublin, he had called 
at the premises out of which the claim was made, and informed that no such 
parties as claimed were known to have any interest therein. 

Mr. Charles Dunne gave evidence as to the invalidity of the claim No. 634 
in the Mountjoy Ward ; and Mr. Cusack, as to the invalidity of the claim 
No. 599 in the same ward ; showing that the parties claiming could have no 
interest in the premises stated in the claim. 

Further evidence of a similar nature, with respect to other of the claims, 
was offered to be produced, but I deemed it more advisable to defer proceed- 
ing with the inquiry until I should report the evidence already received, and 
ascertain your opinion whether such a course was necessary under the circum- 
stances which have been proved. 

It appears, that in not a single instance any of the parties professing to 
have been appointed as proxies have the slightest ground for presuming that 
he has been so appointed ; the papers have been lodged with the Returning 
Officer by some party of whom he is in entire ignorance ; and in equal ignor- 
ance of even the existence of the parties purporting to make the claims. It 
seems to me to be impossible to admit the validity of any of these claims, 
there being no privity of any description whatever between the owner and 
the proxy ; a condition which appears to me to be absolutely necessary in a 
matter of this description. 

In the cases of the proxies purporting to be given to Messrs. Lynch, Bag- 
nail, and Murphy, the forgery of the signature of the proxy appears to me to 
be also quite a sufficient reason for invalidating those papers ; and it appears 
to me very questionable whether, in the case of the Messrs. Byrnes, the 
subsequent signature of the papers by those parties in the Board-room could 
be held to cure the original defect of forgery in the signature of those 
papers. 

I think the Returning Officer acted very unadvisedly in permitting any 
alteration to be made in these papers after lodgment. 

I regret to say that I see no mode of tracing the party who has been instru- 
mental in forwarding these voting papers, as it would be a matter of the 
greatest [sic in original] to prosecute the individual who has been guilty of 
this most audacious fraud ; but I have to direct the attention of the Commis- 
sioners to the refusal of Mr. Thomas Arkins to answer the question relative 
to his knowledge of the handwriting in the body of these papers, which he 
declined to do, without alleging any grounds for his refusal, although I 
repeatedly informed him he was bound to answer the question. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed), Charles S. Crawford, 

Poor Law Inspector. 
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Letter from the Commissioners to the Retrrnins Oeeicer. 

(No. 7,294, ’55.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
g IB March 13, 1855. 

With reference to your letter of the 23rd ultimo, submitting for the 
opinion of the Commissioners a number of proxy papers lodged with you for 
the North City Electoral Division of North Dublin Union, which you state 
have a suspicious appearance, I am directed by the Commissioners for ad- 
ministering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to state that they have 
received from their Inspector, Mr. Crawford, a report of the inquiry insti- 
tuted by him in regard to those documents ; and it appears that in all the five 
cases of Mr. Bagnall, Mr. Murphy, Mr. Lynch, Mr. Patrick Byrne, and 
Mr. Francis Byrne, the proxy claims, before they were sent in, were neither 
signed by the persons purporting to be appointed proxies, nor by their 
authority; and the claims must, therefore, be held to have been forged. 

‘ As to the three former cases, viz., those of Messrs. Bagnall, Murphy, and 
Lynch, it does not appear that they ever identified themselves with the papers 
in any way ; and although Mr. Prancis Byrne and Mr. Patrick Byrne, after 
their papers were given in to the Returning Officer by some other parties, 
proceeded to the Board-room and placed their names on foot of the papers 
(which, in the opinion of the Commissioners, they ought not to have been 
permitted to do), it is impossible to say that this proceeding would render 
valid documents originally false, and be considered as fulfilling the conditions 
in the Act of Parliament under which proxies are allowed to vote. 

It seems to be further certain that most of the appointments of proxies 
purporting to be made on these papers are forged, and very probable that all 
are so; but the Commissioners think you will be justified in rejecting the 
whole of them on the grounds already stated, and without the necessity of its 
being shown that the appointments of proxy are false in each case. 

The Commissioners regret to learn that no clue has been yet obtained which 
could lead to the successful prosecution of any of the parties concerned in 
executing these forgeries. 

By Order, &c., 

(Signed), W. Stanley, Secretary. 

J. H. Crean, Esq., 

Returning Officer, North Dublin Union, 

North Brunswick-street. 



(D). — Extract from Letter to the Chief Secretary, dated 27th 
November, 1857, as to empowering Poor Law Inspectors to act 
under the Medical Charities Act. 



Experience has shown that inquiries connected with the administration of 
Medical Charities in Ireland are not of such frequent occurrence as to render 
the continuance of a separate staff of Inspectors, specially charged with the 
duties arising under that Act, necessary 7 . It will be seen, on reference to the 
18th paragraph of the Commissioners’ Fifth Annual Report, under the Medi- 
cal Charities Act, that inquiries by Inspectors into complaints against Dis- 
pensary Medical Officers have not been numerous, only 252 complaints ot 
this nature having arisen from the commencement of the. operation ot the 
Medical Charities Act to the date of that Report, and that it was only found 
necessary to institute inquiry on oath into 105 of these complaints ; and even 
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in the cases which were so inquired into it rarely happened that any thin? 
arose requiring professional knowledge on the part of the Inspector. " 0 

Under the present system the cost incurred under the head of Travelling Ex- 
penses of Medical Inspectors when engaged in visiting dispensaries is dispro- 
portionately large, in reference to the advantages derivable from such 
visits. It is also to be considered that much of the ground traversed by 
Medical Inspectors in visiting dispensaries is traversed by Poor Law Inspec- 
tors when engaged in the visitation of Workhouses, who likewise, from the 
smaller exten t of their Districts, would have greater facilities of access to the 
places in which duty may require their presence. 

One Inspector, with Medical qualifications, would appear to he sufficient 
to meet all the exigencies arising under the Medical Charities Act and the 
Poor Law, in which professional knowledge on the part of the Inspector is 
likely to be required, unless, perhaps, at a time when cholera or other epi- 
demic disease may break out, when special temporary services may readily 
be obtained if necessary. 



[ (E), — Letter as to the proposed Establishment of an Asylum for 
Blind Inmates of Workhouses. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

My Lord, January 18, 1859. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland desire to acquaint your Lordship, for the information of his Excel- 
lency the Lord Lieutenant, that it was recently intimated to them by certain 
members of the Society of Friends that there was at their disposal the 
balance of a fund raised during the Irish famine, which the contributors 
might be willing to place at the disposal of the Commissioners, for the pur- 
pose of founding an Asylum for blind inmates of Workhouses. 

The Commissioners had previously (in the year 1856) endeavoured to make 
arrangements for appropriating a disused auxiliary Workhouse, at Castle- 
lake, in Cashel Union, as an institution for destitute poor blind persons 
under the age of eighteen years, in accordance with the provisions of the 14th 
section of the 6 and 7 Vic. c. 92 ; and with that view they obtained returnsof 
the number of eligible persons in the Workhouses in the province of Munster, 
and elicited the opinions of the Boards of Guardians in that province, which 
were generally favourable to the project ; they also obtained from the In- 
spector of the District in which the auxiliary Workhouse was situated a re- 
port on the nature and probable expense of the arrangements it would be ne- 
cessary to make, after visiting, with a view to such report, some of the princi- 
pal Blind Asylums in England ; and they finally obtained from the Cashel 
Board of Guardians (the auxiliary in question being in Cashel Union, and 
subject to the control of the Cashel Board) an estimate of the probable cost 
per head per annum of the inmates of the contemplated institution. 

This estimate, which included a considerable annual sum for rent of the 
premises, amounted to £11 3s. 6d. per head, exclusive of the salaries of 
Medical Officers and Chaplains, and also of the first outlay in establishing 
the institution. The Boards of Guardians, to which the above estimate was 
submitted by the Commissioners, did not generally respond to the proposal, 
and many of them expressly declined to send paupers to the proposed institu- 
tion, solely on the ground of the expense. 

The Commissioners have also reason to apprehend that the management of 
such an institution by any one particular Board of Guardians would not be 
likely to be viewed with satisfaction and confidence by Boards contributing 
to the expenditure, but having no share in the management. 

The project, therefore, was at that time abandoned; but the intimation 
recently made to the Commissioners from the Society of Friends, affording 
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inspect of establishing such an institution on more advantageous terms 
fur the Unions which might avail themselves of it, it appeared to the Com- 
missioncrs that, with some assistance from additional legislation, they 
would be able to establish the institution on such a basis, with regard 
to expense, as would afford a reasonable hope of its success. The Com- 
missioners have reason to believe that an excellent building in Tipperary, 
pnual to the accommodation of 100 inmates, with a suitable site, will he 
uhced at their disposal, rent-free, for the purpose of the contemplated 
institution ■ and from communications which they have lately received 
from their inspectors on the subject, they think there is no reason to doubt 
but that Boards of Guardians will readily avail themselves of the proposed 
institution, it being probable that, as the establishment is to be fitted up by 
means of the funds above referred to, and as the building will be held rent 
free, the cost per head for maintenance and instruction will be so moderate as 
to come within the amount which Boards of Guardians will be willing to pay . 

A return of the number of blind persons in the Workhouses was obtained 
in August, 1858, a copy of which is attached to this Keport. _ The total num- 
ber was 1,065, which, compared with the total number of inmates, at the 
same date, viz., 36,190, forms a large proportion of the whole. This large 
proportion is attributable mainly to the very small degree of actual pauper- 
ism in the population generally, except such as arises from physical disa- 
bility- and to the fact, that blindness, with very little exception, entails 
permanent disability to procure maintenance by labour. Notwithstanding 
this fact, however, it seems that of about 8,000 blind persons in Ireland, 
chiefly, no doubt, belonging to the indigent class, not more than one-eighth 
were in the Workhouse at the date of the return, although 1,714 appear to 
have been admitted there in the course of the three preceding years, which 
shows that some fluctuation exists in this species of destitution, as in others. 

That many cases of blindness arose out of the consequences of the famine 
there can be no doubt, ophthalmia having prevailed extensively in t hose parts 
of Ireland in which the distress was most severe, and owing its origin pro- 
bably to constitutional debility in many of the survivors of that period, and 
in some degree, perhaps to the change from a diet consisting, for the most 
part, of fresh vegetables, to a diet from which fresh vegetables were neces- 
sarily almost wholly excluded, a change not unlikely to favour the develop- 
ment of scrofulous affection in the system. 

The degree in which the famine has contributed to the number ot cases ot 
blindness in Ireland may be inferred, in some measure, from the number of 
persons who became blind in the Workhouses, of which there is a complete 
record from 1848 to the present date. The total number of such to the 31st 
December, 1857, was 796; and as the maximum number in the Workhouses 
at anyone time during that, period was only 265, 170, it maybe expected 
that the large majority of the 3,000,000 who received daily rations under the 
Temporary Relief Act — but who never entered the Workhouse— contributed 
somewhat to the existing number of blind persons in Ireland, although not in 
direct proportion to their numbers. 

The large number of those who became blind in the Workhouses was due to 
a combination of causes. A great number suffering from ophthalmia entered 
the Workhouse either through destitution or for curative treatment, and 
many of them with their eyes already in a hopeless state. The disease, 
when of a purulent type, is highly contagious ; and at a time when the Work- 
houses were full it spread, as might be expected, with great rapidity; and in 
a few Workhouses it broke out and prevailed epidemically. This was chiefly 
in certain Unions in the province of Munster; for the great majority ot 
Unions in Ireland were free from ophthalmia except in a sporadic form. 

The cases of blindness above-mentioned as arising in the Workhouses, 
compared with the number treated there for ophthalmia during the same 
period, which was 166,342, amounts to 0-48 per cent., or about one m 200 
cases ; and there are no means ot comparing that per centage with the per 
centage of those who became blind under treatment out of the Workhouse. 

To revert to the number of blind persons either permanently or occasionally 
receiving relief in the Workhouse (according to the return of Aupist last), 
the question arises as to the extent to which accommodation specially adapted 
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to the maintenance and care of the blind should be provided at the expense 
of the poor-rates. 

By the Act 6th and 7th \ ic. c. 92, sec. 14, it is provided, that the Guard- 
ians of Unions may send any blind inmates of a Workhouse, under eighteen 
years of age, to a blind asylum, to be maintained there a t the expense of the 
Union. The Commissioners have, in practice, construed this limit of ao-eto 
have reference to the time of sending, and not as a limit of the time for 
which a person sent, under the age of eighteen, may be legally retaiued in 
such asylum. Assuming that this construction is correct, the Commissioners 
are of opinion that the existing enactment ought to be adhered to ; and that 
any asylum established specially for the maintenance and care of the blind 
inmates of Workhouses should be limited to the object of giving industrial 
and other teaching to the young, and this for such limited time only as may 
fit them, if capable of instruction to that extent, to acquire the means of 
wholly or partially maintaining themselves. 

The project of accommodating, in blind asylums, all blind persons, whether 
capable of benefiting by instruction or not, and obliging them, because they 
are blind, to associate with none but those as blind as themselves, seems to 
the Commissioners to be founded on some mistaken views of the nature of the 
case. Never is a blind person more cheerful than in the presence of those 
who can see, and when in conversation with them, as in this way only he can 
obtain that knowledge of external objects and of passing occurrences which 
is denied to him through the organs of sight. Moreover, there is sympathy 
universally felt for the blind, on the part of those who can see, which cannot 
be felt by the blind for each other, and which results in continued acts of 
attention and kindness, tending greatly to alleviate the helpless condition of 
this class. Relying on the universality of this feeling, blind persons venture 
to traverse the crowded thoroughfares of Dublin at the times of the day 
when they are most crowded, without attendance. 

To cut off the blind from those sources of sympathy and pleasure, and from 
their means of communion with the outward world, which they palpably 
enjoy to most advantage in the society of people who can see, would be 
neither wise, nor humane, except for the sake of some great countervailing 
advantage, such as the opportunity of acquiring a trade or other means of 
livelihood, or as learning the art of reading, in however limited a range, must 
be admitted to be. 

The Commissioners question on these grounds the propriety of removing 
blind inmates generally from the Workhouses, in which there is at present so 
much vacant space, to asylums to be constructed exclusively for the blind • 
but are of opinion, at the same time, that the industrial and literary instruc- 
tion of the younger inmates cannot be kept up as a system without one or 
more establishments devoted exclusively to those objects. 

In the year 1853 the Commissioners addressed a Circular Letter to their 
Inspectors in reference to a return which they had obtained of the then 
number of blind inmates of Workhouses, requesting them to confer with the 
Guardians of those Unions in which there were blind inmates for whom no 
means of instruction or employment appeared to be provided, and to recom- 
mend arrangements to be made for imparting instruction to blind children 
and young persons of both sexes in the Workhouse, adverting, at the' same 
time, to the success of an experiment which had been mane in the Tipperary 
Union to instruct and employ the blind boys in the Workhouse in the manu- 
facture of baskets and mats. 

.From reports which the Commissioners have obtained from their Inspectors 
within the last few weeks, it would appear that the attempt to maintain in- 
dustrial instruction for the blind in Workhouses has not been generally per- 
severed in by Boards of Guardians, and that in only a very few cases is 
employment or instruction systematically afforded to this class. Mat-making 
is taught in two. Unions, shoe-making in three others, and basket-making in 
two others, besides the Tipperary Union above-mentioned, in which last- 
mentioned Union, however, instruction is now given to the blind male inmates 
in music. 

These appear to be the only cases in which an organized system of instruc- 
tion for the blind inmates of Workhouses exists, though in several other 
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•..knees it appears that the female inmates have been taught to knit, and 
f A thev as well as the males, are required to take a share in the general 
nrk of the house. In one Union there is a blind female who is stated to be 
n excellent nurse, and in another a man who is employed as an assistant in 
Jte Infirmary, while in a third there is a man, now forty-five years of age, 
ho has been an inmate since the opening of the Workhouse, who makes 
himself generally useful, works on the farm with the other men, pumps 
water, and attends to the feeding of cattle. 

Tt would thus appear that, although there is m the Workhouses a sufficient 
nrnvision for the comfort and care of this class in other respects, the attempts 
to sustain systematically the industrial instruction of the inmates have not 
been generally successful; and there is no provision in any Workhouse for 

teaching the blind to read. . , , 

The blind asylums now existing in Ireland are very few and very limited 
in extent and are seldom resorted to by the Guardians of Unions as the 
means of ’educating blind inmates of Workhouses, partly on account of the 
pxDense and partly the imperfect teaching to be found in them. It appears, 
however that there has recently been established, by private subscription, a 
new institution for the blind in Dominick-street, Dublin, to which the 
Guardians of several Unions have already proposed to send blind inmates 
from the Workhouse who are within the age limited by the Act of Parlia- 
ment for the purpose of instruction. This institution is intended for young 
Homan Catholic inmates of both sexes, and has been approved hy the Com- 
missioners under 14 sec. 6 and 7 Yie. c. 92. . 

Upon the whole, the Commissioners are of opinion, that m establishing a 
blind asylum for the inmates of Workhouses, the figures to he looked at (m 
the Return of August last) are not those which represent the total number 
of blind in the Workhouses, hut the total number who, under the existing 
state of the law, would he suitable persons to send to an asylum for the 
purposes of industrial, and, perhaps, also of literary instruction, as indicated 
in the columns headed “ten years and under eighteen years." 

This number amounted at that time to 188 ; and it is proposed to establish, 
in the first instance, an asylum at the town of Tipperary for 100 juvenile 
inmates of both sexes, under industrial and literary teachers, admitting, 
without discrimination, persons of any religious denomination. 

The details of the mode of management, the mode of charging the expendi- 
ture, and other particulars will be found in the proposed clauses annexed to 
this Report, in the consideration of which it should he borne in mind, that in 
resorting to the aid of a private fund for certain limited purposes, and in 
procuring a building rent free, it is not intended to save the poor-rates of 
Unions from a fair amount of expense in the treatment and instruction of 
blind inmates, but so to diminish the first outlay and the subsequent current 
expenditure as to bring the cost per head to such a reasonable amount as 
will not deter the Guardians of Unions from voluntarily availing themselves 
of the institution for the benefit of the blind inmates of tlieir respective 
Workhouses. 



By Order of the Commissioners, 



B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



To the Right Honourable Lord Naas, m.p., &c. 
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Keturn of Blind Inmates of Workhouses in Ireland annexed to the 
foregoing Letter. 



Numbor of Persons, Blind of both Eyes, who were inmates of the Workhouse on 
31st August, 1858. 



Provinces. 


MALES. 


FEMALES. 




TOTAL. 


— 


Under 

10 

years 


10 years 

under 

lSyears. 


and up- 


Total. 


io er 

years 
of age. 


10 years 
and 
under 
18years. 


18 

years 
und up- 


Total. 


Under 

10 

years 
of age. 


10 years 

under 

lByears. 


18 

and up- 
wards. 


Total. 


U LSTER, 


2 




41 


45 


1 


3 


59 


63 


3 


5 


100 


108 


M UNSTER, . 


7 


47 


129 


183 


9 


100 


336 


445 


16 


147 


465 


628 


Leinster, . 


2 


15 


85 


102 


- 


13 


128 


141 


2 


28 


213 


213 


Connaught, 




4 


23 


27 


4 


4 


51 


59 


4 


8 


74 


86 


Total, Ireland, 


11 


68 


278 


357 


14 


120 


574 


708 


25 


188 


852 


1,065 



Number of Persons, Blind of both Eyes, admitted to the Workhouse during the 
three years ended 31st August, 1858. 



Ulster, . 


3 


18 


122 


143 


- 


2 


70 


72 


3 


20 


192 


215 


Munster, . 


1 


61 


375 


437 


8 


74 


437 


519 


9 


135 


812 


556 


Leinster, . 


1 


43 


232 


276 


2 


22 


154 


178 


3 


65 


386 


451 


Connaught, 


- 


5 


42 


47 


1 


4 


37 


42 


1 


9 


79 


89 


Total, Ireland, 


5 


127 

. 


771 


903 


11 


102 


698 


811 


16 


229 


1,469 


1,114 




Number of Persons who became Blind while in tho Workhouse, during tlio 
three years ended 31st August, 1858. 


Ulster, . 


- 


- 


3 


3 


- 


- 






_ 




3 


3 


Munster, . 


1 


2 


0 


9 


- 


1 


12 


13 


1 


3 


18 


,! 


Leinster, . 


- 


4 


4 


S 


1 


3 


15 


19 


1 


7 


19 


21 


Connaught, 


" 


- 


5 


5 


1 


1 


- 


2 


1 


1 


5 




Total, Ireland, 


1 


6 


18 


25 


2 


5 


27 


34 


3 


11 


45 


59 
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X.] Religious Registration of Deserted Children. 

X. Copy of a Return (in part) to an Order of the Honour- 

able The House of Commons, dated 21st February, 1859, 
for Copy “ of all Correspondence that has passed between 
Boards of Guardians in Ireland and the Po<m Law 
Commissioners, since the 1st day of January, 1858, on 
the subject of the Religious Registration of Deserted 
Children ; and of all Opinions given by Her Majesty’s 
Law Advisers on the subject.” 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

28th February, 1859. 



Legal Opinions. 



(No. 10,841, d— 41.) 

No. 1. — Case laid before the Plight Honourable F. Blackburne, 
Attorney-General. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
S IRj 3rd January, 1842. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to transmit to you a 
copy of a letter from the Clerk of the Celbridge Union as to the religion 
in which deserted children should be instructed ; and with reference 
thereto the Commissioners desire to state that the case arises under the 
49th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act (of which a. copy is enclosed), 
and that it must be considered a case in which the religion of the child’s 
parents or guardians, or sponsors, cannot be ascertained, and in which the 
Guardians know of no one competent to object to the child’s being educated 
in the workhouse in any religious creed. . 

The Commissioners request your opinion, whether the Guardians are 
under any legal obligations to cause the child to be educated in the reli- 
gious creed of any particular denomination, and in which way the Com- 
missioners ought to direct or advise Boards of Guardians in similar cases. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

The Right Hon. Francis Blackburne, 

Attorney- General, &c., &c., &c., 

Letter referred to in No. 1. 

Gentlemen, Celbridge, 25th November, 1841. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of Celbridge Union to inform 
you that a deserted child, aged two years, having been received into the 
workhouse on Wednesday, 10th day of November, 1841, and the Board of 
Guardians having no evidence before them to satisfy them as to the religion 
of the parents, and there being no provision in the Poor Relief Act relating 
to such cases, in regard to the religion of a child, it was resolved that the 
Commissioners be requested to take the opinion of the law officers of the 
Crown on the above case for the guidance of this Board, as many cases of a. 
similar nature are likely to occur. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) Henry Holbrook, Clerk of the Union. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin, 
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No. 2. — Opinion thereon. 

I am of opinion that the Guardians ought, in such a case as this to 
cause the child to be educated in the religious creed of Protestantism 'the 
religion of the State. 

5th January, 1842. F. BnACKnmmjs. 



No. 3. — Case laid before the Right Hon. Abraham Brewster, 
Attorney-General, dated 9 th August, 1854. 

By the 49th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act it is provided that no 
order of the Commissioners, nor any byC-law, shall oblige any inmate of 
the workhouse to attend or be present at any religious service which may 
be celebrated in a mode contrary to the religious principles of such 
inmate; nor shall authorize the education of any child in such work- 
house in any religious creed other than that professed by the parents or 
surviving parent of such child, and to which such parents or parent shall 
object ; or, in the case of an orphan, to which the guardian or guardians 
godfather or godmother, of such orphan shall object. 

The Workhouse Register, which is required by the 41st and 43rd 
sections of the Irish Poor Relief Act to be kept by the Master, or other 
principal resident officer of the workhouse, and to be produced at every 
meeting of the Guardians for their examination, approval, or correction 
Contains a column headed “Religious denomination,” and the entry in 
this column is used by the workhouse officers as a guide in classifying the 
inmates according to their religious creeds when necessary, to separate 
them for attendance at Divine service, or for receiving religious instruc- 
tion, and also in sending for the respective Chaplains where necessary in 
cases of illness. 

A case has recently occurred in which a deserted child, aged two 
years, has been presented for admission to a workhouse, and the Guar- 
dians have resolved to register it as a Protestant, in accordance with an 
opinion given by the Right Honourable Francis Blackburne, in 1842, in 
a case where the religion of a child’s parents, guardians, or sponsors, 
could not be ascertained, and where the Guardians did not know of any 
one competent to object to the child’s being educated in the workhouse 
in any religious creed. The opinion given was that the Guardians ought 
in such a case to cause the child to be educated in the religious creed of 
Protestantism, that being the religion of the State. The decision of the 
Board, of Guardians in the present case is, however, protested against by 
the minority of the Board, on the ground that the certificate of the child’s 
baptism as a Roman Catholic has been produced, together with the evi- 
dence of the sponsor that she had been baptized as a Roman Catholic. 

Another class of cases has also been brought under the notice of the 
Commissioners in which a deserted_ child is brought to the workhouse, 
having been found by the police, which child, it appears on examination, 
has been taught to bless itself, and can recite certain prayers, showing 
that it has been taught certain forms peculiar to the Roman Catholic 
religion. 

The advice of the Commissioners has also been sought for in regard to 
the religious registry of another illegitimate child, the mother of the child 
having requested that it may be registered as of a religious creed different 
to her own. It is to be observed, in reference to this last case, that the 
49th. section of the Irish Poor Relief Act declares that no order of the 
Commissioners, nor any bye-law, shall authorize the education of any 
child in any religious creed other than that professed by the parents or 
surviving parent, and to which such parent shall object. In the present 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




x.] Religious Registration of Deserted Children. 155 

case the second condition of the prohibition does not exist, there being, 
of course, no objection on the part of the mother, who, it is submitted, is 
the only person legally competent to object j but then the question arises, 
does the absence of the second condition enable the Guardians, with the 
consent of the mother, to disregard the first; or, in other words, does the 
nrohibition apply only to cases in which both conditions exist ? The view 
which the Commissioners have on a former occasion taken on this point 
is that the 49th section would not be infringed in whatever way the 
Guardians might determine to register the child; but at the same time the 
words of the Statute point with considerable force to the education of the 
child in the religion of its only parent, notwithstanding that such parent 
may desire it to be brought up in a religion different from that which she 

herself professes. . . ' . . 

The Commissioners are desirous of obtaining your advice and opinion 
on the points involved in the several cases above set forth, and especially 

in reference to the following questions:— . 

1. Does the production of a certificate of baptism, or other evi- 
dence that a child has been baptized in a particular religious deno- 
mination, render it the duty of the Board of Guardians to register 
the child as of that religious denomination, in the absence of any 
other information as to the religious creed of its parents or guardians? 

2. Is the sponsor in such a case competent to object to the educa- 
tion of the child in any particular religious creed? or is the right of 
objection, given by the 49th section to guardians and sponsors, 
limited to cases in which the child is known to be an orphan ? 

3. Ought the guardians, on such evidence of previous religious 
education as that supplied by the fact mentioned in the second class 
of cases, viz., that the child can go through the form of blessing itself, 
or can recite certain prayers, to register the child as of the religious 
denomination in which that form is practised ? 

4. Can the guardians comply with the request of the mother of an 
illegitimate child to register that child as of a religious denomination 
different to her own ? 



No. 4. — Opinioh thereon. 

1. I do not consider the production of the certificate of baptism at all 
decisive of the question at issue; in many, perhaps inmost cases, it ought 
to regulate the registry as being evidence of the religion of the parents; 
hut in the case of a stolen or deserted infant, when the baptism was after the 
stealing or finding of the child, it could afford no such evidence. In all 
cases where it can be shown that the baptism was at the instance of the 
parents it ought to be considered decisive ; in other cases, it is only- 
evidence more or less powerful according to the facts of each case. 

2. Unless the child be an orphan the sponsor has no right to interfere 
in the matter ; the question is not whether the child is known to be an 
orphan, but whether it is so; this is a matter of fact to be decided on the 
evidence attainable. 

3. This is a difficult question. It must be obvious that, when a child 
has attained such maturity as to be capable of understanding any religious 
doctrine or observances, it would be most injudicious to unsettle, and 
perhaps destroy, all belief, by making a compulsory change ; whilst, on 
the other hand, it may happen that a child whose parents are of one 
religion may be so far instructed in some of the ceremonies of a different 
religion as to enable it to fulfil the conditions of this query, and in such a 
case it would obviously be improper to register it as of a religion different 
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from that of its parents. The only rule I can lay down is that it is con- 
t.raiy to the spirit of the law, and the duty of those entrusted with its 
execution, to endeavour to make converts; that where the religion of the 
parents is ascertained the child should be registered a£ of that religion 
the parents not. having a right to object to a child being registered as of 
their own religion. 

4. I apprehend that the illegitimate child must be registered as of 
the religion of the mother, and that she has no power to object, or to 
insist that it shall be registered as of a religion different from her own. I 
have only to add, that I quite concur in the opinion of Mr. Blackburn as 
to all cases to which it is applicable. 

(Signed) A. Bkewsteh, 

Merrion-square. 

August 12, 18.54. 



(Enel. 42,522—54.) 

No. 5 . — Case laid before tlie Attorney and Solicitor General 
(Mr. Brewster and Mr. Keosh) for their Joint Opinion. 

In a case recently submitted by the Poor Law Commissioners to the 
Attorney-General (a copy of which, with copy of the opinion given- there- 
on is annexed) on the subject of the religious registry of deserted and 
illegitimate children under the circumstances therein set forth, special re- 
ference was made to the 49th section of the Irish Poor Belief Act, 1 & 2 
Vie. c. 56, which prohibits the education of children in workhouses in any 
religious creed other than that professed by the parents or surviving 
parent, and to which such parents or parent shall object; and the queries 
submitted and the opinion given appear to have exclusive reference to 
that section. 

There are, however, cases, such, for instance, as that upon which the 
opinion of Mr. Blackburn, quoted in the annexed ease, was given, which 
do not appear to come within the scope of the 49th section of the Irish Poor 
Belief Act, where neither the parents are known nor the religion of the 
parents, and where there is no person legally competent under that section 
to object to the child being educated in any religious creed which the 
guardians may determine; and in this class of cases Mr. Blackburn's 
opinion, the child should be educated in the religion of the State, has 
been acted upon to the present time. But it sometimes happens ’that 
when a child is brought to the workhouse, and no information exists 
about the parents or their religion, there are facts which show that the 
child has received some religious instruction, or that it has been baptized 
by a clergyman of a particular religious persuasion; and where this is the 
case, a question has arisen whether Mr. Blackburn’s opinion can be con- 
sidered to be applicable, that opinion having been given in a case where 
nothing whatever was known respecting the child previously to its beiim 
found deserted, and the Commissioners are desirous of obtaining your 

opinion and advice, in conjunction with that of the j l' j General 

in reference to this class of cases. 

The 42nd section of the Irish Poor Belief Act provides that the Com- 
missioners shall cause to be printed for the use of every union a sufficient 
number of register -books for making entries of the descriptions of persons 
admitted into and relieved in the workhouse, according to the form in the 
Schedule annexed to the Act, and it is by the same section provided that 
m such register-books shall be printed upon each side of every leaf the 
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heads of information therein required to be registered respecting the 
persons so to be admitted and relieved, together with such other parti- 
culars as the Commissioners may prescribe. 

Bv the 43rcLsection the Commissioners are required to furnish to every 
Board of Guardians, for the use of the master, or other principal resident 
officer of every workhouse, one of such register -books; and it is enacted 
that every such master or officer shall, as soon as conveniently may be, 
roister in the said book the particulars required to be registered accord- 
in? to the form in the said first schedule, touching every person to be 
admitted into and relieved in such workhouse; and such register-book is 
to be produced at every meeting of guardians for their examination, 
approval, or correction, and when so approved or corrected, it is to be 
sio-ned by the chairman and countersigned by the clerk. 

°The form of register-book which the Commissioners have provided m 
pursuance of the above sections is as follows: 



p 0KM e. Registry of Persons Admitted into and Discharged from the 

Workhouse of the Union — See 1 & 2 Viet. c. 56, s. 42. 




It will be observed, in reference to the above form, that the Commis- 
sioners have, in pursuance of the authority given by section 42 of the Act 
above quoted, prescribed several particulars to be registered m addition 
to those specified in the form given in the Schedule to the Act, and that 
one of such additional particulars (column 7) is the religious denomina- 
tion of the person admitted; and the question arises as to how the Master 
and the Board of Guardians should register the religious denomination of 
children brought to the workhouse under circumstances such as those 
before alluded to, the provisions of the 42nd and 43rd sections appearing to 
raise a question in reference to such cases distinct from any of those 
submitted to the Attorney-General under the 49th section, viz., Whethei 
under the former sections, nothing being known of the parents, the guai - 
ians would be justified in describing the child in the register-book as of a 
different denomination from that conveyed in its known baptism, or its 
baptism as presumed from the knowledge of certain forms and prayers? 

The Commissiomers are desirous, therefore, of obtaining the joint 
opinion of the Attorney and Solicitor-General oil the following queries: 

1 Does the production of a certificate of baptism, or other evidence 
that a child has been baptized in a particular religious denomination, 
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render it the duty ol the Board of Guardians to register the child as 
of that religious denomination, in the absence of any information as to 
the religious creed of its parents or guardians ? 

2. Ought the guardians, on such evidence of previous religious edu 
cation as that supplied by the fact that the child can go through the 
form of blessing itself, or can recite certain prayers, to register the 
child as of the religious denomination in which that form is practised 
or those prayers are used ? 1 ’ 



No. 6. — Copy Opinion op Attorney-General. 

To 1st Query. I have fully conferred with the Solicitor- General on 
this case and we have agreed that each should state his own opinion. Mine 
is, that the mere production of a certificate of baptism does not render it 
the duty of the Board of Guardians to register a child so young as to be 
incapable of forming any opinion of its own, as of the religious denomina- 
tion of the clergyman who has given the certificate. What effect the 
production of other evidence may have, must depend on its nature and suffi- 
ciency, and no answer, generally applicable, can be given to that part of the 
first query. The difficulty will arise for the most part, if not exclusively 
m cases of deserted children of very tender years, the religion of whose 
parents is unknown. In such cases (according to Mr. Blackbume’s 
opinion of 1 842, in which I have already expressed my concurrence) it is 
the duty of the Board of Guardians to register and educate the child in 
the religion of the State, the onus of proving that they ought to register 
and educate it in any other lies on those who require them to do so • this 
can only be done by proving that the religion of the child’s parent was 
not only not that of the State, but that in which they require it to be 
educated (for the query in effect excludes cases of orphans, whose religion 
may in certain cases be determined by their guardians or sponsors). 
This it is which raises the question, to what extent is the certificate of 
baptism of a deserted child evidence of the religion of its parent? It 
appears to me that in the absence of any other proof whatever (a case, 
however, in my opinion not merely hypothetical, but almost impossible),’ 
the certificate is no evidence either way ; for as it does not appeal- whe- 
ther the baptism took place before or after the desertion, it may as well 
have been after as before; and if so, it is obvious that it can afford no 
evidence as to the parents’ religion. It therefore appears to me, that it 
is not the mere certificate of baptism, but the time which it took place, 
and the circumstances of it, that must be considered in order to arrive at 
any reasonable inference as to what the religion of the parent of a deserted 
child may have been. 

2nd Query. If it can be ascertained that the child has been instructed 
in the tenets and practices of any particular religious denomination, the 
Guardians ought not to allow its religious opinions or belief to be dis- 
turbed ; at least unless its parents actually interfere to direct its religious 
education. 

8th December, 1854. (Signed) A. Brewster. 



No. 7. — Copy Opinion of the Solicitor-General. 

^ knve conferred with the Attorney-General on this case, and reo-ret 
that he and I do not arrive at the same conclusion on the first query 
The question, put in distinct terms, admits that the Guardians are alto- 
gether without information as to the religious belief of the parents or 
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medians of a child, save so far as they may be guided by the feet of the 
baotism of the child as of a particular religious denomination ot Christians. 
In that case (and it is upon it alone I am asked to advise), I am of opinion 
that the Guardians cannot throw out of consideration the tact ot baptism , 
in the absence of all other information, it seems to me to raise a strong 
nresumption that the person who had the child baptized was of the religious 
denomination in which he caused that sacrament to be administered ; and i 
can see no valid reason for assuming that the person so in charge ot the 
child was not its parent; but, on the contrary, the natural inference appears 
to me to be that the child was baptized at the desire of its parent and in 
the same religious denomination to which the parent belonged. I therefore 
do consider that, in the absence of all other information the production 
' of a regular certificate of baptism, or other sufficient , evidence that a child 
has been baptized in a particular religious denomination renders it the 
duty of the Board of Guardians to register the child as of that religious de- 
nomination in which it has been baptized. „ ,. 

As to the second query, I entertain no doubt that the Guardians, on 
such evidence of previous religious education as that supplied by the tact 
that the child can go through the form of blessing itself, or can recite 
certain prayers, ought to register the child as of the religious denomination 
in which that form is practised or those prayers are used. 

I am not asked to give any opinion upon the questions submitted some 
years since to Mr. Blackburn; but I may add that, m arriving at the 
conclusion I have above expressed, I have been much influenced by the 
manifest intention of the Legislature, as declared m the Irish Pool Belief 
Act, to discountenance all interference with the religion of the inmates ot 
workhouses, whether adults, children under the protection of then- parents, 
or orphans. 

December, 1854. (Signed) William Keogh. 
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Nenagli, 
Newcastle, 
Newport, . 
New Ross, 
Newry, 
Newtown ards 
Newtownlima\ 


Oldcastle, . 

Omagh, 

Oughterard, 


Parsonstown, 

Portumna, 


Rathdown, 
Rath drum, 
Rathkeale, 
Roscommon, 
Roscrea, . 


Scariff, 

Shillelagh, 

Skibbereen, 

Skull, 

Sligo, 

Strabane, . 
Stranorlar, 
Strokestown, 
Swineford, 


Thomastown, 
Thurles, . 
Tipperary, 
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Annual Return of Expenditure, fyc. [Arp. B. 
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* This sum of £457,337 os. 11 \d. is the Total Expenditure for the Relief of the Poor during the year ended 29th September, 1858, by the Poor Law Unions of Ireland as 
now constituted. Payments were, however, made during the year on account of expenses incurred in tlio collection of Rates, and in the settlement of tho affairs of certain 
former Unions, the boundaries of which wore altered in 1849, 1850, and 1851, amounting, according to -returns roooivod- from the Clerks of Unions, to £298, making a Total 
Expenditure during tho Year ended 29th September, 1858, of £457,035 5 s. lljd. 




No 4.] Summaries of Union Accounts to March and Sept. 1858. 173 

w 0 , 4 —Summaries of Tables Nos. 2 and 3, showing the Total Receipts, 
Expenditure, and Balances, for the Half-years ended 25th March and 
29th September, 1858, respectively. 



i —Summary of Table No. 2. :_Half-year ended 25th March, 1858:— 163 Unions. 



Dr. 

To balances in favour of Electoral 
Divisions at the close of pre 
vious half-year, •.. ..' 

„ Amount of poor-rate 

and lodged during the half- 
year ended 25th March, ’*858, 

, Amount of repayment of relict 
’ by way of loan, • • 

Amount raised by rate or bor- 
rowed for emigration purposes, 
„ Amount of other receipts, . 

Credits under final adjustment 

orders, consequent on change 

of Union boundaries, 


£ i. d. 

376,439 3 7 i 
145 3 104 

3,213 12 44 


£ 3. d. 

97,449 12 

370,797 17 11 


Cr. 

By balances against Electoral Di- 
visions at the close of previous 
half-year, 

,, In-maintenance and Clothing 
of Electoral Division Paupers 
during half-year ended 25th 
March, 1858, . 

„■ Ditto, of Union Paupers, 

„ Out-door relief, maintenance of 
Electoral Division Paupers, 
during the above period, 

„ Ditto, of Union Paupers, 

„ Relief by way of Loan, 


£ 3. d. 

_ 

111,282 0 04 
30,178 6 5 

1,513 18 Uj 


£ s. d. 
47,900 10 13 

1 i 




32 9 8 






1,874 3 3| 


,, Establishment charges, 

,, Repayment of loans under Act, 
1 and 2 Vic., C. 66, S. 35, 

„ Y aluation expenses, . 

,, AmountofCollectors’poundage 
or other remuneration, ' 

,, Emigration expenses, . 

„ Amount of Emigration Loan 
repaid, and interest thereon, 
,, Burial expenses, 

,, Election, law, and other ex- 
penses, .... 


77,545 19 0; 

270 0 0 
386 10 6 

8,508 1 2 li 
379 12 llj 

672 6 2 
1,052 12 61 

4,918 4 9| 


93,733 18 1| 

46,029 19 63 
8 15 5 
174,173 16 0 








„ Amount repaid under Loans 
& Annuities’Act, 13Vic.,c.l4, 
„ Expenses under Medical Cha- 
rities' Act, 14 & 15 Vic., c. 68, 


197 13 5 
45,832 6 0| 


„ Balances ngainst Electoral Di- 
visions at the close of this 
half-year, 




• 

20,785 1 7| 


„ Debits under final adjustment 
orders, consequent on chaDge 
of Union boundaries, 

„ Balancesin favour of Electoral 
Divisions at the close of this 
half-year. 




Total, 


- 


604,906 15 74 


Total, . 


— 


504,906 15 74 


ii Summary of Table No. 3. 


-Half-year ended 29th Sept., 1858: — 162 Unions.* I 


Dr. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


Cr. 


£ s. d. 


£ 3. d. 


To balances in favour of Electoral 
Divisions at the close of pre- 
vious half-year, 

„ Amount of poor-rnte collected 
and lodged during the half-year 
ended 29th September, 1 853, 

„ Amount of repayment of relief 
bywayofloan, 

„ Amount raised by rate or bor- 
rowed foremigration purposes, 
„ Amount of other receipts. 


148,547 15 8 
158 19 9 

3,424 1 4j 


172,796 9 74 


By balances against Electoral Di- 
visions at the close of previous 
half-year, . - • 

„ In-maintenance and Clothing 
of Electoral Division Paupers 
during half-year ended 29th 
September, 1858, 

„ Ditto of Union Paupers, 

,, Out-door relief, maintenance 
of Electoral Division Paupers 
. during the above period, 

„ Ditto of Union Paupers, 


97,662 17 74 
X ' m “ ° 

1,514 17 74 
52 17 14 


26,728 15 3j 


„ Creditsunder final adjustment 
orders, consequent on change 
of Union boundaries, 






,, Relief by way of Loan, 




125,444 16 5 




4,961 0 7 


,, Establishment charges, 

Repavmentofloans under Act, 
1 and 2 Viet., c. 56, s. 35, 

,, Valuation expenses, . 

„ AmountofCoUeetors’poundagc 

or other remuneration, 

„ Emigration expenses, . 

,, Amount of Emigration Loan 
repaid, and interest thereon, 
,, Burial expenses, 

„ Election, law, and other ex- 
penses, .... 


76,946 8 3j 

2,172 4 6 
232 4 11 

5,063 12 74 

394 7 11 
932 5 5 

5,335 7 1 








Amount repaid under Loans 
Sc Annuities’Act, 13Vic., c. 14, 
Expenses under Medical Cha- 
rities’ Act, 14 & 15 Vic., c. 68, 


142 1 2 
46,559 6 0 




,, Balances against Electoral Di- 
vlsionsatthedose of this half- 
year, .... 

Total, . 




37,624 8 03 


„ Debits under final adjustment 
orders, consequent on change 
of Union boundaries, . 

„ Balances in favour of Electoral 
Divisions at close of this half- 
year, . 


' - 


87 19 73 
75,191 1 73 




367,512 15 1 


Total, . 


_ 


367,612 15 1 



* Abstracts of the Accounts of Galway Union for this half-year not received. 
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Particulars of Establishment Charges 



[Arp. B. 



No. 5.— Table showing the Particulars included under the head of 
Audited Accounts of Unions, for tie 



Names of Unions. 


Salaries 
and Rations 
of 

Officers. 


Repairs, 
Improvements, 
and additional 
Buildings. 


Furniture, 
Utensils, and 
Implements of 
Work. 


Proportion 
of Fuel, &c., 
debited to 
Establishment. 


Printing, 
Stationery, 
Advertising, 
and Postago. 




£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


</. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 




Abbeyleix, 


286 


7 


11 


43 


5 


« 


5 


0 


7 


3 


1 


0 




I Antrim, . 


275 


3 


7 


123 


15 


10 


13 


5 


7 




_ 




33 JO 0 


Ardee, 


325 


13 


10 


76 


3 


1 


32 


19 


10 


1 


11 


10 


34 19 4 


Armagh, . 


330 


7 


9 


89 


7 


2 


13 


10 


3 


1 


19 


9 




Athlone, . 


401 


19 


2 


36 


12 


5 


16 


5 


0i 


1L 


10 


10 


30 7 10 1 


Athy, 


342 


2 


11 


39 


12 


3 


43 


6 


10 


14 


15 


0 


37 19 5 


Bailieborough, 


166 


5 


4 


41 


13 


0 


9 


13 


0 


0 


12 


5 


25 16 10 


Ballina, . 


312 


4 


2 


25 


16 


7 


8 


12 


8 


13 


4 


11 


26 4 R 


Ballinasloe, 


305 


8 


4 


68 


10 


10 


37 


2 


7 


8 


4 


0 


33 5 ]] 


B allinrobe, 


245 


12 


5 


46 


5 


11 


13 


3 


o 


7 


8 


1{ 


26 4 1 1 


Ballycastle, 


154 


17 


9 


35 


6 


10 


10 


5 


1 


3 


2 


11 


22 10 3 


Ballymahon, . 


220 


11 


H 


100 


10 


6 


12 


16 


5 


14 


12 


5 


12 15 5 1 


Ballymena, 


387 


11 


0 


163 


13 


5 


33 


10 


7 


1 


14 


10 


31 85! 


Ballymoney, . 


269 


19 


1 


39 


15 


5 


9 


0 


8 


0 


16 


3 


24 19 3 


Ballyshanpon, . 


160 


2 


4 


24 


4 


1 


6 


16 


3 


6 


14 


4 


17 16 7 


Ballyvaghan, . 


127 


10 


H 


19 


19 


« 


27 


14 


0 


5 


9 


H 


6 6 2 


Balrothery, 


273 


7 




51 


13 


8 


25 


11 


0 


1 


2 


8' 


57 0 5 


Baltinglass, 


384 


14 


2 


53 


14 


0 


28 


11 


3 


4 


17 


7 


31 2 10 


Banbridge, 


315 


15 


01 


28 


4 


4 


29 


4 


4 


3 


15 


0 


33 3 2 


Bandon, . 


276 


16 


6 


31 


11 


9 


29 


10 


9 


6 


11 


3 


64 18 2 


Ban try, . 


178 


11 


11 


9 


14 


] 


2 


10 


10 


10 


11 


4 


11 9 0 


Bawnboy, 


170 


6 


5 


6 


15 


4 


8 


19 


6 


26 


14 


2 


19 1 6 


Belfast, . 


1,010 


5 


10 


150 


6 


10 


117 


7 


7 


3 


0 


0 


166 5 10 


Belmullet, 


90 


15 


4 


1 


10 


10 


1 


6 


4 


6 


5 


8 


11 11 1 


Borrisokane, . 


187 


14 


8 


9 


0 


0 


18 


0 


0 


6 


10 


0 


32 0 0 


Boyle, 


351 


8 


5 


34 10 


1 


10 


6 


6 


4 


13 


7 


43 12 0 


Caherciveen, . 


269 


14 


4 


73 


3 


3 


6 


9 


6 


1 


14 


8 


35 1 8 


Callan, 


336 


2 


81 


42 


6 


0} 


12 


13 


8 § 


8 


13 


3) 


52 8 4 


Carlow, . 


539 


19 


4 


63 


9 


4 


41 


5 


9 


53 


8 


10 


36 17 4 


Carrickmacross, 


216 


2 


Bf 


19 


10 


3 


13 


9 


54 


1 




0 


16 2 0 


Carrick-on-Shannon, 


296 


8 


10 


27 


18 


10 


8 


13 


10' 


18 


16 


2 


26 18 9 


Camck-on-Suir, 


408 


8 


4 


230 


4 


9 


53 


9 


3 


30 


8 


0 


36 2 10 


Cashel, . 


354 


10 


4 


134 


17 


10 


32 


12 


10 


61 


8 


7 


43 6 9 


Castlebar, 


239 


9 


8 


9 


0 


0 


4 


7 


5 


6 


9 


8 


36 18 2 


Castleblayney, 


213 


19 


8 


56 


12 


6 


8 


16 


4 


0 


10 


6 


24 7 0 


Castlecomer, . 


241 


7 


a 


13 


18 


3 


12 


10 


4 


13 


0 


0 


19 13 9 


Castlederg, 


143 


13 


2 


59 


7 


7 


3 


10 


5 


4 


11 




6 9 4 


Castlerea, 


266 


11 


0i 


8 


3 


10 


12 


10 


9 


10 


3 


6 


65 16 3 


Castletown, 


171 


15 


8 


8 


5 


3 


5 


1 


9 


8 


19 


7 


16 3 2 


Castletowndelvin, 


164 


0 


JO 


6 


18 


4 


21 


14 


10 


8 


11 


0 


23 5 7 


Cavan, 


316 


18 


9 


41 


8 


3 


17 


11 


6 


3 


0 


0 


17 18 3 


Celbridge, 


220 


5 


5 


24 10 


10 


46 


16 


0 


23 


3 


9 


32 15 7 


Claremorris, 


191 


9 


Of 


71 


10 


1 


37 


4 


8f 


6 


6 


Ilf 


41 10 11 


Clifden, . 


188 


0 


0 


19 


7 


8 


16 


10 


10 


5 


8 


0 


29 0 7 


Clogheen, 


311 


11 


5 


19 


13 


10 


16 


5 


4 


15 


3 


4 


23 5 6 


Clogher, . 


168 


9 


n 


24 


4 


0 


8 


17 


0 


1 


6 


0 


14 0 1 


Clonalcilty, 


191 


5 




44 


8 


8 


4 


3 


5 


10 


10 


3 


11 18 4 


Clones, . 


133 


3 


5f 


45 


15 


li 


10 


15 


7 


0 


18 


0 


29 14 2 


Clonmel, . 


494 


12 


H 


137 


9 


o| 


58 


12 


2 


50 


2 


24 


41 2 11 


Coleraine, 


276 


19 


0 


78 


8 


6 


11 


11 


10 




6 


o' 


30 19 1 


Cooks town, 


184 


3 


10 


14 


14 


4 


12 


15 


7 


3 


13 


4 


14 7 G 


Cootehill, 


212 


4 


3 


21 


15 


11 




_ 










36 13 7 


Cork, 


1,218 


18 


3 


401 


6 


8 


131 


5 


4 


46 


0 


0 


126 4 5 


Corrofin, . 


146 


18 


7 


4 


15 


3 


3 


6 


if 


12 


11 


Hi 


12 4 in 


Croom, . 


217 


10 


0 


38 


17 


5 


3 


9 


5 


16 


7 


0 


23 7 3 
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Particulars of Establishment Charges 



[App, B, 



Ho. 5 . — Table showing the Paetioulaes included under the head of 
Audited Accounts of Unions, for the 



Namks of Unions. 


Salaries 
and Rations 
of 

Officers. 


Repairs, 
Improvements, 
and additional 
Buildings. 


Furniture, 

U tonsils, and 
Implements of 
Work. 


j Proportion 
of Fuel, &e., 
debited to 
Establishment 


Printing, 
Stationer)-, 
Advertising, 
and Postage, 
'' 




£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


(I. 


Dingle, 


295 


19 


0 


24 


7 


2 


) 


18 


6 


17 


19 


11 


15 


14 


3 


Donaghmore, . 


186 


10 


7 


7 


17 


6 


5 


4 


8 


4 


10 


0 


23 


8 


0 


Donegal, . 


143 


3 


3 


14 


19 


6 


3 


18 


2 


4 


0 


0 


| 27 


0 


] 


Downpatrick, 


276 


9 


7 


307 


0 


0 


12 


3 


10 


2 


10 


0 


| 29 


14 


3 


Drogheda, 


357 


14 


10 


182 


5 


0 


25 


18 


3 


0 


19 


9 


42 


4 


1 


Dromore West, 


142 


7 


'6 


352 


2 


5 


9 


1 


10 


7 


17 


5 


36 


8 


8 


Dublin, North, 


1,367 


1 


2 


146 


2 


7 


164 


16 


4 


118 


13 


11 


140 


5 


1 


Dublin, South, 


1,741 


2 


0 


1,237 


16 


3 


651 


12 


6 


318 


5 


1 


325 


3 


2 


Dundalk, . 


320 


17 


0 


81 


14 


9 


9 


9 


0 


2 


15 


0 


40 


7 


1 


Dunfanaghy, 


100 


0 


7 


8 


19 


2 


5 


13 


0 


8 


4 


3 


10 


9 


3 


Dungannon, 


265 


8 


5 


157 


19 


8 


25 


7 


7 


1 


10 


4 


28 


10 


7 


Dungarvan, 


364 


19 


0 


39 


2 


11 


16 


17 


4 


11 


]0 


10 


32 


18 


9 


Dunmanway, 


142 


9 


n 


5 


7 


1 


3 


18 


4 


11 


5 


n 


18 


15 


9 


Dunshaughlin, 


356 


5 




40 


1 


3 


13 


12 


2 


13 


11 


0 


20 


13 


9 


Edenderry, 


295 


2 




102 


16 


0* 


16 


10 


4 


1 


19 


0 


33 


8 


1 


Ennis, 


374 


16 




18 


4 


4* 


32 


15 


11 


12 


18 


3£ 


47 


15 


7 


Ennirscorthy, 


424 


9 


6 


86 


5 


3 


43 


5 


10 


12 


13 


9 


34 


16 


4 


Enniskillen, 


258 


1 


0 


33 


13 


10 


0 


17 


9 


6 


13 


8 


17 


6 


3 


Ennistymon, 


271 


5 


9 


65 


5 


9 


23 


14 


10 


6 


16 


11 


40 


11 


5 


Fermoy, . 


288 


16 


7 


110 


18 


1 


39 


16 


2 


2 L 


8 


Hi 


23 


15 


1 


Galway, 


364 


17 


7 


21 


19 


6 


17 


18 


5 


15 


15 


7 


49 


14 


1 


Glennamaddy, . 


165 


13 


7 


23 


19 


9 


7 


14 


0 


6 


19 


7 


]8 


10 


4 


Glenties, . 


116 


14 


6 


9 


5 


4 


6 


10 


1 


3 


15 


0 


8 


16 


10 


Glin, 


202 


6 


4* 


9 


0 


11 


1 


17 


10 


12 


4 


11 


15 


2 


9 


Gorey, 


336 


0 


4 


55 


11 


.10 


7 


30 


8 


16 


0 


4 


30 


11 


1 


Gort, 


228 


1 


3 


53 


15 


0 


15 


3 


2 


13 


13 


0 


26 


14 


b 


Gortin, 


101 


19 


3 


13 


14 


6 


2 


19 


0 


3 


18 


9 


8 


13 


11 


Granard, . 


20!) 


4 


0 


29 


12 


9 


23 


5 


2 


3 


0 


0 


18 


4 


0 


Inishowen, 


165 


0 


2 


9 


18 


3 


2 


15 


6 


10 


17 


0 


20 


7 


9 


Kanturk, . 


405 


11 


11 


86 


11 


0 


6 


14 


10 


20 


10 


3 


34 


3 


9 


Kells, 


307 


9 


10 


138 


3 


9 


22 


18 


7 


2 


10 


0 


28 


2 


10 


Kenmare, 


263 


12 


4 


17 


19 


7 


21 


1 


1 


14 


2 


0 


36 


8 


4 


Kilkeel, . 


163 


11 


8 


16 


3 


9 


4 


3 


9 


1 


5 


0 


12 


2 


11 


Kilkenny, 


582 


4 


8 


53 


5 


7 


40 


9 


8 


38 


3 


6 


32 


8 


8 


Killadysert, 


202 


13 


6 


8 


1 


10 


9 


19 


7 


10 


10 


• 0 


17 


0 


9 


Kill ala, 


93 


8 


9 


18 


14 


5 


4 


6 


9 


5 


1 


6 


5 


14 


0 


Killarney, 


403 


7 


5 


160 


11 


4 


54 


12 


8 


28 


18 


1 


16 


3 


0 


Kilmacthomas, 


224 


2 


8 


21 


15 


2 


17 


4 


7 


5 


15 


6 


34 


9 


6 


Kilmallock, 


434 


9 


5 


125 


11 


6 


66 


9 


3 


4 


3 


8 


65 


9 


11 


Kilrush, . 


385 


1 


7 


82 


11 


10 


54 


10 


6 


6 


0 


7 


49 


1 


5 


Kinsale, . 


194 


18 


11 


35 


10 


9 


9 


1 


1 


6 


4 


9 


17 


7 


7 


Larne, 


274 


0 


5 


29 


4 


8 


15 


13 


2 


1 


17 


2 


28 


12 


8 


Letterkenny, 


136 


16 


0 


3 


15 


5 


6 


7 


2 


10 


11 


1 


3 


6 


10 


Limerick, . 


615 


14 


3 


92 


6 


11 


101 


7 


9 


36 


10 


5 


58 


4 


C 


Lisburn, . 


291 


13 


10 


36 


8 


9 


6 


18 


11 


1 


14 


3 


38 


14 


1 


Lismore, . 


307 


11 


3 


30 


9 


0 


22 


5 


4 


16 


15 


5 


19 


0 


10 


Lisnaskea, 


148 


1 


4 


27 


6 


3 


2 


10 


10 


19 


19 


5 


13 


15 


11 


Listowel, . 


266 


1 


6 


44 


18 


9 


8 


19 


4 


7 


13 


5 


24 


19 


8 


Londonderry, . 


324 


15 


10 


51 


19 


3 


18 


17 


11 


15 


2 


6 


26 


8 


10 


Longford, . 


328 


1 


7 


30 


19 


0 


14 


18 


3 


23 


16 


3 


25 


1 


6 


Loughrea, 


254 


8 


3 


26 


4 


5 


1 


2 


10 


6 


0 


5 


16 


19 


5 


Lowtherstown, . 


119 


3 


7 


7 


3 


7 


0 


12 


0 


10 


16 


9 


9 


6 


0 


Lurgan, . 


307 


3 


2 


223 


10 


0 


42 


11 


6 


6 


0 


9 


86 


10 


2 


Macroom, 


192 


0 


5 ! 


31 


7 


7 


17 


7 


2 


14 


7 


0 


18 


18 


2 


iVfagherafelt, 


266 


2 


0 ! 


19 


9 


6 


5 


2 


4 


2 


0 


0 


14 


11 


0 
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178 Particulars of Establishment Charges [App 



No. 5 . — Table showing the Particulars included under the head of 

Audited Accounts of Unions, for tie 



Names of Unions. 


Salaries 
and Rations 
of 

Officers. 


Repairs, 
Improvements, 
and additional 
Buildings. 


Furnituro, 
Utensils, and 
Implements of 
Work. 


Proportion 
of Fuel, &c., 
debited to 
Establishment. 


Printing, 
Stationery, 
Advertising, 
and Postage, 




£ 


it. 


d. 


£ 


8. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


S. 


d. 


£ 


Mallow, . 


358 


0 


11 


34 


11 


10 


13 


0 


8 


9 


5 


0 


■10 11 11 


Manorh amilton, 


007 


17 


» 


24 


18 


3 


12 


3 


6 


6 


6 


4 


30 18 ol 


Mid le ton, . 


384 


17 


9 


27 


3 


2 


19 


15 


8 


15 


14 


5 


33 19 4 


Milford, . 


178 


14 


8 


9 


13 


3 


12 


1 


8 


10 


4 


0 


10 14 1 


Millstreet, 


a io 


13 


0 


19 


0 


10 


8 


0 


4 


7 


2 


0 


lit 4 4 


Mitchelstown, . 


23 a 


18 


5 


162 


0 


9 




16 


8 


13 


13 


9 


11 18 10 


Moliill, . 


216 


8 


4 


7 


18 


5 


18 


11 


1 


6 


3 


6 


14 16 2 


Monaghan, 


887 


18 


2 


26 


10 


6 


11 


16 


9 


1 


0 


0 


40 11 8 


Mount Bellew, . 


234 


8 


0 


15 


4 


3 


9 


15 


5 


9 


14 


4 


14 12 2 


Mountmelick, . 


380 


19 


4 


21 


14 


5 


81 


12 


5 


5 


0 


0 


86 17 10 


Mullingar, 


37!) 


15 


o 


41 


1 


11 


18 


3 


0 


33 


17 


6 


4!) 7 11 


Naas, 


315 


5 


1 


84 


8 


9 


23 


2 


7 


20 


10 


7 


30 11 8 


N avan, 


306 


3 


9 


25 


11 


3 


29 


2 


2 


0 


7 


3 


22 4 8 


Nenagh, . 


339 


15 


8 


64 


5 


8 


9 


2 


0 


2 


•0 


0 


30 13 0 | 


Newcastle, 


398 


10 


9 


35 


15 


7 


12 


7 


10 


37 


14 


4 


40 31 1 j 


Newport, . 


164 


7 


0 


9 


19 


3 


1 


9 


10 


8 


11 


3 


24 5 3 


New Ross, 


307 


15 


2 


86 


3 


10 


38 


15 


0 


03 


2 


5 


45 5 1 


Newrv, 


350 


15 


3 


133 


11 


7 


28 


1 


6 


4 


17 


0 


62 G 4! 


New town ards, . 


358 


6 


3 


56 


15 


9 


62 


19 


10 


3 


0 


0 


8!) 16 3! 


Newtownlirnavady, 


266 


12 


11 


27 


12 


6 


2 


19 


8 


11 


15 


0 


20 18 4. 


0 Ideas tie, . 


248 


7 


10 


16 


9 


0 


11 


10 


0 


3 


0 


0 


30 10 0 


| Omagh, 


206 


0 


8 


36 


17 


7 


28 


5 


11 


26 


0 


0 


31 5 2 i 


Oughterard, 


178 


9 


8 4 


10 


7 


0 


5 


7 


10 * 


5 


8 


1 


9 0 4| 


i Parsonstown, . 


307 


9 


u 


30 


2 


5 


18 


15 


1 


2 


15 


0 


36 17 10 


Portumna, 


188 


1 


4 


3 


14 


0 




_ 






_ 




16 3 9 


Rath down, 


432 


0 


9 


176 


17 


3 


81 


9 


8 


4 


0 


0 


82 16 8 I 


Rath drum, 


390 


2 


6 


97 


13 


5 


118 


19 


8 


5 


10 


0 


13 15 3 


Rathkeale, 


289 


5 


9 


34 


5 


0 


8 


9 


10 


16 


19 


8 


22 17 3 


Roscommon, 


321 


14 


Hi 


96 


7 


0 


35 


11 


10 


2 


0 


0 


33 17 7 


Roscrea, . 


334 


19 




53 


8 


8 


45 


19 


11 


7 


10 


0 


12 9 9 1 


Scariff, 


205 


11 


84 


48 


7 


44 


22 


18 


04 


17 


15 


in 


21 13 2! 


Shillelagh, 


228 


15 


5 


8 


18 


10 


20 


0 


91 


3 


15 


0 


8 12 2 


Skibbereen, 


298 


J 


0 


48 


12 


0 


6 


16 


0 


6 


1 


3 


31 17 4 


] Skull, 


175 


14 


4 


5 


15 


7 


1 1 


11 


3 


3 


13 


5 


0 7 0 


| Sligo, 


353 


3 


6 


79 


7 


10 


26 


11 


5 


18 


11 


1 


77 3 7 


Strabane, . 


236 


19 


1 


34 


18 


8 


9 


19 


8 


14 


17 


3 


27 4 11 


Stranorlar, 


177 


0 


7 


10 


3 


1 


6 


7 


5 


9 


5 


0 


9 1!) 7 


Strokestown, 


215 


10 


0 


35 


14 


(i 


11 


18 


3 


1 


10 


0 


17 4 0 


Swineford, 


183 


10 


5 


36 


0 


9 


12 


14 


9 


5 


0 


9 


15 11 0! 


Thomastown, . 


289 


1G 


7 


64 


0 


9 


51 


18 


0 


23 


10 


5 


20 17 0! 


Thurles, . 


368 


8 


5 


73 


3 


5 


30 


8 


7 


16 


0 


10 


53 12 8 


Tipperary, 


304 


0 


4 


22 


19 


0 


22 


14 


5 


20 


2 


1 


48 0 4 


| Tobercurry, 


127 


10 


3 


3 


14 


3 


7 


13 


1 


9 


10 


0 


21 0 1 i 


| Tralee, 


429 


13 




143 


2 


3 


19 


7 


4 


38 


8 


2i 


37 19 10 


Trim, 


296 


4 


10 


130 


9 


6 


65 


4 


0 


32 


12 


101 


40 19 5 


| Tuam, 


358 


1 


2 


22 


17 


7 


37 


1 


0 


7 


0 


10 


37 19 II 


| Tull a, 


202 


2 


6 


20 


10 


0 


17 


17 


11 


10 


3 


6 


24 8 8; 


[ Tullamore, 


372 


11 


9| 


190 


6 




26 


12 


104 


35 


4 


n 


63 2 7 


| Urlingford, 


239 


8 


3 


10 


8 


6 


17 


18 


4 


8 


1 


0 


17 14 1 


Waterford, 


697 


4 


7 


237 


1 


2 


72 


9 


6 


19 


12 


1 


122 4 r. 


Westport, . 


193 


18 


2 


39 


10 


1 


35 


5 


3 


11 


3 


0 


31 2 9 


Wexford, . 


484 


10 


1 


83 


15 


1 


32 


17 


3 


24 


7 


9 


53 0 4 


Youghal, . 


325 


14 


4 


113 


3 


7 


31 


5 


1 


14 


13 


0 


37 14 3 


Total (16.3 Unions), 


49,090 8 


r. 


10,703 


12 


25 


4,277 


16 


5* 


2,279 


2 


4 


5,484 1 11{ 
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Particulars of Establishment Charges 



[Apr, B, 



No. 6. — Table showing the Particulars included under the headof 
Audited Accounts of Unions, for the 



Names ok Unions. 


Salaries 
and Rations 
of 

Officers. 


Repairs, 
Improvements, 
i and additional 
Buildings. 


Furniture, 
Utensils, and 
Implements o 
Work. 


Proportion 
of Fuel, &o., 
debited to 
Establishment 


Printing, 
Stationery, 
Advertising, 
and Postage. 




£ s. 


<1. 


£ 


s. d. 


£ s. 


d. 


£ s 


d. 


£ s, d [ 


Abbeyleix, 


266 14 


0 


33 


7 2 


12 10 


9 


i 5 


8 


22 5 8 


Antrim, 


272 13 


5 


64 


4 8 


8 2 


0 


- 




40 4 5 


Ardee, 


313 2 


7 


58 


3 6 


7 7 


2 


- 




37 7 11 


Armagh, . 


330 2 


5 


76 


16 10 


16 2 


7 


1 9 


11 


43 0 0 


Athlone, . 


381 19 


5 


52 


0 10 


31 5 


0 


19 12 


2 £ 


53 3 2 


Athy, 


333 11 


0 


56 


19 9 


46 5 


10 


14 0 


0 


50 19 lo 


Bailieborough, . 


166 7 


2 


148 


1 3 


9 15 


1 


- 




18 4 7 


Ballina, 


310 5 


6 


22 


0 4 


12 2 


0 


12 15 


10 


24 3 4 


Ballinasloe, 


312 19 


7 


30 


8 11 


39 7 


1 


15 1 


0 


47 4 2 


Ballinrobe, 


247 16 


10 * 


45 


0 14 


18 12 


1 


7 7 


6 * 


23 10 4 


Ballycastle, 


153 19 


3 


69 


1 10 “ 


12 1 


f) 


0 8 


4 


29 8 7 


Ballymahon, 


204 15 


3 


. 4 


5 0 


8 2 


6 


5 13 


4 


19 14 0 


Ballymena, 


399 17 


10 


221 


18 8 


41 4 


5 


0 14 


8 


58 2 6 


Ballymoney, 


252 19 


4 


51 


1 5 


2 2 


4 


0 3 


0 


13 18 0 


Ballyshannon, . 


168 16 


6 


18 


9 10 


7 3 


5 


4 18 


10 


20 19 4 


BaUyvaghan, 


148 3 




32 


19 0 


8 2 


3 


6 10 




36 9 l 


Balrothery, 


271 12 


0 “ 


511 


10 9 


22 1 


1 


0 4 


6 


4$ 11 0 


Baltinglass, 


384 14 


8 


55 


5 0 


12 10 


5 


0 14 


5 


21 10 9 


Banbridge, 


306 0 


6 


63 


2 1 


14 6 


8 


0 16 


0 


43 9 2 


Bandon, . 


275 7 


4 


31 


16 3 


26 19 


4 


6 4 


2 


42 10 10 


Bantry, 


171 0 


7 


9 


6 9 


2 16 


4 


7 4 


10 


id i 9 


Bawnboy, . 


i73 o 


9 


40 


0 8 


13 18 


0 


16 16 


11 


7 13 4 


Belfast, 


970 8 


3 


232 


1 7 


112 1 


7 


1 10 


0 


70 19 2 


Belmullet, 


94 8 


3 


1 


9 10 


8 10 


8 


4 7 


3 


3 0 1 


Borrisokane* 


181 17 


0 


37 


3 10 


7 5 


6 


1 10 


0 


35 12 7 


Boyle, 


358 2 


10 


68 


0 7 


17 8 


8 


4 17 


8 


44 15 9 


Caherciveen, 


224 3 


2 


20 


18 6 


20 1 


0 


1 16 


I 


28 1 2 


Callan, 


329 10 


2 


41 


12 3 


- 




6 18 


Oh 


48 18 7} 


Carlow, 


505 11 


1 


27 


9 2 


26 17 


7 


2 11 


6 


34 4 6 


Camckmacross, 


210 11 


8 


37 


3 10 


12 12 


3 


- 




15 4 11 


Carrick-on-Shannon, 


286 18 


6 


31 


2 8 


3 9 


6 


13 17 


9 


28 4 3 


Carrick-on- Snir, 


404 19 10 


62 


7 7 


20 5 


9 


24 6 


104 


46 10 1 


Cashel, 


363 12 


5 


132 


0 2 


35 8 


0 


42 3 


10" 


44 6 5 


Castlebar; 


240 7 


3 


58 


10 3 


14 6 


0 


7 13 


0 


2l 9 2 


Castleblayney, . 


209 6 


1 


43 


8 10 


9 8 


9 


0 10 


6 


19 9 2 


Castlecomer^ 


218 13 


11 


10 15 2 


10 8 


2 


8 0 


0 


18 6 3 


Castlederg, 


142 4 


8 


7 


1 11 


7 5 


6 


3 3 


1 


5 10 2 


Castlerea, . 


274 16 


10f 


38 


4 4 


12 18 


7 


13 2 


8 


65 10 10 


Castletown, 


149 6 


84 


37 


6 11 


5 17 


8 


8 8 


7£ 


16 8 9 


C as tl etowndelvin , 


162 10 


5 


4 


2 10 


0 18 


10 


7 10 


3 


2$ 2 0 


Cavan, 


323 7 


3 


69 


19 4 


5 9 


10 


0 12 


0 


31 1 5 


Celbridge, . 


221 16 


5 


50 


19 6 


42 0 


5 


21 IQ 


3 


31 6 5 


Claremorris, 


193 19 


1 


15 


14 2 


21 8 


8 


7 7 


10 


37 8 8 


Dlifden, 


205 5 


11 


9 


17 11 


14 15 


0 


7 0 


0 


19 Q 4 


Clogheen, . 


306 2 


9 


13 


3 7 


5 8 


9 


13 14 


7 


21 1 10 


Clogher, . 


178 8 


7| 


19 


10 1 


14 19 


4 


- 




10 19 0 


Clonakilty, 


181 0 


8 


17 


9 5 


3 8 


1 


9 18 


3 


20 19 4 


Clones, 


158 12 


o* 


40 


15 8 


40 13 


81 


0 6 


0 


17 0 10 


Clonmel, . 


490 11 


4 


110 


8 2 


37 15 


4 


39 12 10 


41 1 0 


Coleraine, 


279 4 


9 


58 


19 9 


11 1 


6 


- 




37 15 2 


Cookstown, 


179 5 


6 


6 


13 9 


8 12 


1 


1 10 


4 


11 4 2 


Cootehill, . 


208 9 


8 


26 


17 7 


- 




- 




7 % 9 


Dork, 


1,297 9 


2 


337 


18 9 


110 2 


1 


19 10 


0 


119 9 0 


Corrofin, . 


139 9 


6 


24 


9 0 


1 4 


6 


8 12 


1 


13 12 10 


Groom, 


221 17 


2* 


58 


18 0 


6 12 


6 


14 18 


0 


15 10 3 
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No. 6.] 



in Union Accounts for Half-year, Sept., 1858. 



Establishment Chaeoes in the Summary (Table Ho. 3) of the 
EalMKAK ended 29th September, 1858. 



Drugs and 
Jlodical or 
Surgical 
Appliances. 


Rent and 
Taxes. 

1 


Insurance. 


Other 

Charges. 


Amount debited 
to 

Establishment. 


Credits 

Deducted. 


Amount of 
Establishment 
Charges 
apportioned. 


hrr 


d. 


£ 




d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


8. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ S. 


d.\ 




1 








0 


9 


3 


21 


4 


1 


36§ 


7 


8 




- 




368 7 


8 






10 


16 


2 


4 


11 


5 


061 


i 


10 


l,07i 


19 


7 


34 18 


9 


1,037 0 


10 




2 


18 


4 


4 


13 


1 


6 


10 


i 


10 


478 


4 


0 


11 


13 


3 


466 i0 


9 




4 








u 


8 


6 


15 


18 


9 


498 


5 


10 




- 




498 5 


10 








10 


0 


9 


0 


0 


15 


13 


6 


597 


6 


8} 


19 


0 


6 


578 0 


2-i 


•do. in io 


30 


7 


0 


5 


13 


8 


34 18 


11 


605 


17 


10 


39 


12 


4 


bee 5 


6 












9 


14 


10 


2 


1 


3 


354 


4 


2 


3 


5 


7 


350 18 


7 




6 


24 


10 


3 


17 


5 


0 


5 


2 


6 


449 


8 


3 


0 


10 


0 


448 18 


3 


90 n io 


14 


11 


0 


1 


8 


6 


16 


5 


2 


496 


15 


3 


24 14 


10 


472 0 


5 




8 


6 


15 


2 


13 


12 


3 


28 


2 


5 


401 


8 


5 


17 


12 


in 


383 15 


5-1- 




10 


1 


10 


0 


5 


4 


3 


22 


9 


7 


303 


11 


1 


20 


4 


5 


28b 0 


8 


U 14 


1 




11 


(i 




_ 




10 


10 


3 


273 


5 


11 


5 


16 


3 


267 9 


8 




0 








2 


0 


0 


07 


3 


0 


816 


7 


1 


46 


10 


6 


769 16 


7 


2 19 


1 


2 


0 


0 


0 


12 


0 


0 


8 


4 


326 


4 


0 




- 




326 4 


0 


11 5 


4 


12 


17 


0 


2 


5 


0 


3 


6 


7 


250 


2 


4 




- 




250 2 


4 


35 15 


2 


10 


19 


0 




_ 




22 


10 


G 


301 


2 


9 




- 




301 2 


9 


04 17 


1 


33 


3 


5 


0 


12 


0 


6 


18 


6 


919 


10 


10 


26 


7 


7 


893 3 


3 


10 10 11 


11 


1 


10 


8 


14 


6 


7 


14 


11 


521 


17 


5 




- 




521 17 


5 




5 


12 


13 


0 , 


9 


5 


0 


10 


8 


8 


467 


] 


2 


26 


2 


9 


440 18 


5 


30 13 


8 


19 


13 


4 








6 


5 


3 


439 


16 


2 




- 




439 .16 


2 


13 4 


0 


6 


0 


0 


8 


4 


9 


13 


14 


5 


241 


13 


5 


1 


4 


0 


240 9 


5 


10. 12 


7 








0 


5 


1 


5 


12 


3 


270 


7 


7 


4 


2 


0 


266 5 


7 


1 147 0 11 


66 


8 


1 


17 


0 


0 


58 


8 


7 


1,675 


18 


2 


54 


15 


3 


1,621 2 


11 


1 ] 


0 


1 


10 


o 


3 


0 


0 


0 


6 


0 


112 


19 


3 




- 




112 19 


3 


13 17 


10 


4 


0 


0 


0 


6 


9 


30 


10 


3 


312 


3 


9 


39 


17 


9 


272 6 


0 


42 10 


1 


20 


0 


0 




_ 




17 


5 


6 


573 


i 


1 




- 




573 1 


1 






3 


0 


0 


1 


4 


0 


13 


13 


0 


312 


16 


ii 




- 




312 16 


11 


51 is 


8| 








8 


18 


0 


1 


0 11 


489 


1 


Si 


0 


0 


2 


489 1 


0i 


37 3 


3 










_ 




8 


16 


3 


642 


13 


4 


5 


19 


9 


636 i3 


7 


1 1 


b 


0 


12 


6 




_ 




4 


3 


6 


281 


9 


8 




- 




281 9 


8 


10 17 


8 


37 


5 


7 


6 


16 


0 


2 


18 


11 


423 


10 10 




- 




423 10 


10 


.HR 14 10 


72 


1 


6 








16 


8 


8 


705 


15 


14 


57 


15 


11 


647 19 


21 


25 0 


5 


104 15 


0 


11 


17 


1 


29 


17 


8 


788 


16 


0 


12 


12 


6 


776 3 


6 


30 2 


0 


12 


8 


6 




_ 




4 


17 


11 


389 


14 


1 


10 19 


6 


378 14 


7 


17 i9 


6 


7 


7 


0 


3 


17 


9 


4 


5 


4 


315 


12 


11 


10 


16 


6 


304 16 


5 


14 4 




1 


is 


0 




_ 




28 


2 


0 


310 


5 


1 


5 


10 


0 


304 15 


1 


8 0 


6 








1 


7 


9 


3 


11 


0 


178 


4 


7 




- 




178 4 


7 


18 16 


8 


2 


3 


9 




_ 




9 


10 


7 


435 


4 


H 


6 


16 


9 


428 7 


6* 


21 7 


8 










_ 




7 


14 


9i 


246 


10 


w 


5 


5 


8 


241 5 


Oi 


14 1 


5 














5 


9 


6 


220 


15 


9 


28 18 


7 


191 17 


2 


28 19 11 








8 


i 


9 


9 


13 


4 


477 


4 


10 


14 


12 


2 


462 12 


8 


33 1 


4 










2 


0 




_ 




406 


5 


10 




- 




406 5 


io 


i a 


7 


1 


0 


0 


2 


8 


7 


id 


7 


5 


299 


17 


o 


0 


0 


n 


299 16 


44 


1 i7 ii 


5 


7 


0 


0 


6 


10 


0 


4 


5 


10 


291 


4 


5 




- 




291 4 


5 


31 9 


6 


12 


19 


7 


10 


0 


o 


19 


14 


3 


433 


14 


10 


8 


15 


0 


424 19 


10 


10 6 


9 


13 


5 


4 


0 10 


0 


23 


7 


3i 


271 


1 




2 


13 


0 


268 8 




1 17 


7 










_ 




3 


10 


9 


238 


4 


11 




- 




238 4 11 


20 6 












_ 




3 


13 


nj 


281 


8 


% 




- 




281 8 


51 


25 14 


4" 


83 


8 


6 


14 


3 


7 


184 


9 


9 


1,027 


4 


10 


64 


11 


11 


962 12 


11 


3 16 


8 


21 


19 


7 


5 


7 


9 


392 


1 


7 


810 


6 


4 


53 


8 


5 


750 17 


ii 












3 


15 


0 


17 


17 


9 


228 


18 


7 


6 


10 


0 


222 8 


7 


29 18 


7 








5 


6 


9 


1 


18 


2 


279 


18 


6 




- 




279 18 


,6 


493 9 


3 


72 


2 


5 


7 


2 


6 


30 


1 


8 


2,487 


4 


10 




- 




2,487 4 10 


1 4 


8 


18 


0 


0 


i 


l 


0 


15 


7 


11 


223 


1 


6 


13 


17 


9 


209 3 


9 


| 18 0 11 


| 52 10 


0 


10 


3 


5 


11 


14 


7 


410 


4 


10* 


52 


7 


9 


1 357 17 


i 1 * 
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Particulars of Establishment Charges 



No. 6. — Table showing the Particulars included under the head of 
Audited Accounts of Unions, for % 



Names of Unions. 


Salaries 
and Hations 
of 

Officers. 


Repairs, 
Improvements, 
and additional 
Buildings. 


Furniture, 

U tensils, and 
Implements of 
Work. 


Proportion 
of Fuol, & o., 
debited to 
Establishment. 


Printing, 
Stationery 
Advertising, 
and Postage, 




£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 




d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 






Dingle, 


290 


12 


11 


25 


10 


8 


8 


18 


5 


17 


8 


1 


12 


15 




Donaglimore, . 


176 


12 


4 


60 


7 


0 


10 


2 


6 


1 


3 


3 


23 


19 




Donegal, . 


144 


3 


1 


24 


18 


0 


5 


0 


6 


6 


5 


0 


17 


1 




Downpatrick, . 


275 


10 


2 


44 


16 


6 


11 


19 


11 


0 


10 


0 


32 


10 


1 


Drogheda, 


357 


19 


9 


47 


13 


10 


29 


16 


10 


0 


13 


9 


59 


10 




Dromore West, 


130 


10 


11 


153 


5 


10 


0 


16 


2 


5 


14 


4 


18 


3 


10 


Dublin, North, . 


1,366 


14 


11 


76 


18 


4 


ITS 


1 


11 


47 


14 


4 


171 


6 




Dublin, South, . 


1,753 


18 


3 


1,233 


9 


5 


2M 


19 


3 


144 


4 


5 


242 


15 


?! 


Dundalk, . 


321 


0 


6 


70 


10 


4 


10 


8 


3 


1 


2 


0 


30 


15 


Dunfanaghy, 


102 


9 


0 


0 


1 


5 


4 


0 


(i 


8 


12 


6 


15 


12 


o 


Dungannon, 


269 


16 


3 


128 


9 


11 


10 


15 


7 


1 


10 


0 


15 


3 


11 

8 


Dungarvan, 


364 


0 


0 


86 


14 


5 


11 


5 


4 


11 


4 


3 


42 


8 


D unmanway, 


153 


8 




24 


6 


5 


1 


18 


1 


8 


13 


6 


19 


15 


fi 

1 


Dunsliaughlin, . 


302 


5 


r <k 


50 


0 


1 


20 


1 


2 


14 


14 


H 


23 


7 


Edenderry, 


324 


8 


9 


33 


8 




17 


17 


3 




- 




35 


10 


3 


Ennis, 


376 


o 


4-J 


26 


18 


1 


36 


16 


0 


13 


16 


7 


54 


17 


in 


Enniscorthv, 


420 


9 


6 


98 


5 


0 


72 


8 


6 


5 


10 


6 


38 


14 10^ 


Enniskillen, 


267 


2 


1 


8 


5 


7 


7 


11 


9 


4 


15 


1 


31 


9 


n 


Ennistymon, 


259 


0 


6 


30 


16 


1 


18 


2 


10 


5 


10 


3 


29 


5 


l 


Fermo}’, . 


298 


8 


1 


23 


9 


7 


146 


9 


3 


16 


18 


0 


23 


2 


3 


Galway,* . 




- 






- 






- 






_ 






_ 


Glennamaddy, . 


137 


0 


3 


30 


0 


11 


3 


11 


7 


5 


1 


8 


19 


17 


4 

5 


Glenties, . 


119 


17 


0 


27 


19 


6 


6 


11 


9 


2 


1 


2 


10 


10 


Glin, 


234 


16 


10 


9 


14 


8 


0 


16 


1 


9 


12 


1 


14 


18 


2 


Gorey, 


328 


19 


8 


56 


3 


8 


5 


13 


4 


14 


6 


1 


62 


17 


10 


Gort, 


220 


1 


0 


28 


4 


7 


34 


8 


9 


10 


10 


0 


26 


0 


0 


Gortin, 


113 


0 


11 


10 


1 


9 




_ 




2 


15 


6 


12 


0 


5 


Granard, . 


269 


13 


7 


56 


3 


7 


25 


7 


0 


l 


0 


0 


43 


3 


3 


Inishowen, 


158 


12 


6 


20 


11 


3 


2 


19 


2 


7 


17 


8 


10 


14 11 


Kanturk, . 


383 


2 


4 


88 


13 


5 




_ 




14 


7 


3 


33 


7 


0 


Kells, 


298 


11 


9 


64 


4 


10 


18 


10 


6 


1 


0 


0 


30 


19 


2 


Ken mare, . 


262 


7 


2 


22 


9 


2 




_ 




15 


12 


4 


19 


8 


2 


Kilkeel, . 


165 


13 


2 


83 


13 


0 


2 


1 


1 


0 


15 


0 


11 


15 


11 


Kilkenny, . 


587 


11 


0* 


207 


10 


7 


48 


8 


1 


34 


2 


2* 


53 


13 


4 


Killadysert, 


202 


16 


6 


45 


19 


8 


4 


5 


6 


10 


9 


7i 


17 


.18 


0 


Killala, 


98 


16 


4 


1 


7 


8 


3 


10 


8 


5 


0 


9 


9 


17 


10 


Killarney, . 


406 


0 


6 


281 


7 


1 


20 


10 


7 


26 


18 


0 


48 


18 


4 


Kilinacthomas, . 


219 


3 


8 


7 


18 


6 


21 


11 


6 


4 


16 


3 


30 


17 


0 


Kilmallock, 


476 


15 


9 


98 


15 


6 


39 


19 


8 


1 


5 


0 


133 


10 


6 


Kilrush, . 


370 


7 


3 


25 


13 


0 


24 


2 


11 


5 


17 


10 


49 


9 


01 


Kinsale, . 


199 


6 


5 


47 


15 


3 


8 


11 


1 


5 


7 


7 


22 


17 


o| 


Larne, 


266 


14 


2 


56 


7 


10 


16 


10 


8 


0 


13 


(i 


28 


19 


io| 


Letterkenny, 


145 


0 


0 


6 


1 


3 


5 


0 


9 


8 


7 


6 


12 


19 


7 


Limerick, 


566 


6 


0 


67 


5 


0 


41 


14 


9 


35 


0 


9 


67 


5 


1 


Lisburn, . 


289 


12 


0 


65 


11 


10 


7 


19 


2 


0 


4 


6 


35 


15 


4 


Lismore, . 


308 


17 


10 


78 


3 


8 


13 


17 


6 


13 


15 


1 


23 


2 


1 


Lisnaskea, 


149 


12 


8 


14 


9 


1 


3 


11 


8 


11 


11 


1 


18 


2 


11 


Listowel, . 


255 


16 


5 


17 


19 


9 


14 


17 


7 2 


9 


5 


2 


49 


16 


0 


Londonderry, . 


314 


3 


0 


97 


12 


10 


40 


14 


11 


14 


8 


0 


33 


6 


11 


Longford, 


330 


7 


5 


32 


19 


5 


3 


9 


LI 


18 


0 


4 


21 


18 


2 


Loughrea, 


239 


4 


5 


3 


11 


2 


3 


5 


0 


5 


17 


7 


12 


19 


3 


Lowtherstown, . 


125 


19 


3 


29 


6 


11 




- 




11 


11 


6 


12 


4 


3 


Lm’gan, 


309 


6 


5 


69 


2 


3 


6 


18 


1 


0 


7 


7 


75 


3 


3 


Macroom, 


189 


15 


0 


4 


8 


6 


5 


9 


4 


9 


16 


1 


17 


6 


9 


Magherafelt, 


268 


10 


8 


35 


11 


3 


3 


12 


9 


1 


0 


0 1 


21 


0 


4 



* Abstracts of the Accounts not received. 
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Drugs am 
' Medical o 

Surgical 

Appliance 




Bent and 
Taxes. 


Insurance. 


Other 

Charges. 


anount debited 
to 

Establishment. 


Credits 

Deducted. 


Amount of 
Establishment 
Charges 
apportioned. 


L- — - — 


l 


£ 


# 


d . 


£ S . 


L 


£ 


s . 


d . 


£ 


?. 


d . 


£ 


s. 


d . I 


£ 


S . 


d . 


~ 


7 








_ 




13 


3 


2 


384 10 


3 


41 


15 


0 


342 


L5 


3 


21 1 


3 








_ 




13 18 


7 


302 


6 


0 


19 


6 10 


282 


L9 


2 


16 2 
Q 10 


4 








7 17 


3 


3 


L8 


0 


212 16 11 




- 




212 


L6 11 


o xo 


5 








_ 




13 


L8 


2 


408 


6 


3 


35 


17 


2 


372 


9 


1 


29 1 
■ rf t n 


7 


16 


7 


3 


7 13 


0 


10 


3 


6 


606 18 


8 


4 


5 


8 


602 


13 


0 


n v 




0 


6 


0 


1 17 


6 


0 


12 11 


311 


7 


0 


0 


7 


0 


311 


0 


6 


ml 1 fi 1 1 1 


100 18 


0 


26 19 


9 


82 


6 


9 


2,178 14 


1 


38 


3 


5 


2,140 


10 


8 


j joy 0 


3 


132 


0 


0 


28 C 


0 


132 


11 


7 


4,037 10 


0 


9 


10 


0 


4,028 


0 


6 




2 








0 4 


6 


94 


5 


3 


534 11 


5 


8 


17 


0 


525 


14 


5 


u 0 
f! 1 0 


0 








3 15 


1 


1 


0 


0 


144 


4 


6 


12 


10 


0 


131 


14 


6 


1 1) X'J 

0 18 


6 








4 10 


3 


10 


14 10 


442 


5 


3 


7 


11 


8 


434 


13 


7 


is r> 


2 


20 


0 


6 


10 0 


6 


12 


18 


2 


574 


3 


0 


10 


10 


0 


557 


13 


0 


1 JO 0 

: 4 48 


1 








_ 




2 


6 


9 


215 


7 


n 


1 


5 


0 


214 


2 




11 13 


0 








_ 




4 


6 


8 


426 


7 


84 


8 


0 


0 


418 


7 


s : ; 


: O') 18 


2 


3 


7 


9 


_ 




28 


10 


8 


473 


1 


3| 


17 


11 


0 


455 


10 


Si 


1 33 10 


G 


25 


0 


0 


1 10 


0 


6 


17 


8* 


575 


9 


2 


12 


17 


10 


562 


11 


4 




57 


12 11 


_ 




26 


6 


0 


719 


7 


3 


128 


13 


4 


590 


13 


11 


16 0 


1 




_ 




0 4 


6 


11 


1 


8 


346 


10 


8 


1 


5 


2 


345 


5 


6 


19 15 


4 


10 

33 


4 


0 


10 11 


7 


0 


9 


0 


383 


15 


6 




- 




383 


15 


6 


35 7 


G 


8 


1 


11 2 


0 


72 


5 


7 


060 


10 


4 


33 


16 


4 


626 


14 


0 




R 








1 2 


1 


7 


15 


4 


209 


18 


10 




_ 




209 


18 


10 


11 5 














1 


17 


7 


180 


2 


10 


24 


1 


0 


156 


1 


10 


5 7 


4 








_ 




11 


1 


104 


286 


7 


04 


0 


17 


6 


285 


9 


H 


24 14 


5 


31 


19 


10 


11 2 


10 


46 


5 


3' 


582 


2 


11“ 


43 


18 


3 


538 


4 


8 


34 7 


3 


30 


3 


2 


_ 




2 


13 


6 


386 


8 


9 




- 




386 


8 


9 


0 5 


0 








_ 






_ 




138 


3 


7 




- 




138 


3 


7 


6 13 


0 








_ 




20 


13 


1 


422 


14 


0 


2 


5 


0 


420 


9 


0 












4 5 


0 


3 


8 


0 


208 


8 


6 


1 


17 


10 


206 


10 


8 


28 11 


10 


11 


5 


0 






17 


6 


7 


576 


13 


5 




- 




576 


13 


5 


26 8 


0 


10 

3 


0 


0 


8 17 


0 


27 


17 


0 


486 


8 


3 


5 


18 


4 


480 


9 


11 


14 4 


2 


11 


0 


9 11 


0 


7 


8 


0 


354 


11 


0 


51 


13 


7 


302 


17 


11 


3 5 


0 


2 


10 


3 


6 3 


0 


22 


19 


8 


248 


16 


7 


64 


16 


4 


184 


0 


3 


53 11 


8 


12 


5 


0 


12 4 


0 


11 


1 


4 


1,020 


7 


8 


4 


7 


3 


1,016 


0 


5 














8 


0 


Hi 


289 


10 


5 


2 


5 


2 


287 


5 


3 


0 G 


G 


















118 


19 


9 


0 


0 


10 


118 


18 


11 


25 13 


1 


7 


10 


0 


1 10 


0 


50 


17 


2 


869 


4 


9 


42 


13 


4 


826 


11 


5 


7 10 


8 












48 


2 


1 


339 


19 


8 


18 


14 


0 


321 


5 


8 


25 17 


6 


26 


0 


10 


8 0 


11 


53 


13 


2 


863 


18 


10 


175 


18 


1 


688 


0 


9 


51 13 


2 


27 


12 

5 


6 


0 9 


0 


28 


0 


0 


583 


5 


2 


21 


3 


10 


562 


1 


4 


17 3 


10 


16 


5 


G 9 


0 


4 


17 


5 


328 


13 


6 


15 


12 


0 


313 


1 


0 


11 17 


5 


10 


6 


0 






3 


0 


1 


394 


9 


6 


0 


18 


5 


393 


11 


1 








4 15 


0 


8 


6 


G 


190 


11 


1 




— 




190 


11 


1 


41 17 


4 


37 


1 


0 




19 


1 


0 


875 


10 


11 




- 




875 


10 


11 


8 4 


0 


18 


15 


1 

n 


6 4 


6 


17 


10 


1 


450 


2 


6 


38 


18 


10 


411 


3 


8 


10 15 


7 


13 


12 


0 5 


0 


9 


5 


2 


471 


14 


5 


1 


10 


3 


470 


4 




_ 




j 6 


0 


0 






1 


13 


1 


205 


0 


6 




- 




205 


0 


6 


19 16 


2 










1 

3 


18 


6 


369 


9 


7-i 


-1 


- 




369 


9 


1 \ 

6" 


2 12 


5 


• 






11 6 


9 


2 


8 


517 


7 


6 


60 12 


0 


456 


15 


10 3 


5 


! 29 


16 


7 






30 


8 


0 


483 


3 


9 


23 14 


3 


45t 


9 


6 






14 


11 


9 


4 14 


6 


4 


18 


8 


289 


2 


4 


1! 


4 


6 


27 i 


17 


10 


6 1 


6 


0 


4 


11 


0 6 


0 




15 


4 


193 


9 


8 


■ 


9 


8 


18E 


0 


0 


14 13 


1 




10 8 


6 




17 


6 


493 


16 


8 




19 


3 


4S3 J V 


5 


21 14 


fi 


18 


0 


0 






a 0 


10 


270 


10 


0 


i 26 18 


3 

0 


243 17 ’•> 






13 


14 


0 


3 13 


3 


1 u 7 


7 


| 358 


9 


10 


i l 


12 


J 344 17 10 
» [ continued . 
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Particulars of Establishment Charges 



L Arp, B. 



No. 6. — Table showing the Particulars included under tlie head of 
„ Audited Accounts of Unions, for th e 



Names of Unions. 


Salaries 
and Rations 
of 

Officers. 


Ropairs, 
Improvements, 
and additional 
Buildings. 


Furniture, 
Utensils, and 
Implements of 
Work. 


Proportion 
of Fuel, &c., 
debited to 
Establishment. 


Printing, 
Stationerr 
Advertiiinj, 
an <l Postage 




£ S. 


d. 


£ 8. 


d. 


£ 


S. 








Mallow, . 


866 8 


10 


94 11 


7 


5 


11 


4 


6 19 6 




Manorhamilton, 


102 18 


9 


7 5 


0 


6 


13 


2 


7 3 7 




Midleton, 


381 1 


6 


40 19 


4 


15 


4 


1 


14 4 10 




Milford, . 


164 17 


2 


20 0 


4 




18 


9 


7 9 3 




Millstreet, 


216 19 


9 


56 8 


1 


8 


19 


2 


6 0 1 




Mitchelstown, . 


186 4 


4 


51 15 


1 


19 


9 


6 


10 10 5 




Mohill, 


214 11 


2 


6 4 


6 


14 


14 


11 


6 8 3 




Monaghan, 


289 7 


2 


25 5 


34 


6 


7 


m 


0 6 9 




Mount Belle w, . 


221 14 10 


7 2 


5 


14 




10“ 


8 3 4 




Mountmelick, . 


370 16 


2 


147 12 


2 


26 


16 


1 


10 0 




Mullingar, 


378 8 


5 


121 16 


11 


13 


1 


10 


28 9 5 




Naas, 


312 10 


1 


104 6 


4 


15 


1 


7 


14 0 0 


-U 1 1 


Navan, 


307 15 


7 


16 16 


9 


22 


6 


3 






Nenagli, . 


348 16 


4 


76 12 


2 


16 


7 


6 






Newcastle, 


392 0 


1 


88 8 


4 


7 


8 


1 


24 17 7 




Newport, . 


165 0 


2 


7 6 


6 


1 


9 


8 




13 6 0 


New Boss, 


330 11 


1 


100 6 


1 


35 


16 


3 


12 17 0 


34 17 8 


Newiy, 


351 9 


11 


139 17 


1 


39 


12 


11 


14 3 


131 17 :j 


Newtownards, . 


350 19 


3 


67 14 


9 


33 


9 


5 


2 0 0 




Newtownhmavady, . 


255 2 


5 


45 2 


5 


2 


13 


7 


8 12 0 


18 8 1 


Oldcastle, 


236 14 


11 


J5 15 


0 


11 


16 


8 


1 0 0 


26 17 :j 


Omagh, 


269 2 


4 


81 10 


6 


15 


14 


9 


26 8 8 


28 13 5 


Oughterard, 


167 11 


1 


15 2 


0 


1 


3 


6 


4 6 11 




Parsonstown, . 


310 18 


M 


89 5 


7 


25 


19 


9 


0 16 4 


45 11 9 


Portumna, 


175 6 


6 


3 11 


0 












Rathdown, 


441 8 


11 


142 17 


10 


66 


17 


8 


4 0 0 


21 311 


Rath drum, 


387 2 


4 


132 5 


9 


21 


5 


5 


3 10 0 


82 2 3 


Rathkeale, 


284 7 


2 


57 17 


2 


8 


5 


10 


11 6 11 


20 10 7 


Roscommon, 


310 4 


71 


50 16 


11 


42 


9 


4 


68 16 7 


22 5 3 


Roscrea, 


327 11 


9 


65 16 


4 


18 




8 


5 15 0 


41 7 5 


Scariff, 


206 18 


3 


44 11 


4 


5 


19 


74 


14 9 0 


16 0 9 


Shillelagh, 


229 8 


10 


16 0 


4 


9 


8 


8‘ 


3 15 0 


25 10 10 


Skibbereen, 


291 2 


8 


96 13 


10 


10 


5 


0 


5 12 0 


45 15 8 


Skull, 


176 14 


6 


13 0 


0 


13 


0 10 


3 12 6 


22 5 6 


Sligo, 


358 3 


5 


63 16 


6 


9 


17 


11 


14 0 4 


70 8 1 


Strabane, . 


220 1 


2 


24 5 


1 


20 19 


11 


10 10 10 


20 3 1 


Stranorlar, 


178 14 


8 


15 12 


11 


6 


4 


8 


6 4 0 


15 7 3 


Strokestown, 


212 0 


0 


3 13 


1 


10 


17 


8 


10 0 


19 4 1 


Swineford, 


184 11 


4 


5 7 


0 


7 


10 


8 


3 14 7 


19 7 2 


Thomastown, . 


286 16 


9 


30 10 


5 


10 


18 


0 


10 17 3 


23 0 1 


Thurles, . 


361 8 


5 


74 13 


7 


19 


6 


9 


16 9 4 


43 15 0 


Tipperary, 


372 11 


10 


107 13 


7 


14 


2 


6 


18 5 0 


32 3 8 


Tobercurry, 


119 5 


0 


13 


6 


9 


5 


1 


8 2 11 


19 510 


Tralee, . 


437 7 


84 


105 1 


7 


19 


6 


8 


25 18 114 


50 3 8 


Trim, 


310 4 104 


39 16 


8 


4 


19 


10 


18 12 ll" 


32 5 4 


Tuam, 


364 7 


6 


28 18 


7 


12 


5 


4 


7 6 11 


47 0 4 


Tulla, 


197 6 


8 


16 5 


7 


13 


1 


2 


6 18 0 


34 19 5 


Tullamore, 


350 9 


Of 


44 4 


4 


45 


2 


7 i 


17 14 5^ 


58 9 S 


Urlingford, 


233 12 


2 


20 10 


2 


9 


9 


0 


9 3 3" 


21 9 7 


Waterford, 


630 1 


0 


158 6 


0 


65 


2 


2 


28 9 4 


102 3 ! 


Westport, 


189 12 


5 


54 4 


8 


19 


10 


8 


9 9 6 


21 1 f 


Wexford, . 


476 19 


4 


60 9 


2 


35 


1 


9 


19 5 2 


42 16 11 


Youghal, . 


305 16 


1 


31 6 11 


13 


4 


LI 


16 15 9 


20 9 t 


| Total (162 Unions,)* 


48,12G 15 


o? 


10,450 12 10 £ 


3,195 


6 


51 


1,622 13 11| 


5,588 1 1 



* Abstracts of the Accounts of Galway Union for this Half-year not received. 
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PiiABHSBMBNT Charges in the Summary (Table No. 3) of the 
Hiij-mar ended 29th September, 1858 — continued. 



Drugs and 

Medical or 
Surgical 
Appliances. 


Bent and 
Taxes. 


Insurance. 


Other 

Charges. 


Amount debited 
to 

Establishment. 


Credits 

Deducted. 


Amount of 
Establishment 
Charges * 
apportioned. 




d. 


£ 


S. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 


£ 


S. 


d. 






15 


10 


6 




- 




31 


13 


10 


598 


15 


6 


3 


17 


0 


594 


18 


6 










0 


12 


0 


2 


5 


0 


254 


17 


11 




- 




254 


17 


11 






28 


5 


8 


10 


15 


10 


58 


7 


9 


619 


6 


1 


77 


16 


5 


541 


9 


8 










4 




3 


1 


10 


2 


216 


7 


o 




- 




216 


7 


2 


















25 


0 


5 


850 


19 


4 


13 


16 


1 


337 


3 


3 




0 


21 


0 


0 


2 


8 


6 


50 


1 


7 


371 


15 


5 


4 


18 


4 


366 


17 


1 




10 


7 


15 


0 


8 


19 


6 


1 


6 


4 


300 


12 


6 




- 




300 


12 


6 


1 4 14 




3 


16 


4 


0 


0 


9 


5 


1 


104 


344 


0 


8 


17 


16 


6 


326 


4 


2 




7 




_ 






_ 




41 


1 


5 


313 


11 


7 


6 


10 


9 


307 


0 


10 


14 13 


1 


18 


10 


6 


7 


4 


2 


11 


18 


7 


644 


9 


0 




- 




644 


9 


0 




4 










_ 




43 


16 


2 


638 


11 


0 




- 




638 


11 


5 




10 


26 


7 


5 


6 


5 


11 


10 


17 


1 


554 


17 


4 


7 


10 


0 


547 


7 


4 




9 


19 


10 


10 




_ 




13 


0 


7 


438 


9 


2 


26 


11 


5 


411 


17 


9 | 






40 


10 


4 


0 


15 


0 


13 


3 


7 


553 


5 


0 


47 


9 


11 


505 


15 


1 


1 7 1 




8 


18 


0 


13 


15 


9 


67 


17 


1 


653 


1 


4 


70 


0 


0 


583 


1 


4 


1 4 3 


9 




_ 




3 


15 


0 


2 


0 


10 


202 


17 


7 




- 




202 


17 


7 




2 


26 


4 


1 




_ 




11 


12 


5 


577 


12 


10 


25 


5 


0 


552 


7 


10 


4 13 


0 


3 


3 


3 


10 


13 


0 


1 


10 


8 


684 


1 


4 




- 




684 


1 


4 


1 6 10 


1 


13 


4 


1 


7 


5 


5 


1 


16 


0 


530 


6 


6 


9 


6 


1 


521 


0 


5 






_ 




3 


17 


6 


2 


11 


0 


336 


7 


3 




- 




336 


7 


3 


26 7 


1 




_ 




10 


7 


0 


23 


12 


0 


352 


9 


11 




- 




352 


9 


11 


11 16 


1 


13 


6 


10 




_ 




0 


7 


3 


446 


19 


10 


0 


14 


5 


446 


5 


5 






- 










14 


12 


4 


219 


9 


10 


6 


5 


2 


213 


4 


8 


18 19 


2 


4 


:i 


10 


0 


11 


4 


14 


18 


11 


511 


3 


Of 


1 


4 


7 


509 


18 


5f 


8 19 


10i 










_ 




38 


14 


9-f 


252 


14 


2£ 


4 


10 


0 


248 


4 


a* 


2 14 


6“ 


42 


10 




8 


15 


6 


51 


10 


10 


781 


19 


9 


52 


17 


4 


729 


2 


5 


19 11 


4 


18 


6 


6 


6 


19 


0 


3 


15 


0 


674 


17 


7 




- 




674 


17 


7 


17 3 


0 














6 


2 


4 


405 


13 


0 




- 




405 


13 


0 


30 2 


2 


24 


6 


4 


11 


8 


1 


6 


17 


2 


567 


6 


H 




- 




567 


6 


51 


46 12 


7 




_ 




7 


0 


0 


17 


18 


3 


530 


9 


0 


53 


1 


ii* 


477 


7 


04 


21 1 


0 




_ 




9 


19 


9 


5 


2 


8 


324 


2 


44 


2 


4 


3 


321 


18 


14 


8 S 


11 


14 


0 


0 


5 


15 


0 


52 


o 


7 


364 


10 


2 


62 


19 


3 


301 


10 


11 


36 13 


4 




_ 






_ 




10 


12 


0 


496 


14 


6 




- 




496 


14 


6 


23 4 


1 




0 


9 








4 


0 


7 


262 


18 


9 


1 


11 


0 


261 


7 


9 


33 3 


6 


18 


19 


3 




_ 




20 


17 


8 


589 


7 


2 


1 


16 


10 


587 


10 


4 


18 1 


5 










_ 




0 


10, 


0 


314 


11 


6' 




- 




314 


11 


6 








_ 






0 


0 


1 


15 


6 


228 


19 


0 




- 




228 


19 


0 


27 10 


0 


0 


13 


2 




_ 




21 


16 


10 


296 


14 


10 


1 


13 


3 


295 


1 


1 


_ 










0 


15 


0 




_ 




221 


5 


9 




- 




221 


5 


9 


16 0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


9 


0 


0 


14 


13 


10 


404 


16 


7 


83 


2 


0 


321 


14 


7 


20 2 


4 


1 


10 


0 


4 


19 


4 


0 


19 


8 


543 


4 


5 


4 


10 


0 


538 


14 


5 


13 10 


6 


20 


19 


g 


10 


2 


6 


37 


4 


0 


626 


12 


9 


34 


6 


10 


592 


5 


11 


0 12 


10 










_ 




4 


10 


3 


233 


15 


5 




- 




233 


15 


5, 


19 39 


10 


62 


- 2 


5 




_ 




16 


17 


6 


736 


18 


4 


20 


14 


0 


716 


4 


4 


_ 




1 


0 


0 








33 


18 


1 


440 


17 


84 


6 


11 


6 


434 


6 


** 


13 19 


4 


8 


11 


0 


0 


15 


0 


17 


7 


5 


500 


11 


5 


5 


9 


0 


495 




0 


28 16 


7 










4 


6 


15 


12 


9 


320 


4 


8 


11 


14 


4 


308 


10 


4 


26 5 


6£ 


7 


10 


0 


10 


5 


6 


32 


1 


6 


592 


2 


3f 


53 


16 


1 


538 


b 




7 7 


10 




_ 




0 


6 


7 


19 


2 


6 


321 


1 


1 


36 


8 


4 


284 


12 




54 14 


4 


85 


4 


0 


17 


8 


3 


125 


13 


7 


1,267 


1 


10 


42 


12 


1 


1,224 


9 


9 j 


26 16 


6 


7 


5 


1 


7 


10 


0 


1 


16 


0 


337 


5 


10 


9 


3 


11 


328 


1 


n J 


21 3 


8 


50 


9 


8 


9 


4 


6 


12 


3 


4 


727 


13 


6 


26 


18 


3 


700 


15 


3 


43 10 


6 


52 


3 


9 


3 


11 


7 


30 


5 


1 


523 


4 


4 


41 


4 


4 


482 


0 


0 


3,593 4 


JL 


2,265 


0 


s 


711 


11 


11 


4,078 11 


8| 


79,631 


17 


10 


2,685 


9 


JL 


76,946 


8 


8* 1 



si 2 
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Particulars of Maintenance and Clothing [App, B 



F3 S 



H 

m 

P 

O 

M 

W 

Pi 



Average Weekly Cost per 
head. 


Total. 


"e 3'3’CpliV To -* o -» g"* 1 **, 

^3 W H O') O? O? CJ O! O! W W O) C} O) C) Of O) o! (| 


.5 

6 


"r» •“•N* . 

a HtfC'?COr-iCOC'?COTtfC-?COCOO?0?COO?COrHSD 1 

•0 o O © O O O O O O O O O O O O o O c Oo 


Provisions 

and 

Necessaries 


tjOOrinOJWWO-icJWHHOQCC © TO r- h 


Average 
Daily 
No. of 
Paupers 
in Work- 
house. 


^0}OOOT|lT)lT«H-H(XlCCHlOCOOOT«K5r\»,j 
M-COI-OONOlXIOHt-ODOOOnn 
WrK NO« HOJHOiKCOWOfTOTOoS 

Ol CO 


Average 
No. of 
Days of 
Relief 
to each 
Pauper. 


i>C5C3vHHCOHO«(M01>C01>©COrilC5Bi-i(. 
CCCO^QCOOOCOOOt- QOSOOCOQOoa® 


Collective 
No. of Days 
for all 
Paupers 
relieved in 
the Half-year. 


^©jHWflowoooocsNwoweomoeoisn 

(»OOlOO!'XC:po-«omWO«C!Mm2 

’-J N GO CO_ O O O O CO CO © GO 1 — ^ Q rH ® © 03 i> H % 

co a c* co co o r— > t— cocor-Tt'-coccTcr<xrco’co' TiTroiT 
HHQtCHOffrjl COOrHCOCOl-OCOloSoH 


Total 

Number 

of 

Paupers 

relieved. 


WCCOOOWBCOIH 

rH r-j t> CO^r-l 0^1(2 C -^OCJrHCNCOO-faiCtl 

rH tH CD 


Total Cost of 
Provisions, 
Necessaries, and 
Clothing. 


r yC?COO)0-ilXHOC)COOC(H : iCOHO ©* iH oo 

O CO O CO CO CO O H .o O -f o 1' O N o ffi o 

r ■. 2 f' S: ^ 3 ^ c * c) H c! ° ^ O on 

tfjOt-OH-fOHOCCOOOD-ilQTilCfCOOaH 

' CO H CO N OO Oi CD O.C3 r-^o O CO D « 


Cost of 
Clothing. 


Hh 

.OH®COXCOO^COHO«COHIOO COCO 

• H^OOOCOOCDCOOHOKIHCOT#Ot' CD Ci 
03 HH r-i 1—1 I— i rH HrtH | H 

, , CO o -n O CO o Tji rj O C) CO O O C) CO t- o OJa 

‘tfCOHOCOWWOH 00 0?Ttf-Tt<®Ti<COO CO C? 

O CO-1 rH rH i—i r— H 


Cost of 
Necessaries 
consumed. 


H?i HeiiHsq «h* 

^OHHHOC-OHCOSinOHiOOOOOHlSO 

( .COCDHO«00!('000'OOOI>HCOrP«t'H 

31 52 2 £; 2 £ 12 Lr co o? o © o o co o ■<# h co 
cflocoaHoOffloHoc. orjiHcoHHCimwa 


Cost of 
Provisions 
consumed. 


. "H* _ H?! Hwr+^HH Hsi rfjC 

K,TPOCCCOOr|ICOOCOOHM35HOOHOCH 
^ -H rH rH rH 

.OOCOCOtHOOHOCOOOOCONOHSOCOCH 

5,5 l— 1 r— 1 ’ —l H H H 1 — IrHrHiHrH 

OCOHOf-iOCOCJCOinOOO^HLOCOCOHOtl 
‘-tiHWnOCOrilCOCOHOOOCOC’. OOC-NOCIO 
W H N rH^rH C^C^O CONOiTi(i>l>COCOONI>ffl 

r-H o' in' 


5? 

o 

s 

P 

u. 

o 

H 

< 

55 


Donaghmore, 

Donegal, 

Downpatrick, 

Drogheda, 

Dromore West, 

Dublin, North, 

Dublin, South, 

Dundalk, 

Dunfanaghy, 

Dungannon, . 

Dungarvan, . 

Dunmanway, 

Dunshaughlin, 

Edenderry, . 

Ennis, . 

Enniscorthy, 

Enniskillen, . 

Ennistymon, 

Eermoy, 

Galway, 

Glennamaddy, 
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No. 7.] Charges, fyc.,for Half-year, March, 1858. 
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B”o. 9. — Classification of Peksons kelleyed in the Union Woek- 
iiouses in Ireland, during the Year ended 29th Sept., 1S58. 





Classes of Persons Rolioved in tlio Workhouses. 


No. in the 
Half-year 
ended 25 tl 
March, 
1858. 


No. in tho 
Half-year 
ended 29th 
September 
1858. 




ABLE-BODIED AND THEIR CHILDREN. 






1 




f (Males, . 

Married Couples, . . 


7S2 


704 


2 


Adults, 


(Females, 


782 


704 


3 




Other Males, ..... 


17,138 


17,236 


I 4 




LOther Females, 


33,356 


32,160 


1 ^ 


l Children under 15, of Able- (legitimate, . 


7,785 


8,674 


6 


( bodied Inmates, . . . 

) (Other Children, . 


10,550 


9,828 


7 




NOT ABLE-BODIED. 

( Males, . 


323 


299 


8 




Married Couples, . . -1 

(Females, 


323 




9 


y Adults, « 


Other Males, 


11,086 


12,420 


10 




Other Females, 


12,699 


13,441 


11 




Of Parents not able- (legitimate, • 


369 


391 


12 


dren 


bodied being Inmates 1 .. . 

° (Other Children, 


1,306 




13 


1 under 
“■ 1 


Orphans, or other Children, relieved 
without Parents, .... 


15,780 


15,210 


14 


LUNATICS, INSANE PERSONS, AND IDIOTS. 

Adult Males, 


694 


686 


15 


Adult Females, 


939 


1,036 


16 


Children under 15, 


81 


67 


17 


Total number of Males, j 


30,023 


31,345 


18 


Do. 


Females, 


48,099 


47,640 


19 


Do. 


Children under 15,. 


35,871 


35,515 


20 




Grand Total, 


113,993 


14,500* 



* Exclusive of Galway Union. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





No. 10.] Classification of Persons Relieved, fyc. 199 



jf 0 . 10. — Classification of Persons relieved out of the Work- 
houses in Unions in Ireland, during the Year ended 29th 
September, 1858. 







Number 


Number 






in the 


in the 




Classes of Persons Relieved. 


Half-year 

ended 


Half-year 

ended 






25 March, 


29 Sept., 






1858. 


1858. 




RELIEVED UNDER 10 VIC., C. 31, SEC. 1. 






1 1 


Adult Males permanently disabled by old age or 








infirmity, 


172 


158 


n 

3 \ 


Families of Adult Males under J Wives, . 


69 


67 


beading 1, . . . . \ Children under 15, 


56 


61 


4 


Adult Males relieved in cases of their own sickness 








or accident, ....... 


525 


484 


5) 


Families of Adult Males under (Wives, . 


341 


315 




heading 4, . . . . (Children under 15, 


849 


715 


7' 


Adult Women permanently disabled by old age or 








infirmity, 


437 


433 


8) 


Children under IS, of Women under (Legitimate, 


21 


22 


9/ 


heading 7 '(Illegitimate, 


6 


2 


10 


Adult Women relieved in cases of sickness or accident, 


476 


425 


11 l 


Children under 15, of Women under C Legitimate, 


384 


334 


12$ 


heading 10, (Illegitimate, 


30 


20 


13 


Able -bodied Widows, having two or more legitimate 








children dependent on them, .... 


106 


95 | 


14 


Children under 15, dependent on Widows under 








heading 13, 


295 


282 




Lunatics, Insane Persons, and j ®-[ pa ’ * 


2 


2 


nf 


idiots, .... under 15, 


9 


9 




Total 


3,785 


3,432 




PERSONS RELIEVED UNDER 10 VIC., C. 31, NOT 








RELIEV ABLE UNDER SEC. 1 . 






18 


Adult Males, married or single, relieved on account 








of want of work, 


- 


- 


19) 


Families of Adult Males under ( Wives, 


_ 


- j 


20 f 


heading 18, . . . . \ Children under 15, 

Able-bodied \ Unmarried, 


- 


- 


2i ; 


- 


- | 


22 \ 


"Women, \ Widows not relievable under sec. 1, . 


- 


- 


23 ) 


Children of Women under headings ( Legitimate, 


- 


- 


24 \ 


21 and 22, (Illegitimate, 


- 






Families relieved without Husband or Father. 






25) 
2G ) 


c "Wives, • • 

Husband or Father in Gaol, . j children under 1B , 


- 


: 


27? 


Husband or Father on service j Wives, 
in Army or Navy, . . \ Children under 15, 


- 


- 


28 i 


- 


- 


29 ) 

30 t 


(Wives • 

Deserted by Husband or Father, ^ children under 15, 


_ 


_ 


31 


Orphans and children relieved without either parent, 


- 


- 




Total, .... 


- 


- 




Grand Total, . 


3,785 


3,432 



N 
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Return of Audit of Union Accounts. 
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No. 13-] 

No 13.— -Emigration.—. Abstract of Returns from Clerks of 
1 Unions of the Number of Emigrants sent out, or assisted to Emi- 
te by Boards of Guardians in Ireland, in pursuance of the 
Provisions of the Irish Poor Belief Acts, from the 1st April, 
1858, to 31st March, 1859. 




Athy, ■ • 

Bailieborough, 

■ Ballina, 

I Baltinglass, . 
i Borrisokane, 

Callan, 

Carlow, 

C arr ick-on- Sh an . 
Carrick-on-Suir, 
Cashel, 
Castlecomer, 

Cavan, 

Clogher, 
Clonmel, 
Coleraine, . 



Cork, 



Croom, 

Dingle, 

Donaghmore, 

Dublin, North, 

Dublin, South, 
Edenderry, . 
Ennis, 

Ennistymon, 

Eermoy, 
Gorey, . 

Gort, . 

Granard, 
Kanturk, 
Kells, . 
Kenmare, 

Kilkenny, . 

Killadysert, 
Killamey, . 



i 

b 



5: 



i r i 

3 



l 1 



{: 

2 

1 



) ~ 



1 

1 

1 

1 

33 | 
1 



1 

24 

13 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 ' 

l\ 

il 



New York. 

Quebec. 

New York. 

Quebec. 

New York. 

New York. . 

Boston. 

America. 

Canada. 

New York. 

New York. . . .. 

Gape of Good Hope. 

Ohio. 

Sydney.. 

Rhode Island. 

Quebec.. 

United States. 

New Orleans. 

New York. 

Canada, West. 

Boston. 

St. Louis. 

Australia. 

United States. 

New York. 

New York. 

New York. 

Sydney. 

North America. 

Quebec. 

New York. 

Boston. 

Toronto. 

Quebec. 

Upper Canada. 

United States. 

New York. 

New York. 

New York. 

New York. 

New York. 

New York. 

Maitland, Australia. 
Sydney. 

New York. 

United States. ...... 

[ continued . 
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No. 13. — Emigration: Abstract of Returns — continued. 



Numbers sent, 

ChUd- 

Names of Unions. and upwards. Total. 

: age. 



Placosof destination 

of tho 

Emigrants. 



Kilmallock, 

Kilrush, 
Larne, . 

Limerick, 



Lisnaskea, 

Longford, 

Midleton, 



Moliiil, 

Mount Belle w, 
Mullingar, . 
Naas, . 



Newcastle, . 

New Boss, . 
Newtownlimavady, 
Oldcastle, 
Bathkeale, . 
Boscommon, 

Soariff, 

Skibbereen, . 

Sligo, . 

Strabane, 

Strokestown, 
Swineford, . 
Thurles, 

Tipperary, . 

Trim, . . . j 



New York. 

New York. 

New York. 

Canada. 

America. 

Australia. 

Quebec. 

New York. 

Boston. 

Melbourne. 

New York. 

Australia. 

Canada. 

Boston. 

Philadelphia. 

Newhaven, United States. 
New York. 

New York. 

Boston. 

Quebec. 

Australia. 

United States. 

Australia. 

Boston. 

New York. 

North America. 
Australia. 

New York. 

Canada. 

America. 

New York. 

New Orleans. 

Quebec. 

New York. 

Montreal. 

Quebec. 

Quebec. 

St. J ohn's,NewBrunswick 
New York. 

United States. 

New York. 

Australia. 

Van Dieman’s Land. 
New York. 

New York. 

New York. 

New York. 

New York. 

New York. 

New York. 

Illinois. 

Quebec. 

St. Louis. 



Total (66 Unions), 37 
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Ophthalmic Disease in Workhouse ■ 
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Number of Persons in Workhouse, fyc. 



[Apt, i 



N ° i5.— AssmAoi °f Retdbns from Clerks of Unions showing the , 

TK?S° N !r a ?' mltt ^ < i - t0 Workhouse during the year ended 29th Septe* 
1858; distinguishing the Number admitted in Sickness; also theNumfe ! 
Deaths m the Workhouse during the Year. 



Area in 
Acres. 



Abbeyleix, . 
Antrim, 

Ardee, 

Armagh, 

Athlone, 

Athy, . 

Bailieboroiigh, 

B allin a, 

Ballinasloe, 

Ballinrobe, . 

Ballycastlej 

Ballymahon, 

Ballymena, 

Ballymoney, 

Ballyshannon, 

Ballyvaghan, 

Balrotbery, 

Baltinglass, 

Banbridge, . 

Bandon, 

Bantry, 

I Bawnboy, . 
Belfast, 
Belmullet, . 
Borrisokane, 
Boyle, 

Cahereiveen, 

Callan, 

Carlow, 

Carriokinacross, 

Carrick-on-Shan 

Carrick-oil-Sbir, 

Casbel, 

Castlebar, . 

Castleblayney, 

Castlecomer, 

Castlederg, 

Castlerea, . 

Castletown, 

C astleto wndelvin, 
Cavan, 

Celbridge, . 
Claremorris, 
Clifden, 

I Clogheen, . 



107,167 
116,392 
96,210 
154,248 
150,768 
160,254 
65,909 
150,415 
160,507 
144,894 
102,568 
100,126 | 
160,863 
127,116 
132,082 
71,063 
75,139 
139,107 
124,928 
101,345 
106,854 
104,504 
47,592 
177,933 
81,850 
159,696 
197,545 
104,011 
185,856 
60,664 
100,736 
112,630 
156,822 
151,900 
94,213 
57,820 
91,776 
162,363 
73,445 
74,775 
160,662 
86,838 
110,788 
192,965 
118,427 



[Population 



27,732 
41,778 
32,768 
86,766 
46,849 
37,635 
26,502 
35,226 
36,499 
37,485 
20,963 
26,238 
71,522 
42,402 
35,544 
8,148 
24,774 
27,324 
75,297 
33,192 
19,506 
29,288 
125,668 j 
17,336 j 
19,367 i 
47,521 
29,866 
32,748 | 
63,582 1 
28,169 
35,133 
37,732 
45,369 : 
36,893 | 
46,652 I 
18,472 I 
18,729 ! 
46,743 
18,280 j 
15,627 i 
66,991 : 
22,547 
33,006 
25,396 : 
33,274 i 



Numbor of Persons admitted during the Year. 



Number admitted in Sickness. I 2 



2 3 



ft g 3 

II 



I 81 



22 



26 

8 

38 

17 

23 

82 

25 

55 

71 

4 

14 

44 

875 

1 

19 

14 

64 

96 

255 



46 

169 

100 

10 

33 

98 

16 

48 

90 



112 

63 

38 



157 



100 

84 

116 

165 

324 

326 

147 

231 

69 

110 

122 

51 

227 

23 

69 

7 

505 

101 

288 

175 

113 

17 

1,935 

32 

106 

337 

192 

205 

360 

88 

61 

261 

177 

60 

147 

95 

5 

80 

116 

40 

115 

80 

77 

67 

168 



a £ 



l 

8 

13 

29 

5 

15 

1 

34 

112 

29 

22 

5 

6 



•as 



H 



II 

I* 



1 

$ 

6 

50 

12 

6 

1 

85 

2 

3 
25 

9 

11 

6 

7 

7 
9 

4 
1 

10 

13 

6 

U 

5 

8 
4 

120 

2 

9 

4 : 



171 

121 

167 

227 

349 

351 

176 

328 

223 

161 

170 

64 
271 

40 

92 

90 

535 

161 

409 

191 

133 

65 
2,895 

35 
128 
376 
265 
312 
621 
95 
114 
439 
281 
71 
190 
206 
27 
142 
211 j 
54 1 
231 
263 
117 
76 
329 



185 
433 
1,018 
1,073 
365 
477 
126 
117 
202 
121 
155 
205 
546 
271 
119 
75 
312 
571 
295 
327 
145 
342 
2,782 
22 
134 
113 
103 
536 
645 
348 
173 
665 
847 
195 
307 
241 
63 
249 
280 
527 
535 
509 
136 
149 
215 | 



g to 
a c 

3-o 



356 
. 554 
1,185 
1,300 
714 
828 
302 
445 
425 
282 
325 
269 
817 
3ll 
211 
165 
847 
732 
704 
518 
278 
407 
5,677 
67 
262 



K l* 



SIS 



Ms 



368 

848 

1,266 

443 

287 

1,104 

1,128 

266 

497 

447 

90 

391 

491 

581 

766 

772 

253 

225 

544 
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Numbe 


r of Persons ad 


mittod d 


uring the 


Y ear. 1 


% 


■2 






Number admitted in Sickness. 


o 


n a 


la 






Population 


£ 5 


1 \i 




rS 


a 

u 


o 


fi 


Area in 


in 

1851. 










rt f 


.£ tc 




Acres. 


Suffcringunder 
or other cont 
diseases. 


Suffering under 
diseases. 

Suffering from 
dental injurj 


} Total numbe 
mittod in sic 


£.2 
r3 m 
ci 

o 
u * 

2 g 
& 


a 5 

p to 
c.S 

Lli 

i 


No. of Births 
house duri 


11 
fi S 

°js 

1 ^ 



Clogher, 

Clonakilty, 

Clones, 

Clonmel, 

Coleraine, 

Cooks town. 
Cootehill, 

Cork,* 

Corrofln, 

Croom, 

Dingle, 
Donaghmore, 
Donegal, _ . 
Downpatrick, 
Drogheda, . 
Dromore West, . 
Dublin, North, 
Dublin, South, 
Dundalk, . 

D unfan aghy, 

Dungannon, 

Dungarvan, 

Dunmanway, 

Dunshaughlin, 

Edenderry, 

Ennis, 

Enniscorthy, 

Enniskillen, 

Ennistymon, 

Fermoy, 

Galway, 
Glennamaddy, 
Glenties, . 
Glin, . 

Gorey, 

Gort, . 

Gortin, 

Granard, . 
Inishowen, 
Kanturk, . 
Kells, 

Kenmare, . 
Killteel, 
Kilkenny, . 
Killadysert, 
Killala, 
Rillamey, . 
Kilmacthomas. 
[ Kilmallock, 

♦ An amended 



i 101,679 ; 31,650 
80,465 I 31,490 
73,506 28,265 

86,810 36,984 

112,366 42, r 



96,477 

105,848 

169,732 

61,386 

83,324 

125,279 

51,060 

160,158 

147,361 

99,045 

96,985 



38,833 

44,389 

168,590 

9,352 

27.258 
27,312 
12,295 
34,120 
63,770 

47.259 
19,563 



10 

17 

6 

137 

9 

11 

56 



111 

136 

139 

198 

105 

57 

53 



.,921 i 2,486 
41 ! 23 

63 



40,769 135,146 



48,089 

104,434 

125,668 

102,441 

94,044 

103,917 

108,339 

172,407 

112,505 

196,690 

203,610 



197,467 
100,319 
257,434 
60,666 
129,705 
107,919 
111,259 
134,003 
159,408 
186,524 
108,982 I 
198,152 
81,829 
110,944 
62,319 
104,882 
251,287 
64,478 
140,357 



197,125 

53,761 

17,320 

54,282 

31,236 

20,438 

17,3.37 



11 

41 

25 

18 

165 

5 

117 

282 

25 

15 

86 

6 
44 



134 
144 
39 
32 
36 
328 
52 
2,027 
2,686 
59 
12 
81 
225 
112 
t 174 
112 



129 



12 



129 

165 

151 

347 

131 

68 

114 

4,536 

67 

207 

168 

87 

67 

70 

495 

64 

2,171 

3,067 

91 

13 

98 

314 

130 

223 

161 



40,345 


110 


117 


- 


227 


53,862 


242 


123 


20 


385 


53,379 


42 


56 


6 


104 


31,612 


9,1 


104 


5 


200 


44,950 


139 


296 


35 


470 


61,578 


- 


256 


8 


264 


23,865 


3 


93 


3 


99 


40,159 


25 


26 


8 


59 


18,694 


41 


54 


10 


105 


31,281 


59 


29 


8 


96 


26,759 


53 


86 


7 


.146 


17,301 


12 


12 


i 


25 


41,473 


21 


60 


25 


112 


38,962 


1 


23 


1 


25 


42,188 


278 


711 


40 


1,029 


31,335 


73 


92 


1 


166 


23,456 


89 


117 


7 


213 


24,761 


8 


55 


4 


67 


46,710 


275 


195 


24 


494 


16,807 


28 


58 


5 


91 


14,366 


- 


31 


6 


37 


49,720 


44 


183 


22 


249 


18,722 


52 


257 


- 


309 


48,779 


216 


367 


| 32 


615 


from Cork Union since the date of the 



172 

605 

407 

137 

183 

167 

595 

255 

91 

583 

160 

392 

621 

309 

217 

1,103 

139 

22 

435 

216 

691 



316 

457 

505 

I, 458 
602 
235 
346 

7,037 
128 
336 
749 
286 
160 
I .909 
; 3,176 
175 
| 4,843 
| 6,710 

I I, 053 

42 
612 
1,297 
327 
507 
1,294 
628 
842 
409 
! 372 
1,075 
671 
236 
242 
272 
691 
401 
116 
695 
185 
1,421 
787 
522 
284 
1,597 
230 
59 
684 
525 
1,306 



22 
12 
4 
10 
19 
26 
24 
16 
18 1 
29 

7 
2 
2 
6 

18 

14 

6 

8 
3 

39 

11 

11 

5 

86 

5 

1 

11 

10 

46 



22 

85 

29 

1139 

41 

28 

33 

|478 

14 

44 

33 

23 
18 
79 

|l26 

‘8 

|446 

1676 

65 

6 

57 

43 

24 

40 
49 
56 
75 

44 

41 
69 
64 
21 
18 
21 
59. 



34 

71 

38 

28 

i ^ 
111 

22 

12 

48 

15 

91 
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No. 15 — Abstbact of Rbtubhs from Clerks of Unions continued. 



Unions. 


Area in 
Acres. 


Fopulatior 

in 

1851. 

| 


Number of Persons 
Number admitted in 


dmitted 

iclcness. 


during tl 
o 


0 Y oar. 

1 IT 


Suffering under Fever 
or other contagious 
diseases. 


Suffering under other 
diseases. 


Suffering from acci- 
dental injury. 


Total number ad- 
mitted in sickness. 


Number admitted 
were not sick. 


Total number admit 
during the year. 


Kilrush, 


136,788 


51,247 


Ill 


247 


99 




141 




Kinsale, 


79,051 


28,948 


40 


123 


5 


168 


972 




Larne, 


117,763 


34,710 


29 


87 




123 


237 




Letterkenny, 


101,207 


20,605 


18 


17 


2 


37 


54 




Limerick, . 


177,651 


110,628 


25 


1,199 


31 


1,255 


3,660 




Lisburn, 


119,792 


68,788 


181 


91 


8 


280 


560 




Lismore, 


97,140 


27,077 


196 


110 


17 


323 


167 




Lisnaskea, . 


98,738 


29,155 


20 


. 100 


5 


1.25 


142 




Listowel, 


151,208 


43,251 


80 


121 




208 


303 




Londonderry, 
Longford, . 


139,177 

109,961 


02,413 

37,055 


36 

14 


288 

2.20 


10 

33 


034 

267 


1,112 

541 


1,446 

808 


Loughrea, . 
Lowtherstown, . 


198,832 


38,735 


38 


177 


3 


218 


303 




75,910 


25,673 


25 


78 . 


14 


117 


93 


210 


Lurgan, 
Macroom, . 


79,236 


07,317 


119 


632 


23 


774 


1,872 




179,108 


37,394 


108 


216 


14 


338 


251 




Magherafelt, 


155,904 


64,506 


49 


42 


8 


99 

532 


152 




Mallow, 


154,358 


42,145 


118 


385 


29 


424 




Manorliamilton, . 


144,847 


34,910 


47 


79 


8 


134 


98 




Mi die ton, . 


109,260 


44,059 


221 


583 


32 


836 


941 




Milford, 


111,336 


31,552 


8 


32 


5 


45 


89 


134 


Millstreet, . 


74,906 


17,405 


105 


293 


.8 


406 


245 




Mitckelstown, 


80,957 


27,269 


37 


210 


7 


254 


579 


833 


Moliill, 


92,955 


31,724 


48 


86 


10 


144 


106 




Monaghan, 


112,739 


49,087 


13 


26 


11 


50 


401 




Mount Bellew, . 


102,383 


22,790 


3 


23 


4 


30 


142 




Mountmelick, 


200,633 


50,185 


170 


408 


26 


604 


827 


1,431 


Mullingar, . 


208,401 


51,221 


28 


126 


4 


158 


1,060 


1,218 


Naas, . 


216,622 


44,863 


93 


319 


6 


41S 


'958 


1,376 


Navan, 


94,466 


27,657 


82 


294 


17 


393 


1,052 


1.445 


Nenagh, 


183,088 


50,492 


88 


319 


20 


427 


724 


1,151 


Newcastle, . 


143.024 


36,267 


84 


204 


3 


291 


604 


895 


Newport, 


159,510 


15,379 


1 


51 


2 


54 


93 


147 


New Loss, . 


177,231 


56,456 


83 


336 


23 


442 


802 


1,244 


Newry, 


137,875 


84,570 


18 


161 


9 


188 


1,600 


L788 


Newtown ards, 

N ewtownlimavady, 


93,851 


56,861 


94 


343; 


3 


440 


1 ,055 


1 ,495 


152,308 


33,640 


12 


25 


5 


42 


285 


327 


Oldcastle, . 


85,912 


29,282 


45 


76 


37 


158 


175 


333 


Omagh, 


174,214 


5,6,302 


45 


40 


1 


86 


414 


500 


Oughterard, 


172,745 


18,896 


_j 


46. 


4 


50 


41 


91 


Parsonstown, . 


220,437 


49,651 


59 


67 


14 


140 


448 


588 


Portumna, . . j 


77,046 


19,731 


13 


152 


3 


168 


62 


230 


Rathdown, . . ; 


61,514 


48,240 


106 


401 


32 


539 


690 


1 229 


Rathdrum, . j 


227,541 


47,932 


43 


114 


27 


184 


566 


750 


Pcathkeale, . . 


79,932 


28,587 


49 


115 


5 


169 


166 ! 


335 


Roscommon, 


114,057 


34,100 


91 


200 


7 r 


298 


295 j 




Roscrea, 


118,488 


33,442 


32 


96 


4 


132 


'575 


707 


Scariff, . . ! 


80,320 


21,947 


57 


126 


31 


214 


423 | 


637 


Shillelagh, . . . 


110,122 


24,172 


74 


107 


9 


190 


47 


237 


Skibbereen, 


115,024 


38,059 


04 


235 


15 


314 


181 ! 


495 




Number of Persons in Workhouse, fyc- 

■Abstbact of Returns from Clerks of Unions— continued. 

I I I Number of Persons admitted during the Year. 



Number admitted in Sickness. 



Population 



Unions. 



Acres. 



Skull, • • 

Sligo, ■ • : 

Strabane, • • J 

Stranorlar, . • J 

Strokestown, 
Swineford, . 
Thomastown, 
Thurles, 

Tipperary, . 
Tobercurry, 

Tralee, 

Trim, . 

Tuam, 

Tulla, 

Tullamore, . 
TJrlingford, 
Waterford, . 
Westport, . 
Wexford, . 
Youghal, . 

Total ( 163 Unions), 

Cork Union 

(amendedEeturn) 

Amended Total 
(103 Unions), . 



P 
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